
o-

Bonny Colorado 

A High Plains Ghost Town 

by 

Velma Bonny Jacobs 

Alice Mae Barnhart Jacober 

and 

Dr. Andy Gibbons 

Smallest Room Press 



Bonny, Colorado 

A High Plains Ghost Town 

The Families of Ike and Laura Bonny 
& 

and Charlie and Jennie Barnhart 

* * * 

VELMA BONNY JACOBS, BONNY EDITOR 
& 

ALICE MAE BARNHART JACOBER, BARNHART EDITOR 

DR. ANDY GIBBONS, EDITOR IN CHIEF 
* * 

PRINTED BY 
DR. JON & BARBARA FORTUNE 

REVISION DATE - OCTOBER 17, 1995 
COPYRIGHT - 1995 

* 

Smallest Room Press 

2500 15th Avenue Court 
Greeley, CO 80631 

Phone (790) 356-6527 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
* * 

MAPS 

DEDICATION 

INTRODUCTION 

Chapter One ASH ROCK, KANSAS ROOTS 
Selected Ash Rock Census Information 

When Velma Was Small 
Brothers B i l l , L o uis, and Vernon 

Bonny Family Friends 

Chapter Two THE BONNY, COLORADO POST OFFICE 
Post Offices and General Stores 

Homestead Patent from President Wilson 
Isaac's Application and Location 

Description 
U.S. Post Office Description 
The Bonnvs at Bonny, Colorado 

Mail from Bonny 
Goldie Camp Frinqer V i s i t s Bonny 
A Second Interview with Goldie 
B i l l Bonnv and Goldie Frinqer 
B i l l Bonny Visits Bonny Dam 

L e l a , L v l e & Casey Bonny 
Cousin Ike [1886] i n Idaho 

O b i t u a r i e s f o r Isaac ri865l and Laura 
L o c a l Schools 

Chapter Three PICTURES 
The Bonnys 

Ike's December 25, 1915 Postcard. Velma at Bonny, 1991 
Bonny F a m i l i e s at Bonny, 1919 

Ike and Laura i n Idaho 
lma, Velda and the Bonny Post O f f i c e , 1919. Four Isaac Bonnys 

Velma's Uncle Ike. Her Papa Jacob 
Bonnys i n Kansas I n c l u d i n g Velma's Mom at age 12 

The Barnharts 
The C h a r l i e F. Barnhart Family 

The I r a Barnhart Family 
C h a r l i e and Jennie's Wedding photo, 1905 

Jennie, D i l e Henderson and Marveline. D i l e and C h a r l i e 
Esther Barnhart and Harley Rhoades Wedding P i c t u r e 

I r a Barnhart's Family at Bonny 
Jennie and Three Grand-daughters 

The Winfrey Home, Adobe as was Bonny Home 
Bonnv Dam and Schools 

Bonny Dam Signs, 1951 and 1991 
Happy Hollow School. Broadsword School, 1945-46 Term 

The E d i t o r s , E a r l y and Late 



MAPS 
"Ash Rock Township Maps." (in) Ash Rock and the Stone Church, pp. 
7 & 313. (In) Standard A t l a s o f Rooks County, Kansas, 1904-1905. 
George A. Ogle and Company, & Kansas State H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 
Topeka. In Chapter 1 and Appendix 1. 

[Bonny Area P l a t s ] "Section 11, Township 6, South Range, 43 West" 
[of the 6th p r i n c i p a l meridian], p. 4 8 [Plat map] (in) S tandard 

A t l a s o f K i t Carson County, Colorado, I n c l u d i n g a P l a t Book o f 
the V i l l a g e s... 1922. (Seen at Old Town Museum, B u r l i n g t o n , CO. 
The best map of Bonny Post O f f i c e l o c a t i o n and area. Shows a l l 
Isaac Bonny [1865] property i n the area i n 1922). In Appendix 1. 

Bonny, Isaac. [ A p p l i c a t i o n f o r Post O f f i c e . Map]. "Diagram, 
Exp l a n a t i o n , and I n s t r u c t i o n s " , January 19, 1915. (Plot showing 
proposed l o c a t i o n . I t accompanied the " A p p l i c a t i o n . . . " as page 
2). In Chapter 2. 

"Bonny Dam Ded i c a t i o n ; June 1, 1952" [Sketch of area] (in) Bonny 
Dam D e d i c a t i o n ; Ha le , Colorado a t Bonny R e s e r v o i r , June 1, 1952. 
p. back cover. In Chapter 5. 

[Colorado State Highway Dept. Map] 1924. Seen i n the Denver 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y by the A c t i o n on the P l a i n s s t a f f . (Bonny, 
Colorado shown as an e s t a b l i s h e d community). In Chapter 4. 

" E a r l y Day Post O f f i c e s " . [Map] (in) H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson 
C o u n t y . . . p.75. In Chapter 2. 

N e l l ' s Topographica l Map o f the S ta te o f Colorado . [Map] Denver, 
CO: Hamilton and Kendrick, 1902. (From Erwin H. Engert. P u b l i s h e d 
before Bonny was founded by Isaac [1865]). In Chapter 2. 

Nor th Repub l i can U n i t . USBR Map 58-D-488, March 15, 1944. House 
Doc. 191. In Chapter 5. 

Post Route Map o f the S ta te o f Colorado Showing Pos t O f f i c e s . . . 
i n Opera t ion i n 1916. Published by order of Postmaster General 
A. S. Burleson. [Dated 1 January, 1916]. Source, Denver P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y Western H i s t o r y Department. (From Erwin H. Engert. Note 
Mo r r i s l o c a t i o n ) . In Chapter 2. 

Whistle Stops... H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson C o u n t y . . . p. 75. (Note 
M o r r i s l o c a t i o n ) . In Chapter 2. 

[Winfrey Homesteads] "Eastern Colorado 1964 Map - Area Where The 
Winfreys Homesteaded". (From A l i c e Jacober. Note M o r r i s 
l o c a t i o n ) . In Chapter 6. 

[Yuma and K i t Carson County Towns] [Map] (in) A c t i o n on the 
P l a i n s , p. 199. In Chapter 5. 

Page i v 



Chapter Four THE BARNHARTS AT BONNY 
Kansas Nebraska Roots 

The Barnharts at Bonny 
M a i l R e c i p i e n t s at Bonny 

Neighbors 
The Morris "Cottage House" Post Office 

O b i t u a r i e s of C h a r l i e and Jennie Barnhart 
Hale, Yuma County, Colorado & Other Post O f f i c e s 

I r a and Louise Smith Barnhart at Bonny 
Obituary of I r a Barnhart 

A Bonny, Colorado Chronology 

Chapter Five THE BONNY DAM AND RESERVOIR 
E a r l y H i s t o r y 

How the Name "Bonny" Was Chosen 
Flood of 1935 

Dedicati o n Program 

Chapter S i x SINCE BONNY, COLORADO 
The Bonnys 

When Velma Was Wiser 
Bonnv Genealogy 
The Barnharts 

L e t t e r from A l i c e Jacober 
The Barnhart-Winfrey Family 
Ever e t t and V i v i a n Barnhart 

Barnhart Genealogy 

APPENDICES 
1-Ash Rock and Bonny Land Holdings 

2-A Few E a r l y References To the Name Bonny 

3-Some Recent Bonny References 

4-Personal Information Sources and A s s i s t a n t s 

5-A Few Letters 
A-Department of the Interior 

B-Yuma Museum 

6-Permission To Copy 
A-History of Kit Carson County Colorado 

B-Government Materials 
C-Yuma Museum 

D-Ash Rock and the Stone Church 
E-The Burlington [Colorado] Record 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

INDEX 

COLOPHON 

Page i i i 



DEDICATION 

Bonny Dam, Sapphire jewel of the p l a i n s , we s a l u t e you --we 
welcome a l l you represent! 

To the f u t u r e belongs the f u l f i l l m e n t of the dreams of the 
many who have worked long and f a i t h f u l l y f o r the betterment of 
our p r a i r i e home. 

* * 

We dedicate t h i s day, t h i s souvenir program, our aims and 
hopes TO THE PIONEER HOMESTEADERS, t h e i r wives and c h i l d r e n , who 
v a l i a n t l y withstood p r i v a t i o n s , f l o o d s , droughts -- hazards 
innumerable, to get and keep t h i s country s e t t l e d . 

TO THE DWELLERS WHO CAME AFTERWARD, stayed and p a i d the 
taxes t h a t , a f t e r a l l , make p o s s i b l e every p r o j e c t l i k e b e a u t i f u l 
Bonny Dam. 

TO THE STATESMEN, who in c l u d e engineers, wise men of 
government, business, and farm and p r o f e s s i o n -- f a r - s i g h t e d and 
imaginative whose e f f o r t s were f r u i t f u l , perhaps even beyond 
t h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s . 

TO THE UNFORTUNATE ONES of the f l o o d years, who l o s t t h e i r 
l i v e s not i n v a i n -- t o p o i n t up the d r a s t i c n e c e s s i t y f o r l i f e 
s aving Bonny Dam and s i m i l a r conservation undertakings. 

TO THE ARMED FORCES, who kept America the land where f i s h i n g 
and boating go hand-in-hand w i t h freedom and v o t i n g . 

TO THE EVER-PRESENT ONE, Whose help we seek i n p r e s e r v i n g 
t h i s grassy land of beauty and opportunity to keep i t safe f o r 
generations yet t o come. Of Him we ask a b l e s s i n g on these 
unborn who w i l l need dauntless courage no l e s s than the brave 
souls of yester y e a r , whose problems, though d i f f e r e n t , may have 
been e a s i e r to r e s o l v e than those yet to come. 

* * 

So as we dedicate and c e l e b r a t e , the prayer i s o f f e r e d that 
the coming generations who bask on the banks of Bonny Dam, reap 
the wealth of i t s waters and f e e l the comfort of i t s p r o t e c t i o n 
may l i v e b e t t e r , r i c h e r , happier, l i v e s , f u l f i l l i n g the dreams 
and accomplishments of a l l of us here today 1. 

Bonny Gould 

Bonny Gould's "Dedication" f i t s the Barnhart and Bonny 
f a m i l i e s , who were among these pioneers, very w e l l indeed. 

1 Bonny Dam Ded ica t ion ... p . l 
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The Country Post O f f i c e 
The post o f f i c e stood i n the back of the s t o r e , 
Behind the o l d stove and the crude cuspidor. 
The o l d stove was burnt to a d u l l dingy brown 
And the cuspidor welcomed the men of the town. 
When the mail a r r i v e d , the whole town was there-
The matron, the merchant, the maiden so f a i r . 

Back i n the o f f i c e , d i s t i n c t l y we'd hear 
Them s o r t i n g the m a i l , f u l l of t r o u b l e and cheer. 

And when the window went up wit h a wham, 
We crowded around i n a s o c i a b l e jam. 

A l l eager to hear from the f o l k s that we knew, 
Or hoping perhaps f o r a check, overdue. 

A place f o r a smile, but no place f o r a frown. 
The post o f f i c e stood i n the dear o l d hometown. 

Author Unknown1 

1 From A l i c e Jacober. 1/31/95 
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INTRODUCTION 
The p r i n c i p a l characters i n t h i s l i t t l e h i s t o r y are Isaac 

Bonny [1865], h i s wife Laura Van Dyke, C h a r l i e Barnhart, and h i s 
wife Jennie T e e l . Velma Bonny Jacobs i s the reason t h i s 
p u b l i c a t i o n was undertaken. Her Bonny r e l a t i v e s are u s u a l l y 
d e scribed by t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p to her. She has guided the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of the Bonnys. The Barnharts are de s c r i b e d through 
t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p to C h a r l i e and Jennie. A l i c e Barnhart Jacober 
has guided t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n here. 

This l i t t l e volume attempts t o present f a c t s s t i l l 
a v a i l a b l e about the Bonny f a m i l i e s , the Barnhart f a m i l i e s , the 
store/post o f f i c e both f a m i l i e s operated, the l i t t l e community of 
Bonny, Colorado and i t s namesake, Bonny Dam. 

The s t o r i e s presented here may be understood a l i t t l e more 
c l e a r l y i f one remembers that the Bonny f a m i l y s t o r i e s are seen 
through the eyes of Velma Bonny Jacobs, but are w r i t t e n up by 
Andy. Without her no work would have been done; A l i c e has 
brought us the Barnharts; and Andy Gibbons, wanted t o present the 
community of Bonny, Colorado, to Velma's, and t o C h a r l i e ' s 
descendants. 

In the years between 1910 and 1915 Isaac W i l l i a m Bonny 
[1865] and h i s wife Laura moved t h e i r f a m i l y west from Ash Rock, 
Kansas, t o Colorado. According to the census records of 1910 f o r 
Bonny, Colorado, t h e i r son Isaac [1886] and h i s wife F l o a 
E l i z a b e t h were already l i v i n g there. L e l a Bonny assures us her 
mother-in-law's name was a c t u a l l y F l o a 1 . F l o y was a n i c k name, 
however the 1910 census has Floy. One g e n e a l o g i c a l source had 
F l o r a , an e r r o r . 

L a t e r , i n 1918, C h a r l i e F. Barnhart and Sarah Jane (Jennie) 
Teel Barnhart moved to Colorado. C h a r l i e r eplaced Ike as 
postmaster at Bonny, Colorado. 

Since Isaac is a common name in these families, birth years 
will be added if needed when Isaac is mentioned. Velma's Uncle, 
Isaac William [1865]2; her grandpa William Isaac [1822]; and her 
cousin "Ike", William Isaac [1866] are these "Isaacs". Often 
Isaac William [1865] becomes Sr., and William Isaac [1886] is 
then Jr., but not consistently. He had a son, Lyle Isaac. Lela 
Broadsword Bonny has verified these names. 

Isaac Willi am [1865] was Velma's uncle, temporary guardian, 
and the Bonny, Colorado, postmaster. His wife was Laura nee Van 
Dyke. Maud3 Bonny, Velma's mother, was Laura's sister. Isaac 
and Laura's son William Isaac [1886] was Velma's cousin. Velma's 
father, Jacob, named his oldest son William Jacob Bonny after 
himself and William Christopher Van Dyke, who was born May 2, 

1 Bonny. L e l a 9/22/94 
2 Bonny, L e l a [Letter] 
3 Seen as Maude, Maudie. Maud i s c o r r e c t . 
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1843, in Illinois. He was Velma's maternal grandfather. Vie have 
then : 

Isaac William Bonny [1822]1, Velma's grandfather 
William Christopher Van Dyke [1843], Velma's grandfather 
William Isaac Bonny [1865], Velma's uncle and guardian 
Isaac William Bonny [1886], Velma's cousin 
Isaac [1886] named a son Lyle Isaac 
William Jacob Bonny [1907], Velma's brother 

We also have: 
Mildred Bonny, daughter of Isaac [1886] Bonny, Velma's 

cousin's child 
Mildred "Mid" Bonny, daughter of Jacob Bonny, Velma's 

sister 
Pearl Bonny, daughter of Isaac [1886] Bonny, Velma's niece 
Pearl Bonny, Daughter of the Pearl just above 
Pearl Barnhart, Daughter of Charlie Barnhart 
Charlie, as he was called, was also referred to as Chas. 

Charley, and Charles. Ira used "Charley" in his handwritten list 
of Bonny patrons. These forms sometimes appear with a middle 
initial F. and once as Charley Franklin. The grave has 
"Charlie". His father was James Franklin Barnhart. Charlie's 
wife was known as Jennie, but her name is seen as Jenny, and 
Sarah Jane Teel. Her grave has "Jennie" but her legal name was 
Sarah Jane Teel. Her mother was Sarah. 

Esther Barnhart Rhoades, C h a r l i e ' s daughter, and a l s o h i s 
grave marker, give h i s s p e l l i n g as C h a r l i e F. Barnhart. She 
ex p l a i n e d that the "F" was an i n i t i a l o n ly 2. His name was 
l i s t e d i n I r a ' s o b i t u a r y as, Charley F r a n k l i n Barnhart 3. 
C h a r l i e ' s f a t h e r had F r a n k l i n as a middle name. On some U. S. 
Post O f f i c e documents the name Chas. F. appears. While he may 
have l e g a l l y been named Charles F r a n k l i n Barnhart, h i s c h i l d r e n 
gave o n l y " C h a r l i e and Jennie" as t h e i r parent's names. Esther 
assured us that C h a r l i e was the c o r r e c t s p e l l i n g f o r her Dad's 
name. They a l l p r e f e r that C h a r l i e be used. 

The "Proposed Plot Map" by Isaac [1865] and his application 
to establish a post- office were dated February 10th, 1915. He 
and Laura must have had possession of the property for the post 
office and store by that time. The actual appointment as 
postmaster was dated June the 3rd, 1915. These dates are exact, 
as is the Bonny census date, 19 April, 1910, which did not 
include Isaac [1865] and his family but listed Isaac [1886] and 
"Floy". Dates are not as certain for the store. The book, Ash 

1 L.D.S. Family H i s t o r y F i l e s l i s t " W illiam" Isaac. The 
handwritten r e c i p e f o r "linament" (sic) i s signed " W i l l i a m I. 
Bonny, Sherwood, Neb." 

2 Rhoades, Esther [Letter] 
3 " I r a Glen Barnhart" [Obituary] 
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Rock and the Stone Church 1 r e v e a l s only that Isaac [1865] 
"resided i n Ash Rock Township u n t i l a f t e r 1910." He appeared as 
Isaac J r . on the 1910 Ash Rock Census 2. Velma's brother, B i l l 
Bonny, s t a t e d that Uncle Isaac moved to Bonny i n 1912 3. 

The " f a m i l y " of Isaac and Laura l a t e r i n c l u d e d h i s b r o t h e r 
Jake's f o u r youngest c h i l d r e n , M i l d r e d , the twins Velda and 
Velma, and the baby Vernon. The couple was r a i s i n g these 
c h i l d r e n because Maud, Jacob Bonny's w i f e , had d i e d suddenly i n 
1918 when the twins were two years o l d . Isaac and Jacob had 
married s i s t e r s , Laura and Maud Van Dyke. 

A f t e r a few years, the post o f f i c e and sto r e were s o l d t o 
C h a r l i e Barnhart, who l i v e d 1& miles west of Bonny. C h a r l i e and 
f a m i l y moved i n t o the Bonny Post O f f i c e i n 1920. Isaac, [1865] 
Laura, and t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i t h t h e i r wards from Jacob's f a m i l y 
moved on west to Idaho, as d i d some of the Barnharts and 
Broadswords at about the same time, Nora Barnhart Frazer and 
husband f o r example. 

The Bonny community, never an inc o r p o r a t e d town, q u i c k l y 
became another ghost town of the p r a i r i e . The l a r g e s t p o p u l a t i o n 
f o r the community was given as 110 people. U n l i k e the mining 
ghost towns, too l i t t l e has been w r i t t e n to p o r t r a y these s m a l l 
high p l a i n s towns. As f a r as i s known, Velma Bonny Jacobs and 
her twin s i s t e r Velda Bonny Oglesby are the only l i v i n g members 
of the Bonny f a m i l y i n 1994 who a c t u a l l y r e s i d e d i n the Bonny 
stor e and post o f f i c e , t h e i r home w i t h Ike and Laura. S e v e r a l 
Barnhart r e s i d e n t s are s t i l l w i t h us i n 1995. 

A permanent memorial to the l i t t l e community of Bonny can be 
seen today, the magnificent Bonny Dam and Recreation Area; 
however even i t s connection to the Bonny f a m i l y i s f a d i n g . 
Other claims to the name have appeared. Records s t i l l extant 
need to be assembled and c i t e d to remind us today of the Bonny 
and Barnhart f a m i l i e s who l i v e d i n the Bonny home from 1912 t o 
1964, of t h e i r community, and of bonnie Bonny Dam and Rec r e a t i o n 
Area. Invaluable help came from the f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s of the 
Bonnys, the Barnharts and other l o c a l pioneers. Bonny Gould's 
p r o l i f i c w r i t i n g has been wonderful. The aims f o r t h i s work, 
then, are two: To record t h i s part of the Bonny f a m i l y h i s t o r y , 
and t o t i e c l e a r l y the Bonny and Barnhart f a m i l i e s to Bonny, 
Colorado, and to Bonny Dam and Reser v o i r . 

The reader w i l l not f i n d a seamless t a p e s t r y a r t i s t i c a l l y 
p r e s e n t i n g a p i c t u r e of t h i s era and area, but r a t h e r a s e l e c t i o n 
of snapshots summarizing the wealth of m a t e r i a l s which have found 
t h e i r way to the e d i t o r s . I t i s a l s o a d i a r y of the w r i t i n g 
experience. Many more l i t t l e anecdotes from the l i v e s of our 

1 O l i v a . p. 172 
2 O l i v a . p. 301 
3 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e , p. 123. See a l s o M o r r i s P.O. below. 
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heroes and heroines i n these two f a m i l i e s would be welcome. Many 
l e t t e r s with e n t h u s i a s t i c memories are quoted i n f u l l to keep the 
f l a v o r of discovery and c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

Every e f f o r t has been made to keep f a c t s and dates accurate. 
Sources have been c i t e d . Information provided by readers w i l l be 
welcomed, a t t r i b u t e d to the source, and added to the h i s t o r i c a l 
records. Write Velma Bonny Jacobs, or the Smallest Room Press 
w i t h your comments, c o r r e c t i o n s , suggestions and a d d i t i o n s . 
Perhaps we can slow the r a p i d l o s s of Colorado p l a i n s h i s t o r y 
that helped make us what we are today. 

*** 
Velma and A l i c e provided t h e i r c o l o r f u l f a m i l y sketches. 

A l i c e chose a l l the s t o r i e s submitted. Velma's came from 
conversations and documents, some of which she might rather have 
omitted. Andy i n c l u d e d and excluded from both sources as he saw 
f i t . He used, and perhaps sometimes abused, these c r e a t i o n s ; 
then placed them i n the framework of a Bonny, Colorado, h i s t o r y . 
The p r i n t e d words are as he prepared them. C i t a t i o n s and 
c r e d i t s , e r r o r s and omissions, are e n t i r e l y h i s . I f any of our 
aims have been achieved, he i s content. He d i d the book. The 
prog e n i t o r s of A l i c e and Velma l i v e d the s t o r i e s . 

** 

This book i s dedicated to the "Good Fortunes" without whom 
the s i x year labor of love might never have been completed. 

Thank you Barbara and Jon. 

i 
1 See address on t i t l e page 
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Chapter One 
ASH ROCK, KANSAS ROOTS 

The i n f o r m a t i o n about Ash Rock, Kansas came l a r g e l y from Leo 
E. O l i v a ' s wonderful h i s t o r y , Ash Rock and the Stone Church, 
dated 1983. He d i e d as t h i s book was being prepared, i n 1995. 

Isaac Bonny [1865] was the second generation of h i s f a m i l y 
to l i v e i n Ash Rock. Most of the land i n the township was 
s e t t l e d by pioneer farmers i n the l a t t e r h a l f of the 1870's and 
the decade of the 1880's, a part of the sod-house f r o n t i e r t h a t 
embraced much of the Great P l a i n s during that era. The township 
was organized i n 1877 and named Ash Rock because a s e t t l e r , Henry 
F. Olds, who s e t t l e d i n s e c t i o n NW 1/4 11-6-16, found a p o r t i o n 
of a p e t r i f i e d Ash t r e e when c u t t i n g firewood along the South 
Solomon R i v e r and brought i t home. 

As w i t h Bonny, Colorado, the name Ash Rock was f i r s t used to 
i d e n t i f y the post o f f i c e . I t was e s t a b l i s h e d at Henry Old's 
residence on September 19, 1876, w i t h Mr. Olds as postmaster 1. 
When Olds moved from the area, other members of the community 
served as postmaster. The only other s e t t l e r known to have h e l d 
that o f f i c e was Henry Hugh McCall, dates unknown. In time, the 
post o f f i c e name was adopted by the community. 

This was the only post o f f i c e i n the township. I t was 
d i s c o n t i n u e d on June 24, 1881. The Ash Rock post o f f i c e was r e ­
e s t a b l i s h e d on June 10, 1884, postmaster unknown, and c l o s e d f o r 
the l a s t time on June 29, 1885. A p o r t i o n of the p e t r i f i e d 
"rock" s u r v i v e d t o 1983 and was l o c a t e d at the County C l e r k ' s 
O f f i c e , Rooks County Court House i n Stockton a w a i t i n g t r a n s f e r t o 
the Rooks County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y i n Stockton when that 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had a place f o r i t . 

The Stone Church of Ash Rock i s i t s most prominent remaining 
landmark. "The Woods ton Argus of September 6, 1902 reported: 
'On August 28, 1902, the Sunday School convention h e l d at Ash 
Rock church was w e l l attended. Mr. Hockett, county p r e s i d e n t , 
and Mrs. Bartholomew, corresponding s e c r e t a r y , were there and 
gave some very good t a l k s on Sunday school work. The program was 
c a r r i e d out t o the s a t i s f a c t i o n of a l l . New o f f i c e r s were 
e l e c t e d , U.E. Van Dyke, pre s i d e n t , Fanny Bonebrake, v i c e -
p r e s i d e n t , D e l i a Macy, s e c r e t a r y and t r e a s u r e r . The convention 
was dismissed by s i n g i n g 2 . " 

"Ash Rock, l i k e the Bonny area, has a c o n t i n e n t a l - t y p e 
c l i m a t e , t y p i c a l of an i n t e r i o r region of a l a r g e land mass 
l o c a t e d i n the middle l a t i t u d e s . Major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n c l u d e d 
l a r g e d a i l y and annual v a r i a t i o n s i n temperature, f a i r l y 
widespread v a r i a t i o n s i n annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n which averaged j u s t 
enough f o r s u c c e s s f u l dry land a g r i c u l t u r e , p r e c i p i t a t i o n 

1 O l i v a . p. 2 
2 O l i v a . pp. 109 & 117 

Page 1 



accumulations dur i n g showers and thunderstorms that could be 
extremely heavy at times, severe windstorms and o c c a s i o n a l 
tornadoes accompanying thunderstorms, h a i l as a p e r i o d i c severe 
weather hazard, r e l a t i v e l y long and hot summers of about s i x 
months' d u r a t i o n , short and f a i r l y c o l d winters of about three 
months' d u r a t i o n , g e n e r a l l y short s p r i n g and autumn seasons, an 
average growing season of j u s t l e s s than s i x months' d u r a t i o n , 
and p e r i o d i c eras of drought extending from one to s e v e r a l years. 
Probably the most outstanding c l i m a t i c feature has been the great 
v a r i a t i o n s from year to year of temperatures, p r e c i p i t a t i o n , 
wind, cloudy days, and l e n g t h of growing season. The 
u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y created the most problems f o r farm managers. 
The famous f l o o d of 3 0 May 1935 helped prove the need f o r such 
p r o t e c t i o n as the Bonny Reservoir." 

In h i s preface, Mr. O l i v a says of t h i s community: "The Story 
of Ash Rock i s a l s o the s t o r y of pioneers who came seeking land, 
land to own and t o farm, i n order that they might thereby improve 
t h e i r economic welfare and b e t t e r c o n t r i b u t e to the needs of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n and grandchildren. Land, v i r t u a l l y f r e e f o r the 
t a k i n g , drew s e t t l e r s to Ash Rock i n the l a t e 1870's. By 1880 
the township had the l a r g e s t p o p u l a t i o n i t would record, 483, and 
the task of making good on that land occupied t h e i r l i v e s and the 
l i v e s of t h e i r descendants to the present. 

"In a very short p e r i o d of time the pioneers had to provide 
themselves w i t h d w e l l i n g s , f i r s t of sod and l a t e r of wood and 
stone, and break the p r a i r i e sod and p l a n t crops. But, important 
as economic w e l l - b e i n g was, they a l s o c a r r i e d to the community a 
strong r e l i g i o u s f a i t h , an item of great importance to those who 
l e f t e v e r y t h i n g t o s t a r t l i f e anew i n t h i s r a t h e r harsh 
environment, and an e q u a l l y strong d e s i r e that t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
r e c e i v e a good education. Education was seen as e s s e n t i a l f o r 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o have a b e t t e r chance than the parents had and, 
although l e s s was s a i d about t h i s , they understood that freedom 
and democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s , whether church or s t a t e , r e q u i r e d 
informed c i t i z e n s i f they were to govern themselves s u c c e s s f u l l y 
and preserve that precious h e r i t a g e of human r i g h t s . As a 
r e s u l t , w i t h i n a short p e r i o d of time, Ash Rock Township had f i v e 
school d i s t r i c t s and three churches, but there was never a town 
or v i l l a g e . There was a l s o an a c t i v e township government. 

"Even so, s i n c e 1880, there has been an almost constant 
r e d u c t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n , and that r e d u c t i o n e v e n t u a l l y took i t s 
t o l l on community i n s t i t u t i o n s . Schools were c o n s o l i d a t e d u n t i l 
there was o n l y one, and i t c l o s e d i n the 1960's. Likewise, 
churches "went to town" except f o r the Ash Rock Congregational, 
but i t a l s o became i n a c t i v e i n the 1960's. 

"The s t o r y of Ash Rock deserves to be known because these 
people enjoyed a degree of human freedom u n p a r a l l e l e d i n modern 
h i s t o r y , except perhaps by American Indians p r i o r to European 
i n v a s i o n . I t was a time when r e s t r a i n t s of church and s t a t e had 
been overthrown, and i t was a time before the t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
enslavement of the American people a r r i v e d . I f we can b e t t e r 
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understand t h i s h i s t o r y , we w i l l b e n e f i t from the knowledge, and 
we may b e t t e r understand ourselves as w e l l as our h e r i t a g e 1 . " 

Velma's maternal p r o g e n i t o r s were among the very f i r s t t o 
homestead i n Ash Rock. There were s i x claims f i l e d i n 1875, and 
four of those or t h e i r h e i r s remained to o b t a i n t i t l e : Frank 
Matejka, Sr., George Nedrow, Charles M. Northup, and W i l l i a m C. 
Van Dyke. Van Dyke had f i l e d f o r a homestead i n 1874 and a 
Timber Culture c l a i m i n 1875. He had the l a r g e s t f a m i l y i n the 
township when the 1880 census was taken; he and h i s w i f e , 
Rebecca, had eleven c h i l d r e n . I t has been commonly accepted t h a t 
the f u n e r a l of Rebecca (Mrs. William) Van Dyke, on Saturday, 
March 24, 1883, was the f i r s t s e r v i c e held i n the new church. 
She was Velma's maternal grandmother. 

Ash Rock Cemetery Internments are l i s t e d by O l i v a from Ash 
Rock Cemetery Records provided by Evelyn M c C a l l 2 . 

"Van Dyke, Rebecca 1844-1883 3 

Bonny, Isaac [1822] No dates 
Bonny, Jacob Oct. 5, 1870 - A p r i l 13, 1947 
Bonny, Johnny No Dates 
Bonny, Joseph No Dates 
Bonny, Louis W. (Wilbur) 1911-1957 
Maggie 1832-1919" (PAF says 18307-19194) 
Bonny, Maud Sept. 25, 1880 - Aug. 26, 1918" 

1 O l i v a . pp. i v - v 
2 O l i v a . p. 385 
3 O l i v a . p. 35 
4 Personal Ancestry F i l e , L.D.S. Church 
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Isaac Bonny [1822] was Velma's pa t e r n a l grandfather. Velma 
has t h i s r e c i p e i n h i s handwriting dated September 9, 1889. 

"Sweeney Linement ( s i c ) " 
O i l of Sassafras 1/2 oz., O i l of Spike 1/2 oz. , o i l Organum 1/2 
oz^ , Camphar ? 1/2 oz. , Turpentine 1/2 oz. , a l c o h a l 1/2 p i n t 
(Signed) Wm I, Bonny- Sherwood, Neb 
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Selected Ash Rock Census Information 
The f i r s t census records found f o r Ash Rock Township were 

these i n the Federal Census of 1880. That i n f o r m a t i o n has been 
arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y by l a s t name of the head of the 
household, showing names, sex, age, r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the head of 
household, occupation, and b i r t h data f o r each person and h i s or 
her parents. This i n f o r m a t i o n has been summarized i n Record I I I , 
which c h a r t s census records f o r the township every f i v e years 
from 1880 to 1980 i n c l u d i n g : 
Bonny, Isaac [1822] Male, Age 56, Farmer, B i r t h Holland, Father 

born Holland, Mother born Holland ,Wife. (Velma's p a t e r n a l 
grandfather) 

Stimple, Margaret "Maggie", Female, Age 43, Wife, Homemaker, 
b i r t h Holland, Father born Holland, B i r t h mother Holland. 
(Velma's grandmother) 

Bonny, Isaac W i l l i a m [1865] Male, Age 15, Son, Born Iowa, Father 
Holland, Mother born Holland. (Velma's uncle. His son 
Isaac [1886], i s not mentioned i n the Ash Rock book.) 

Bonny, Joseph, Male, Age 12, Son, B i r t h Iowa, same as above 
Bonny, Jacob, Male, Age 10, Son, B i r t h Iowa, same (Velma's 

father) 
Bonny, Maggie, Female, Age 8, Daughter, B i r t h Iowa, same 
Bonny, Anna, Female, Age 6, Daughter, B i r t h Iowa, same 
Bonny, John, Male, Age 8/12, Son, B i r t h Kansas, same 

Van Dyke, W i l l i a m C , Male, Age 37, Farmer, Born I l l i n o i s , B i r t h 
parents unknown (Velma's maternal grandfather) 

Van Dyke, Rebecca McLane 1, Female, Age 36, Wife, Homemaker, 
Born Ohio, Parents born Ohio 

Van Dyke, Ida, Female, Age 17, Daughter, Born I l l i n o i s , B i r t h 
Father I l l i n o i s , B i r t h Mother Ohio 

Van Dyke, Anna, Female, Age 15, Daughter, Born I l l i n o i s , Same 
Van Dyke, Laura, Female, Age 14, Daughter, Born I l l i n o i s , same 
Van Dyke, Alma, Female, Age 13, Daughter, Born I l l i n o i s , same 
Van Dyke, W i l l i a m , Male, Age 12, Son, Born Wisconsin, same 
Van Dyke, Edwin, Male, Age 9, Son, Born Iowa, same 
Van Dyke, Lenora, Female, Age 8, Born Iowa, same 
Van Dyke, Stephen, Male, Age 6, Born Iowa, same 
Van Dyke, Mary, Female, Age 4, Born Iowa, same 
Van Dyke, E l l e n , Female, Age 3, Born Kansas, same 
Van Dyke, E l i z a , Female, Age 1, Born Kansas 2 

(Velma's mother was born to t h i s f a m i l y a f t e r t h i s 
census, i n September of 1880) 

The f a m i l y members recorded i n each census are a l s o 
summarized i n the Ash Rock Township Census Reports f o r 1880-1980. 
The f o l l o w i n g chart i n c l u d e s the names of heads of f a m i l i e s and 

1 According to McManama genealogy she was a McLane. 
2 O l i v a . pp.282-291 
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t h e number i n each h o u s e h o l d f o r f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s , 1880 t o 
1980, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 1890. The F e d e r a l census f o r 1890 
was d e s t r o y e d i n a f i r e , t h u s t h e r e i s a gap i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s 
from 1885 t o 1895. S i n c e t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e t u r n o v e r d u r i n g 
t h a t decade, i t seems p r o b a b l e t h a t many names w h i c h were on the 
l o s t 1890 census were not on e i t h e r t h e 1885 o r 1895 r e p o r t s . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e were no l o c a l census r e p o r t s from t h a t e r a 
l o c a t e d . The r e c o r d s summarized i n t h i s c h a r t were g l e a n e d from 
the F e d e r a l census r e p o r t s o f 1880, 1900, and 1910; t h e Kansas 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Census t a k e n i n 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915; and t h e 
e n u m e r a t i o n s by t h e Rooks County A s s e s s o r ' s O f f i c e from 1915 t o 
1980 . 

There was o n l y one f a m i l y name found on e v e r y r e p o r t , and 
t h a t was O r r . Two o t h e r names mi s s e d o n l y one t i m e : Bonebrake 
i n 1880 and H i g g i n s i n 1980. There were t h i r t y - o n e f a m i l y names 
p r e s e n t i n Ash Rock f o r f i f t y y e a r s o r more. The Bonnys, Van 
Dykes, L a l a s , and t h e Ash Rock h i s t o r i a n s f a m i l y , t h e O l i v a s , 
were i n t h i s f i f t y y e a r group. The Ash Rock Township Census 
R e p o r t s f o r 1880-1980 w i t h t h e names o f heads o f f a m i l i e s and 
number r e p o r t e d i n each h o u s e h o l d a r e r e p o r t e d . They i n c l u d e : 

"Heads of f a m i l i e s " "year" and "number i n f a m i l y " 
I s a a c Bonny S r . [1822] 1880-8, 1885-7 
I s a a c Bonny J r . [1865] 1895-3, 1900-8, 1905-7, 1910-3 
J a c o b Bonny 1910-3, 1915-10, 1920-3, 1925-9, 1930-6, 1935-2 
W i l l i a m Van Dyke 1880-13, 1885-13 

The t o t a l "head c o u n t s " f o r Ash Rock t h r o u g h t h e s e y e a r s 
shows t h e g r a d u a l l o s s o f f a m i l i e s and farms. 1880-483, p e o p l e 
1885-405, 1895-372, 1900-448, 1905-409, 1910-357, 1915-315, 1920-
298, 1925-262, 1930-270, 1935-161, 1940-154, 1945-141, 1950-147, 
1955-131, 1960-109, 1965-92, 1970-82, 1975-71, and i n 1980-74. 

The t o t a l "households" were i n 1880-119, 1885-95, 1895-74, 
1900-79, 1905-86, 1910-77, 1915-75, 1920-75, 1925-64, 1930-64, 
1935-59, 1940-53, 1945-50, 1950-51, 1955-44, 1960-35, 1965-34, 
1970-28, 1975-27, and i n 1980-26 1. 

The Kansas A g r i c u l t u r a l Census, Ash Rock Township f o r 1885 
i n p a r t s one, two and t h r e e , p r e s e n t s i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on 
the farm l i f e o f t h e Bonnys and the Van Dykes. 

P a r t One d e s c r i b e s t h e f a m i l i e s . 
Bonny, I s a a c [Born 1822], age 59, 7 i n home, farmer, came from 

Iowa t o Kansas, owner, a c r e s f e n c e d 40, t o t a l a c r e s 
160 . 

Van Dyke, W i l l i a m , age 42, 13 i n home, farmer, came from Iowa t o 
Kansas, owner, 40 a c r e s were f e n c e d , t o t a l a c r e s 320. 

P a r t Two l i s t s t h e i r c r o p s and a c r e s . 

1 O l i v a . pp. 299-312 
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Bonny, wi n t e r wheat 40 acres, s p r i n g wheat 12 acres, corn 40 
acres, b a r l e y 6 acres, oats 5 acres, i r i s h potatoes 1 
acre, m i l l e t or Hungarian 12 acres, bushels on hand 
3/1/1885 40 corn, f r u i t t r ees p l a n t e d 122. 

Van Dyke, W i l l i a m , winter wheat 125 acres, s p r i n g wheat 40 acres, 
corn 50 acres, b a r l e y 20 acres, oats 10 acres, m i l l e t 
or Hungarian 10 acres, 400 bushels corn on hand 
3/1/1885, 400 bushels wheat on hand then. 

Part Three describes farm production. 
Bonny, Pounds b u t t e r made l a s t 1 year, 300, 4 horses, 2 
mil k cows, other c a t t l e 9, swine 3, dogs 2, present 
value land, improvements, implements, machinery 
$1300.00 

Van Dyke, W i l l i a m , Pounds b u t t e r 200, 3 horses, 6 mules and 
asses, 10 mi l k cows, other c a t t l e 18, swine 85, 2 dogs, 
Value (same) $2625 1. 

The Ash Rock Township Map, below, shows the landowners and 
the l o c a t i o n of residences, schools, and churches i n Velma's 
day. 2 The Jacob Bonny Home was i n s e c t i o n 10. Isaac [1865] had 
property i n s e c t i o n 3. 

1 O l i v a . pp. 292-298 
2 In Standard Atlas of Rooks County 1904-1905. See also newer 

map in Appendix 1 which has clearer section markings. From Ash Rock 
and... p. 313, see also p.7 
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Isaac [1822] and Maggie were c h a r t e r members of Ash Rock 
Congregational Church. L i t t l e was found about t h e i r l i v e s i n Ash 
Rock Township. His death occurred i n 1898. His w i f e , Maggie, 
died i n 1919. They were both b u r i e d i n Ash Rock Cemetery. Isaac 
[1865] r e s i d e d i n Ash Rock Township u n t i l he moved to Bonny, 
Colorado before 1915, probably i n 1912 1. 

O l i v a r e p o r t s , "The i n v i t a t i o n to a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to 
meet on March 25, 1878, f o r the purpose of founding a new church, 
was signed by t h i r t e e n area r e s i d e n t s , some of whom l i v e d o utside 
Ash Rock Township. Twelve of these t h i r t e e n were Robert H. 
Imler, George W. Rogers, Mahalah (Mrs. G.W.) Rogers, George 
Nedrow, Isaac Bonny [1822], Maggie (Mrs. Isaac) Bonny, J . McLain, 
John Carmichael, Anna (Mrs. John) Carmichael, J . J . McDowell, Mrs. 
J . J . McDowell, and Sarah E. Edwards 2. 

Isaac [1822] and h i s w i f e , Margaret (Maggie) Stimple, were 
born i n Holland, he i n 1822 and she i n 1830. They moved to 
Kansas from Iowa between 1875 and 1878 and f i l e d f o r a homestead 
on s e c t i o n SE 1/4 3-6-16 i n 1880. They had s i x c h i l d r e n , Isaac, 
[1865], Joseph [1868], Jacob (Jake) [1870], Margaret (Maggie 3) 
Camp E a r l e y [1872] , Anna Camp [1874] , and John [1879] . 

The two of the s i x c h i l d r e n of Isaac [1822] and Maggie who 
are most important to t h i s h i s t o r y are, Jacob and Isaac [1865] . 
They a l s o acquired land i n Ash Rock, Rooks County, Kansas, and 
Jacob stayed there u n t i l he r e t i r e d from farm l i f e and moved to 
Fresno, C a l i f o r n i a w i t h h i s second wife C l a r a nee Mc L a i n 
Thomison Lane Bonny. Descendants of Maggie Camp E a r l e y and Anna 
Camp provided much encouragement and i n f o r m a t i o n . Maggie's f i r s t 
husband was A r t Camp, Anna married W i l l Camp. They were 
br o t h e r s . Maggie and Anna were s i s t e r s . 

Jacob Bonny was born i n Waterloo, Iowa, 1870, and came to 
Ash Rock, Kansas w i t h h i s parents. He f i l e d a Timber C u l t u r e 
c l a i m f o r NE 1/4 10-6-16 on A p r i l 25, 1892, and r e s i d e d there 
most of h i s adu l t l i f e . On September 16, 1905, he married Maud 
Van Dyke, daughter of W i l l i a m Christopher and Rebecca Van Dyke. 
Maud was born September 25, 1880. 

They had s i x c h i l d r e n : (1) W i l l i a m " B i l l " Jacob, born 
A p r i l 13, 1907, married A l t h e a Jacobs, and d i e d i n 1982; (2) 
Louis Wilbur 4, born October 15, 1911, married Meda Swank, and 
di e d i n 1957; (3) M i l d r e d "Mid" Maud, born October 4, 1913, 
married f i r s t to James Gardner and secondly to James Wahlke, and 
di e d i n 1969; (4) Velda, born December 6, 1915, married J.C. 

1 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e . p. 123 
• 2 O l i v a . p. 26 

3 L o r r a i n V a i r ' s grandmother, see b i b l i o g r a p h y 
4 Louis i s c o r r e c t s p e l l i n g , but o f t e n w r i t t e n Lewis by Ike 

and others. 
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Oglesby and r e s i d e s i n F t . C o l l i n s , CO; (5) Velma, Velda's twin, 
who was born second on December 6, 1915, married Don Jacobs and 
now r e s i d e s i n Greeley, CO; and (6) Vernon Lawrence, born October 
22, 1917, married Marian Rose, and died s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s second 
marriage. Velma and Velda are the so l e s u r v i v o r s i n Jacob's 
f a m i l y i n 1994. 

When Velma was Small 
Jake o f t e n t o l d h i s g i r l s , a f t e r t h e i r r e t u r n from Idaho, 

that "Your mom, Maud, was so t i n y she could walk r i g h t under my 
arm without touching i t . " Velma remembers that "her mother had 
made c u r t a i n s f o r the windows that were s t i l l there when we came 
back to Ash Rock. L a t e r C l a r a , our step-mother, took them down 
when she made the house more "hers." Maud had been loved by a l l 
the neighbors. 

Maud Bonny prepared dinner f o r her f a m i l y on August 26, 
1918. When the f a m i l y began to eat, she went to her bedroom to 
l i e down saying she f e l t i l l . L a t e r , Jacob went t o check on her 
and d i s c o v ered she had died. O l i v a reported her death, "Another 
young mother, Maud (Van Dyke) Bonny, wife of Jacob Bonny, d i e d i n 
1918 (cause of death unknown) at age t h i r t y - s e v e n . She l e f t s i x 
c h i l d r e n , ages ten months to ten years 1." 

A f t e r the f u n e r a l , the four youngest c h i l d r e n , ages ten 
months t o f i v e years, went to Bonny, Colorado to l i v e w i t h t h e i r 
f a t h e r ' s b r o t h e r Mr. Isaac Bonny [1865] and h i s wife Laura, t h e i r 
mother's s i s t e r . The Bonny post o f f i c e was l o c a t e d a few mi l e s 
from the farm of h i s son Isaac [1886] and h i s wife F l o a 
E l i z a b e t h , who were i n Colorado i n 1910. 

Jacob and h i s sons B i l l and Louis continued t o l i v e on and 
farm s e c t i o n NEl/4 10-6-16 i n Ash Rock. Velma and Velda remember 
the court s e s s i o n where Laura and Isaac [1865] t r i e d to keep 
Jacob from t a k i n g h i s c h i l d r e n back to Ash Rock. As they sat i n 
the f r o n t row, Velma feared l e a v i n g Laura so much she became s i c k 
and began t o c r y while Jake, papa, was t e s t i f y i n g how he could 
p r o p e r l y care f o r them. Velma d i d not want to go w i t h him. Velda 
teased her f o r c r y i n g . Velma r e c a l l s t h a t , "Papa was such a 
g e n t l e man. He must have been as a f r a i d as we were." 

The 1921 hearing gave h i s younger c h i l d r e n back t o Jacob. 
M i l d r e d , Velda and Velma l e f t w i t h him. The twins remember 
stopping at S a l t a i r , a r e s o r t near S a l t Lake C i t y , where Jake 
bought them l i t t l e beaded purses which Velma treasured u n t i l 
hers was l o s t i n a flooded room while she was l i v i n g at 
Clearmont, Wyoming. She kept a l i t t l e c a r e f u l l y carved walnut 
s h e l l i n the purse. 

One of Velda's c l e a r e s t memories of t h i s t r i p was being i n a 
c l o t h i n g s t o r e w i t h l a r g e m i r r o r s . She saw Mid c l e a r l y , but knew 
that was not where Mid was. Such m i r r o r s were a new experience 
and f o r a moment, Mid seemed to have a twin a l s o . 

1 O l i v a . p. 47 
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The twins remember v i v i d l y s i t t i n g i n the back seat of the 
o l d Model T, f i l l e d w i t h u n c e r t a i n t y about t h e i r f a t e . Vernon, 
an i n f a n t when h i s mother died, remained w i t h Isaac and Laura i n 
Idaho as he had no memory of h i s parents. B i l l s t a t e s t h a t , 
"Later Ike and Laura adopted Vernon 1." Laura never stopped 
f e e l i n g badly over l o s i n g her three c h i l d r e n , " even t o t h e i r own 
f a t h e r . She had been a wonderful mother to them. 

Maud's s i s t e r Annie, who l i v e d across the road from the Ash 
Rock farm took care of the g i r l s c l o t h i n g needs. A l s o the L a l a s 
and other neighbors made us c l o t h e s , bathed us, and i n general 
fussed over us t o f i l l the mother r o l e u n t i l Papa married C l a r a . 
The L a l a s , t h e i r f a m i l y ' s c l o s e f r i e n d s , helped d a i l y . Another 
of Jake's f r i e n d s , the doctor who signed Velma's b i r t h 
c e r t i f i c a t e , came to the farm to check the twins very o f t e n . 
Papa's attorney, Brigham Young's son from Stockton, and h i s 
banker from Woodston, were a l s o o f t e n at the farm. "They'd 
b r i n g a l i t t l e j ug of whiskey t o papa and "go look at the farm." 
Kansas was dry so they'd d r i n k a l i t t l e as they rode around. We 
k i d s a l l knew, but didn't say anything, of course", Velma s t a t e d . 

A l l of Jacob's c h i l d r e n except Vernon attended Ash Rock 
School through the e i g h t h grade. Four years of high school took 
place i n Woodston, Kansas, ei g h t miles d i s t a n t . 

The three young c h i l d r e n returned i n t o Ash Rock 1921. 
Jacob met C l a r a and on May 7, 1924 they were married. She was 
C l a r a nee Mc L a i n Thomison Lane, now Bonny. C l a r a Lane had two 
c h i l d r e n of her own. This i s r e f l e c t e d i n the 1925 census. 
A f t e r papa married C l a r a , her parents, "Uncle" Aaron and "Aunt" 
Annie Lane, moved i n t o a small house on the Bonny farm and worked 
f o r Jacob. C l a r a Thomison had separated from her husband and her 
c h i l d r e n ' s f a t h e r . B i l l i e Lane, her second husband, was i l l and 
had d i e d o n l y a month or so a f t e r t h e i r marriage. C l a r a kept the 
name Lane i n Ash Rock u n t i l her marriage t o Jacob. Velma 
remembers "Uncle Aaron", as the c h i l d r e n c a l l e d him, plowing on 
the farm. Now Jake became s t e p - f a t h e r to two of C l a r a ' s 
c h i l d r e n , Evylena, and Floyd Thomison. A granddaughter named 
Freda, Floyd's c h i l d , l i v e d w i t h Jake and C l a r a much l a t e r when 
they moved to C a l i f o r n i a to r e t i r e . C l ara's c h i l d r e n were not 
adopted l e g a l l y , but a l l made t h e i r home w i t h C l a r a and Jacob 
Bonny and Jake's own c h i l d r e n . C l a r a was much younger than Jacob 
but became h i s second wife and he her t h i r d husband. She r a i s e d 
the younger Bonny c h i l d r e n and was a k i n d , l o v i n g mother to them. 

Velma has expressed o f t e n her admiration and love f o r a l l 
three of her "mothers", Maud, Laura, and C l a r a . Laura gave the 
g i r l s more r e a l mothering although C l a r a had them the longest. 
Jake had brought Velma, Velda and M i l d r e d back to Ash Rock i n 
1921 j u s t a f t e r they had s t a r t e d f i r s t grade i n Samuels, Idaho 
and almost two years before t h i s second marriage. 

1 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e , p. 123 
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In 1937, Jacob and C l a r a Bonny moved to Fresno, C a l i f o r n i a , 
h i s home u n t i l h i s death on A p r i l 13, 1947. She was b u r i e d i n 
Fresno. He was b u r i e d beside h i s f i r s t w i f e , Maud, i n Ash Rock 
Cemetery. Jacob, or Jake as he was known, was long remembered i n 
the Ash Rock community as a f i d d l e p l a y e r who had performed at 
many l o c a l dances and s o c i a l s 1 . 

Velda's name was recorded at t h e i r b i r t h , but Velma was baby 
two, "No name l i s t e d " . To get S o c i a l S e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s at age 
62, she was r e q u i r e d to get a b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e . The h o s p i t a l 
records showed only that twins had been born and recorded as 
"Velda" and " c h i l d two - No name l i s t e d " . Based upon brother 
B i l l ' s l e t t e r and Velma's school records a t t e s t i n g t o her name, 
an "amended" c e r t i f i c a t e was issued. 

* * * 
VELMA'S BIRTH CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF KANSAS 821135 
County of "Rooks" State Board of Health, Div. of V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s 
Standard c e r t i f i c a t e of b i r t h 
Township of "Ash Rock" Registration number "81" 
Full name of child "No name listed2" 
Sex of child "Female" Twins, triplets or other "Twins" Number in 
order of birth "two," Legitimate "yes" Date of birth "12/6/1915" 
FATHER MOTHER 
Jacob Bonny "Maud" Van Dyke" 
Residence 
"Woodston Ks" "Woodston Ks" 
Color 
"White" "White" 
Age at l a s t birthday 
"47" "35" 
Birthplace 
"Iowa" "Kansas" 
Occupation 
"Farmer" "Housekeeper" 

Number of children born to this mother including youngest birth "5" 
Number of children of this mother now living "5" 

Certificate of attending physician or midwife 
I hereby certify that I attended the birth of this child who was alive 
at 3 A.M. Signature "Emery E. Colby" Physician or midwife "Physician" 
Address "Woodston Kansas" 

F i l e d 12-6-1915 Registrar "B.S. Williams" 
AMENDED CERTIFICATE JULY 19, 1973 ITEM #1 115-82' 1135 

CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 
(SAME AS ABOVE WITH THESE ADDITIONS:) Name Velma Bonny 

This B i r t h "Twin" I f not single b i r t h "Second" 
Emery E. Colby M.D. Velda's c e r t i f i c a t e had her name c o r r e c t l y 
recorded and was not amended. 

1 O l i v a . p. 173 
2 I t a l i c i n d i c a t e s handwritten on form. 
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Memories of Ash Rock and childhood are v a r i e d and numerous 
f o r Velma. Velda says to her, "You can't remember a l l t h a t ! " But 
she can. She does. We needed more of these jewels of memory. 

Telephones 
The Woodston Mutual Telephone Co.1 began s e r v i c e i n the 

summer of 1904, and the p a r t y l i n e s (and patrons on each) were 
p r i n t e d i n the September 8, 1904 issue of the Weekly Echo w i t h a 
key to the s i g n a l s f o r each number. C a l l s to those not on the 
p a r t y l i n e had to go through the c e n t r a l operator. L = a long 
r i n g , S = a short r i n g . The p a r t i e s on l i n e s s e r v i n g Ash Rock 
were as f o l l o w s (the number of the p a r t y i n d i c a t e s the s i g n a l on 
the l i s t ) : The operator was one long r i n g . 

Line No. 67: 
Operator -L. 
Thomas Donall -L-S 
C.R. Davenport -2S-L 
U.E. Van Dyke -4S-L 
W.H. Orr -3S 
J u l i u s Gravenhorst -4L 

Velma's f a m i l y was not l i s t e d , e i t h e r because they were 
outside of town, or the date of these numbers was d i f f e r e n t . The 
Jacob Bonny phone was "3 Short" r i n g s . Velma refused to 
eavesdrop but she r e c a l l s , as a l l we who grew up w i t h p a r t y l i n e s 
do, the excitement of l i s t e n i n g i n ! 

Mother's Grave 
One of Velma's very e a r l i e s t memories upon t h e i r r e t u r n 

from Idaho to Ash Rock, probably i n 1922, was going to Sunday 
School i n t h e i r p r e t t y dresses. Afterwards they would o f t e n 
cross the road to the cemetery and v i s i t t h e i r mother's grave. 
Of course they had almost no memory of her but the b i g b l a c k 
stone w i t h "Maud" etched i n la r g e l e t t e r s was a wonder. On 
Mothers Day she, Mid, and Velda were very aware of the red 
ribbons everyone wore. They had white because t h e i r mother had 
died. Velma l i k e d the c o l o r red b e t t e r . They knew they were 
d i f f e r e n t i n some mysterious way. 

Mama 
Velma t h i n k s she c a l l e d Laura "Mama" during the Idaho days, 

and a l s o l a t e r her step-mother C l a r a . But the word Mother always 
r e f e r r e d , and s t i l l r e f e r s i n her own mind to her b i r t h Mom. As 
both aged, Laura became Aunt Laura again. 

The Shaving Mug 
In 1904 Papa Jake, then age 35, attended the L o u i s i a n a 

Purchase E x p o s i t i o n and the 1904 Olympics, both i n St. L o u i s , 
M i s s o u r i . The c h i l d r e n remember h i s t a l e s of the t r i p . He found 

1 O l i v a . p. 112 
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among h i s souvenirs a l i t t l e "shot type" g l a s s f o r Velma. I t had 
a p i c t u r e and the words, St Louis Worlds F a i r i n gold. I t was 
l o s t i n Clearmont, Wyoming when the house was flooded. Memory 
of i t i s s t i l l present and c l e a r . 

E a r l y cars and new foods inventions such as i c e d tea were 
shown f o r the f i r s t time i n St. Louis. Jake must have t r i e d the 
new e x c i t i n g t r e a t , the i c e cream cone which was introduced at 
the F a i r . The souvenir g l a s s i s gone but Jacob ordered a shaving 
mug w h i l e at the f a i r . I t s widest diameter i s 3 3/4 inches and 
i s 4 inches t a l l . I t has three g o l d r i n g s p a i n t e d on i t which 
are b adly worn, as i s the gold on the ear. A horse's head i s 
seen through a l a r g e horse shoe, apparently hand painted. "Jacob 
Bonny" i s p r i n t e d by hand i n block l e t t e r s above the p i c t u r e i n 
h a l f i n c h l e t t e r s extending around the cup. On the very bottom 
of the mug i n small s c r i p t l e t t e r s i s "g g-n", probably the 
a r t i s t . Velma has c l e a r memories of t h i s mug being i n "our b i g 
long k i t c h e n " . On the w a l l was a wonderful wind-up cl o c k w i t h a 
s h e l f . Here papa kept the mug w i t h the brush i n s i d e and h i s 
s t r a i g h t edge r a z o r . Velma has the shaving mug s t i l l . 

The Meadow 
During the time when Jake was t a l k i n g w i t h Ike and Laura 

about b r i n g i n g h i s c h i l d r e n back to Kansas from Idaho, Laura was 
c a r e f u l . When she walked to town, she'd take Jake's c h i l d r e n out 
to the meadow and t e l l them to stay there t i l l she came f o r them, 
so t h e i r dad couldn't come and " s t e a l " them away. Rather l i k e 
too much of today's news. 

Velma remembers c l e a r l y s i t t i n g w i t h Velda and her 
stepmother as C l a r a read them a l e t t e r from "Uncle Ike" about 
Laura's death from g r i e f at l o s i n g "her C h i l d r e n , " the twins and 
Mid. She wishes she had thanked them, or at l e a s t her uncle, f o r 
t h e i r l o v i n g years together i n Ike's f a m i l y . 

The Cougars 
There was a bridge near t h e i r Idaho home. Laura would t e l l 

them t o walk q u i e t l y across. She t o l d them to never run, j u s t go 
q u i e t l y where they were going, so the cougars wouldn't get them. 

A v i v i d r e c o l l e c t i o n i s of Aunt Laura r o c k i n g the twins i n 
her l a p , and of .lots of hugs and a f f e c t i o n from her. Velma does 
not remember Papa or Uncle Ike hugging them much, "But we knew 
they loved us !" 

Under the S t a i r s i n Samuels 
While Velda and Velma were examining the "Bonny" photo 

c o l l e c t i o n , Velda described the s o r t of fancy "ladder" up s t a i r s 
to where they s l e p t . Velma was sure there were r e a l s t a i r s , and 
that they h i d and played under them. Each i s sure the other has 
amnesia. Velma remembers the porch around the house, and Velda 
remembers the i n s i d e f u r n i t u r e . She s a i d she was sleep-walking 
once, and somehow was standing on the d i n i n g room t a b l e . Aunt 
Laura heard her and "rescued" her. 
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Trees 
An e a r l y Idaho p i c t u r e showed Ike J r . and Ike Sr. f a m i l i e s 

w i t h Jacob's four c h i l d r e n a l l standing i n a hollowed out t r e e . 
The timber i n d u s t r y was a b i g a t t r a c t i o n there. 

The Wasp 
One experience Velda does remember i s the wasp-sting caper. 

They were p l a y i n g i n the meadow. Velma picked up a h a l f - r o t t e d 
apple. A wasp was "using" the underside and i t rewarded Velma by 
s t i n g i n g her. To Velda's d e l i g h t , she screamed, jumped, and ran 
to Aunt Laura f o r comfort and succor. 

School i n Ash Rock 
The Ash Rock School, i t s teachers, and number e n r o l l e d were 

a l s o recorded by O l i v a . (Velma and Velda entered the Ash Rock 
school i n the 1st grade i n 1922. Both had already s t a r t e d school 
i n Idaho.) 

From O l i v a ' s chapter on schools, some items on the Bonnys 
and f r i e n d s help t e l l Velma's s t o r y . The " P u p i l s attended 
D i s t r i c t 18, the E l d e r , or the Ash Rock School, i n Rooks County, 
Kansas. In 1915-1916 some of the p u p i l s were: Helen 
E l d e r , ( l a t e r Velma's teacher), J u l i e L a l a (one of the L a l a f a m i l y 
who were f a v o r i t e neighbors), John L a l a , W i l l i e Bonny (Big 
brother B i l l who i s o f t e n found i n t h i s volume). Harold E l d e r (a 
good neighbor), James L a l a , L u c i l e E l d e r , A l b e r t L a l a , L e s t e r 
E l d e r , Charley Lana. The teacher was Durward W. Moore. A l b e r t 
L a l a was Treasurer and Jennie Walsh County Superintendent. 

In 1919 E l t o n Murphy was the teacher, The names and ages of 
a l l p u p i l s who began the year 1918-1919 were as f o l l o w s : Louis 
Bonny (7), W i l l i e Bonny (11), Harold E l d e r (13), Helen E l d e r (9), 
Kenneth E l d e r (9), L u c i l e E l d e r (15), Mary E l d e r (11), James L a l a 
(15), John L a l a (12), J u l i a L a l a (10), Charles Macy (8), 
C h a r l o t t e Macy (6). 

On A p r i l 14, 1921 the P u p i l s were W i l l i e Bonny, John L a l a , 
Kenneth E l d e r , Mary El d e r , J u l i a L a l a , C e c i l Power, Charles 
Macy, Elba Smith, V i o l a Hoar, Helen E l d e r , C h a r l o t t e Macy, Louis 
Bonny, L o r e t t a Macy. Dorothy M. Huff was teacher. 

A few items from the teachers' records f o r D i s t r i c t 18, of 
which most were l o c a t e d f o r the years a f t e r 1903, may be of 
i n t e r e s t . In the 1904-1905 school year, when there were twenty-
e i g h t p u p i l s taught by Aura Bice, the three young people w i t h the 
highest grades i n school were Anna Bonny (Velma's aunt), Charles 
E l d e r , and Henry McCall. The best attendance r e c o r d was h e l d by 
C u r t i s M c C a l l . 

The d a i l y schedule f o r the twenty-eight students of N e t t i e 
Leverton i n 1910-1911 was as f o l l o w s (each r e c i t a t i o n p e r i o d was 
from ten t o f i f t e e n minutes lo n g ) : 

9:00 a.m. Opening Ex e r c i s e s 
Primer Class 
F i r s t Reader 
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Second Reader 
T h i r d A r i t h m e t i c 
Fourth and F i f t h A r i t h m e t i c 
S i x t h and Seventh A r i t h m e t i c 
Eig h t h A r i t h m e t i c 

10:30 a.m. Recess 
T h i r d and Fourth S p e l l i n g 
F i f t h and S i x t h S p e l l i n g 
Seventh and Eighth S p e l l i n g 
T h i r d Reading 
Fourth and F i f t h Reading 
S i x t h and Seventh Reading 
Eighth Kansas H i s t o r y 

12:00-1:00 Lunch Hour 
Primer Class 
F i r s t Reader 
Second Reader 
T h i r d Reader 
F i f t h Geography 
S i x t h and Seventh Physiology 
Eig h t h Geography 

2:30 p.m. Recess 
T h i r d and Fourth H i s t o r y 
F i f t h and S i x t h H i s t o r y 
Seventh and Eighth Conversational 
Lesson 
F i r s t and Second Language 
T h i r d Grammar 
Fourth and F i f t h Grammar 
W r i t i n g (Penmanship) 

4:00 p.m. D i s m i s s a l 

C l e a r l y , as one would expect, the emphasis was on the b a s i c s 
of reading, w r i t i n g , and a r i t h m e t i c . There were v a r i a t i o n s , 
depending on who was teaching. In 1913-1914, A z e l Van Dyke had a 
c l a s s on a g r i c u l t u r e and another on c l a s s i c l i t e r a t u r e . Dorothy 
Huff, 1920-1921, a l s o i n c l u d e d these two c l a s s e s i n the 
c u r r i c u l u m . Four p u p i l s had p e r f e c t attendance that year: Dora 
Hoar, J u l i a L a l a , Moyne Van d e r l i p , and Laurence V a n d e r l i p . Among 
e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t i e s , 1920-1921, were attendance at the 
Harvest Home F e s t i v a l at Ash Rock Church on October 8, 1920, 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n Woodston Rural High School F a i r , October 15, 
where D i s t r i c t 18 won second p r i z e on F i e l d and Garden Product 
D i s p l a y and Helen E l d e r won second p r i z e f o r home-canned 
products. The school h e l d a box supper on November 24. There 
was a l a s t - d a y - o f - s c h o o l program and dinner on A p r i l 14, 1921. 
The p o t l u c k dinner on the l a s t day of school was t r a d i t i o n a l f o r 
a l l the schools throughout the years they were a c t i v e . Some 
a d d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s noted the f o l l o w i n g year were a Halloween 
program and box supper (proceeds $15.55), Christmas program, 
V a l e n t i n e Party, and Rooks County School Day i n A p r i l . 
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Esther E l d e r ' s p u p i l s performed w e l l at the Woodston 
Community F a i r i n 1922. Four won second p r i z e f o r s t o r y w r i t i n g 
i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e grades: Mabel McNutt, Kenneth E l d e r , Louis 
Bonny, and L i b b i e V e l h a r t i c k y who a l s o won f i r s t p r i z e i n sewing 
f o r those over twelve years of age, and C h a r l o t t e Macy won f i r s t 
i n sewing f o r those under twelve. Evelyn V a n d e r l i p won f i r s t 
p r i z e i n bread making. Zona Casteel won f i r s t p r i z e on white 
cake, Thelma Johnson won f i r s t on dark cake, and Evelyn V a n d e r l i p 
won f i r s t on angel food cake. Helen E l d e r won f i r s t and Evelyn 
Va n d e r l i p second i n the canning d i v i s i o n . Charles Macy won f i r s t 
p r i z e f o r drawing a Rooks County map. Lumir V e l h a r t i c k y won 
f i r s t and C e c i l Power won second i n corn growing, and Kenneth 
E l d e r won f i r s t i n wheat growing. Frank McNutt won f i r s t i n 
p o u l t r y . In the fudge contest, Evelyn V a n d e r l i p won f i r s t and 
Mary E l d e r second. 

The Spring Branch d i s t r i c t t r e a s u r e r ' s books f o r the l a t e 
1920's and 1930's show the e f f e c t s of the Great Depression on 
s a l a r i e s : 

1928- 1929, Marian Baker $87.50/month 
1929- 1930, Edna Lesher 75.00/month 
1930- 1931, Harlan M i l l e r 70.00/month 
1931- 1932, Helen M i l l e r 50.00/month 
1932- 1933, Helen M i l l e r 35.00/month 
1933- 1934, Helen M i l l e r 40.00/month 
1934- 1935, Helen M i l l e r 40.00/month 
1935- 1936, Velda Murphy 40.00/month 
1936- 1937, Velda Murphy 40.00/month 1 

Esther E l d e r taught 1922-1923. Twenty two students were 
e n r o l l e d . (She must have been Velma's teacher but i s not 
remembered.) 

M y r t l e Balmer, 1923-1924, Students e n r o l l e d 21, (Taught 
Velma. They were the Bonny's neighbors. Velma and Velda played 
wi t h her c h i l d r e n . ) 

Joe Pauley, 1924-1925, Students e n r o l l e d 25, and i n 1925-
1926, 26 students, D i s t r i c t 18. Velma remembers him w e l l as a 
t a l l and slender young man who married during the second year he 
taught her, 1925-1926. 

Mary E l d e r , 1926-1927, Students e n r o l l e d 21, and i n 1927-
1928 23 students. (Another neighbor, young, 18 or so years o l d . 
Velma met her at the c e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n i n Woodston.) 

1928-1929 No student number a v a i l a b l e , No teacher l i s t e d . 
John P. Colburn, 1929-1930, No student number a v a i l a b l e , (He 

taught Velma during her l a s t year at Ash Rock, 8th grade, and 
a l s o taught her during 7th grade. Velda was i l l i n 2nd grade so 
she was f o o l i s h l y moved back to the 1st grade, hence Velma 
f i n i s h e d a year e a r l i e r . John was s t i l l l i v i n g i n R u s s e l l , 
Kansas i n 1993, according to Velma. He was s t r i c t and loved 

1 O l i v a . 67-76 
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Velda as a student but Velma was not as w e l l acquainted w i t h him. 
He was about 22-23 years of age). 

Velma remembers Ash Rock school as the most wonderful place 
she ever was. When they had recess, the whole school went across 
the road and played b a s e b a l l i n the grass f i e l d i n the summer, 
and fox and geese i n the winter. Velma says she was i n love w i t h 
Joe E l d e r , Mary's l i t t l e brother. 

The school was a one room frame b u i l d i n g w i t h the pot 
b e l l i e d stove r i g h t i n the middle. The desks were i n rows 
fastened together. The f l a g was r a i s e d w i t h the Pledge of 
A l l e g i a n c e by the whole school. The o l d e r boys d i d the a c t u a l 
r a i s i n g . The group lowered the f l a g each evening. 

Everyone was i n a Christmas p l a y each year f o r the parents, 
and community. Box suppers were common w i t h b i d d i n g f o r the 
boxes, which were decorated. Thanksgiving, Kansas Day, indeed 
a l l h o l i d a y s were ce l e b r a t e d . Spell-downs were fun when i t was 
too c o l d t o go out. The b e l l i n the l i t t l e tower was rung f o r 
the s t a r t of school, f o r recess to end, and other occasions. 
This b e l l was moved to the Ash Rock church l a t e r . Grades one to 
e i g h t were taught, u s u a l l y by one teacher, at Ash Rock 1. 

Woodston Rur a l High School 
Velma's brother Louis was a Woodston High School f o o t b a l l , 

b a s k e t b a l l , and t r a c k s t a r and was Senior Class P r e s i d e n t . He 
was very c a r i n g and s t r i c t w i t h h i s l i t t l e s i s t e r and had her 
r o l l her socks up, or down, stop chewing gum, and many other 
"shape-up" e x e r c i s e s . He had a heart leakage but was a c t i v e i n 
a l l s p o r t s and good at them. Doctors wanted him t o be more 
c a r e f u l , but he competed. He d i e d at around 40. Today he 
probably could have been helped. 

The school c o l o r s were Purple and Gold! For Freshman 
i n i t i a t i o n they had a "spank l i n e " reminiscent of the gauntlet 
where the f r o s h ran between two l i n e s of upperclassmen and were 
swatted r a t h e r g e n t l y , she i m p l i e d . A l s o , they were l e d i n 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , stood on a board and b l i n d f o l d e d . The board was 
r a i s e d and j i g g l e d while t h e i r i n q u i s i t o r s spoke of how high i t 
was being r a i s e d . Each i n i t i a t e was then ordered to jump, and 
d i d so w i t h f e a r . Of course they were only a few inches o f f the 
f l o o r and landed on a s o f t pad. " I t was a wonderful time." 

B i g b r o t h e r B i l l gave the twins t h e i r high school nicknames, 
another of many happy memories of t h i s wonderful time. Velma's 
was "Johnny", and she loved i t . "Topsy" was Velda. Maybe Velma 
should be "Tipsy" now! "A l o a f of bread, a jug of wine..." She 
i s a world c l a s s o p t i m i s t ! 

Donna, Velma's baby, loved to hear of her Bonny uncles and 
how devoted her mother was to them. "I loved t o hear her t a l k 
about B i l l . I r e a l l y didn't know him that w e l l but I f e l t as 
though I d i d . I loved him because of her s t o r i e s . I wish she 
would open up. She has so much to say f o r us." 

1 O l i v a . p, 392 
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Family P i c t u r e s 
The f a m i l y p o r t r a i t s of the Van Dyke and the Bonny grand­

parents are one of Velma's e a r l i e s t memories. "The faces are so 
c l e a r . " They hung from p i c t u r e molding i n the l i v i n g room. The 
baseboards below matched and were a foot wide w i t h a b e a u t i f u l 
n a t u r a l wood f i n i s h . A f t e r Jacob remarried, the p i c t u r e s were 
moved u p s t a i r s to the a t t i c by mommy, "not my "mother", where Velma 
would go sometimes, p u l l them out and look at them. "They had 
heavy massive gold frames, and grandpa Van Dyke's beard reached 
c l e a r t o h i s wai s t " . This p a r t i c u l a r p i c t u r e i s i n the Ash Rock 
town h i s t o r y . She was t o l d , or remembers, that grandpa Isaac 
[1822] helped b u i l d the Ash Rock stone church according t o br o t h e r 
B i l l . Her new mommy pai n t e d a l l the house moldings and baseboards 
a s o f t grey c o l o r . Velma l i k e d the n a t u r a l wood f i n i s h b e t t e r . 
"Oh I wish I had kept some c o n t r o l of those p o r t r a i t s , " she says. 

Sketches of the farm layout and the f l o o r p l a n of the home and 
i t s rooms are needed from Velma so grandkids can see where and how 
"Gama Re" l i v e d . 

Climbing and C l o t h i n g 
When she was s i x or seven, Velma loved t o climb up i n t o the 

Hackberry Tree, eat the b e r r i e s and s i t and t h i n k . "Just cause I 
was a k i d and k i d s climb t r e e s . The grove was j u s t a l i t t l e way 
from the house. Papa had planted a grove on each corner of the 
farm. One was Walnut. This one was Hackberry. We had to p i c k up 
the walnuts and clean o f f the husks. I hated them, hard work. 

"I would wear l i t t l e dresses and climb the t r e e i n them. We 
wore a n k l e t s and shoes and sateen bloomers f o r every day but never 
pants or s l a c k s . We were p r e t t y , w i t h our s l i p s and p a n t i e s . 
Mamma made our house dresses, l o v e l y l i t t l e c l o t h e s , i n which we 
worked and played. They were made of yards of m a t e r i a l . I made 
a l l my own g i r l s ' square dancing dresses. 

"I loved p l a y i n g alone, but I played w i t h my s i s t e r s and 
brothers too, Hide and Seek, Fox and Geese, and Tag. They must 
have climbed the tre e s w i t h me too, but I remember me, a l l alone up 
there, t h i n k i n g . We got a bounty f o r b l a c k b i r d s , and r a b b i t ears. 
We shot them w i t h a 22. Those were happy contented days." 

The M i r r o r Mystery 
"I loved the corn patch too. I'd hide from everyone, but i t 

was p r e t t y c l o s e to the house. I broke mamma's m i r r o r by throwing 
i t , so I h i d i n the corn patch a l l day. They searched f o r me but I 
remained hidden t i l l evening. Papa didn't spank me. He never 
spanked us, ever. The "north 40" had corn. Our w i n d m i l l s pumped 
water i n t o a tank which overflowed i n t o ponds. We played and swam 
there. When i t was hot the animals loved them too." 

The Doctor Book 
"Sometimes when the f o l k s were gone to town Velda, Mid and I 

would p r a c t i c e our research s k i l l s . We knew where Papa kept the 
key t o h i s desk, and we'd get out h i s l i t t l e account book of farm 
expenses. Every penny was l i s t e d , "3 cents f o r n a i l s t o f i x door," 
et c . His medical reference book was there too. L i k e Tom Sawyer,' 
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we had questions answered we hadn't even asked yet, but my most 
v i v i d memory i s of a sketch of a woman w i t h twins i n the womb ready 
to be born. So, Velda and I knew about ourselves very young 
indeed." 

Thou S h a l t Not S t e a l 
When the twins were about s i x years o l d , they were at Aunt 

Annie's house and found some chewing gum. They could not r e s i s t 
t r y i n g i t and threw the wrappers under F r a n c i s ' s bed. "Annie's 
daughter F r a n c i s switched our legs w i t h a limber w i l l o w . We d i d 
not f o r g e t or f o r g i v e her !" 

Donna almost remembers hearing of her mother at age nine or 
ten being i n School, Kansas at her cousin Bertha Camp's house. The 
usual Saturday Night Dance was going on. Papa "Jake" and Uncle 
B i l l E a r l y played the f i d d l e s and e i t h e r brother B i l l or Bertha 
would p l a y the organ. Bertha was 19, very b e a u t i f u l , and she wore 
makeup. "Kids my age d i d n ' t . " Velma f i l l e d Bertha's rouge p u f f as 
f u l l as she could w i t h the rouge and t i e d i t i n t o her handkerchief. 
"We always c a r r i e d a n i c e hanky when we went out," she s a i d . Her 
l i f e was r u i n e d f o r the next week, no sleep, constant worry, g u i l t 
up t o her ears. She couldn't wait f o r the next dance to put the 
p u f f back i n t o the l i t t l e g o l d case where i t belonged. I have 
never wanted to take anything again, ever," she says. This Bertha 
has a daughter named P a t r i c i a who gave us p i c t u r e s and memorabilia 
about the Bonnys and Van Dykes. 

"I never t o l d any one, then." Years l a t e r while she was 
d a t i n g her husband-to-be, Don Jacobs, he "picked up" a set of s a l t 
and pepper shakers i n a r e s t a u r a n t . I made i t c l e a r to him that i f 
he d i d n ' t r e t u r n them i t would be a l l over, so Don t o l d the 
r e s t a u r a n t owner, "The p a r t y ' s over," and l e f t the c e l l a r s on the 
counter. Don was the more r e l i g i o u s , but on s t e a l i n g , Velma was 
never unsure again." 

Among Don and Velma's daughters the name Jacobs has been 
preserved by Tim and Gina Hand, son of Pat Hand and Karen Jacobs, 
who named a son Jacob D a n i e l Hand a f t e r h i s two p a t e r n a l great 
grandfathers. Bonny was used by Velma's s i s t e r M i l d r e d Maud, who 
named her daughter Bonnie G a i l Gardner. 

Christmas at Last 
"Velma and her s i s t e r s always got a d o l l f o r Christmas, and a 

new dress. The d o l l s were given us a the church s o c i a l on 
Christmas Eve. The V a n d e r l i p g i r l always had the biggest d o l l on 
the town t r e e there. We sewed f o r these d o l l s . The l a s t one I 
r e c e i v e d was l o s t i n the f l o o d I've mentioned. I t d i e d . 

"We continued t h i s t r a d i t i o n w i t h our own k i d s , but when the 
twins were 13 we decided they were too o l d . They f e l t d i f f e r e n t l y , 
and t o t h i s day I f e e l g u i l t y about them c r y i n g because there was 
no d o l l f o r them under our t r e e , " s a i d Velma. 

New Years Eve 
"As c h i l d r e n we were t o l d that at midnight on December 31, a l l 

the cows would moo. I f one l i s t e n e d c a r e f u l l y , you could a l s o hear 

Page 20 



the horses whinny. Each new year we'd t r y stay awake to hear t h i s , 
but couldn't. We b e l i e v e d ! " 

Easter Eggs 
"We would look out the window and see smoke a r i s i n g behind the 

outhouse. We were t o l d the Easter Bunnies were out there c o l o r i n g 
our eggs. Of course Jake had sneaked out to b u i l d the f i r e . " 

P l a y i n g i n the S i l o 
"I seemed to spend a l o t of time p l a y i n g alone. One of my 

f a v o r i t e t h i n g s was to s i t i n the granary day dreaming and pour 
wheat through my f i n g e r s and onto my l e g s . " 

The New Blue Model "T" 
Sometime a f t e r Velma and Velda returned t o Ash Rock w i t h t h e i r 

dad, he went to Downs, Kansas and brought t h e i r f i r s t brand new 
automobile. I t was the f i r s t year the Model A was s o l d . "Ours was 
a blue four door Model T Ford. Later on Louis purchased a new 
Model A w i t h a rumble seat i n which we loved to r i d e . L o i s and h i s 
dad p i c k e d up t h e i r new Model A's on the same day." 

P o l i s h i n g and Washing 
A f t e r Jacob married Velma and Velda's stepmother, C l a r a would 

have the k i d s p o l i s h a l l the s i l v e r and shine a l l the windows i n 
the house t i l l they gleamed. This a c t i v i t y was t h e i r every 
Saturday chore. 

Brothers B i l l , Louis and Vernon: and S i s t e r Mid 
* 

Mid seemed to the twins to be more than an o l d e r s i s t e r . Even 
i n 1995, Velma cannot t a l k long about her without a t e a r appearing 
i n her eye. The death of Mildred's daughter, Bonnie G a i l , and her 
own, too e a r l y , death a m p l i f y the a n g e l i c memories of them which 
p e r s i s t ' t o d a y . She was very popular and was J u n i o r Class 
P r e s i d e n t . Velma, as a new Sophomore, "rode i n on her, and her 
b r o t h e r s ' c o a t t a i l s " to become c l a s s s e c r e t a r y / t r e a s u r e r her f i r s t 
year i n high school." 

When Maud die d , Jake f e l t so badly that he deeded p o r t i o n s of 
p r o p e r t y t o each c h i l d . "Papa and C l a r a v i s i t e d each year, and we 
shared payments on property that was being farmed on shares. Louis 
farmed much of the property. Don d i d not l e a r n about Velma's 
"other" income u n t i l a f t e r her marriage. She t o l d him, "At l e a s t I 
know you didn't marry me f o r my money." 

Mid, Velma and Velda, indeed most Kansas k i d s who didn't go to 
c o l l e g e , were expected t o be on t h e i r own. The twins got an 
apartment, and Velma worked part time while they f i n i s h e d high 
school. They were on t h e i r own, and succeeded. They rented w i t h 
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a lady named Mrs. A l l e n , a t i n y bed room which was always c o l d i n 
the w i n t e r . The twins had f r i e n d , Mae Saun, who would come 
over and sleep w i t h them to help keep warm. 

When the twins graduated from Woodston High, they bought 
p r e t t y grey s u i t s . M i l d r e d , who was always a model of love and 
c a r i n g , and r e a l l y looked out f o r her l i t t l e s i s t e r s , bought them 
matching p r i n t blouses to go w i t h t h e i r new s u i t s . She worked at 
the court house and o f t e n brought them g i f t s . Indeed, a f t e r 
t h e i r parents moved, Mid became another mother i s some very 
s p e c i a l , very equal, way. Louis shared t h i s love and concern f o r 
h i s s i s t e r s . 

Mid l i v e d w i t h the p r i n c i p a l of the high school and h i s 
w i f e , and worked f o r them. She was wonderful i n h i s eyes. They 
had a small son f o r whom she was r e s p o n s i b l e when she was not i n 
s c h o o l . t h e i r t r i p s and entertainment, i n c l u d e d Mid. L a t e r she 
worked as a t y p i s t at the Norton, Kansas Court House. Her h i g h 
school book i s evidence of her achievements and her p o p u l a r i t y . 
He t y p i n g award i s there a l s o . 

When Mid i s mentioned Velma's eyes glow w i t h admiration. 
She and Velda were and are as c l o s e as twins can be! They 
graduated i n 1935! Mid graduated on May 13, 1932. A l l from 
Woodston R u r a l High School 

** 

A f t e r Jacob homesteaded i n Ash Rock, he seemed content t o 
stay there and remained an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n community 
a f f a i r s . He remodeled the f a m i l y home making i t bigger and more 
comfortable. He d i d not move away u n t i l he r e t i r e d w i t h C l a r a i n 
C a l i f o r n i a . 

But B i l l , more l i k e Uncle Ike, L e f t home when h i s dad 
remarried and t r i e d a number of occupations and l o c a t i o n s . 
W i l l i a m Jacob Bonny was born A p r i l 13, 1907. His death occurred 
on June 10, 1982 at h i s cabin near Granby, Colorado. The f u n e r a l 
was h e l d at the F i r s t United Methodist Church and he i s b u r i e d at 
the I.O.O.F. Cemetery i n Clayton, N. M. 

B i l l f i n i s h e d high school e a r l y , and went to barber school 
i n Kansas C i t y . In h i s e a r l y 20's he attended a r t school there 
a l s o . A l l who knew him commented upon h i s s k i l l as an a r t i s t . 
He met an e a r l y love there and was planning marriage. L u c k i l y he 
waited f o r A l t h e a , and had a happy marriage and f a m i l y . 

He became an apprentice baker i n Norton, Kansas, and met and 
married A l t h e a Jacobs of New Mexico. He went i n t o the bakery 
business i n Woodston, Kansas. He and h i s brother Louis l a t e r ran 
an auto agency, s e l l i n g General Motors cars i n Tampa, Texas. 

B i l l l i v e d i n Greeley twice, once i n the immediate area of 
both the e d i t o r s ' homes. He was managing p a r t s f o r C l i n t o n 
A v i a t i o n i n Denver when he l o s t h i s l e g i n an accident while 
going to Jacob's f u n e r a l . Louis was w i t h him i n the car. 

A f t e r f l o r i s t school he opened a shop i n Clayton, New 
Mexico. With a new r e a l e s t ate l i c e n s e , he s o l d l o t s i n the 
mountains and b u i l t a wonderful cabin near Granby, Colorado 
c a l l e d Bonny Brae. I t i s now owned by h i s daughter, Ruth Marie. 
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He a l s o bought and s o l d r e a l e s t ate near Phoenix and a l s o 
Tucson, where he owned a l o v e l y home. 

*** 

Meda Swank Bonny wrote to Velma i n the winter of 1992 a s k i n g 
f o r memories of her husband Louis f o r a booklet being compiled 
f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , Eugene Bonny, K e i t h Bonny, and Lynda 
Jackson. He was b u r i e d i n the Ash Rock cemetery. 

Louis was born October 15, 1911 on the Bonny farm i n Ash 
Rock, Kansas. He married Meda Mae on May 14, 1931. 

Velma's answer, on November 11, A r m i s t i c e Day, 1992, g i v e s 
another d e l i g h t f u l p e r s p e c t i v e to the Bonny f a m i l y l i f e i n Ash 
Rock 

Dear Meda, 
Thanks f o r reminding me to remember our brother and your 

husband w i t h more than a passing thought. You have warmed my 
heart and my hopes. How long you two were so c l o s e . Your 
wedding on Woodston High graduation day brought joy to a l l of us 
who love you both. The memories flooded i n , here are a f a v o r i t e 
few. 

Papa, B i l l and Louis came to v i s i t us at Uncle Ike and Aunt 
Laura's house i n Samuels, Idaho. I see s t i l l Louis and B i l l 
coming down the h i l l on s k i s they made by shaping boards i n t o 
s k i s and c u t t i n g grooves i n them. The boards were soaked i n 
b o i l i n g water to bend the t i p s . 

Soon a f t e r t h i s Velda and I were back l i v i n g i n Kansas. 
When the f a m i l y drove to town, Louis and we g i r l s rode i n the 
back seat of the car. Louis would s t r e t c h h i s arm across us to 
make sure we_sat up s t r a i g h t and p r o p e r l y . He must have l i k e d 
h i s l i t t l e s i s t e r s a l o t . He b u i l t a wooden wagon f o r us. We'd 
h i t c h i t up to our b e a u t i f u l dog named "U No" who would p u l l us 
around the yard. 

Papa, B i l l , and Louis were a l l keen marksmen. They taught 
us to t a r g e t shoot, which e v e n t u a l l y l e d to shooting b l a c k b i r d s 
and r a b b i t s . 

Papa married mamma, C l a r a McClain Thomison, when Velda and 
I were about ei g h t years o l d . Louis was twelve. He accepted the 
marriage, but B i l l l e f t home. At t h i s age Louis would r i s e 
e a r l y , maybe three or four a.m., and go set h i s t r a p s . He'd go 
back to bed as we were g e t t i n g up. He'd m i l k the cows and then 
be o f f to school. 

At home about t h i s same age , he b u i l t a car. I t was mostly 
engine, s t e e r i n g wheel, crank, wheels and running boards. A 
p i c t u r e of i t e x i s t s somewhere. I t i s a c l e a r memory to me 
because I had t o hand him engine p a r t s as he put i t together. 

Louis farmed the north f o r t y acres. I t h i n k he was 14 or 
15. By then he had h i s own t r a c t o r . In our eyes he was so b i g , 
so powerful, and so important. 

He entered h i s s e n i o r year when I became a freshman. He was 
a b i g wheel i n f o o t b a l l , b a s k e t b a l l , t r a c k , and other s p o r t s and 
I t h i n k he was president of the Senior C l a s s . Mid was p r e s i d e n t 
of the J u n i o r C l a s s . They paved the way f o r t h e i r l i t t l e s i s t e r , 
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me. I loved the a t t e n t i o n and a l l the boys. Louis kept h i s eye 
on me when I got c a r r i e d away. He was so proper and he expected 
me t o f o l l o w h i s example. He scolded me many times. 

But school was GREAT! Louis drove h i s Model A Ford w i t h a 
rumble seat. The Dunlap boys drove a Chevy. They were always 
t r y i n g t o prove which make of car was number "1". We'd race side 
by s i d e as f a s t as the cars would go. 

Meda, You and Louis made an impact on so many of us. The 
" p e r f e c t couple" l o v i n g cup would have been yours. You, the 
cheerleader, the s i n g e r , the f a s t e s t l i t t l e b a s k e t b a l l p l a y e r on 
the g i r l s team. Louis too was a b a s k e t b a l l p l a y e r . I s h a l l 
always remember him shooting a basket from center court. I was 
so proud of him. My B i g Brother! 

Remember when Louis was i n bed a l l summer s h o r t l y a f t e r you 
were married? He t o r e up h i s l e g by s k i d d i n g i n t o a base p l a y i n g 
b a s e b a l l . He was i n t r a c t i o n f o r weeks. To me he was a j a c k - o f -
a l l - t r a d e s , t a k i n g h i s equipment through Kansas and Nebraska to 
shuck corn. I don't remember e x a c t l y the time he had a d a i r y and 
d e l i v e r e d m i l k i n town, but you were j u s t a young f a m i l y going 
through Nebraska and the Dakotas to harvest. Then you s e t t l e d i n 
Woodston. He had a f i l l i n g s t a t i o n and garage. I t h i n k you 
rented the cabins and Louis was the town mechanic. In Loveland, 
next, you bought a s p o r t i n g goods s t o r e . We a l s o v i s i t e d you i n 
Borger, Texas. He had a car agency there. 

Then that t e r r i b l e automobile accident occurred when Louis 
and B i l l were rushing to Papa's bedside i n C a l i f o r n i a . I wasn't 
there but hearing how he cared f o r and s u f f e r e d w i t h B i l l when he 
l o s t h i s l e g s t i l l a f f e c t s me. 

Louis played an important p a r t i n shaping my l i f e . I loved 
him w i t h such p r i d e . Louis was "God" to me! 

* * * * 

A f t e r Laura died, "of a broken heart over l o s i n g her three 
c h i l d r e n , " as Ike reported; and the g i r l s were back home i n 
Kansas w i t h t h e i r f a t h e r ; Vernon, who remained w i t h Ike and Laura 
and was adopted by them. He corresponded w i t h Velma and Velda 
about t h e i r p l ans. He was to save money to b r i n g them back to 
Idaho so they could a l l be together again. 

Vernon, a f t e r Laura's death, d i d not fare as w e l l as before 
w i t h h i s Uncle Ike. He soon l e f t the home to be on h i s own. On 
one v i s i t t o Kansas he ran out of money and worked i n the beet 
f i e l d s f o r a time i n Colorado. His employer, because he was only 
15 or so perhaps, refused t o pay him. He discussed "getting' 
even" plans w i t h h i s sympathetic s i s t e r s . 

He was a good boxer as a young man. In WWII he j o i n e d the 
Marines b e l i e v i n g he could, w i t h t h e i r help, win the war q u i c k l y . 
As an a d u l t he was very s u c c e s s f u l and was h a p p i l y married. His 
w i f e ' s sudden death was devastating. A second marriage followed, 
and h i s own death soon afterwards. 

His business i n Port Angelus, Washington, was p r o f i t a b l e . 
He had town, mountain, and beach homes. His business o f t e n took 
him t o Singapore. Velma remembers h i s Chinese a s s o c i a t e s 
weeping over t h e i r l o s t f r i e n d . A l l the town f l a g s were flown 
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at half-mast i n h i s memory. He knew and l i k e d everyone i n town. 
Vernon i s seen i n many of Laura and Ike's photos. Although He 
grew up apart from h i s own f a m i l y , t h e i r love and f e e i n g of 
closeness and interdependence continued strong. 

Velma's conversations about each of her brothers r e f l e c t the 
same great love and p r i d e that i s so obvious i n the w r i t t e n 
t r i b u t e t o Louis above. Anyone who knows Velma knows how grand 
her s i b l i n g s and o f f s p r i n g were - are! 

Bonnv Family Friends 
During our f i r s t i n t e r v i e w w i t h Goldie F r i n g e r about Bonny, 

Colorado many memories of these e a r l y Ash Rock days came out. 
Most of that d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be found w i t h the Bonny Post o f f i c e 
m a t e r i a l below. R e c o l l e c t i o n s of Ash Rock from Goldie have been 
preserved here, i n her exact words as much as p o s s i b l e . 

G o l d i e : "Well, L u l a Rogers, and Andrew Rogers was neighbors 
of t h e i r s . Maud was Aunt Laura's S i s t e r . I saw them one time. I 
remember how they looked. They were both l a r g e people and he had 
a b i g mustache. I used to go over there a l o t . We o n l y l i v e d 
about 1 mile from Uncle Isaac [1865] . They had t h e i r farm and we 
l i v e d on a farm so I saw them a l o t . I wasn't very o l d cause 
when we l e f t t hat country I was twelve. Uncle Isaac was s t i l l 
there I b e l i e v e . 

"Uncle Jake i s the one that took mom and us k i d s to 
Woodston to catch the t r a i n to go out to Wallace. Dad had come 
out there w i t h a couple of others. Way out west was what we 
s a i d , t o Rooks County, Kansas." 

Velma: "Aunt Annie and Uncle W i l l , (Ike's [1865] s i s t e r and 
her husband), were j u s t our f a v o r i t e aunt and uncle. They used 
to come to our farm a l o t . " 

G o l d i e : "Jake had, l i k e a s p r i n g wagon and i t had a top and 
he fastened the c u r t a i n s on. You know, buttoned them on. We got 
i n there and he took us to meet the t r a i n . My dad took a l o a d of 
s t u f f i n covered wagons, they took two of them. Uncle C a r l Camp 
drove the other one. We stayed w i t h Uncle Jake and Aunt Maud a 
few days so we could get there a f t e r dad would be there w i t h our 
f u r n i t u r e . " 

Velma: "We must have been t i n y babies when you were there." 
G o l d i e : "Oh yes. I can't t h i n k now. B i l l was o l d enough to 

d r i v e . 
The o l d e s t went to school to Woodston, no that was l a t e r . 

Four of us s l e p t out on that screened i n porch." 
Velma: "Yes, I remember that porch." 
G o l d i e : "They put some g u i l t s down and we l a i d on them. 

A f t e r I married, I married when I was eighteen, and I had Rachel, 
so i t was about three years l a t e r . We stopped and stayed a l l 
night w i t h Uncle Jake and we s l e p t i n the l i v i n g room. When we 
got there i t was k i n d of l a t e i n the evening." 

Velma: Was mother s t i l l a l i v e ? " 
G o l d i e : "No, i t was h i s second w i f e . They were canning i n 

the b o i l e r . You know how you can i n b o i l i n g water and screw the 
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l i d s on. They were busy doing that when we drove i n . They 
d i d n ' t know we was coming." 

Velma: "On Sundays there would be 25 or 3 0 people there f o r 
i c e cream or watermelon. I can remember us k i d s p l a y i n g outside 
and the men sat i n the house a p l a y i n g h i s record machine w i t h 
the horn, those o l d t h i c k V i c t o r d i s k s , those Uncle Josh records. 
Do You Remember papa p l a y i n g the f i d d l e ? " 

G o l d i e : "Oh c e r t a i n l y , how many times I've danced. When I 
wasn't b i g enough to dance w i t h a partner why L i d a Camp, th a t ' s 
A r t Camp's daughter, and I were the same age. We'd get together 
on the round dances and we'd go c l e a r around the edge and not 
bother anybody, but how we would dance! Uncle Isaac [1865] and 
Uncle Jacob played." 

Velma: "and brother B i l l played the o l d pump organ." 
G o l d i e : "Yah, w i t h the back on and the m i r r o r i n i t . " 

Papa's Death and Velda 
When Velma's "Papa" Jacob died, Velda was having a d i f f i c u l t 

pregnancy. She f e l t she could not go to the f u n e r a l , so she 
tended baby Donna while I, Don, and probably t h e i r other 
c h i l d r e n , attended. L a t e r Velda l o s t her baby. She and J . C. 
adopted c h i l d r e n and are great parents. 
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Chapter Two 
BONNY, COLORADO POST OFFICE 

Post O f f i c e s and General Stores 
An a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "Post O f f i c e s and General Stores" i n the 

H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson County sets the theme of t h i s work and f i t s 
our f i n d i n g s on Bonny very n i c e l y . 

"Many of us can remember the l i t t l e "Pa and Ma" grocery 
st o r e s i n our towns when we were c h i l d r e n . Many of us made our 
f i r s t purchases at these s t o r e s . Most items were s t a p l e s such as 
c o f f e e , f l o u r , sugar, bread, l a r d , and other sundry items. Most 
of us w i l l never forget the g l a s s candy j a r s and the c o n t a i n e r s 
h o l d i n g c r a c k e r s , one of which i s now my bread box. I t has the 
words "National B i s c u i t Co" on the f r o n t above the g l a s s i n s e r t . 
These same sto r e s were found on the p r a i r i e and provided the 
" n e c e s s i t i e s " f o r the growing r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n i n a community. 
We must remember that t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was by walking, r i d i n g a 
horse or t a k i n g the buggy to get the m a i l and make a purchase or 
two. I can f e e l the excitement of going and p o s s i b l y meeting a 
neighbor, of hearing "the news", and of f i l l i n g the s o c i a l needs 
of people who were r a t h e r i s o l a t e d on t h e i r farms. 

"Today f i n d s us deep i n the search f o r these small s t o r e s 
and post o f f i c e s tucked away i n the corner of someone's home or 
maybe i n i t ' s own b u i l d i n g w i t h a h i t c h i n g post out f r o n t . From 
s e v e r a l maps and w r i t t e n sources we have been able to gather b i t s 
and pieces of t h i s puzzle and hope that you w i l l f i n d a new name 
to add to our amazing h i s t o r y of K i t Carson County. 

"We know that some of these post o f f i c e s and general s t o r e s 
are m i s s i n g from the m a t e r i a l that we have i n c l u d i n g " V a l l e y " and 
" E a s t o n v i l l e " southwest of S e i b e r t which was a post o f f i c e and 
s t o r e . 

"The l i s t i s incomplete but i t i s i n c l u d e d so that you may 
have an idea where these places were l o c a t e d t o help serve the 
people l i v i n g i n K i t Carson County at the time. 

"Name, County, E s t a b l i s h e d , Discontinued. Ashland, K i t 
Carson, Jan. 14, 1890, May 15, 1909. B a l t z e r , K i t Carson, June 
4, 1907, Dec. 14, 1907. Beaverton, K i t Carson, Oct. 17, 1910, 
Nov. 28, 1915. , Berry, K i t Carson, Apr. 13, 1911, Apr. 15, 1912. 
Bethune, K i t Carson, Jan. 19, 1889, May 15, 1905. Bonny, K i t 
Carson, June 3, 1915, Feb. 29, 1924. B u r l i n g t o n , K i t Carson 
( E l b e r t ) , Apr. 29, 1887. Cary, K i t Carson, Dec. 12, 1910, Dec. 
30, 1916. C a r l i s l e , K i t Carson ( E l b e r t ) , J u l y 21, 1887, June 9, 
1890 1." 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . p. 75 
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T h i s mac from The H i s t o r y c f K i t . Carscn Caunvy shows the 
l o c a t i o n of" many of these "Early Day Posr. Offices" ir. zhe 
Burlington area. Notice the lccauicn cf Bonny and Hale. Morris 
i s not seen however. 

a Kirk 

O Cope 
0 N«wton 

» Old Town 

IAJU.Y DAY POST Of F1CES 

1 Page 75 
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The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record gives an overview of p o s t a l 
s e r v i c e i n the Bonny region and the f l a v o r of these small p o s t a l 
u n i t s . This item seems to be the m a t e r i a l erroneously quoted as 
"Mr. P r a l l e ' s book." 1 Bonny was mentioned f i r s t . 

" B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e Has C o l o r f u l Past" 
"The p i c t u r e of the C. A. Lamb store had t h i s c a p t i o n . 

'65 Years Ago B u r l i n g t o n ' s Post O f f i c e looked l i k e t h i s . 
Combined w i t h an o l d fashioned general merchandise s t o r e , the 
post o f f i c e served the needs of the community. In the e a r l y 
days, the B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e a l s o s u p p l i e d m a i l to nine 
surrounding o f f i c e s , mostly r u r a l centers of d i s t r i b u t i o n which 
were c e n t r a l l y l o c a t e d . ' The a r t i c l e f o l l o w s . 

" B urlington's f i r s t postmaster was Eugene T. Lemieux, 
commissioned A p r i l 29, 1887. He served u n t i l May 15, 1889. M a i l 
to B u r l i n g t o n was brought by stage or wagon from St. F r a n c i s , 
Kansas, and H a i g l e r , Nebraska. The Rock I s l a n d R a i l r o a d was 
surveyed and l a i d out i n September, 1887, and the f i r s t r e g u l a r 
t r a i n s e r v i c e began i n September, 1888. Joseph M. L e a l was 
postmaster from May 16, 1889, to Nov. 12, 1889. Other 
postmasters and the dates of t h e i r appointments are as f o l l o w s : 

"Robert L. Hubbard, Nov. 13, 1889; David Carnahan, Sept. 6, 
1890; Charles A. Lamb, Jan. 18, 1894; Fred W. King, Dec. 8, 1897; 
Annie Newell, Aug. 21, 1901; Charles Creglow, A p r i l 3, 1903; 
Rhoda Y e r s i n , Jan. 11, 1916; Robert L. W i l k i n s o n , Feb. 16, 1922; 
Michael A. Vogt, May 1, 1934; Mary E. Vogt, Jan. 1, 1938. 

"In August 1888 the post o f f i c e was moved from the o r i g i n a l 
l o c a t i o n i n Old B u r l i n g t o n to the new town s i t e , and was s i t u a t e d 
about where the Morrow Appliance i s now. During the tenure of 
Dave Carnahan the post o f f i c e was on the east side of 14th S t r e e t 
near the present Carper's Cafe. The post o f f i c e d u r i n g the 
s e r v i c e of Charles Lamb i s shown i n the cut, sometime between the 
year of 1894 and 1897, and was l o c a t e d where Drs. Ross and G i r a r d 
are now, i n the o l d frame h o t e l that stood on that spot f o r many 
years. 

"The o f f i c e moved across the s t r e e t when Fred King was 
appointed to the b u i l d i n g now occupied by the Wilson G i f t Shop. 
Annie Newell was postmaster i n the b u i l d i n g formerly used by the 
Dunn Creamery, and Charles Creglow moved to a drug s t o r e which 
occupied the l o t north of the present Odd Fellows h a l l . Rhoda 
Y e r s i n moved i n t o the f i r s t b u i l d i n g b u i l t e x p r e s s l y f o r a post 
o f f i c e , now occupied by the Red Front Grocery. 

"In 1922 Louis Vogt erected the b u i l d i n g which housed the 
post o f f i c e f o r 26 years, now the B u r l i n g t o n Bakery b u i l d i n g . In 
1948 the post o f f i c e moved to the west side of 14th St. remaining 
there f o r 10 years and moving to the new b u i l d i n g e rected by CD. 
Sholes when i t was f i n i s h e d i n December 1958. This i s the f i r s t 
time the post o f f i c e has moved from B u r l i n g t o n ' s main s t r e e t 

1 See the b i b l i o g r a p h y under P r a l l e . 

Page 2 9 



s i n c e the new town s i t e was e s t a b l i s h e d about 1888. The post 
o f f i c e was made second c l a s s under Bob Wil k i n s o n and has so 
remained to date. Receipts i n 1958 were over $27,000. 

"During the e a r l y days B u r l i n g t o n s u p p l i e d mail to nine post 
o f f i c e s i n the region. Bonny, Newton, Morford, W a l l e t t , Y ale, 
Hale, Hermes, B e l o i t and Cole. M a i l to these o f f i c e s was 
d e l i v e r e d by buggy or horseback, and some of the e a r l y c a r r i e r s 
were Frank P. L i t t l e , Berton L i t t l e , E a r l Jones, John McCracken, 
Bud Y a r n e l l , Roscoe Y a r n e l l , H. 0. Brown, V.O. Coakley and Robert 
T. Boyles. One of the e a r l y c a r r i e r s (at Hale, eds.) i s 
remembered as having an enclosed buggy p a i n t e d white w i t h the 
wording "U.S. MALE" painted on the sides i n red l e t t e r s . 

"The e a r l y o f f i c e s were u s u a l l y a ranch or small s t o r e , 
where the ma i l was l e f t f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n to surrounding areas. 
Joe Boyles remembers s o r t i n g m a il at the T u t t l e Post O f f i c e where 
i t was put i n pigeonholes open on both s i d e s so the patrons could 
help themselves. The next method of d i s t r i b u t i o n was Rur a l Free 
D e l i v e r y , i n s t i t u t e d i n the area about 1917. The f i r s t r u r a l 
c a r r i e r s out of B u r l i n g t o n were Hugh B. Morgan, Ed O. Smith and 
A.E. C a l v i n 1 , 2 . " 

Mr. Engert gave us a copy of " N e l l ' s " 1902 map showing the 
Bonny area long before i t had the name Bonny. Hale, Colorado was 
i n Arapahoe County then, since before Yuma County was created 
Arapahoe County reached the Kansas State l i n e . Jacqua 3, which 
was mentioned i n the Hale Post O f f i c e a p p l i c a t i o n , i s seen on 
t h i s map as i s Kanorado which was shown by Isaac on h i s l o c a t i o n 
drawing f o r Bonny. 

1 " B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e Has C o l o r f u l Past" 
2 See a l s o H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . pp. 187-188 
3 S p e l l i n g f o r Jacqua, Kansas v a r i e s map to map. 
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N e l l ' s Topographical Map o f the S t a t e o f Colorado 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1902, 10 years before Isaac came to Bonny 
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Homestead Patent from President Wilson 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Hugo [Colo.] 012954 and 013554 

To a l l to Whom these Presents s h a l l come, GREETING: 

WHEREAS, A C e r t i f i c a t e of the R e g i s t e r of the Land O f f i c e at Hugo, Colorado, has been 
deposited i n the General Land O f f i c e , whereby i t appears t h a t , pursuant to the Act of Congress of 
May 20, 1862. "To Secure Homesteads to A c t u a l S e t t l e r s on the P u b l i c Domain," and the a c t s 
supplemental thereto, the claim of Isaac Bonny1 has been established and duly-
consummated, i n conformity to law, for the northeast quarter of sect ion 
e leven , and the east h a l f o f the southeast qua r t e r o f s e c t i o n two, and the 
n o r t h h a l f o f the southwest qua r t e r o f s e c t i o n one i n Township s i x south o f 
Range f o r t y - t h r e e west o f the s i x t h P r i n c i v a l M e r i d i a n , Colorado , c o n t a i n i n g 
three (or these) hundred twenty acres, according to the official Plat of the Survey of 
the s a i d Land, returned to the GENERAL LAND OFFICE by the Surveyor-General: 

Now Know Ye, That there i s , t h e r e f o r e , granted by the United States unto the s a i d claimant 
the t r a c t of land above described: TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the s a i d t r a c t of Land, w i t h the 
appurtenances thereof, unto the s a i d claimant and to the h e i r s and assigns of the s a i d claimant 
f o r e v e r : subject to any vested and accrued water r i g h t s f o r mining, a g r i c u l t u r a l , manufacturing, 
or other purposes, and r i g h t s to d i t c h e s and r e s e r v o i r s used i n connection w i t h such water 
r i g h t s , as may be recognized and acknowledged by the l o c a l customs, laws, and d e c i s i o n s of 
Courts : 

and there i s reserved from the lands hereby granted, a r i g h t of way thereon f o r d i t c h e s or canals 
c o n s t r u c t e d by the a u t h o r i t y of the United States. 

In Testimony Whereof, I, Woodrow Wilson President of the United States of America, have 
caused these l e t t e r s t o be made Patent, and the Seal of the General Land O f f i c e to be hereunto 
a f f i x e d . 

Given Under my hand, at the City of Washington, the sixth day of December, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen and of the Independence of the United States the 
one hundred and forty-second. 

By The President : Woodrow Wilson 
By: M.P. LeRoy, Secretary 

United States L.I.C. Lamar 
SEAL Recorder of the General Land O f f i c e 

General Land O f f i c e 

Recorded: Patent No. 610798. 

Filed for record at 3 -.15 o'clock PM March (Mch) 7th, A.D. 1918. 
O P Beidelman, Recorder 

67931 By Deputy 2 

1 Isaac [1865] See a l s o appendix 3 
2 O r i g i n a l document i n Book 119, p. 77. at B u r l i n g t o n , 

Colorado Court House. I t a l i c type i n d i c a t e s handwritten or signed. 

Page 32 



When Ike decided he wanted to open a post o f f i c e , he may 
have already had h i s l i t t l e country s t o r e . He seemed to be the 
k i n d of person who took chances and t r i e d new t h i n g s . The M o r r i 
Post o f f i c e had c l o s e d and he saw an opportunity. He undertook 
the very formal, d e t a i l e d process of being appointed postmaster, 
planned h i s l o c a t i o n and p i c k up p o i n t s , assessed h i s c l i e n t e l e , 
and was appointed based upon the f o l l o w i n g "Diagram, E x p l a n a t i o n 
and I n s t r u c t i o n s " and the "Location of Proposed Post O f f i c e . " 
Each i s photocopied e x a c t l y as Ike prepared them i n h i s own 
handwriting. 

S e c t i o n numbers, road numbers, d i s t a n c e s , r a i l r o a d s , and 
nearby post o f f i c e s are mapped and l i s t e d . We a l s o see a good 
example of h i s s i g n a t u r e . 

I t was e x c i t i n g to r e c e i v e these pages from the Postmaster 
General i n Washington, D. C. 
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DIAGRAM. EXPLANATION. AND INSTRUCTIONS. 

Indicate upon the diagram the proposed site of the post office hy placing a dot in the proper 

quarter section. 

The'surrounding offices should be accurately located and trie names plainly written. 
Draw distinctly the railways, Toads, rivers, and. creeks. y^ 
The post office would be situated in the . . . 2 t . ^ -, quarter of section No 

in Township J L K a n g e „„5f..^ ^ , of the L ± K . principal meridian. 
(S. or S.) (E. or W.) 

In localities not surveyed by the U . S. Land Office, a sketch is requested. 

P L O T S H O W I N G ' T H E PROPOSED LOCATION OF T H E POST OFFICE, WITH T H E A D J A C E N T POST OFFICES. V Ï L L A G E S 7 R O A D S . RAILROADS. MAIL ROUTES. R y y ^ . ^ N D ^ C R E E K S 

RANGE f f RANGE , «ANaE..;j_2I ^ BAnut -u— 

7 7 " . . f f j ^ r ' I i * N W » a f M « i w ~ a (NOHTHJL-,.:. 

_5 
W.) /•* 

RANGE. 
(No.) -tBrOrW.) 

6c»le, one-third inch «0 the mile. ^ . ^ J j £7 (s 



L O C A T I O N O F P R O P O S E D P O S T O F F I C E 

D , V , S , O N OF R E P L Y I N O 

A P P O I N T M E N T S M E N T , O N , N . T . A L S A N D D A T E #ost (øntrjp öeparlm*nt-.-cff »sTiTFr^ ....,,r; 

FIRST ASSISTANT P O S T M A S T E R G E N E R A L ' ' ' *' "^** \ 'Á -CEí Í " 

Mr Isaac Bonny, Hlaaiurujímt ' Jan ^ 1 9 1 ^ 5 

Bur l ing ton , C o l o . " ^ i S Ü i - ï i i — 

S I R : With reference to the proposed establishment of a post office at the point named below, and 
in order that the office, if established, may he accurately represented upon the post-route maps, it is 
requested that you furnish accurately the information called for below aud prepare a sketch accord­
ing to instructions on opposite sidfl_o£_papar,.jvhich. s iumld je returned to this Division as soon as 
possible. ^ Respectfully, 

££££ FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

P roposed post o f f i ce , . . . . 
(County) (State) 

If the town, village, or site of the post office be known by another name than that of the post office, state that other nam» 

here : 

The post office would be situated in the . . quarter of section No. . in Township 

Range J L 3 J 2 ] £ < & the . . . & . Æ . £ . principal meridian, County 
(E^w. ) 

<*^6rte4jf_ j r^na=^g >~ sajjgp 

orS . j 

- i i i e name of theTreareat Tirer _,and the post-office building .would, be. at .a 

distance of. . . A Ü £ . - . - 0 2 2 & & A - < on the ^g?k&L. . . . .. side of it. 
(Sí., S., £. , or W.) 

The name of the nearest creek is . . ^ . a ^ t s ^ L c S S i i ^ ^ g - X - M ^ . . ^ / . , and the post-office building would be at a 

distance of ./âÂajU^./..û..ù.l on the d í - í > í í ~ A — side of it. 
(N. , S., E . , or W.) 

The name of the nearest officé-dn the same route as this proposed post office i 

direction from the site of this proposed office. 

side of it. ^ 

and its distance is—yTnw^rs^l miles, by the traveled road, in a. 
/ ^ (N..S.,K.,orW.) J Â f 0 B 

The name of the nearest office on the same route, on the other side, is : 5 í í í í ! r ^ ^ i » ^ ~ ! ^ * 

and its distance i s — A * ^ r * . miles, in a — d i r e c t i o n from the site of this proposed office. 
(N., s., E., or w.) 

The name of the nearest office not on the same route as this proposed post office is. 

and its distance is —yCrr-y.. miles, by the traveled road, in a ..direction from the site of this proposed office. 
/ _ j ( f . , S., K., or \ t J n > Q 

The post-office building would be on the side of the f . X . . V . » * j . Railroad 

(N.,S.,E.,orW.) ' ' — y t Jf—-. fâ. 
and at a distance of —/Ç£*tldLCi-(&..- from the track. The railroad station name is ...Cr^%4s^ditt?*a^ 

The post office would be _ « í r f £ a r ^ Z ! 7 . . . ^ r : , air-line distance, from the néaý&t point of my 
county boundary. / " / - <*- s- *• w-> 

Signature of Applicant for Postmaster 'mastery. 

J ' 



Isaac's A p p l i c a t i o n and L o c a t i o n 
On August 8, 1991, Velma Jacobs, Andy Gibbons, and V e r l 

Manwarren used Isaac's [1865] "Location of Proposed Post 
O f f i c e 1 " p l o t map to l o c a t e the post o f f i c e s i t e where Velma had 
l i v e d when she was two years of age. The s i t e i s l o c a t e d i n 
Township 6, n o r t h east quarter, S e c t i o n 11, South Range, 43 West 
of the 6th p r i n c i p a l meridian. 

We were able to d r i v e d i r e c t l y there. The f o l l o w i n g i s your 
e d i t o r ' s suggested route to the Bonny Post O f f i c e from 
B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado: Proceed North on Highway 385 2. Cross Sand 
Creek and go M m i l e . Then t u r n RIGHT on road KK. Turn LEFT on 
road 50 and then RIGHT again on road MM. Go LEFT on road 51. 
RIGHT on road NN f o r 214 m i l e s . We found the road to be very bad 
from here on. Cross Sand Creek, ( i t ' s probably dry) once more 
and then i t i s approximately 100 yards to Bonny Post O f f i c e s i t e . 
Hale, Colorado i s north of Bonny and was the nearest of the 
area's e a r l y post o f f i c e s . 

Isaac's, post o f f i c e and area land holdings can be seen on 
the [Bonny Area P l a t s Map], Standard A t l a s o f K i t Carson County, 
"Section 11, Township 6, South Range, 43 West..." See i t i n 
Appendix One. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 
We l o c a t e d an abandoned house which appeared t o be newer 

than the adobe 3 house Isaac had b u i l t at the s i t e . We now know 
that Jennie Barnhart and her second husband, Alexander D i l e 
Henderson, added two rooms to the o l d adobe house so we were at 
the o r i g i n a l post o f f i c e . The water pump was l o c a t e d nearby. 
Louise Smith Barnhart explained to us that a w i n d m i l l stood over 
the w e l l while they l i v e d there. When there was no breeze f o r 
pumping, the w i n d m i l l rod would be disconnected and a handle 
attached to pump water f o r the house. There was never any 
plumbing i n s i d e . The b u i l d i n g i s described as a soddy and as an 
adobe. According to Louise Smith, who l i v e d there longer than 
any other r e s i d e n t except her husband I r a , i t was always an adobe 
b u i l d i n g . 

The chimney we saw was b r i c k . In a l l the p i c t u r e s from Ike, 
i t was a t i n pipe p r o j e c t i n g from the roof. The p i c t u r e i n 
A c t i o n on the P l a i n s , however, shows b r i c k . Louise Barnhart 
doesn't know when i t was b r i c k e d up but C h a r l i e must have done i t 
before her move th e r e . 4 He d i d major improvements to the 
b u i l d i n g . 

In J u l y of 1993 Louise gave us the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n , 
remembered from her husband, I r a Barnhart. He was the son of 
C h a r l i e who was the second postmaster at Bonny. I t i s our best 

1 "Location of Proposed Post O f f i c e " i n b i b l i o g r a p h y 
2 Road 51 i n Isaac's day. 
3 Louise Barnhart assured us the b u i l d i n g was adobe, not sod. 
4 C a r t e r . 1/5/1995 
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d e s c r i p t i o n of the post o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . Her neighbor and 
s i s t e r - i n - l a w , Esther Barnhart Rhoades drew a f l o o r p l a n of the 
post o f f i c e as Ike had i t l a i d out 1. Their cooperation and 
t h e i r memories have been i n v a l u a b l e to your e d i t o r s i n p i c t u r i n g 
t h i s landmark. 

Louise wrote, "The Bonny store and l i v i n g q uarters had w a l l s 
one foot t h i c k made of adobe. The b u i l d i n g was approximately 3 0 
x 30 f e e t square w i t h four rooms. The room used f o r the st o r e 
was 12 J* x 16 fe e t w i t h a heating stove and the ma i l boxes. 
B a r r e l s of s a l t e d f i s h , beans, d i l l p i c k l e s , and sacks of 
potatoes were s o l d . Everything was s a l t e d , cured or d r i e d . 
There was the usual counter." 

Esther Barnhart was the second c h i l d of C h a r l i e and Jennie. 
Her sketch gave us the f o l l o w i n g a d d i t i o n a l d e s c r i p t i o n . Her 
sketch shows that the st o r e faced west, w i t h road NN passing east 
west on the north s i d e . The k i t c h e n was i n the northwest corner 
and not q u i t e as b i g as the store room. The west w a l l had an 
outside door i n t o the k i t c h e n and west windows i n each west room. 
Louise and I r a added a porch at t h i s west door f o r t h e i r f r e e z e r " 
i n 1947. We estimate the entrance porch b u i l t by I r a and Louise 
i n to be 6 x 8 f e e t . 

The north w a l l had windows i n the k i t c h e n and i n the master 
bed room w i t h a door from the k i t c h e n i n t o the bed room. The 
east w a l l had windows i n each of the two bedrooms w i t h an out s i d e 
e x i t from the north east room. A f t e r the two rooms were added i n 
1937, t h i s door l e d to the bigger, north, new room. The new 
rooms had no outside doors but d i d have windows. 

The southeast room of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , Velma's and the 
other c h i l d r e n ' s bedroom, was the smallest of the four rooms. 
The south w a l l had two windows, one i n each room, and an out s i d e 
door i n t o the s t o r e . 

According t o Esther, "the road (NN) to the stor e came from 
the west and east. A f t e r you turned south from i t i n t o the yard 
you went up a l i t t l e h i l l to the s t o r e . When the Bonnys l i v e d 
there they had patrons come i n through the west door i n t o the 
k i t c h e n and then to the r i g h t i n t o the post o f f i c e and s t o r e . 
Since there was an outside door i n the south room, we changed 
t h i s and had them go around to the south door which was b e t t e r 
f o r us 2. " 

The counter ran north and south on the east w a l l i n the 
biggest room i n the house. The stove was i n the b i g doorway 
between the stor e and the k i t c h e n so i t could heat both rooms. 
M a i l s l o t s were on the east w a l l . The house was s m a l l , w i t h 
b a r r e l s of d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . There were d i l l p i c k l e s , beans, and 
other "cured" t h i n g s . There was, of course, no r e f r i g e r a t i o n . 

S upplies came from B u r l i n g t o n , i n c l u d i n g c o a l and o i l . 
E sther remembers her dad coming home so c o l d . I t took a long day 

1 Locate t h i s f l o o r p l a n i n the index under "sketch". 
2 Rhoades, Esther. [Letter] 
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to make the t r i p . Meanwhile Jennie was busy cooking f o r the 
f a m i l y and doing the f a m i l y laundry by hand on an o l d wash board. 
I'm sure w i t h the husband and four boys Esther helped her because 
Jennie was pregnant w i t h P e a r l , who died at t h i r t e e n y e a r s 1 . 

The added bedrooms are three seeps down from the o r i g i n a l 
rooms. 

Esther added, "In the p i c t u r e the road I drew wasn't n e a r l y 
that c l o s e t o the house." 2 

The n o r t h road i s NN, the west road i s the f a m i l y driveway. 
W = window, D= Door. The northwest room was the k i t c h e n , and 
entered east i n t o the b i g bedroom. South was the c h i l d r e n ' s bed 
room. Esther's sketch i s shown here. 

1 Barnhart, Louise 1/15/1995 
2 See Rhoades, Esther. [Letter] 
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Adobe i s v i s i b l e where the p l a s t e r has been broken o f f i n 
the o l d "store room," but none showed outside that we could see. 
In June 1994 we saw a garage on the southwest corner of the house 
and j u s t east a b u t t i n g i t , a storage shed w i t h what appeared t o 
us t o be a storm c e l l a r under i t . Esther t o l d us a home e l e c t r i c 
generator was added here by Louise and I r a i n 1951. 

O f f i c i a l U.S. Post Office Department Description 
The d e f i n i t i v e book on Bonny as a post o f f i c e i s Colorado 

Post O f f i c e s , 1859-1989 A Comprehensive L i s t i n g o f Pos t O f f i c e s , 
S t a t i o n s and Branches, by W i l l i a m H. Bauer et a l . His "Personal 
Notes" on the Bonny Post O f f i c e l i s t : 

*** 

"BONNY - COUNTY -KIT CARSON 
** ESTABLISHED ** ** DISCONTINUED ** 

JUN 03, 1915 FEB 29, 1924 
MAIL TO BURLINGTON 

** POSTMASTER (OR CLERK) ** 
** DATE APPOINTED ** 

JUN 03, 1915 BONNY, ISAAC [1865] 
JAN 06, 1920 BARNHART, CHARLIE F. CLOS FEB 9, 1924" 

*** 

This "Post Route Map" from 1916 recognizes Bonny as a 
community already. Note the p o s i t i o n of the M o r r i s Post O f f i c e , 
i t s predecessor, as east of Bonny. The "Winfrey Homesteads Map" 
i n chapter s i x shows i t west of Bonny. A r a i l r o a d "Whistle Stop" 
map on page 75 of The H i s t o r y o f K i t C a r s o n . . . shows i t south 
east from Bonny. 
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Post Route Map of the State of Colorado 
Showing Post O f f i c e s i n Operation i n 1916 
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According t o Mr. Bauer, "The order to c l o s e was i s s u e d on 
February 9, 1924, to be e f f e c t i v e February 29, 1924, w i t h the 
mail (then to go) to B u r l i n g t o n . I would consider the 29th t o be 
the f i n a l day of operation although i t could have been shut down 
p r i o r t o t h a t . The c l o s i n g dates given by the Post O f f i c e 
Department must be considered to be approximate." 

His appointment as postmaster at Bonny gives h i s name as 
C h a r l i e F. Barnhart. Everyone, i n c l u d i n g h i s f a m i l y , u s u a l l y 
r e f e r r e d t o him i n t h e i r w r i t i n g as C h a r l i e Barnhart. Mr. Bauer 
used o f f i c i a l post o f f i c e records so C h a r l i e F. was used by him 
then as h i s name. James F r a n k l i n was h i s f a t h e r ' s name. 

This source says of C h a r l i e : " C h a r l i e and Jennie Barnhart 
moved to a farm near B u r l i n g t o n i n a covered wagon i n 1918 and 
l i v e d VA miles west of Bonny. A f t e r l i v i n g there a year they 
bought the Bonny s t o r e and Post O f f i c e from Ike Bonny, Sr., and 
moved there i n 1920. 

When the post o f f i c e c l o s e d on February 29, 1924, people put 
up m a i l boxes and the mail was c a r r i e d from B u r l i n g t o n 1 . " 

"The dates of establishment, discontinuance, and re-
establishment l i s t e d are dates recorded by the post o f f i c e 
department. They should not be considered as absolute. I t took 
time to provide s u p p l i e s to a new post o f f i c e and most probably 
o p e r a t i o n ^ d i d not begin u n t i l days, weeks, or.even months a f t e r 
the o f f i c i a l date. An i n d i v i d u a l , having a p p l i e d f o r a post 
o f f i c e , and b e l i e v i n g i t s g r a n t i n g to be a mere f o r m a l i t y , c o u l d 
have made arrangements f o r stamps and the d i s p a t c h of m a i l . 

Dates of discontinuance may be even more u n c e r t a i n . A post 
o f f i c e c o uld cease operating w i t h the death or departure of the 
postmaster and i t may have been much l a t e r . . . " 2 

On October 22, 1994, Mr. Bauer responded to a question by 
the e d i t o r s about the pay Ike and C h a r l i e might have r e c e i v e d . 
His answer r e v e a l s h i s e x p e r t i s e again. 

Dear Andy: 
"Postmaster compensation i s not easy to f i n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n the 20th Century. In the l a t t e r p a r t of the 19th Century, 
compensation was published i n the R e g i s t e r o f O f f i c e r s and 
Agents , C i v i l , M i l i t a r y , and Naval i n the S e r v i c e o f the U n i t e d 
S ta tes on the T h i r t i e t h o f September. This was a bi-annual 
p u b l i c a t i o n of the Federal Government, but I am not sure how long 
t h i s continued, nor where you might f i n d the " R e g i s t e r s " f o r the 
appropriate years. 

As I was t y p i n g the above, I suddenly remembered that f o r a 
time, f o r the c l a s s i f i e d o f f i c e s ( f i r s t , second, and t h i r d ) , 
postmaster s a l a r i e s were a l s o published i n the Post O f f i c e 

1 Bauer 1990. p. 121 & Bauer. Personal notes, p. 1 
2 Bauer 1990. p. 3 & [Letter] 7/3/1994 
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Department's annual l i s t i n g s . Bonny does not appear i n any of 
the s a l a r y l i s t s , which means i t was a f o u r t h c l a s s o f f i c e . 

Compensation f o r the postmasters at 4th c l a s s o f f i c e s was 
l a r g e l y , i f not e x c l u s i v e l y , dependent upon t h e i r s a l e s - what 
they took i n they kept. That procedure changed, I b e l i e v e , i n 
the t h i r t i e s or f o r t i e s . 

My s u s p i c i o n i s that The Bonny postmaster probably earned 
l e s s than $100 per year." 

Best regards, W i l l i a m H. Bauer 

There i s a l s o a 1971 t i t l e by t h i s author, Colorado P o s t a l 
H i s t o r y , which i n c l u d e s the Bonny data. Velma donated a postcard 
canceled from Bonny on Christmas Day i n 1918 to him. 

The Bonnys at Bonny, Colorado 
L i t t l e i s known about the day to day l i f e of the Bonnys 

whil e they ran the post o f f i c e and sto r e , but the Barnharts d i d 
rec o r d i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l s about t h e i r residence there. Probably 
the procedures changed very l i t t l e w ith the new postmaster, 
C h a r l i e Barnhart. We do know from census data that Ike [1866] 
was i n the Bonny area before His uncle and Laura moved there. 
E x t r a c t i o n s from the 1910 Census 1 f o r Bonny, Colorado f o l l o w . 

The census form used f o r the census i n 1910 had the 
f o l l o w i n g headings: 
LOCATION: S t r e e t , avenue, road, e t c . ; House number ( i n c i t i e s or 
towns); Item 1, Number of d w e l l i n g house i n order of v i s i t a t i o n ; 
Item 2, Number of f a m i l y i n order of v i s i t a t i o n . 
NAME: Item 3, of each person whose place of abode on A p r i l 15, 
1910, was i n t h i s f a m i l y ; (Include every person l i v i n g on A p r i l 
15, 1910. Omit c h i l d r e n born since A p r i l 15, 1910). 
RELATION: Item 4, R e l a t i o n s h i p of t h i s person to the head of the 
f a m i l y . 
PERSONAL DESCRIPTION: Included Sex, Color or race, Age at l a s t 
b i r t h d a y , Whether s i n g l e , married, widowed, or divorced, Number 
of years of present marriage, Mother of how many c h i l d r e n - born 
and l i v i n g . 
NATIVITY: Place of b i r t h of each person enumerated, Include Place 
of b i r t h of t h i s Person, Place of b i r t h of Father... and Mother 
of t h i s person. 
CITIZENSHIP: Year of immigration to the United States, Whether 
n a t u r a l i z e d or a l i e n , Whether able to speak E n g l i s h : or, i f not, 
give language spoken. 
OCCUPATION: Trade or p r o f e s s i o n of, or p a r t i c u l a r k i n d of work 
done by t h i s person, as spinner, salesman, l a b o r e r , e t c . , General 
nature of i n d u s t r y , business, or establishment i n which t h i s 
person works, as cotton m i l l , dry goods,store, farm, e t c . , 

1 Bonny Census 1910..Page 156, Colo. Census. The form 
explanation is from: Twenty Censuses, Population and Housing... 
pp. 40-49 
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Whether an employer, employee, or working on own account. I f an 
employee, Whether out of work on A p r i l 15, 1910, Number of weeks 
out of work during year 1909. 
EDUCATION: Whether able to read, to w r i t e , Attended school any 
time s i n c e September 1, 1909. 
OWNERSHIP OF HOME: Owned or rented, Owned f r e e or mortgaged, Farm 
or house, Number of farm schedule, Whether a s u r v i v o r of the 
Union or Confederate Army or Navy, Whether b l i n d (both eyes), 
Whether deaf and dumb. 

The 13th CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1910 1 T e l l s us 
t h a t : . . . the "26th house v i s i t e d , (which was a l s o the 26th f a m i l y 
was) - Bonnv. Isaac Í18861 . Head of household, Male, White, 24 
years o l d , Married, f o r 2 years. Born i n Kansas, Father born i n 
Iowa, Mother, Iowa. Not immigrant. Speaks E n g l i s h . Trade, farmer. 
Industry, General farm, (on own account). Able to read and w r i t e , 
Did not attend school l a s t year. Owned home, Free, farm schedule 
24. Not a s u r v i v o r or handicapped." 

His w i f e , F l o a 2 was "Floy. Wife, Female, White, 17 years, 
& One c h i l d , (born) Kansas, Dad Iowa as was Mom, Speaks E n g l i s h , 
None ( f o r t r a d e ) , Industry blank, Reads and w r i t e s E n g l i s h . " 

T h e i r o n l y c h i l d then was " P e a r l . Daughter, Female, White, 2 
years o l d , S i n g l e , (from) Kansas, Read and Write yes." (At two 
years old? She must have been very b r i g h t . ) 

A l s o from t h i s same enumerator was W i l l i a m Broadsword and 
h i s son George. The Broadsword school i s where the m a i l was 
t r a n s f e r r e d to the Bonny Postmaster each t r i p from B u r l i n g t o n . 
The Postmaster was the 29th f a m i l y v i s i t e d . Perhaps i t was Mr. 
M o r r i s from the Morris Post O f f i c e . 

The 1920 census 3 data f o r t h i s f a m i l y was seen at the 
f a m i l y h i s t o r y l i b r a r y of the LDS Church. They were then i n 
Sandpoint, Idaho. The source was "Bonner County, Idaho - Volume 
5 - ed 218 - sheet 12 - Line 27. 

Isaac [1886] was then age 33, F l o a (Her c o r r e c t name was 
used t h i s time) was 26, P e a r l was 10, Casey was born i n Kansas as 
were h i s parents and P e a r l . He was 8 years of age. M i l d r e d was 
6, and L y l e 2%. He and M i l d r e d were born i n Colorado. Isaac 
[1865] was m i s s i n g i n t h i s census as i n 1910. 

The L.D.S. soundex cod f o r the phonetics of Bonny i s B500. 
Other s p e l l i n g s n o t i c e d w i t h t h i s code (sound) were: Boney, 
Bonney, Bohney, Bohne, and Bunney. 

1 13th "CENSUS. . . 1910. . . Colorado. . .DISTRICT NO. 90 COUNTY 
K i t Carson. . . DIST. . . . 2A. PRECINCT 3... ENUMERATED 19_DAY OF 
A p r i l , 1910. Geo. R. Machod (sp?) ENUMERATOR". 

2 Her c o r r e c t name 
3 1920 Census, Soundex m i c r o f i l m , B500, Bonner County, Idaho, 

V o l . 5, ED# 218, sheet 12, l i n e 27 
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Mail from Bonny 
Velma i s i n possession of s e v e r a l postcards which were 

mailed from the Bonny Post O f f i c e and have that c a n c e l l a t i o n . 
Except f o r Mr. Engert's donation, Isaac [1865] i s apparently the 
author of a l l of them. Each card and i t s c a n c e l l a t i o n are 
described. S p e l l i n g , penmanship s t y l e s and punctuation are l e f t 
as n e a r l y as p o s s i b l e as they were done. 

Card 1 - Dated i n ink, upper l e f t , "1/31/16", then rubber 
stamped i n red JAN 31 1916 w i t h a one 1 cent stamp, green, 
Washington i n o v a l . Formally canceled BONNY/ JAN/ 31/ A.M./ 1916/ 
COLO. i n the usual c i r c l e : 
Addressed to "Lewis Bonny/ Woodston Po/ Rooks Co./ Kansas (the / 
means end of that l i n e as w r i t t e n on the card) 
Dear Lewis l e t you know I and Aunt Laura i s w e l l a l s o grandma. 
How i s your s i s t e r s and i s W i l l i e (William Van Dyke, Maud and 
Laura's brother) going to school Walter ( B y f i e l d , eds) i s going 
every Day 
Well what i s your Pa doing. These n i c e days 
I made 588 mil e s t h i s month already and got to go t o B u r l i n g t o n 
again tomorrow. t h i s i s Sunday n i g h t . Write soon Uncle Ike & 
aunt Laura" Done by Ike i n black ink. 

On p i c t u r e card w i t h H o l l y , a lady i n white f u r , and "Merry 
Christmas" i n g o l d l e t t e r i n g . Made by "Whitney Mode, 

Worchester Mass" 
One t a l l M and one t a l l W used f o r each p a i r of words. 

Card 2 - undated by Ike, canceled BONNY/ OCT 6/ A.M./ 1917/ 
COLO./ w i t h a one 1 cent stamp, green, George Washington 
Addressed to "Lewis Bonny/ Woodston/ Rooks Co./ Kansas/ 
"H e l l o Lewis 
a l l a r ( s i c ) w e l l and Busy We b u r i e d Jake Broadsword* yesterday 
and we hat a B i g F a i r t h i s year and we w i l l go today But I w i l l 
Shock Fodder t h i s Fore noon Uncle Ike" Done by Ike i n brown ink 
which matched the p r i n t i n g on the card. 

On p o s t c a r d w i t h p i c t u r e i n which woman l a b e l e d FRIEND WIFE 
says AM I NOT RIGHT GEORGE'? woman l a b e l e d MOTHER IN LAW says AM 
I NOT RIGHT GEORGE'? Man i n middle has f l a g s t a t i n g I'M NEUTRAL 
He i s running away. Card l a b e l e d No. 2178 10 designs "Neutral" 
Comic. 

A l e t t e r from L e l a Bonny,dated 9/22/1994, s t a t e s , "Jacob 
Broadsword was my grandfather, Born May 22, 1849 i n Ohio, and 
di e d October 4, 1917 i n B u r l i n g t o n before I was born." 

Card 3 - The e d i t o r s learned of t h i s card from Steve 
C h a p l i n , who saw i t because of Lor r a i n e V a i r , who gave a copy to 
Estaleene " E s t i e " Carter of Old Town Museum, B u r l i n g t o n . Ike 
[1822] was L o r r a i n e ' s great uncle. L o r r a i n e , E s t i e and P a t r i c i a 
Schnider, Bertha Camp's daughter have copies. - undated by 
sender, canceled, BONNY/ JUN 10/ A.M./ 1918/ COLO./ i n the 
c i r c l e . One p r e - p r i n t e d 1 cent stamp, and p a r t i a l l y c o vering i t , 
a l i c k e d 1 cent stamp. I t i s addressed to "Bertha Camp/ School/ 
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P h i l l i p s Co./ Kansas/ Weather i s f i n e and e v e r y t h i n g Looks n i c e 
The cut worms i s g e t t i n g l o t s of corn How ar a l l of and How i s 
your garden and W i l l say grandma i s w e l l and Uncle B i l l i e i s w i t h 
us your Uncle Ike B." On the verso i s a photo of the s t o r e and 
post o f f i c e from some dis t a n c e viewed from the west s i d e . The 
photo i s pasted on the message side of an o f f i c i a l post o f f i c e 
pre-stamped penny post card. 

B i l l i e Van Dyke was Edward, Laura and Maud's brother. He 
a l s o l i v e d i n the Bonny area u n t i l he moved to the mountains near 
Pikes Peak. 

Card 4 - undated by sender, canceled BONNY/ DEC 25/ A.M./ 
1918/ COLO./ i n the usual c i r c l e . One 2 cent stamp, red, 
Washington i n o v a l . 
Addressed to "Anna Camp/ Wallace/ Wallace Co./ Kansas/ 
Dear s i s t e r 
and a l l mother 
i s very low 
& weak. 
Roads Bad 
Isaac Bonny" Done i n f a i n t p e n c i l by Ike [1865]. 

On a n i c e commercial postcard w i t h a t i n t e d photo of a 
stream w i t h overhanging branches which i s t i t l e d , "A q u i e t view 
near Bonny." The word Bonny i s on an orange pennant shape. 
Obviously a very n i c e card commissioned i n number by Isaac f o r 
h i s f a m i l y use. I t was probably s o l d a l s o i n t h e i r s t o r e . Note 
the Christmas c a n c e l l a t i o n date. Velma has s e v e r a l of these. 

*(Anna "Annie" Bonny Camp was Velma's aunt and Isaac's 
[1865] s i s t e r . Goldie Camp Fr i n g e r i s Anna's daughter and 
Velma's cousin) 

Card 5 - undated by sender, canceled BONNY/ FEB 7/ A M 
(No p e r i o d s t h i s t i m e ) / 1919/ COLO./ i n the c i r c l e w i t h Two 1 
cent stamps, green, Washington. 
Addressed to "Lewis Bonny/ Woodston/ Rooks Co./ Kansas/ 
Helo ( s i c ) Lewis I got the l e t t e r a l l ar w e l l out here. Velda 
was a i l i n g the l a s t Few days. but ar b e t t e r today we give her 
warm medicene(sic) I was to town yesterday Ike [1886, cousin] 
went along he w i l l have a s a l e 28 and go to Idaho 1. Weather 
n i c e and Vernon has only 1 Prune l e f t and a worm i n i t " 
(unsigned) Is apparently i n l i g h t p e n c i l and handwritten by Isaac 
[1865] . 

L e l a * wrote that they l e f t B u r l i n g t o n by t r a i n on March 13, 
1919 and a r r i v e d the 14th, "...rented a two room apartment and 
each took a t u r n having the bad f l u a f t e r they got there. Casey 
was about ei g h t when they l e f t there." 

On a p i c t u r e postcard w i t h a photo of three white dogs on 
black background. Caption "Would d e a r l y love to see you " 
COPYRIGHT 1911 BY J . G. Steele a l s o i n white. 

1 See Bonny, L e l a . [Letter] 9/22/1994 
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Card 6 was copied f o r us from the c o l l e c t i o n of Erwin H. 
Engert, who i s a f r i e n d of Mr. Bauer. Mr. Engert i s a Lakewood 
c o l l e c t o r of Colorado post o f f i c e c a n c e l l a t i o n s . He sent us a 
photocopy of t h i s p o s t a l card canceled at Bonny, Colorado. 

I t i s undated by sender, canceled BONNY/ AUG 1/ A.M./ 1919/ 
COLO./ Addressed to "Mrs. Roy Jenkins/ 1113 H S t . / L i n c o l n , 
Nebr./ 
Dear Lady - A r r i v e d here OK. The n i g h t s are f i n e . So n i c e & c o o l . 
Was down town yesterday am r a t h e r lonesome here today. Rode 
around the yard on a horse the other day. My regards to you & 
a l l - Eva" 

On a p i c t u r e card which showed the B u r l i n g t o n High School, 
as i t appeared i n 1919. There i s a newer school i n 1994 near the 
i n t e r s t a t e highway. I t i s card number RS-9908. No-company name. 
C h a r l i e may have s o l d the card to Eva, or perhaps she bought i t 
i n B u r l i n g t o n and mailed i t at Bonny. 

Goldie Camp F r i n q e r V i s i t s Bonny 
The f i r s t i n t e r v i e w w i t h Goldie Camp, Velma's cousin, was 

done i n the Long Meadows Apartments at 16th Street and 23rd 
Avenue i n Greeley, Colorado. The date was January the 15th, 
1990. Velma Bonny Jacobs and Andy Gibbons asked f o r her memories 
of v i s i t i n g the Bonny Post O f f i c e and Store. Goldie and her 
second husband Merle met w i t h us i n t h e i r condo. Velma l i v e d i n 
the same b u i l d i n g . Ike Bonny [1865] was uncle to both G o l d i e and 
Velma. 

Goldie s a i d she hated to t a l k w i t h "that t h i n g " , (our tape 
r e c o r d e r ) . Velma asked her to j u s t pretend i t was not even there. 
Where p o s s i b l e she w i l l be quoted e x a c t l y to preserve her 
d e l i g h t f u l f l a v o r and her exact answers. Apparently she i s the 
on l y l i v i n g Bonny who has any dependable memory of Isaac's [1865] 
f a m i l y at the post o f f i c e . The Barnharts who remember are more 
numerous. 

Go l d i e : "Ike s t a r t e d that post o f f i c e . He got one 
s t a r t e d . " 

Andy: "Do you know what year that was?" 
Go l d i e : "Oh l e t ' s see. When mom and I went up there t o see 

grandma i t was the f i r s t year I was married, i n 1915." 
Velma asked i f Grandma Bonny was up there at the post o f f i c e 

at t hat time? 
G o l d i e : "Yes, She was l i v i n g w i t h Uncle Isaac and they run 

the post o f f i c e i n t h e i r sod house and i t was about 15 m i l e s out 
of B u r l i n g t o n . He came and got us w i t h h i s car and we stayed two 
or three days. Grandma Maggie was so bad, but she didn't pass 
away f o r s e v e r a l years a f t e r t h a t . (She d i e d i n 1919 ed) We 
stayed three or four days." 

Andy asked who was l i v i n g there at that time because the 
census of 1910 showed Flo a and Cousin Isaac [1886] were there 
then. 

G o l d i e : "Floy, yes we used to run around town when we was 
k i d s . " 
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Velma: "Who i s F l o y ? " 
G o l d i e : "She was a Snow. She married cousin Isaac [1886], 

Uncle Isaac's [1865] son. He was born i n Kansas. Cousin Isaac 
[1886] l i v e d w i t h us and worked f o r us f o r q u i t e awhile. We knew 
him a l l the time we was growing up cause we o n l y l i v e d a m i l e 
apart. His f a t h e r was Isaac [1865] too, f a t h e r Isaac and c o u s i n 
Isaac. Floa's been dead f o r years." 

"I don't know what became of any of her f a m i l y o n l y that 
they a l l d i d s o r t a one then the other, they kinda got up i n t o 
Idaho. They was working i n the timber, the men was." 

Velma: "Did you say Uncle Ike l i v e d i n a dugout?" 
G o l d i e : "A sod house, and i t had four rooms, two bedrooms 

and a b i g k i t c h e n and t h i s hutch was to be the e x t r a room, t h e i r 
s t o r e , post o f f i c e and s t o r e . He j u s t kept the one w a l l s h e l f 
f u l l of canned s t u f f and emergencies and t h a t ' s where he took the 
m a i l i n . I t had a counter where he put up the m a i l and got what 
came i n t o the h i s post o f f i c e to send out." 

Velma: "Was that r i g h t by the Bonny Dam?" 
Gol d i e : "I j u s t don't know. The dam was east of there. I 

never d i d see the dam. I don't know how f a r i t was from the dam, 
but i t couldn't be too f a r . " 

Andy explained that the dam wasn't dedicated u n t i l around 
1946 . 

G o l d i e : "Maybe i t (the dam) wasn't there yet. I never was 
out there but that one time. They sent word that they d i d n ' t 
t h i n k Grandma (Maggie) could l i v e . Mom wanted to go. They 
wasn't no one to go w i t h her. I t was the f i r s t year I was 
married." 

Velma: "Aunt Annie was o l d e r than Papa?" 
Go l d i e : "Yes. There was Isaac [1865] and Jacob and then 

Aunt Maggie, and then the l i t t l e one that was k i l l e d . " 
Velma: " I t was a Joseph and a John, two young boys." 
G o l d i e : "I didn't know but one young boy. Maybe you're 

r i g h t , maybe that was John. Their youngest one got k i l l e d , 
k i c k e d w i t h a horse. He was r i d i n g on the c u l t i v a t o r . He was 
c u l t i v a t i n g corn. They had the seat up there and he was s e t t i n ' 
on the seat and the horse got scared of a r a b b i t and k i c k e d him 
and he passed away. I remember Mom t e l l i n g us those t h i n g s as 
l i t t l e k i d s . Course I took i n every word of i t . " 

Velma: " A f t e r our mother died Uncle Ike [1865] and Aunt 
Laura took four of us." 

G o l d i e : "You went about three d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . " 
Velma: "My o l d e r s i s t e r Mid, we twins, and the l i t t l e baby 

was Vernon. When they l e f t Bonny they went to Idaho working i n 
Timber. T e l l us a l l about Bonny that you remember and the people 
around there." 

Goldie and Velma reminisced about Velma's childhood days at 
t h i s p o i n t . These s t o r i e s are found above as memories of the Ash 
Rock days. 

Velma: "We're doing a l i t t l e t h i n g on Bonny and we wanted 
to know eve r y t h i n g you could remember. How b i g of a b u i l d i n g was 
the post o f f i c e ? " 
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G o l d i e : "Very Small, a sod house." 
Andy: "What k i n d of a roof d i d they have? Was i t a s l o p i n g 

roof w i t h sod?" 
Go l d i e : "Yah, I t h i n k t h a t ' s the way they b u i l t , I t h i n k 

they had t a r paper, and sod p i l e d on i t . I don't know f o r sure 
about the roof. They j u s t had the f r o n t door to go i n and there 
was the k i t c h e n . They ate there and they cooked there, and t h i s 
next room was the post o f f i c e and they had a counter there and he 
had some k i n d of shelves b u i l t where he stuck t h e i r m a i l . I 
stood there and watched him. I'd never been i n s i d e anything l i k e 
t h a t . Of course I was 18 years o l d . I was i n t e r e s t e d i n a l l of 
t h a t . " 

Velma: "There weren't too many of those things around i n 
those days then?" 

G o l d i e : "And then you know that n i g h t . E r n i e B y f i e l d , 
Annie and E r n i e was separated, and Annie and I was s l e e p i n g on 
the f l o o r because of the l a c k of room, and somebody kept 
h o l l e r i n g and pounded on the door. I t was E r n i e B y f i e l d and h i s 
two b r o t h e r s . Aunt Laura got to that door, and she h e l d them o f f 
from comin' i n . I never was so scared. She wouldn't l e t 'em i n 
so f i n a l l y they l e f t . You went down a h i l l and there was a draw 
there, and they was shooting guns, whatever they had. Oh, we was 
j u s t scared t o death. Poor Annie, she j u s t c r i e d so, and she was 
expecting a baby, and her and I was l a y i n ' on a shuck t i c k f o r a 
bed i n what would be t h e i r l i v i n g room. See the s t o r e was over 
i n t h i s corner, here's the k i t c h e n , and here would be the l i v i n g 
room and then the bedroom. I t was j u s t square." 

Velma: "Did they have a l o t of customers?" 
Go l d i e : "Well, nobody while we was there. I can't r e c a l l 

t hat anybody came a f t e r t h e i r m a i l , but there was q u i t e a few 
that would have m a i l . I imagine someone d i d but probably Annie 
and I was i n the l i v i n g room i f i t was business." 

Velma: "You know Uncle Ike and h i s son, cousin Ike, and 
F l o a were there." 

Andy: "We saw the 1910 census. That would be f i v e years 
before t h i s . But i t l i s t e d Isaac [1886] and F l o y and a c h i l d . " 

G o l d i e : "That would be cousin Isaac. He married F l o a 
Snow." 

Andy: "They had a daughter there i n Bonny i n 1910." 
Go l d i e : "I j u s t know that they was expecting a baby, and I 

t h i n k they had one running around and we went over to see them 
and j u s t stayed a l i t t l e while cause Uncle Isaac [1865] was going 
to take us back to B u r l i n g t o n to catch the t r a i n . " 

Andy: "Then the post o f f i c e hadn't s t a r t e d yet. I t s t a r t e d 
i n 1915." 

Go l d i e : "I got a book." 
Velma: "You have, about that part of the country?" 
G o l d i e : " I t ' s i n there (she meant Bonny)." 
Velma: "Is i t that Centennial book a few years back? Who 

t o l d you about i t . " 
G o l d i e : "I got i t f o r I t h i n k f i v e d o l l a r s . Where that 

book i s I do not remember. I t seemed to me l i k e I might have 
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l e f t t hat w i t h Mama or somebody. Near everyone i n the f a m i l y 
borrowed i t . But now today I have some unpacked boxes but I 
never saw t h a t . I never saw i t f o r years so someone e l s e got i t . 
I don't know who would have i t . " 

Velma: "How may years ago d i d you get that book? Was i t an 
o l d one, or q u i t e recent?" 

G o l d i e : " I t was a f t e r Uncle Isaac l e f t there. They moved 
away from there and the Dam went i n . They had to s e l l t h e i r 
place cause the dam covered i t . Yeah, I know that cause we kept 
i n contact w i t h them. They was forced to s e l l because the 
government was p u t t i n g t h i s b i g dam, Bonny Dam. He had t o s e l l 
because he'd be under the water so t h a t ' s when they had t o s e l l 
out, and they went to Washington." 

Velma: "They went to Idaho." 
Go l d i e : "One or two of them worked out i n the woods i n 

Idaho, Chopped down t r e e s . " 
Andy: "Do you remember the t i t l e of t h i s book?" 
G o l d i e : " I t was heavy backed, j u s t l i k e a d i c t i o n a r y . I t 

was about that (she i n d i c a t e d approximately two inches) t h i c k . " 
Andy: "What was i n i t , besides Bonny? Was i t the whole 

country or j u s t Colorado?" 
G o l d i e : "Oh i t the s t a r t i n g you know how the country was up 

there, then the post o f f i c e came i n . Isaac's name was i n i t . 
That why I was so i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . I don't remember who sent i t 
to me, I wrote my name i n , I don't remember how I got i t , e i t h e r 
three or f i v e d o l l a r s . I don't know where i t d r i f t e d t o . I t 
might have been those f o l k s over there." 

Velma: "Goldie: i f you ever t h i n k who has that book we'd 
l i k e to j u s t look at i t . " 

G o l d i e : " B i l l Bonny and h i s wife borrowed i t when they 
l i v e d by us on Osage." 

Velma: "My brother B i l l ? " 
G o l d i e : "They l i v e d c l o s e to us i n Denver then." 
Velma: " B i l l l i v e d on Washington S t r e e t , and then l a t e r i n 

North Glen. When they moved to Greeley they had c o l l e g e students 
l i v i n g w i t h them i n t h e i r b i g house. Next he went to the 
mountains and b u i l t h i s cabin. B i l l d i e d a few years back." 

G o l d i e : "When you get to be 93 l i k e I am, you f o r g e t . " 
Velma: "Brother B i l l had a heart a t t a c k at h i s cabin, and 

died before they could get medics up there. When he and Louis 
went to see Papa they had a car accident and had to cut o f f h i s 
l e g . I t was mangled. Dad was i n C a l i f o r n i a . " 

G o l d i e : "You have eyebrows j u s t l i k e Papa. Rachel does 
too. " 

G o l d i e : "I'd give anything to have that book back. I t was 
a t h i c k book l i k e a d i c t i o n a r y , about Kansas. A l t h e a borrowed 
that book. I'm p r e t t y sure now." 

Velma: "I'm gonna c a l l her on the phone." 
G o l d i e : "I was 93 l a s t week. I had both eyes operated f o r 

c a t a r a c t s . A l l I have i s my t e e t h and my f i n g e r n a i l s . " 
Velma: "Bonnys have good t e e t h . " 
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G o l d i e : "I broke one tooth on p e t r i f i e d candy. How many 
years have we been married?" (She looked at her husband.) He 
t o l d her i t had been 53 years, on January 2nd, 1937." 

Go l d i e : "I had four c h i l d r e n when I married him. My f i r s t 
husband passed away. Rachel i s the youngest one. I remember the 
Bonny reunion." 

Velma: "You wore a pink p r e t t y o u t f i t , I remember. Velda 
and I were hostesses that year." 

A Second Interview With Goldie 
In A p r i l of 1993 the authors v i s i t e d w i t h Goldie Camp 

F r i n g e r , f o r a second i n t e r v i e w , at the B o n n e l l , Good Samaritan 
Center, a s e n i o r h e a l t h care center at 708 22 S t r e e t i n Greeley. 
She was 96 at the time. As i n the f i r s t i n t e r v i e w above, she 
d e s c r i b e d a v i s i t by h e r s e l f and her parents to the Bonny f a m i l y 
at Bonny, Colorado. In s p i t e of her age, and a short a t t e n t i o n 
span, she had good r e c a l l of many e a r l y experiences. We showed 
her a p i c t u r e of another o l d post o f f i c e i n Colorado at B u f f a l o 
Creek to see she i f f e l t i t was s i m i l a r i n layout and appearance. 

The second account of the shooting i s very d i f f e r e n t from 
the 1990 v e r s i o n and probably l e s s accurate. This time she gives 
two accounts of how she got to the post o f f i c e . 

G o l d i e : "We heard men a r r i v e on horseback, and some 
shooting. Isaac went out and t a l k e d to them and they rode o f f . 
I was there f o r a few days. Things was p r e t t y bad at that time. 
I don't know i f the shots was over the mail or the post o f f i c e or 
what. I was scared to p i e c e s . " 

We asked her i f she was very young then. 
G o l d i e : "Oh yes, and I wanted to get out of there. I t was 

w i l d . " 
We asked i f she remembered what the b u i l d i n g looked l i k e at 

a l l . 
G o l d i e : "Well, I remember what i t looked l i k e on the 

i n s i d e . W e l l , we had a room to sleep i n and I can't say. I f I 
had to say, i t only looked l i k e two. Might have been two 
bedrooms. There was the s t o r e , and a place to cook and eat and a 
l i t t l e p l a c e o f f the k i t c h e n where they'd go and wait on people 
t h a t came i n . Well, I don't know how they s l e p t . I'm sure they 
had rooms to put t h e i r c l o t h e s i n . When company came i t seems 
l i k e they bunked us out where the store was i n some k i n d of bed 
they made up e x t r a . " 

We asked what the b u i l d i n g was l i k e , and whether i t was sod 
or b u i l t of wood. 

" I t wasn't much of b u i l d i n g . I t wasn't very b i g . I t was 
s m a l l . I t had the s t o r e i n there and they l i v e d i n there. I was 
about 18 I guess or 17 maybe. I t was before I got married. 

I drove my f o l k s there i n the car. They had mail out there, 
way out north, and I don't know how come I was w i t h them. They 
took us i n and we stayed a l l night and then went back home to 
Kansas." 
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I t seems c l e a r that she, Goldie, rode to Bonny w i t h the m a i l 
buggy from B u r l i n g t o n , but a l s o she described d r i v i n g her parents 
i n a car. 

"That was Bonny, Colorado, t h a t ' s where they l i v e d . But you 
see, I wasn't very o l d . But I went out when they had the post 
o f f i c e , out from B u r l i n g t o n w i t h the m a i l . I can't t h i n k who i t 
was c a r r y i n g the m a i l . But I went out w i t h them to see the 
f a m i l y . I don't have a t h i n g , p i c t u r e s , not a t h i n g . But there 
was some t r o u b l e . Whoever we were w i t h that run that post o f f i c e 
got us out but nobody got hurt. I l e f t i n a car. They was 
shooting guns and I was scared to death. I t was too w i l d f o r us. 
I remember that much. I know that we was scared. Couldn't wait 

f o r morning to come and get out of there. I went w i t h who ever 
d e l i v e r e d the m a i l . I wasn't as i n t e r e s t e d then as I was when I 
got o l d e r . We was scared." 

We t o l d her how the mail came out from B u r l i n g t o n , and Isaac 
[1865] rode h i s horse down to the Broadsword School to get the 
t h i n g s f o r Bonny. 

Go l d i e : " I t sounds k i n d of l o g i c a l . I t was a l i t t l e s t o r e 
i n the house. I drove one of the teams, I had d r i v e n a l l my 
l i f e , I guess I was 17. There was t r o u b l e . I t was a country 
road. I was to take Mom and Dad. Dad wouldn't d r i v e on a t r i p 
l i k e t h a t . And I was a f u l l time bus d r i v e r and they got me t o 
go w i t h them. I don't t h i n k they had the top put on the car yet. 
But they drove i t open so much. I t h i n k i t was an o l d two seated 
Ford. I remember we had to l e t down a fence gate. Dad had t o 
stop and d r i v e over. I t was a t r a i l road, not a graded road. I 
was sure g l a d when we got to leave. I t was k i n d of shaky." 

The f i r s t i n t e r v i e w i s c l e a r l y the most accurate, but both 
give the f l a v o r of t r a v e l and v i s i t i n g i n Colorado r u r a l areas i n 
the very e a r l y 1900's. Accounts by a l i v i n g a d u l t who remembers 
being there are l i m i t e d . We f e e l f o r t u n a t e t h a t some Barnharts 
remain and that they kept good f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s . 

B i l l Bonnv and Goldie F r i n q e r 
Louise Smith Barnhart loaned us her copy of A c t i o n on the 

P l a i n s , from the Yuma Museum. I t was a major d i s c o v e r y f o r us 
and opened many new sources. Velma's brother B i l l , and Goldie 
wrote about Bonny, Colorado f o r t h i s 1971 p u b l i c a t i o n . The 
account i s found on pages 123 to 125. I t has i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
Barnharts a l s o . Steve Chaplin of the museum gave permission f o r 
i t s use. 

"The f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n was gained from Mrs. CM. 
"Goldie" F r i n g e r and W i l l i a m " B i l l " Bonny, both l i v i n g i n Denver. 
Isaac Bonny [1865] was a brother of Mrs. F r i n g e r ' s mother, Aunt 
Annie Camp. 

"Mr. Isaac Bonny [1865] ( B i l l ' s Uncle Ike) homesteaded i n 
Rooks County, Kansas, when h i s f a m i l y moved from Sioux C i t y , 
Iowa. Laura Van Dyke, who l a t e r married Mr. Bonny, moved to 
Kansas about the same time. 
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"Mr. Bonny owned a blacksmith shop near School, Kansas. He 
d i d a l l of the neighborhood blacksmith work. Mr. F r i n g e r t o l d of 
times when Mr. Bonny was gone, h i s younger daughter, Minnie, and 
Mrs. F r i n g e r would l i g h t up the forge, pump the bellows, cook 
eggs and those s o r t of t h i n g s c h i l d r e n w i l l do. 

"Mrs. F r i n g e r ' s f a m i l y moved to o l d Fort Wallace, Kansas, 
and she d i d n ' t see the Ike Bonnys f o r some time. Years l a t e r , 
Mrs. F r i n g e r ' s mother and Goldie h e r s e l f v i s i t e d them at Bonny, 
Colorado, when her grandmother Bonny was very i l l and l i v i n g at 
the Bonny home. Her grandmother passed away at t h e i r home, 
l a t e r , when she was past n i n e t y - e i g h t years of age and was b u r i e d 
i n the Ash Rock Cemetery, Rooks County, Kansas. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Ike [1865] Bonny, Sr., had moved about twenty-
two miles n o r t h of B u r l i n g t o n i n K i t Carson County, near the Yuma 
County l i n e , where they had t h e i r Bonny post o f f i c e and general 
s t o r e i n about 1912 1. They constructed the small four-room 
house of adobe blocks and had the post o f f i c e i n what was the 
l i v i n g room. I t had the well-known e a r l y 1900 inconveniences, 
w i t h kerosene lamps, c o a l burning stoves and no indoor plumbing. 
The roads were rough, narrow and r a t h e r crooked. The area was 
q u i t e l o n e l y and i s o l a t e d . Mrs. F r i n g e r remembered s l e e p i n g on a 
f e a t h e r t i c k on the f l o o r w i t h Annie and her two c h i l d r e n when 
she v i s i t e d the Ike Bonny's when she was eighteen years of age. 

"The s t o r e room had shelves along the w a l l s f o r c l o t h i n g and 
gloves, a home-made case f o r candies and tobacco, shelves f o r 
canned goods, b a r r e l s f o r beans, sugar and crackers, and potatoes 
i n b u rlap bags. B i l l Bonny t o l d that he knew where h i s Uncle Ike 
kept the c i g a r e t t e s , as he swiped some and smoked once i n awhile. 
There wasn't any l i q u o r s o l d . Mr. Bonny hauled the g r o c e r i e s to 
the store.from B u r l i n g t o n i n h i s Model T Ford. 

"The Bonnys had three c h i l d r e n , Annie, Ike J r . , and Minnie. 
Ike [1886], J r . , homesteaded a few miles from Bonny, Colorado. 
He married F l o a Snow. Annie married E r n i e B y f i e l d . Minnie 
married Elmer Inman. 

" B i l l Bonny's mother passed away i n 1918 and the Ike Bonnys, 
Sr., took B i l l ' s three young s i s t e r s , Velda and Velma who were 
twins, M i l d r e d , and brother, Vernon, to care f o r . L a t e r , they 
adopted Vernon. B i l l and h i s o l d e r brother, Lewis ( s i c L o u i s ) , 
stayed w i t h t h e i r f a t h e r , Jacob (Jake) Bonny, on the farm i n 
Kansas. 

" B i l l Bonny's Aunt L u e l l a , who was h i s mother's s i s t e r , 
married Leander Rogers, and they l i v e d near Bonny. T h e i r 
daughter, E l s i e , married Hurley Winfrey. I t i s thought that 
E l s i e taught school near Bonny. Charles Rogers, t h e i r son, l i v e s 
i n M i s s o u r i . 

" B i l l Bonny remembered that h i s Aunt Laura Bonny always 
milked the cows. One day when h i s Uncle Ike was "minding s t o r e " 
w h i l e Aunt Laura was away, r a t h e r than m i l k the cows, he opened 
canned m i l k and fed the c a l v e s . 

1 Our best c l u e as to when Isaac [1865] l e f t Ash Rock. 



"Isaac, [1865] and Laura Bonny s o l d the st o r e to C h a r l i e F. 
Barnhart i n 1920 and moved to Samuels, Idaho, north of Sandpoint 
where t h e i r son, Ike, J r . , was l i v i n g . 

"When Bonny Dam was dedicated on June 1, 1952, B i l l Bonny 
was unable to attend because he was r e c o v e r i n g from an amputation 
of h i s l e g 1 . At t h i s time (about 1970, eds) B i l l Bonny i s p a r t s 
manager at C l i n t o n A v i a t i o n , Arapahoe County A i r p o r t . Mrs. B i l l 
Bonny i s Supervisor of Pre p a r a t i o n Department at Moores Mortuary 
i n Denver. Mrs. F r i n g e r l i v e s i n Denver and i s seventy-three 
years of age. 

"The D i l e Henderson's and daughters, L e l a and B e s s i e , c l o s e 
neighbors at Bonny, and Loren Dickson from the Vernon area are 
o l d f r i e n d s of B i l l Bonny's." 

Four items were c i t e d : 
The State H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y of Colorado. Denver, Colorado 

Bonny - 1924 Post o f f i c e i n K i t Carson County, 21 1/2 m i l e s 
north of B u r l i n g t o n , the county seat, r a i l r o a d and banking p o i n t . 
Farming and stock r a i s i n g are the p r i n c i p a l i n d u s t r i e s . 
P o p u l a t i o n of neighborhood, 110. A l t i t u d e , 4,160 f e e t . Barnhart 
Chas. F., Postmaster. 
N a t i o n a l Archives and Records S e r v i c e . Washington, D.C. 

Bonny - K i t Carson County, Colorado, E s t a b l i s h e d on June 3, 
1915, Discontinued on February 29, 1924 (mail to B u r l i n g t o n ) , 
Isaac Bonny, Postmaster appointed June 3, 1915. Charles F. 
Barnhart, Postmaster appointed January 6, 192 0. 
The P u b l i c L i b r a r y . C i t y and County of Denver, Denver, Colorado 

"Isaac Bonny, general merchandise, postmaster" i s l i s t e d as 
the o n l y business i n the town. Bonny i s l i s t e d f o r the f i r s t 
time i n 1914 and f o r the l a s t time i n 1924. 
St. F r a n c i s Herald ( f i f t y years ago) 

St. F r a n c i s , Kansas, June 12, 1919. Marriage l i c e n s e i s s u e d 
to C E . Palmer, Bonny, Colorado, and Mary L. Nye, A t t a l i a , 
Washington 2. " 

B i l l Bonny Visit s Bonny Dam 
In September the e d i t o r s v i s i t e d the Department of the 

I n t e r i o r O f f i c e i n McCook, Nebraska. Dennis A l l a c h e r gave us 
access to the many scrapbooks and h i s t o r i e s of the dam. We were 
s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d t h i s l e t t e r from Velma's brother, B i l l , about 
Bonny Dam. His typed copy i s d u p l i c a t e d as n e a r l y as p o s s i b l e . 

1 A l e t t e r by B i l l about v i s i t i n g the dam a f t e r the d e d i c t i o n 
f o l l o w s . 

2 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e , pp. 123-125 
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FLOWERS 
By 

" C l a i r Louise" 
Phone 906 

907 S i x t e e n t h Street 
Greeley, Colorado 

6/16/1958 
Colorado F i s h and Game Dept. 
B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado. 

Dear S i r : 
Enjoyed making the acquaintance w i t h you the other day while 

we were t a k i n g our f i r s t look at Bonny Reservoir. 
I am e n c l o s i n g some o l d cards and a photo. You w i l l n o t i c e 

the postmark on the cards are from Bonny, Colo. 
As near as I can remember, Uncle Isaac Bonny came to Rooks 

County, Kansas w i t h h i s parents from Sioux C i t y , Iowa, where they 
homesteaded and l i v e d u n t i l he and h i s f a m i l y moved to t h e i r new 
home North of B u r l i n g t o n where he s t a r t e d the general s t o r e and 
Post O f f i c e known as BONNY COLORADO i n approximately 1914 or 
1915. In s e l l i n g the business i n 1919 or 1920 to some people by 
the name of Barnhart (operating under the same name f o r some 
time) he moved to Samuels, Idaho about 25 miles from the Canada 
l i n e and i n the panhandle of Idaho, where he l i v e d and made h i s 
home u n t i l h i s death i n about 1939 or 1940, ( t h i s i s a guess) as 
I never learned the f a c t s u n t i l l a t e r . I was then l i v i n g i n 
Clayton, N.M. where we owned and operated Bonny's Flowers and 
Greenhouse. 

My brother (Louis, eds.) owned and operated Bonny's Sporting 
Goods i n Longmont, Colorado, s e l l i n g same i n 1948 and i s s t i l l 
o p e r a t i n g at same l o c a t i o n as Longmont Sporting Goods. 

Uncle Ike back i n Kansas was known as the community g r a i n 
t h r a s h e r . Hed (sic) a steam operated thrashing machine v i v i d i n 
my memory but remember r i d i n g from one l o c a t i o n to another w i t h 
t h r a s h i n g crew. He at one time was w i t h some p o l i c e s e r v i c e i n 
the Washington and Oregon T r a i l country. (I know very l i t t l e 
about t h i s . ) 

We enjoyed every minute of our t r i p to Bonny R e s e r v o i r and I 
d i d c a t c h a f i s h , although I f i s h e d very l i t t l e . 

We are managing a f l o r i s t business here i n Greeley, r e a l l y 
l o o k i n g f o r a l o c a t i o n that we can a f f o r d , as you remember I am 
handicapped w i t h a a r t i f i c i a l limb and jobs don't come easy, so I 
have to make my own the best I can. 

Come see us or w r i t e ; to 2432 15th Avenue Court, Greeley 1 

W i l l i a m J . Bonny 

1 Bonny, W i l l i a m Jacob. [Letter] 

Page 54 



L e l a , L y l e and Casey Bonny 
Velma made contact w i t h L y l e and L e l a Bonny of P r i n e v i l l e , 

Oregon by phone on September the 15th, 1991. They were the f i r s t 
c o n t r i b u t o r s t o t h i s p r o j e c t and have remained strong h e l p e r s . 

Both of L y l e ' s s i s t e r s , P e a r l and M i l d r e d , and h i s o l d e r 
brother Casey, have died. L y l e ' s dad was "Cousin Isaac" [1886] 
and h i s Mom was Flo a who i s a l s o dead i n 1994. They l i v e d near 
the Bonny s t o r e u n t i l they moved to Idaho. Ike and F l o a l e f t 
Colorado j u s t before L y l e ' s grandpa Ike [1865] and grandma Laura 
d i d . 

L e l a ' s l e t t e r s r e f l e c t both of these "Ikes", t h e i r moves to 
homestead, and t h e i r l a s t move west, the Idaho venture. They 
exemplify the quotation below used to introduce L e l a and L y l e ' s 
part of t h i s volume. I t v i v i d l y i l l u s t r a t e s the homesteading 
movement. 

A l e x i s de T o c q u e v i l l e ' s , Democracy i n America has a 
paragraph quoted by O l i v a that f i t s Isaac [1865], h i s son, and 
a l l our Bonny homesteaders. 

"In the United States a man b u i l d s a house i n which t o spend 
h i s o l d age and he s e l l s i t before the roof i s on; he p l a n t s a 
garden and l e t s i t j u s t as the tre e s are coming i n t o b e a r i n g ; he 
brings a f i e l d i n t o t i l l a g e and leaves other men t o gather the 
crops; he embraces a p r o f e s s i o n and gives i t up; he s e t t l e s i n a 
place, which he soon afterwards leaves to c a r r y h i s changeable 
longings elsewhere ... Death at length overtakes him, but i t i s 
before he i s weary of h i s bootless chase of that complete 
f e l i c i t y which f o r e v e r escapes him 1." 

M o b i l i t y , one of the obvious t r a i t s i n the American n a t i o n a l 
character, was one of the reasons why many came to Ash Rock, and 
i t was a l s o why some moved on to pursue t h e i r dreams i n other 
p l a c e s . O l i v a makes a strong p o i n t about t h i s p l a i n s l i f e , 
quoting the T i n Man from Oz: " T e l l me something about y o u r s e l f 
and the country you came from," s a i d the Scarecrow when she 
(Dorothy) had f i n i s h e d her dinner. So she t o l d him a l l about 
Kansas, and how gray everything was there, and how the cyclone 
had c a r r i e d her to t h i s queer land of Oz. 

The Scarecrow l i s t e n e d c a r e f u l l y , and s a i d , "I cannot 
understand why you should wish to leave t h i s b e a u t i f u l country 
and go back t o the dry, gray place you c a l l Kansas." 
"That i s because you have no b r a i n s , " answered the g i r l . "No 
matter how dreary and gray our homes are, we people of f l e s h and 
blood would r a t h e r l i v e there than i n any other country, be i t 
ever so b e a u t i f u l . There i s no place l i k e home." 

The Scarecrow sighed. "Of course I cannot understand i t , " 
he s a i d . " I f your heads were s t u f f e d w i t h straw, l i k e mine, you 
would probably a l l l i v e i n the b e a u t i f u l p l a c e s , and then Kansas 

1 T o c q u e v i l l e . i n Ash Rock a n d . . . , p.10 
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would have no people at a l l . I t i s fortunate f o r Kansas that you 
have b r a i n s 1 . " 

O l i v a f u r t h e r explained the motivation and the process of 
homesteading as i t would have a p p l i e d to Isaac's [1865] move to 
Kansas, then to Bonny, and f i n a l l y , on to Idaho. Indeed, i t 
d e s c r i b e s the people and the settlement of t h i s whole p l a i n s 
area. 

"The s e t t l e r s came p r i m a r i l y to o b t a i n land and to farm, and 
they obtained t i t l e under one or more of the f e d e r a l land laws. 
The Preemption Act of 1841 permitted an a c t u a l s e t t l e r to 
purchase up t o 160 acres at a minimum p r i c e of $1.25 a f t e r 
r e s i d i n g on the c l a i m f o r at l e a s t s i x months. The Homestead Act 
of 1862 permitted an a c t u a l s e t t l e r , who was a c i t i z e n of the 
United States or had made a p p l i c a t i o n f o r c i t i z e n s h i p , to o b t a i n 
up t o 160 acres by paying a f i l i n g fee ($10.00 f o r those who 
s e t t l e d a q u a r t e r - s e c t i o n i n Ash Rock), b u i l d i n g a residence, and 
l i v i n g on the land f o r at l e a s t f i v e years (time served by the 
a p p l i c a n t i n United States m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e could be counted 
toward the residency requirement). I t was necessary to pay 
another fee, $4.00 f o r 160 acres i n Ash Rock, when the F i n a l 
Receipt was i s s u e d to i n d i c a t e that a l l terms had been met and 
the a p p l i c a n t had obtained t i t l e to the land (a patent was i s s u e d 
to that e f f e c t by the president of the United S t a t e s ) . The 
Timber C u l t u r e Act of 1873 permitted a claimant, who was not 
r e q u i r e d to l i v e on the Timber Claim, to acquire up to 160 acres 
of land by paying a f i l i n g fee of $10.00 and p l a n t i n g and 
m a i n t a i n i n g at l e a s t f o r t y acres of t r e e s , reduced to ten acres 
i n 1878, w i t h i n a p e r i o d of four years. I t was p o s s i b l e f o r one 
person to o b t a i n both a homestead and Timber Claim. Both were 
considered "free land" since there was no other payment except 
the f i l i n g fee and fee f o r F i n a l Receipt, but the s e t t l e r s p a i d 
w i t h t h e i r time and l a b o r to meet the requirements. I t was o f t e n 
s a i d of the Homestead Act that the f e d e r a l government bet you 160 
acres of land t h a t you could not l i v e on i t f o r f i v e years and, 
i f you d i d , you got to keep the land. 

"The most important n a t u r a l resource i n Ash Rock has always 
been the s o i l . I t was the s o i l that a t t r a c t e d s e t t l e r s , and i t 
was the s o i l t hat sustained the r e s i d e n t s 2 . " 

L e l a ' s l e t t e r t o l d us: "I have a card F l o a wrote to her 
s i s t e r . They (Isaac [1886] and Floa) l e f t B u r l i n g t o n by t r a i n on 
March 13, 1919 and a r r i v e d i n Sandpoint, Idaho on March 14, 1919, 
rented a two room apartment and each took a t u r n having the f l u 
a f t e r they got there. 

"Grandad Ike [1865] came to Idaho a f t e r Ike J r . and F l o a . 
I'm not sure i f they came l a t e r i n 1919 or e a r l y 1920. I bet 

1 O l i v a . p. 18 
2 O l i v a . p. 3 
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Isaac Sr. and Laura came i n summer or f a l l of 1919 si n c e the 
a r t i c l e shows Barnhart was appointed postmaster Jan. 6, 1920 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac [1865] Bonny d i e d i n Idaho." 1 

Cousin Ike [1886] in Idaho 
Mrs. Robert McManama of S a l t Lake C i t y sent your e d i t o r s a 

wealth of p i c t u r e s and genealogy i n c l u d i n g an i n t e r e s t i n g p i c t u r e 
of Ike ( c a l l e d J r . here) taken May 28, i n 1928. Seen w i t h him 
are Laura, h i s mother, F l o a , h i s w i f e , L y l e , h i s brother, and 
M i l d r e d h i s s i s t e r . Vernon, Velma's brother, adopted by Isaac 
[1865] and Laura i s a l s o seen. Isaac and Laura sent the photo to 
W i l l i a m and Lenora McManama wit h t h i s note on the back: "Isaac 
Bonny J r . [1866] who k i l l e d the two bears w i t h h i s Newton R i f l e . 
Took one shot each. K i l l e d the next day ar ( s i c , or) morning 
a f t e r h i s b i r t h d a y . Largest bear, 400 # (pounds) Small 100#." 

Le l a ' s husband L y l e i s a "mostly r e t i r e d " p i l o t , who s t i l l 
f lew h i s own plane o c c a s i o n a l l y as h i s h e a l t h permitted. He was 
very young while at Bonny. 

"Casey used to mention going to the Bonny, Colorado post 
o f f i c e and sto r e w i t h h i s f o l k s , Isaac [1886] and F l o a . Great 
Grandma Maggie Van Dyke who l i v e d at the s t o r e w i t h them, would 
go to the bedroom since she didn't l i k e the noise but Grandpa 
Isaac [1865] would always have candy f o r h i s g r a n d c h i l d r e n . L y l e 
remembers Grandpa m a g i c a l l y " p i c k i n g " candy and gum o f f the 
bushes f o r him and h i s s i b l i n g s , and then they would t r y t o f i n d 
some to p i c k themselves. One of h i s f a v o r i t e memories of grandpa 

"Cousin Ike and Floa l i v e d on a farm 16 miles north of 
B u r l i n g t o n on the east side of highway 51, now 3 85. Casey and 
Ly l e were small c h i l d r e n . 

"Lyle must have v i s i t e d h i s grandpa's post o f f i c e but does 
not remember i t much. Casey remembers but L y l e doesn't, s i n c e he 
was only two, as were Velma and Velda." 

L e l a had Broadsword cousins who l i v e d north of the Bonny 
post o f f i c e and would go v i s i t them. Their names were on the 
l i s t of names of area owners of property which the Barnharts 
f u r n i s h e d . Jake Broadsword, who was mentioned by Ike on one of 
the post cards quoted here was her grandfather. 

"Casey and h i s s i s t e r P e a r l went to the Broadsword School 
f o r three years. He t o l d the s t o r y of e a t i n g h i s f i r s t peanut 
b u t t e r by t r a d i n g h i s sandwich f o r peanut b u t t e r on a c r a c k e r 
from L e l a ' s Broadsword cousins. Ha2." 

1 Bonny, L e l a . 9/22/ 1994 
2 Bonny, L e l a . L e t t e r 1991 
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On September 22, 1994 L e l a wrote twelve more pages of 
d e t a i l e d responses t o myriad questions. 

"Dear Velma and Andy 
On January f i f t h L y l e had a bad stroke on h i s r i g h t s i d e , 

was i n the h o s p i t a l f i v e days, then to r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i n Bend, 
Oregon f o r help and recovery. A f t e r 26 days he came home s t i l l 
unable to walk without help. 

"February 19, he had a heart attack, went to the h o s p i t a l 
again u n t i l March 9. We moved him to a Nursing Home i n 
Sunnyside, Washington to be c l o s e r to h i s c h i l d r e n . I t s been a 
rough year f o r me. L y l e was not competent when he l e f t , but 
turned b e t t e r a f t e r three months. He has been wanting to come 
back t o P r i n e v i l l e but h i s c h i l d r e n won't l e t him come. I have 
been going to see L y l e every two weeks and he i s much b e t t e r . 

"Sounds l i k e you are working hard on your book, I f I in c l u d e 
m a t e r i a l you don't want, j u s t throw i t away. 

"On the Isaac's, Isaac W i l l i a m Bonny, Sr. [1865] was Casey 
and L y l e ' s Grandad Bonny. W i l l i a m Isaac Bonny J r . [1886] was 
t h e i r Dad. Both were c a l l e d Ike as nicknames. Grandma Bonny was 
F l o a E l i z a b e t h Snow. Isaac Sr, Grandma Laura h i s w i f e , and our 
Mother F l o a , were a l l b u r i e d i n the Pack R i v e r Cemetery about 
e i g h t m i l e s Northeast of Sandpoint, Idaho i n a r u r a l cemetery. 
The boys Dad, Ike J r . , i s b u r i e d i n the Sunnyside, Washington 
cemetery. 

"I'm t h i n k i n g the 1910 a b s t r a c t you are t a l k i n g of, i s 
probably Ike J r . and Floa's p l a c e . I know F l o a went back t o 
Kansas to her Mom's when Casey was born Nov. 12, 1911.. Isaac and 
F l o a were l i v i n g north of B u r l i n g t o n then. I b e l i e v e the cement 
foundation you saw 16 miles North of B u r l i n g t o n was t h e i r p l a c e . 
Casey and I stopped there i n 1979 and took p i c t u r e s . He was 
about e i g h t years o l d when they l e f t and he could remember how 
the t e r r a i n was. We a l s o found the post o f f i c e b u i l d i n g and 
Bonny Dam. 

"Lyle doesn't seem to remember much about these things and 
was never back there t i l l the year we had the Bonny reunion i n 
Fort C o l l i n s . He never l i k e d to t r a v e l l i k e Casey and I d i d . We 
would go every four or f i v e years a f t e r we found your brother 
B i l l . Casey f e l t so bad that Lewis ( s i c - L o u i s ) had j u s t died, 
and he never got to v i s i t w i t h him. They were c l o s e i n age. 

"Jacob Broadsword was my grandfather born May 22, 1849 i n 
Ohio. He d i e d October 4, 1917 i n B u r l i n g t o n , before I was born. 
Sarah Ann Edwards, h i s w i f e , was born October 17, 1871 i n 
Doniphan C i t y , Kansas. She d i e d October 26, 1956 i n Eugene, 
Oregon. My Dad, A l v i n Jacob Broadsword was born January 25, 
1898. Mom, L i l l i e Ruth Falk, was born November 20, 1896. A l v i n 
d i e d June 30, 1978 of heart f a i l u r e and L i l l i e d i e d August 8, 
1974 w i t h an aneurism. 

"My Grandparents Jake and Sarah l i v e d across the road from 
Ike Sr [1865] and Laura south of School Kansas. I can remember 
my Grandmother Broadsword t e l l i n g about the Bonny's. I d i d not 
know them t i l l we moved to Sandpoint, Idaho i n August 1934. I 
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met Casey i n November and s t a r t e d going w i t h him. We married 
September 12, 1935. Casey cut logs and b u i l t our f i r s t house i n 
193 7. He had helped h i s dad b u i l d t h e i r houses. 

"I never was around Grandad Isaac Sr. very much. Grandma 
Laura was gone and he l i v e d up i n the h i l l s . Vernon was out of 
school then a l s o . I don't b e l i e v e Grandad Isaac Sr. [1865] ever 
had the post o f f i c e at Samuels, Idaho. He never had a s t o r e i n 
Idaho e i t h e r . At l e a s t I never heard of i t . Grandad Ike J r . and 
Floa l i v e d c l o s e by the Samuels post o f f i c e . 

"Grandma F l o a was such a neat lady. She and Ike J r 
separated i n 1938 and she l i v e d w i t h us two years, then Casey 
b u i l t her a house cl o s e by. We took her to Kansas and Colorado 
i n 1939 to see her brother and s i s t e r s whom she hadn't seen s i n c e 
she moved to Idaho. We didn't have much money i n those days but 
she was so pleased we took her. She die d at age 53 i n 1944, we 
a l l miss her so much, a l o v e l y lady. 

"Since I don't know much to w r i t e about Grandad Ike, Sr., 
I ' l l t e l l you about Ike J r . He had a l o g t r u c k f o r many years i n 
Idaho. He b u i l t four houses. Casey helped him, and probably 
learned how to b u i l d , as Casey b u i l t about 3 0 homes over the 
years. I d i d some of the p a i n t i n g f o r him. We b u i l t each of our 
three k i d s a house. 

" A f t e r L y l e s t a r t e d f l y i n g and moved to Sunnyside, 
Washington, Ike [1886] r e t i r e d and moved down there a l s o . He had 
married again, and spent h i s retirement i n Washington. He loved 
to hunt and f i s h , so he and L y l e d i d l o t s of t h a t . 

"I don't know i f you want to hear about a l l these 
Broadswords. There were three brothers, Pete, my grandpa Jacob, 
and I s r a e l . My grandad Jake 1 d i e d before I was born so I never 
knew him. They a l l l i v e d i n Kansas before they came to Colorado 
and homesteaded. My Dad A l v i n was the only boy i n Jake's f a m i l y . 
He had three s i s t e r s , Mary, Ruth, and Lucy. One s i s t e r i s 84 and 
l i v e s i n Eugene, Oregon. She remembers the Bonnys. I ' l l c a l l 
and see i f she has a Broadsword School p i c t u r e . Jake homesteaded 
s i x m iles north of B u r l i n g t o n on Highway 3 85, east s i d e of road. 
I t s gone now and someone e l s e has b u i l t there. 

"Pete had the place where the Broadsword School was, about 
14 m i l e s north of B u r l i n g t o n on the east s i d e . The o l d barn was 
p a r t i a l l y standing l a s t year (1993). His w i f e , Lucy, was a 
school teacher and t h e i r three g i r l s Casey's age were the ones he 
traded sandwiches f o r peanut b u t t e r and cr a c k e r s . T h e i r names 
were M i l d r e d , Margaret & Dorothy & a boy, Loyd (Bud). Pete was 
John, George and B i l l ' s Dad, and a l s o Mary's. 

"Then I s r a e l l i v e d on f a r t h e r northeast, probably about 
north of the Bonny Post O f f i c e . His boys were Jasper, Ted E a r l 
B i l l , and Frank. 

" I ' l l bet you are g e t t i n g t i r e d of a l l t h i s . I have a 
p i c t u r e or two I w i l l have made f o r you and send. 

1 This i s the "Jake" mentioned i n Ike's post card above. 
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"Did you contact C a r l Kroeger i n B u r l i n g t o n . He i s Pete 
Broadsword's grandson, Mary's boy. Mary married a Kroeger. He 
probably has a p i c t u r e of the o l d Broadsword School cause they 
l i v e d out i n that area before he r e t i r e d and moved to town. He 
may even answer other questions f o r you. 

" I f you need more in f o r m a t i o n l e t me know. L y l e i s the only 
Bonny l e f t , but doesn't remember a l o t of t h i n g s . F l o a used to 
t e l l me a l o t , then since I was 15 when I came to Idaho from 
Colorado, I remember how i t was there. I ' l l ask L y l e i f he can 
remember any t h i n g more about Grandad Ike Sr. and send i t on. 
a l s o h i s Dad. 

"Casey t o l d me h i s f o l k s h e ld h i s s i s t e r P e a r l back when he 
was f i v e and she seven. They walked two miles south to the 
Broadsword School. They saw t h i s wagon coming and they got down 
i n the d i t c h and when i t got by them, they jumped out and i t 
scared the horses. Well i t was t h e i r Dad, so Casey got a 
spanking. Ha! They were on t h e i r way to s c h o o l 1 . 

" L e l a a l s o reminded us that Grandpa Ike would p l a y the 
f i d d l e f o r dances at the school house on Grouse Creek. I s r a e l 
Broadsword's daughter-in-law who was married t o E a r l would chord 
on the piano f o r these dances we a l l went t o . This f i d d l e went 
on t o Velma's brother, B i l l , at Ike's death. 

"I don't have a good p i c t u r e of Ike and F l o a , or of Ike and 
Laura. I ' l l see what I can come up wi t h and send them. 

"My b i r t h d a y i s J u l y 4, 1919. We were l i v i n g at my Grandma 
Sarah Broadsword's place s i x miles north of B u r l i n g t o n when I was 
born. 

"My Aunt Ruth i s the only one of the Broadsword Family l e f t 
besides C a r l Kroeger so what we need to f i n d out, need t o f i n d 
soon. I t i s 9 P.M. I j u s t t a l k e d to my Aunt Ruth. She w i l l look 
through her p i c t u r e s f o r any o l d ones. She remembers going to 
Bonny and Grandad Ike Sr. g i v i n g her a s t i c k of candy. A l s o 
Casey remembered that they Jake and Sarah my grandparents l i v e d 
across the road i n Kansas from Laura and Ike J r . She s a i d Laura 
was a midwife f o r my Dad and two o l d e r s i s t e r s , Lucy and Mary. 
Ruth was the only one who had a Dr. Also Laura made her Ruth a 
long dress at one time. 

"I reread some notes. In 1990 when you had the Bonny 
reunion i n f o r t C o l l i n s was the f i r s t time L y l e came back t o the 
o l d Homestead i n Colorado. Casey and Midge's f i r s t time was 
1964, when we found the house where the post o f f i c e was. A l s o 
Casey and I must have made t r i p s about every f i v e years to see 
cousins on h i s Mothers s i d e , B i l l and h i s wife A l t h e a , J.C. and 
Velda, and you Velma, weren't always l i v i n g there. 

"I do not have p i c t u r e s of graves from Pack R i v e r cemetery 
f o r Isaac Sr, Laura and F l o a but I could get them f o r you i f you 
l i k e . V i r g i n i a H o f f i n e , Woods, Casey's niece and P e a r l ' s 
daughter l i v e s r e a l c l o s e to the cemetery. 

1 Bonny, L e l a . 9/22/1994 
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"The dots you have on the post o f f i c e map and Broadsword 
school look to be about where I remember them. The f o l k s p l a c e 
was about two.miles north on the main highway. I t h i n k you found 
i t . I remember when Casey and I f i r s t went there, they moved 
when he was a l i t t l e boy. He s a i d , "I always thought that was 
such a b i g h i l l t o go up and down i n the g u l l y ' s . " He laughed 
about t h a t . I'm wondering i f that g u l l y , or draw as used t o c a l l 
them, wasn't Sand Creek, r i g h t below t h e i r house and b u i l d i n g s . 

"I read i n one of your a r t i c l e s that Mrs. D i l e Henderson, 
h i s f i r s t w i f e , p i c k e d up the mail and took i t t o Bonny to be 
sorted. I remember them. Their daughter Neva, boarded w i t h My 
Grandmother Sarah and went to B u r l i n g t o n to High school. 

"We have a Guardianship meeting to go to September 27th f o r 
L y l e . The k i d s want to keep him there and he wants to come here. 
That w i l l be held i n Yakima, Washington, about 20 miles from 
Sunnyside. I t s been a hard t h i n g f o r me to deal w i t h . He has t o 
be i n a wheel c h a i r most of the time, but I w i l l s u r e l y help him 
i f he can come here, since he wants t o come. He i s not 
incompetent l i k e they say. 

"I'm a f r a i d my pages and w r i t i n g are mixed up, i f L y l e can 
help t e l l more about the two Ike's, I ' l l pass i t on, or i f I can 
help any other way I w i l l . I t h i n k you are doing a great job. 

"I can't remember what p i c t u r e s we sent you. I ' l l bet C a r l 
(Kroeger) could help on the school p i c t u r e . I hope I have 
answered some of your questions and s o r r y I've been so long. 

"Take care, Our Love - L y l e and L e l a 1 " 

L e l a Broadsword had married Casey Bonny and they had a 
f a m i l y . A f t e r h i s death she married h i s brother L y l e whose w i f e 
had died. These Bonny boys were sons of Isaac Bonny [born 1886] 
whose f a t h e r , a l s o was Isaac-[born 1865]. 

O b i t u a r i e s f o r Isaac [1865] Laura 

L e l a Bonny asked her s i s t e r - i n - l a w , V i r g i n i a Wood, to send 
us the o b i t u a r i e s f o r Ike and Laura. V i r g i n i a i s a granddaughter 
of Isaac [1886] and Floy. She s t i l l l i v e s i n Sandpoint, Idaho i n 
1995. Laura d i e d 14 years before Ike. Her o b i t u a r y appeared i n 
the Pend O r e l l e Review on December 24, 1928. 

"Grouse Creek Matron Dies." 
"Mrs. Laura Bonny, 63, was i l l three weeks. Mrs. Laura 

Bonny, age 63, a r e s i d e n t of Grouse Creek d i s t r i c t f o r the past 
seven years, d i e d at her home l a s t Wednesday a f t e r an i l l n e s s of 
about three weeks w i t h heart t r o u b l e . She i s s u r v i v e d by her 
husband, Isaac Bonny [1865], and one son Isaac J r . [1886]. 
Funeral arrangements have not been made. The body i s at the Moon 
Mortuary. B u r i a l w i l l be i n the Pack R i v e r Cemetery." (She d i e d 
Dec. 19, 1928.) Her husband Isaac di e d October 19, 1944. 

1 Bonny, L e l a . 9/22/94 
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"Pioneer of Grouse Creek Community Dies F r i d a y . " 
"Isaac Bonny Sr. 78, r e s i d e n t of Grouse Creek since 1918 1, 

passed away at Community H o s p i t a l l a s t F r i d a y f o l l o w i n g an 
i l l n e s s of s e v e r a l months, three weeks of which was at the 
h o s p i t a l . 

He was a n a t i v e of Waterloo, Iowa, born March 28, 1865, and 
had been a farmer a l l of h i s l i f e . Mr. Bonny i s s u r v i v e d by one 
son, Isaac Bonny J r . of Sandpoint and three g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

Funeral Services were held at the Grouse Creek school house 
by Reverend M e r r i l l Skaug of the Sandpoint B a p t i s t church 
Wednesday afternoon and b u r i a l was i n the Pack R i v e r Cemetery 2." 

"Grouse Creek i s a community s i x miles n o r t h and two miles 
east of Sandpoint where you and Velda s t a r t e d f i r s t grade i n 
scho o l . Samuels was only a store and a post o f f i c e l o c a t e d two 
mi l e s past the Grouse Creek Road on t h i s main highway north. 
Both businesses are now clos e d . M a i l and shopping are done i n 
Sandpoint now. I don't know i f there was ever a census i n 
Samuels. I t was too sm a l l . The census would have been i n 
Sandpoint 3. " 

Loc a l Schools 
Broadsword School 

This school was the ma i l p i c k up point f o r both the Bonny 
and the Barnhart f a m i l i e s and was i n d i c a t e d on Isaac's 
" a p p l i c a t i o n map." I t was a l s o a community center, and named 
a f t e r Bonny r e l a t i v e s , the Broadswords. The H i s t o r y o f K i t 
Carson County t e l l s us t h i s neighborhood of farms was t i e d 
c l o s e l y t o the Bonny s t o r y . Area r e s i d e n t s were neighbors, and 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n attended t h i s school. Isaac's " s i t e l o c a t i o n map" 
showed t h i s school at roads 51 (now 385) and KK as h i s "mail 
change" p o i n t , 14 miles north from B u r l i n g t o n . (The mail from 
B u r l i n g t o n was met at Broadsword School by the person who pic k e d 
up the m a i l f o r Bonny. The B u r l i n g t o n d r i v e r then went on to 
Hale Post O f f i c e . Hale i s the c l o s e s t town to Bonny Dam and was 
a l s o the nearest post o f f i c e to Bonny.) 

"The Broadsword School, D i s t r i c t 31, was named f o r one of 
the e a r l y f a m i l i e s 4 who l i v e d i n the community. I t was i n the 
northwest corner of s e c t i o n 30 on highway 51, now numbered 385. 
Broadsword was a t y p i c a l one-room country school l o c a t e d fourteen 
m i l e s n o r t h of B u r l i n g t o n on Highway 51 i n the northwest corner 

1 1919 or e a r l y 1920 may be more accurate. 
2 Velma remembers the Bonny home as i n Samuels, Idaho. Grouse 

Creek must be very near, or perhaps her uncle and aunt moved a f t e r 
she and Velda r e j o i n e d t h e i r f a t h e r i n Kansas. 

3 Bonny, L e l a [Letter] 3/24/1995. The census form had Bonner 
County, (edi t o r s ) 

4 L e l a Bonny Broadsword's progenitors 
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of Louis Kroeger's f i e l d . P r e s e n t l y , the s i t e i s across the 
highway from the W i l l i a m Kreoger farm where h i s daughter, 
Katherine Lundien, and f a m i l y l i v e d when t h i s was penned 1. 

" O r i g i n a l l y i t was b u i l t as a "soddy" i n the l a t t e r 1800's. 
A wooden s t r u c t u r e replaced i t i n the e a r l y 1900's before 1915. 
A l l l a b o r was v o l u n t e e r f o r the b u i l d i n g as w e l l as the horse 
barn and the out-house. The out-house had a d i v i d e r between the 
boys' and the g i r l s ' s i d e s . Controversy arose during the 
b u i l d i n g of the school when one of the v o l u n t e e r s who was working 
on i t thought the r a f t e r s were not q u i t e high enough. This 
controversy came a f t e r the r a f t e r s were already put up. The 
v o l u n t e e r r e d i d them and t h i s r e s u l t e d i n a very p i t c h e d roof and 
high c e i l i n g s . According to the School Board records of June 
1923, the Board decided that a horse barn was needed f o r s a f e t y 
of the c h i l d r e n . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n to school i n the e a r l y days was 
by r i d i n g horses, walking, or using a buggy or c a r t . Horses were 
u s u a l l y t i e d to fence posts or turned loose i n the schoolyard. 
F i n a l l y a barn was b u i l t . In l a t e r years, the auto was used f o r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

"As i n other communities, t h i s school was a l s o the s o c i a l 
center of the community. This was where community meetings and 
gatherings were held, box and p i e s o c i a l s , and the l i t e r a r y 
programs, c o n s i s t i n g of debates, s k i t s , e t c . At one time t h i s i s 
where Coop meetings were h e l d w i t h Frank and Ida Rankins, and i n 
the days of the e a r l y telephones, telephone meetings were h e l d 
here. 

" C l o t h i n g f o r the boys was b i b o v e r a l l s or k n i c k e r s . G i r l s 
always wore dresses and most of them wore high top shoes and l e g 
warmers. L a t e r the boys continued t o wear b i b o v e r a l l s or blue 
jeans and the g i r l s , dresses. 

"During the h i s t o r y of t h i s country school, indoor and 
outdoor games played were unchanged. Outdoor games c o n s i s t e d of 
Ante Over, Pump Pump P u l l Away, Drop the Handkerchief, B a s e b a l l , 
Fox and Geese, and Red Rover. The wooden poles of the swing set 
broke i n 1946-47 and were replaced w i t h very t a l l s t e e l pipe set 
i n concrete. The person swinging was challenged t o see i f he 
could go as high as the "bars" (top of the swing s e t ) . B e l i e v e 
me t h i s was "fun"! Indoor games c o n s i s t e d of Hide the Thimble, 
Hangman, S p e l l Downs, and Geography Matches 

"This school had no w e l l f o r water, ever. Consequently, the 
water needed to be c a r r i e d i n every day. E i t h e r i t was up t o the 
teacher to b r i n g i t i n or up t o the students to c a r r y i t i n a 
bucket on a s t i c k between them. (Three places were used to 
o b t a i n water: the Frank Moose place, which was across the road 
west; Pete Broadsword farm which was 3/4 of a mile north; and the 
Louis Kroeger farm, which was 1/2 mile southeast of the s c h o o l . 
Many times the water from the w e l l at the Moose place was no 
good, so the students had to choose somewhere e l s e to go. A f t e r 

1 S tandard A t l a s o f K i t . . . p. 48 
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1950, the water was always c a r r i e d from the W i l l i a m Kroeger farm 
(the former Moose P l a c e ) . This was a f t e r they had d r i l l e d a new 
w e l l and had good water.) Water was put i n a crock from which to 
di p or use a spigot f o r d r i n k i n g . Each student was r e q u i r e d to 
b r i n g h i s or her own d r i n k i n g cup and hand towel. I f warm water 
was needed, i t was heated on the pot b e l l y stove that stood i n 
the center of the room. Lots of c o l d a i r came i n t o the room due 
to the f a c t that there were l a r g e windows d i r e c t l y opposite each 
other, and there were no storm windows. 

" D i s c i p l i n e was done i n a v a r i e t y of ways, such as standing 
on one foot on the stage, use of a razor s t r a p or b e l t on the 
p o s t e r i o r r e g i o n , or s t a y i n g i n at recess. One teacher was known 
f o r throwing an eraser i n f r o n t of a student who was daydreaming 
and not studying. I t was reported that one student was sent t o 
get a s w i t c h warned that and i f he didn't come back w i t h i t he 
would not need to r e t u r n to school. The student didn't come 
back, but the school board e v e n t u a l l y l e t him r e t u r n to the house 
of l e a r n i n g . 

"Christmas programs were always a t r a d i t i o n a l p a r t of the 
school, where p a r t s were learned, r e c i t e d , and three act p l a y s 
were presented. Names were drawn and g i f t s exchanged. Treats 
were given to a l l the students and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Of course, 
Santa made an appearance. 

"The area where the school was l o c a t e d was c a l l e d " B o t t l e 
Ridge." Indians fought on the 'Ridge' and school board members 
had disagreements here a l s o . I t was here that one member was 
a r r e s t e d f o r d i s t u r b i n g the peace. One member wanted to have 
dances i n the school and the other two d i d n ' t . B a s i c a l l y , he 
wanted to s t i r up t r o u b l e . A f t e r the a r r e s t when they went to 
co u r t , the judge ended the dispute by throwing out the case. I f 
a d u l t neighbors had b a t t l e s or disputes they would u s u a l l y end up 
at the school a i r i n g t h e i r problems. 

"Academically t h i n g s were somewhat d i f f e r e n t from what they 
are today. In the e a r l y days, the parents were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s books. When the year's workbooks were f i n i s h e d 
f o r the grade we were i n , the students were advanced to the next 
grade l e v e l . U s u a l l y t h i s occurred about March. C h i l d r e n 
u s u a l l y s t a r t e d school at age s i x and were given a primer t o 
l e a r n t o read. In 1942, the famous reading s e r i e s was D i c k and 
Jane. Penmanship was a p a r t of the d a i l y r o u t i n e . 

"During the l a s t four years of the school's e x i s t e n c e , the 
most famous place t o go to l e a r n anything from memory was behind 
the piano, which was set at an angle i n the back of the room. 
This was a l s o the place where one c h i l d was sent to go to the 
r e s t room, us i n g a t i n can, which normally caught the d r i p from 
the water crock, on the r a i n y day the drought broke, 1956. The 
r e s t of the students were asked by the teacher t o take t h e i r 
s eats. This same student was asked to go behind the piano to 
l e a r n the words to "America the B e a u t i f u l . " This was q u i t e an 
undertaking s i n c e the student was only a f i r s t grader. 

" I t was noted i n the minutes of the School Board Secretary 
d a t i n g i n the e a r l y 1920's, that whenever a vote was taken the 
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names of the men and how they voted was always l i s t e d f i r s t and 
then the names of the l a d i e s were l i s t e d . 

"Teachers of the Broadsword school were Mrs. N e l l i e Grabb, 
C l a r a Shannon, Miss Bogart, Mrs. B i l l Sperry, Maud C r i s t , Mr. 
E.A. Schwenker, Mrs. Antonie Schutte, Miss Annette Smith, E d i t h 
Miser, Eva Shumate, Miss Hewitt, Maxine Beal, Neva Henderson, 
Mrs. H a r l i n Romberg, Mary Winfrey, Florence Raines, J o s i e 
Youtsey, Barbara Kieber, Helen Young, Helen Kreoger, A l v i n 
Johnson, Doris (Keeler) Kreoger, Hazel Fromong, L a r r y Megel, Mrs 
P e a r l Johnson, and Mrs. B. Leo D e v l i n . 

"School Board members, not l i s t e d i n order: Louis Kreoger, 
C a r l Kreoger, W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) Kreoger, Don Scheierman, Bob Parmer, 
Lucy Broadsword, Clarence C r i s t , Charles Miser, Claude H a l l , 
C l a r a Fender, O r i n M i l l e r , Everett Winfrey, E l l i s C l a r k , H a r r i s o n 
Clark, Newel Guffy, and the l a s t three members before the school 
c o n s o l i d a t e d i n 1959 were, Grace McNeil, Doris Kreoger, and Helen 
Kreoger 1. " 

Katherine Lundien and C a r l Kreoger 

Kathy i s the daughter of B i l l Kroeger. She says the 
b u i l d i n g was t o r n down i n 1961 or 1962. 

"During the school term when Daisy Hewitt was the teacher on 
a w i n t e r y day during morning recess, two en e r g e t i c boys l i v e n e d 
up the recess by throwing a handful of 22 c a l i b r e r i f e s h e l l s 
i n t o the o l d p o t b e l l y stove. A l l s h e l l s responded i n short 
order, c r e a t i n g l o t s of excitement." 

"Three and one h a l f miles to the east... l i v e d Mr. and Mrs. 
Grant Stephenson. She used to conduct r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s at the 
school every Sunday morning. A f t e r her sermon, the congregation 
would break up i n t o c l a s s e s according to age 2." 

Inez H a l l Emsbach 
Happy Hollow School 

Happy Hollow School D i s t r i c t 3 8 was very near Bonny. When 
Sand Creek was running high, the Barnharts and Bonnys had to 
leave the s t o r e by going one mile west and two miles south along 
the creek to the road near t h i s school. Many of these f a m i l i e s 
got t h e i r m a i l at Bonny. Their c h i l d r e n attended Happy Hollow 
School. 

One of the sc h o l a r s attending here was A l i c e Barnhart. 
She completed grades one and two i n her f i r s t year there. Then 
she entered grade three i n Denver, graduating from high school at 
age 16 3. She won the Bonny Dam Essay Contest the year of her 
graduation at B u r l i n g t o n High School. 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t C a r s o n . . . p.104 
2 "Broadsword School District 31", p. 103, (in) History of Kit 

Carson... 
3 Jacober, A l i c e Barnhart. 8/29/95 
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Frank and May Parmer were the owners of the two acres which 
were used f o r the Happy Hollow School. According t o Ben F. 
Parmer, t h e i r son, they were C h a r l i e Barnhart's nearest 
neighbors. Two of Ben's daughters attended there i n the mid 
f o r t i e s . A f t e r the school was c l o s e d , Ben bought the property 
back. His son, Paul owns the property i n 1995. Ben r e c a l l e d 
that there was an e a r l i e r school, a l s o on Parmer property. I t 
was two road miles away, or k i t t y - c o r n e r through the s e c t i o n . 

" H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson... l i s t s teachers from 1916 to 1941. 
Some teacher names seen i n t h i s h i s t o r y are E d i t h Miser Wells and 
H a l l i e Miser Winfrey. 

"Some student names were Straughn, Rhoades, Barnhart, Smith, 
Tieman, Bartman, Hanrahan, Timmans, Parmer, Rogers, Eagleburger, 
Benge, T r o t t e r , Murphy, Proehle, Winfrey, Cody, Lundwall, 
Jackson, C l a r k , and Henderson." 

"Sunday School was a l s o h e l d here f o r many years. Some 
years there were a l s o l i t e r a r y programs 1, 2." 

Edna Bartman Stahlecker 
The Happy Hollow neighborhood was a s o c i a l center f o r the 

Bonny and Barnhart f a m i l i e s . The school and i t s s t o r y are s t i l l 
of i n t e r e s t to e a r l y f r i e n d s who attended there. 

Hook School 
"This l i t t l e school was near the Broadsword and Happy Hollow 

schools. Some teachers and some students were common to i t a l s o . 
I t s d e l i g h t f u l h i s t o r y by Bonny Gould says much about a l l these 
community schools. These s e l e c t e d notes are from " L i t t l e High 
P l a i n s School -- Temple of Learning," by a major w r i t e r the 
e d i t o r s admire, Bonny Gould. I t appeared i n about 1972. 

"In 1906 Hook School was a soddy - two years l a t e r a good 
stur d y adobe. I t was a country school u s e f u l f o r almost h a l f a 
hundred years known as D i s t r i c t 2. D i s t r i c t 1, Bethune, i s 
thought to have preceded the Hook School by a short time. 

"For homesteaders' youngsters and next generations i t was a 
happy, worthy place. Eight grades went on i n a room 20 by 28 
f e e t , and a short time a f t e r i t s opening, three high school 
students were taught there. I t stood ten miles north, one east, 
then a h a l f north again from B u r l i n g t o n . I t i s t y p i c a l of a 
hundred l i t t l e schools which dotted the countryside. A f i r e i n 
1908 destroyed a l l the records, i n c l u d i n g those of many schools, 
but i t i s remembered that W.B. Hook b u i l t the f i r s t b u i l d i n g on 
h i s l a n d when the century was young. When the sod c o l l a p s e d , 
neighbors to the west, the Weisshaar and Dobler f a m i l i e s , knew 
how to l a y the adobe bl o c k s , the l a s t of which onl y l a s t spring's 
winds blew down. 

1 History of Kit Carson... p.112 
2 In 1995 t h i s b u i l d i n g had been moved to I d a l i a , Colorado, 

and became a welding shop. No dates were found f o r t h i s school. 
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"Many early-day s e t t l e r s caused schoolhouses to be erected 
on t h e i r pastures. There were no deeds so the land on which the 
b u i l d i n g s stood r e v e r t e d to the owners e v e n t u a l l y . 

"The Hook home was s t i l l i n use i n 1972. I t i s a remarkably 
w e l l preserved adobe b u i l t i n 1910. Hook staked out h i s homestead 
i n 1905. He and h i s wife were anxious about the education of 
t h e i r own c h i l d r e n . 

"Gladys Ivy Hook, now of Sandpoint, Idaho, taught the school 
during the 1921-22 term. Mrs. Mabel Hunter-Hines of Kanarado 
attended D i s t r i c t 2 f o r e i g h t years but a f t e r high school and two 
weeks of "Normal I n s t i t u t e , " she headed up her own school i n 1919 
and 1920. Her education was more than that r e q u i r e d then, as a 
c e r t i f i c a t e could be issued f o r teaching i f there was an e i g h t h 
grade diploma and a l i t t l e o r i e n t a t i o n i n August at Normal. 

"An e a r l y v e r s i o n of s p l i t sessions took place w i t h school 
being h e l d i n another b u i l d i n g during p a r t of the term - i n order 
to a l t e r n a t e the distances c h i l d r e n had to t r a v e l . This 
experiment of having one school open i n f a l l and one i n s p r i n g 
continued u n t i l there was a p o p u l a t i o n change. 

"The k i d s who were f u r t h e r away rode horses t o school and 
then turned them loose to go home by themselves. That meant 
walking home i n the evening, but there was no rush then. 

"One of the b e t t e r "Marms" was N e l l i e Keen-Grabb who taught 
i n the very e a r l y days, coming there from a school f u r t h e r n o r t h 
known as the Broadsword School. No former student i n t e r v i e w e d 
ever r e c a l l s any d i s a s t e r such as f l o o d , f i r e , c o n f i n i n g 
b l i z z a r d , cyclone, snake b i t e , or bad i n j u r y ever o c c u r r i n g to 
mar the t r a n q u i l days. The earnest p e r u s a l of M c G u f f e y ' s Reader, 
s p e l l i n g , and c i p h e r i n g matches went on under the long stove pipe 
that s t r e t c h e d across the room from the heating stove. One time 
during the dust bowl years everyone had to stay u n t i l e i g h t 
o'clock i n the evening before the d i r t c l e a r e d away enough to 
permit going o u t s i d e . 

"Each p u p i l c a r r i e d water along w i t h lunch. L i k e l y as not 
there would be a piece of tender f r i e d jack r a b b i t . No t u l a r e m i a 
disease had then s p o i l e d that f i n e meat. 

"Cow chips were gathered to k i n d l e the f i r e and the small 
g l i s t e n i n g b l a c k mountain that was the c o a l p i l e had i n l a t e r 
times a basket of corn cobs nearby f o r a q u i c k e r f i r e . 

"In the "open school" f i r s t graders learned from e i g h t h 
graders i f they could not be kept busy, so that there was no time 
to l i s t e n t o other lesson r e c i t a l s . D i s c i p l i n e was minimal, as 
the b i g d i f f e r e n c e between then and now seems to have been the 
f e e l i n g of being one b i g happy f a m i l y . Many former r u r a l 
l e a r n e r s b e l i e v e d they had l i v e d i n the "good o l d days." 

"The Hook School had o n l y 560 square f e e t compared to 
B u r l i n g t o n ' s new middle school w i t h 46,820 square f e e t , 84 times 
l a r g e r . W i l l i t serve 84 times as w e l l ? The new b u i l d i n g cost 
$989,000 d o l l a r s . In 1906 r o o f i n g lumber cost o n l y a few d o l l a r s 
f o r a thousand board f e e t , and adobe was d i r t cheap. Today a 
f a i r one by ten runs $200 per thousand board f e e t . Taxes on a 
quarter of g r a s s l a n d i n the area i n 1905 was $1.65. In 1972 the 
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assessment was $60.00, across the road on i r r i g a t e d land, over 
$500 f o r a h a l f s e c t i o n . Base pay f o r teachers (before e x t r a s , 
tenure, r a i s e s and the l i k e ) i s now a y e a r l y $6,700. In 1912 
Mrs. Russman's s a l a r y was $35.00 a month but a year or two l a t e r 
she promised to hold school on a l l h o l i d a y s , even Thanksgiving, 
20 days each month and her r a i s e came up to $50.00, or $450.00 
per year 1. " 

1 " L i t t l e High P l a i n s School... 1 
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"Whistle Stops," 1 a r a i l r o a d map, i s another presentation of 
these e a r l y communities. Note the incorrect s p e l l i n g of Bonny, 
and the p o s i t i o n shown f o r Morris as south of Bonny. 

1 H i s t o r y of K i t Carson... p. 75 

Page 69 





Chapter Three 
PICTURE SECTION 

Since Isaac [1865] had the o r i g i n a l homestead patent 1, he 
must have b u i l t the Bonny b u i l d i n g . His f a m i l y and l a t e r Jacob's 
four youngest c h i l d r e n would have been the f i r s t i n h a b i t a n t s . 
P i c t u r e s 2 of the Bonnys at Bonny appear f i r s t . Most of them 
were donated by L e l a Broadsword Bonny, daughter-in-law of Isaac 
[1886], who was Velma's cousin. 

C h a r l i e and Jennie bought the property from Isaac. They 
remodeled the home by p u t t i n g concrete on the o u t s i d e and 
e r e c t i n g i n a b r i c k chimney to replace Ike's metal stove p i p e . 
L a t e r , Jennie and D i l e added two rooms. I r a and Louis enlarged 
the windows, added a porch, and p l a s t e r e d the i n s i d e f o r w a l l 
paper w h i l e they l i v e d there. They a l s o i n s t a l l e d an e l e c t r i c 
generator and then brought i n p u b l i c e l e c t r i c i t y and telephones 
when they became a v a i l a b l e . There was never any plumbing or a 
bathroom i n s i d e . 

The Barnhart p i c t u r e s f o l l o w the Bonnys. Louise Smith 
Barnhart, Esther Barnhart Rhoades, and A l i c e Mae Barnhart Jacober 
a l l have p i c t u r e s here. 

The Bonny home, which was a l s o a s t o r e , a post o f f i c e , and 
f i n a l l y the Barnhart residence w i l l be shown w i t h the people who 
l i v e d and loved there. The b u i l d i n g d i s p l a y e d at v a r i o u s times: 

Adobe w a l l s i n s i d e and out 
Isaac's metal stove pipe 
C h a r l i e ' s b r i c k chimney 
A Two-room a d d i t i o n 
Adobe covered w i t h concrete outside 
Stucco was l a t e r put over the cement 
I r a ' s enlarged windows w i t h an added porch f o r a f r e e z e r 
Abandoned, as the e d i t o r s saw i t , on J e r r y Brenner's 

p r o p e r t y i n 1991 and 1994. 

A few photographs of Bonny Dam and two of the l o c a l schools 
are i n c l u d e d . Other, and b e t t e r p i c t u r e s would be welcomed by 
the three e d i t o r s , whose photos conclude t h i s chapter. 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . pp. 370-371 
2 A VHS video of the post o f f i c e , and the Bonny and Barnhart 

f a m i l y p i c t u r e s ; many more than could p o s s i b l y be i n c l u d e d here, i s 
a v a i l a b l e from the p u b l i s h e r s . The Barnharts and Bonnys may f i n d 
the video tape of i n t e r e s t . 
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Isiic's tinted postcard, the lessaqe, and the cancellation 

Velma at Bonny, 1994 
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J O H N R O B I N S O N W I N F R E Y 

Aunt Nora took t h i s p i c t u r e of the John R. Winfrey home 

s h o r t l y a f t e r she got her f i r s t camera i n 1920. She was 

standing on the r i s e southeast of the b u i l d i n g s and f a c i n g 

northwest. The house was b u i l t i n 1915 from adobe b l o c k s . 

This i s a p i c t u r e of the John R. Winfrey house taken i n 1970. 

The adobe blocks were coated with concrete many years ago. 

The house s t i l l appears to be i n f a i r c o n d i t i o n but nobody 

l i v e s i n i t . 





Chapter Four 
THE BARNHARTS AT BONNY 

Kansas Nebraska Roots 
A c t i o n on the P l a i n s has a s e c t i o n on Bonny, pages 124-125. 

The account of the Barnharts at Bonny i s by A l i c e Mae Barnhart 
Jacober. She a l s o wrote the Barnhart, Teel, and Winfrey s e c t i o n s 
i n H i s t o r y o f K i t C a r s o n . . . 1 w i t h her Uncle I r a . Both sources 
are adapted, combined and e d i t e d l i b e r a l l y . 

C h a r l i e F. Barnhart, A l i c e ' s grandfather, and the second 
Bonny postmaster, was born i n Humboldt, Nebraska, on Nov. 26, 
1882 2, the o l d e s t of seven boys and f i v e g i r l s . His parents,' 
James F r a n k l i n Barnhart, Sr. and Martha Frances (McKee) Barn'hart, 
moved to Reynolds, Nebraska i n 1883 and then i n 1891 moved to a 
farm eleven miles west of Hoxie, Kansas, where they were 
neighbors t o Jennie's f a m i l y . Jennie, (Her granddaughter A l i c e 
t e l l s us her r e a l name was Sarah Jane, but she always went by 
J e n n i e ) , was born i n M c F a l l , M i s s o u r i , on May 6, 1885. In 1889 
her parents, John Jasper Teel and Sarah Hannah (Rogers) Teel and 
nine c h i l d r e n , made a 21-day t r i p by covered wagon to a farm near 
Lenora, Kansas, and f i v e years l a t e r moved to Rexford, Kansas. 
Jennie was the seventh of 13 c h i l d r e n , nine boys and f o u r g i r l s . " 

" C h a r l i e F. Barnhart and Sarah Jane "Jennie" Teel were 
married May 31, 1905 ( A c t i o n on the P l a i n s says the 21st, an 
e r r o r ) , i n Menlo, Kansas and remained i n the area f o r s e v e r a l 
years. (Marveline Barnhart F e t t e r s i s sure t h i s wedding took 
place i n Hoxie, KS) C h a r l i e owned a steam engine t h r e s h i n g 
machine w i t h which he d i d custom work. C h a r l i e had an o l d cook 
shack w i t h i r o n wheels which was once a c i r c u s wagon. They 
p u l l e d i t t o the f i e l d s w i t h them. Jennie d i d the cooking f o r 15 
to 16 men. The f a m i l y ate and s l e p t i n the cook shack. F i v e of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n were born at Menlo; Eve r e t t Lee, Feb. 23, 1906-
Florence "Esther", Mar. 27, 1908; I r a Glen, Feb. 11, 1910; 
Leonard Nelson, May 6, 1913; and Wilbur "Dean", Oct. 3, 1918. 
C h a r l i e , Jennie and these f i v e c h i l d r e n came to Colorado i n 1918, 
s h o r t l y a f t e r Isaac Bonny [1865], who probably a r r i v e d i n 1912. 

C h a r l i e came i n the covered wagon b r i n g i n g a few head of 
horses to help i n the farming. Jennie and the c h i l d r e n came out 
on the o l d "Jersey" t r a i n . C h a r l i e brought the "show wagon3" 
a c i r c u s wagon bought f o r use as a cook shack, to p i c k them up' at 
B u r l i n g t o n . They moved onto a farm belonging to C h a r l i e ' s s i s t e r 
Nora F r a z i e r and her f a m i l y three miles south of the Republican 
R i v e r near the Yuma-Kit Carson County l i n e . This s i s t e r and 
f a m i l y l a t e r moved to Idaho, as d i d Isaac's [1865] f a m i l y . 

1 pp. 370 - 371 
2 His grave stone says 1883 but Louise Barnhart confirms 1882-

eds. 
3 " I r a G len Barnha r t " . [Obituary] 
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The Barnharts at Bonny 
Late i n 1919 C h a r l i e and Jennie bought the Bonny Store and 

Post O f f i c e from Ike Bonny, Sr., who was moving h i s f a m i l y to 
Idaho. His son Isaac [1886] and F l o a had already moved there. 
T h e i r neighbors, the Broadswords, a l s o moved to that area where 
h i s grandson Casey met L e l a Broadsword, and married her. A f t e r 
h i s death she married L y l e Bonny, Casey's brother, who had l o s t 
h i s w i f e . Apparently Idaho had some strong appeal t o these 
westward moving pioneers. 

Records of t h i s p e r i o d from the Bonny f a m i l y have been o f t e n 
d i f f i c u l t to l o c a t e . L u c k i l y we get a v i v i d account of the l i f e 
at the Bonny Post O f f i c e from the Barnharts. I r a Glen Barnhart 1 

was C h a r l i e ' s second son. He and A l i c e Barnhart Jacober, I r a ' s 
niec e , are the authors. 

On January 6, 192 0 C h a r l i e F. Barnhart was appointed 
Postmaster succeeding Isaac Bonny. The s t o r e and post o f f i c e 
occupied one room i n the four room house where the f a m i l y l i v e d . 
The m a i l came three times a week, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
As w i t h Isaac, one c a r r i e r took m a i l from B u r l i n g t o n t o Hale. 
The c a r r i e r from the Bonny Post O f f i c e would meet the Hale 
c a r r i e r at the o l d Broadsword School, which was 14 m i l e s north of 
B u r l i n g t o n on o l d Highway 51, now 3 85, at road KK. The m a i l 
would then be taken back to Bonny. The job of c a r r y i n g the mail 
to the Bonny Post O f f i c e from the school f o r C h a r l i e was f i r s t 
done by Mr. John Baughman2 and l a t e r by Mrs. D i l e Henderson. 
At the time the post o f f i c e was c l o s e d i n 1924 Mr. John Winfrey, 
A l i c e Mae's great-grandfather, was the c a r r i e r . I t i s not known 
who c a r r i e d the mail f o r Isaac Bonny. 

When the m a i l a r r i v e d at Bonny, C h a r l i e ' s f a m i l y would s o r t 
i t and put i t i n a cupboard w i t h s e v e r a l l i t t l e cubbyholes. 
Wilbur Dean wasn't too b i g when they l i v e d at Bonny, and he l i k e d 
t o have the m a i l c a r r i e r , John Winfrey, dump him i n t o the mailbag 
and pretend he was t a k i n g him along. 

The neighbors, who came f o r t h e i r mail by horse and buggy, 
wagon, or horseback, sometimes brought eggs to s e l l to Jennie, 
and u s u a l l y p i c k e d up a few g r o c e r i e s which C h a r l i e hauled from 
B u r l i n g t o n i n a lumber wagon. A l o t of the s u p p l i e s were bought 
by the b a r r e l . D ried f r u i t came i n 100 pound boxes. 

Jennie a l s o baked bread and cookies to s e l l . This was 
always a good chance f o r a v i s i t s i nce there weren't too many 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o do so i n t h i s r u r a l area 3. 

1 Barnhart, Louise. 8/12/1994 
2 i b i d 
3 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . pp. 370-371 
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Mail Recipients at Bonny 
I r a Barnhart prepared t h i s handwritten l i s t of people he 

remembered who had picked up t h e i r m a i l i n t h i s way at Bonny. I t 
was given t o L o r r a i n e V a i r , and then t o E s t i e C a r t e r of the Old 
Town Museum. The e d i t o r s r e c e i v e d i t i n August 1994. 

"Gorachy Armitager 
Sheets Cunningham 
Elmer Inman (Elmer) 1 

Mich Rice 
Benge Winfrey, (Hurley) or (John) 
Rathburn F r a z i e r 
Broadsword Henderson, Mrs. D i l e 
Maron Smith Parmer 
L y l e James Barnhart, Charley F.2 

Johnson Bonny 3 

Tieman Rogers (Leander) 
Bartman These are names of 
C l a r k ( E l l i s ? ) people who got m a i l at 
Straughn Bonny post o f f i c e 

(Signed) By I r a Barnhart" 

Louise added Hansen and Sperry as m a i l r e c i p i e n t s . L e l a 
Bonny remembers many others: the F r a z i e r s , a l l the Broadswords of 
course, The Rathburns, Elmer Inman, Walter C l a r k , and the 
Bensons. These l a s t three f a m i l i e s a l l moved on to Idaho 4. 
"Other e a r l y s e t t l e r s were the Straughns, Bensons, Rhoades, and 
the Winfreys, who were A l i c e Mae Barnhart's r e l a t i o n s . " 

*** 
"While C h a r l i e and Jennie l i v e d at Bonny, one c h i l d , a 

daughter, P e a r l Marie, was born December 1, 1921, so s i x of t h e i r 
seven c h i l d r e n l i v e d w i t h them while they operated the post 
o f f i c e . One daughter, P e a r l Marie, passed away March 14, 1935. 
Marveline was born a f t e r they l e f t Bonny. 

In the summer some of the c h i l d r e n s l e p t i n the covered 
wagon. They had such a problem w i t h mice and r a t s , as the r a t s 
had holes dug through the mop boards. C h a r l i e t o l d them he would 
give them a penny f o r each one they could catch, so they had 
t r a p s set everywhere t r y i n g to earn t h e i r penny "bounty." They 
a l s o had to be on the watch f o r snakes. One day a snake got i n t o 
the house and c u r l e d up around the legs of t h e i r heater. Esther 
jumped on the counter and s t a r t e d screaming. When her f a t h e r 
came i n , a l l she could say was, "Look at that t h i n g , " over and 

1 L o r r a i n V a i r ' s uncle 
2 I r a ' s s p e l l i n g of h i s f a t h e r s name here 
3 Louise Barnhart says t h i s Bonny i s Isaac [1865] C a r t e r 

1/5/1995 
4 Bonny, L e l a . [Letter] 3/24/1995 
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over. She d i d n ' t t h i n k i t was so funny at the time, but they a l l 
laughed about i t l a t e r . She was so scared that she had a t e r r i b l e 
time t r y i n g t o t e l l them where the snake was. 

"In 1919 t h e i r son, E v e r e t t , got h i s foot caught i n the s t i r r u p 
of h i s saddle. His horse ran, dragging Everett and breaking h i s l e g . 
Not having a l l the medical technology of today, i t took s e v e r a l men 
to h o l d E v e r e t t while the doctor p u l l e d to set h i s l e g . Then he had 
to have a bucket of sand hanging from h i s foot f o r q u i t e some time. 
There were a l s o a l o t of cactus s t i c k e r s to be p u l l e d out. 

"There was ground to farm here so C h a r l i e farmed i t as w e l l as 
that on h i s s i s t e r ' s farm, doing the work w i t h j u s t h i s horses. He 
r a i s e d mostly corn and b a r l e y , a few hogs and chickens. Corn s o l d 
f o r o n l y e i g h t cents a bushel i n 1923. Since i t wouldn't even pay to 
haul i t i n t o town to s e l l , they burned i t f o r f u e l i n s t e a d . When the 
r a b b i t s got so numerous and were e a t i n g up a l l the crops, they had to 
h o l d " r a b b i t d r i v e s . " They would d r i v e them from the east s i d e and 
from the west s i d e . The side g e t t i n g the l e a s t number of r a b b i t s had 
to f u r n i s h an o y s t e r supper f o r a l l who had p a r t i c i p a t e d . In these 
days of p l e n t y some consider the " r a b b i t d r i v e s " inhumane, but i n 
those times i t was a matter of s u r v i v a l . 

"They had t o haul the g r a i n to B u r l i n g t o n , about 22 m i l e s , and 
get t h e i r s u p p l i e s by lumber wagon. Besides farming, C h a r l i e a l s o 
went w i t h the t h r e s h i n g machine, h e l p i n g and t a k i n g care of the 
machine. 

" C h a r l i e had played on the county b a s e b a l l team i n Kansas, so he 
and h i s f a m i l y attended and played i n b a s e b a l l games whenever there 
was one i n progress. The Happy Hollow schoolhouse was about a mile 
and a h a l f from them, and they attended the community Sunday School 
which was h e l d there each Sunday. One Sunday there were 2 00 people 
there. They a l s o attended school programs, l i t e r a r y box suppers, and 
had p i c n i c s as p a r t of t h e i r s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . Since everyone 
u s u a l l y had to come to these events by team and wagon, they would 
heat a b i g rock and put i t i n the wagon to keep the c h i l d r e n from 
g e t t i n g too c o l d when the weather was no longer warm." 

Esther Rhoades and Louise Barnhart r e c a l l e d t h e i r entertainment 
i n Happy Hollow i n the 1930's. The young people would have p a r t i e s 
i n peoples homes and p l a y Skip to my Lou e t c . Ice cream at a 
neighbor's house was a Sunday t r a d i t i o n . Both remember a p i c n i c on 
the Republican R i v e r . Quite a long r i d e from Bonny i n a Model "T". 

Pla y s , music and " l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t i e s " were held at the Happy 
Hollow School. These " l i t e r a r y events" drew large crowds from a wide 
area. The school had grades one though ten. During the depression, 
WPA foods were p i c k e d up at the nearby Broadsword School. During 
WWII, r a t i o n e d foods were a l s o p i c k e d up there as were r a t i o n stamps. 

The church used by these f o l k s was the Happy Hollow School. 
Regular Sunday School was h e l d and o c c a s i o n a l l y a t r a v e l i n g m i n i s t e r 
would come by and preach f o r Church. 

The o f f i c i a l "Record of Appointments, 1832 [to] 
9/30/71"... f o l l o w s f o r K i t Carson County, Colorado 1. This Excerpt 
covers 1907-1929. 

1 "Record of Appointments, 1832 [to] 9/30/71" 
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At t h a t time C h a r l i e and h i s family s o l d Bonny and moved to 
a farm about three miles east of Hale. At Hale t h e i r 7th and 
youngest c h i l d , Marveline Frances, was born Nov. 5, 1924. A l l of 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n married a f t e r the Bonny Post O f f i c e was clos e d , 
and a l l l i v e d near Hale." 

* * * 

This Colorado State Highway Department map from 1924 was 
sent from the Denver P u b l i c L i b r a r y to the A c t i o n on the P l a i n s 
s t a f f . I t shows Bonny, Colorado as an e s t a b l i s h e d community the 
year C h a r l i e was c l o s i n g the Bonny f a c i l i t y . 



Louise Barnhart r e c a l l s that between 1924, when C h a r l i e ' s 
f a m i l y moved out of the s t o r e , and 192 8 when they returned, a 
f a m i l y named P i e r r a r d l i v e d there. Louise was not sure of the 
s p e l l i n g , but knew that one of the g i r l s was named Mary Ann E d i t h 
E v l y n i a . Her s i s t e r was named F r a n c i s . Velma remembers them. 

Anna, s i s t e r t o Ike's wife Laura, married V i c t o r P i e r r a r d i n 
Ash Rock. Velma has fond memories of cousins E d i t h and F r a n c i s . 
Anna and V i c ' s f a m i l y had l i v e d j u s t across the road from Velma's 
f a m i l y and before Jacob remarried, bathed and helped care f o r the 
young g i r l s . A f t e r the P i e r r a r d s l e f t Ash rock, Louis farmed 
t h e i r land. Velma r e c a l l s V i c ' s long heavy beard, and "chubby" 
l i t t l e Anna. "They were wonderful r e l a t i v e s , " she remembers. 
The P i e r r a r d s probably d i d not buy Ike's o l d house, but l i v e d and 
farmed there u n t i l C h a r l i e and Jennie returned to Bonny. 

In the s p r i n g of 1928 C h a r l i e s t a r t e d working on the home 
again, cementing the outside w a l l s . Perhaps that was when the 
b r i c k chimney replaced the metal stove pipe. I t was done before 
they moved back from Hale i n 1929 1. 

In 1928 C h a r l i e and Jennie got back 2 the o l d Bonny farm and 
moved i n . There was no longer a s t o r e i n business then. They 
were l i v i n g there when C h a r l i e met h i s death i n 1930. He was 
h e l p i n g w i t h the harvest at the farm of Oscar Anderson. He and 
some f e l l o w workers had j u s t f i n i s h e d a job of t h r e s h i n g and the 
b e l t had been removed from the thresher but was s t i l l on the 
d r i v e s h a f t of the t r a c t o r , which was running. I t was thought 
that i n moving about the machinery C h a r l i e came too near the b e l t 
which at that i n s t a n t became entangled i n the moving s h a f t of the 
t r a c t o r . No one saw the accident and none of the other men were 
able t o say j u s t how i t occurred, but C h a r l i e was thrown q u i t e a 
d i s t a n c e and r e c e i v e d a bad cut across the abdomen and an i n j u r y 
to h i s head. This head i n j u r y apparently caused h i s death a 
short time l a t e r while they were attempting to t r a n s p o r t him to 
the h o s p i t a l at St. F r a n c i s . He passed away on October 26, 193 0 
at St. F r a n c i s , Kansas, and i s b u r i e d i n F a i r v i e w Cemetery i n 
B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado. 

"Jennie and her c h i l d r e n continued to farm. In 1932 she 
married Mr. Alexander D i l e Henderson, a widower whose w i f e N e l l i e 
had c a r r i e d the m a i l f o r C h a r l i e . They moved to the Bonny place 
i n 1940. A f t e r D i l e ' s death i n 1943, Jennie l i v e d w i t h her 
youngest daughter, Marveline, and her f a m i l y u n t i l her own death 
on January 15, 1972. She i s b u r i e d i n F a i r v i e w Cemetery next t o 
C h a r l i e and P e a r l 3 . 

As f o r C h a r l i e and Jennie's c h i l d r e n , E v e r e t t Lee married 
V i v i a n Agan, of Atwood, Kansas on May 16, 1928. They had seven 

1 Barnhart, Louise 1/15/1995 
2 The a c t u a l s a l e and repurchase are u n c e r t a i n . 
3 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . P. 370-371 
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c h i l d r e n , three g i r l s and four boys. Everett d i e d on June 26, 
1972 and V i v i a n on October 29, 1991. Florence Esther married 
Harley Lemuel Rhoades on December 14, 1927. Harley d i e d January 
22, 1988. They had one boy and one g i r l . I r a Glen, a co-author 
of t h i s s e c t i o n , married Louise M i l d r e d Smith on January 14, 
1933. They had three g i r l s and then three boys. The boys were 
a l l born at Bonny. I r a d i e d September 11, 1992. Leonard Nelson 
married l v a Mae Winfrey on January 27, 1933. They had four 
g i r l s , the e l d e s t of whom i s A l i c e , a l s o a co-author. He died 
October 29, 1980. Wilbur Dean married E l i z a b e t h Jane Levine of 
S a l i n a , Kansas on January 21, 1937. They had two g i r l s and a 
boy. Wilbur d i e d on August 2, and Jane on October 2, both i n 
1986. P e a r l Marie d i e d on March 14, 1935 at the age of 13. 
Marveline Frances married Warren Cash F e t t e r s of B u r l i n g t o n , 
Colorado on September 9, 1945. He d i e d A p r i l 13, 1993. They had 
two g i r l s . Marveline i s C h a r l i e and Jennie's baby. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y we missed her by a few minutes when we v i s i t e d w i t h 
Louise and Esther. Marveline and Esther had prepared notes and 
important dates f o r us and helped A l i c e Jacober w i t h Bonny 
s t o r i e s . 

Jennie and C o l l i e Teel were s i b l i n g s as were C h a r l i e and 
Grace Barnhart. The two p a i r s of brothers and s i s t e r s married as 
d i d Velma's dad Jake and her Uncle Ike, whose wives were s i s t e r s . 
The Teels had moved to the Bonny area i n 1918. They then l i v e d 
about two miles west of the post o f f i c e . Mr. Benjamin Cholmore 
" C o l l i e " Teel and Mrs Grace Barnhart Teel l i v e d i n the Bonny home 
i n 1933 and 1934. A l i c e Jacober and I r a Barnhart 

The F a i r v i e w Cemetery i s j u s t north of the B u r l i n g t o n 
f a i r g r o u n d s and carousel area. Harley Rhoades and C h a r l i e , 
Jennie, and P e a r l Marie's graves are q u i t e near the north end of 
the cemetery toward the middle. A r a t h e r l a r g e t r i a n g l e shaped 
stone i s v i s i b l e . These f a m i l y graves are j u s t to the east from 
t h i s stone. The Rhoades and Barnhart graves are a l l very c l o s e 
together. Louise Barnhart helped us l o c a t e them. 

The e d i t o r s v i s i t e d Louise i n June of 1994. She t o l d us she 
and I r a had moved to Bonny i n 1942 a f t e r I r a ' s mother and 
s t e p f a t h e r , D i l e Henderson, moved i n t o town due to D i l e ' s h e a l t h . 
I r a and Louise had three g i r l s then. Their three boys were a l l 
born at Bonny before they moved to B u r l i n g t o n i n 1964. I r a and 
Louise's f a m i l y were the l a s t r e s i d e n t s of the Bonny b u i l d i n g . 

J e r r y Brenner bought the property that year. Danyel L. 
Brenner wrote us t h a t , "The amount p a i d to I r a and Louise i n 
1964 f o r the Bonny land was $40,000 f o r 800 acres, which came to 
$50.00 per acre. The Brenner home place had once been the D i l e 
Henderson home1. 

1 Brenner, Danyel. [Letter] 
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The K i t Carson County A b s t r a c t Company of B u r l i n g t o n showed 
us i n f o r m a t i o n on the Isaac Bonny [1865] and C h a r l i e Barnhart 
ownership of the sto r e b u i l d i n g and land. The only amount of 
money i n d i c a t e d was Isaac's [1865] $1000.00 loan from a Mrs. Emma 
B. Ketchum, apparently of B u r l i n g t o n . 

We a l s o learned from the a b s t r a c t company and the court 
house s t a f f t h a t Isaac [1865] Bonny was the r e c i p i e n t of the 
o r i g i n a l homestead patent from President Woodrow Wilson, dated 
December 6, 1917, two years l a t e r than h i s appointment as 
postmaster and f i v e years a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l i n Colorado. This 
disagrees w i t h the statement i n K i t C a r s o n . . . I t s C a t t l e m e n . . . 
that the s i t e may have been an e a r l i e r E l l i s C l a r k s t o r e . Louise 
Smith Barnhart knew E l l i s C l a r k and confirmed that h i s s t o r e and 
post o f f i c e were not connected i n any way w i t h the Bonny venture, 
as d i d L e l a Broadsword Bonny. 

According t o L e l a Bonny, t h i s E l l i s C l a r k and h i s bro t h e r 
Walter moved t h e i r f a m i l y to Sandpoint, Idaho, duri n g the dust 
bowl days 1. 

Neighbors 
The Rhoades 

L o l a Winfrey Rhoades sent us a d e s c r i p t i o n of her home as a 
c h i l d , and her neighbors. Her l e t t e r i s e x a c t l y as she wrote i t 
except f o r some minor d e l e t i o n s of repeated i n f o r m a t i o n . 

"Dear Velma & Andy: 
I r e c e i v e d your l e t t e r asking f o r i n f o r m a t i o n about the 

Bonny Post O f f i c e and the Broadsword s c h o o l . I'm a f r a i d I can't 
help much. About a l l I know i s where the schoolhouse was 
l o c a t e d . 

"My f a m i l y l i v e d j u s t a h a l f mile from the Yuma County l i n e 
and we went t o school i n Yuma, Colorado near where the Bonnie dam 
i s now. We went to Sunday school at Happy Hollow schoolhouse and 
f e l t we were more a part of the Happy Hollow community. The 
Bonnie (sic) Post O f f i c e was only about two miles from t h i s 
schoolhouse... 

"Our K i t Carson h i s t o r y book does say that Bonny Post O f f i c e 
c l o s e d i n 1924, so I was only f o u r years o l d and t h e r e f o r e don't 
remember anything except f o r j u s t hearing my parents t a l k about 
i t . 

"In the book, I a l s o found an a r t i c l e on the Broadsword 
f a m i l y , w r i t t e n by M a r i l y n Kroeger. In reading that I learn e d 
that M a r i l y n ' s grandma, Mary (Mrs. Lou Kroeger), was a 
Broadsword. I c a l l e d M a r i l y n ' s dad, C a r l Kroeger, and he s a i d 
they had sent you what i n f o r m a t i o n they had, so I d i d n ' t score 
very good there. 

"I can remember an E a r l Broadsword and h i s w i f e Leo (I t h i n k 
her maiden name was Rathburn). They were c l o s e neighbors t o my 

1 Bonny, L e l a . 12/15/1994 
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f o l k s . Seems to me they had three c h i l d r e n at the time and I 
b e l i e v e they were Teresa, K e i t h , and I can't r e c a l l the other. 

"Wish I could be of more help as I f e e l a l l t h i s h i s t o r y i s 
very important. My o l d e s t brother d i d so much d i g g i n g i n t o o l d 
records and wrote a book on the Winfrey f a m i l y . J u s t f i n i s h e d i t 
s h o r t l y before he d i e d suddenly of a heart attack. I t i s r e a l l y 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o read about our ancestors and the t r i a l s they went 
through. 

"As f a r as I know the Bonny b u i l d i n g i s s t i l l there. J e r r y 
Brenner owns the property. 

"Wish I could be of more help. I have a s i s t e r - i n - l a w , 
H a l l i e (Miser) Winfrey, who went a l l through grade school at the 
Broadsword School. She l i v e s i n Washington s t a t e , so I'm sending 
your l e t t e r on to her and i t ' s p o s s i b l e she might be of some 
help. Yes, i f you are i n our town, we would love t o v i s i t w i t h 
you. 

S i n c e r e l y , L o l a Rhoades, 259 W. Cherry St." 

L o l a was married to Reuben, A brother to Harley Rhoades, who 
was Esther Barnhart's husband. L o l a and Reuben 1 l i v e d near 
Happy Hollow, which i s VA mile west and VA miles south of the 
Bonny s t o r e . She grew up north of Happy Hollow and attended Yuma 
Schools. L o l a ' s s i s t e r married Leonard Barnhart, C h a r l i e and 
Jennie's f o u r t h c h i l d 2 . 

The Kroegers 
D o r i s Kroeger wrote Velma a n i c e l e t t e r about her husband's 

acquaintance w i t h the Barnharts and the Bonny s t o r e . He i s 
r e l a t e d t o L e l a Bonny through the Broadswords. Isaac [1886] i s 
her f a t h e r - in-law. 

"Dear Velma: 
" C a r l , my husband, l i v e d at one time near the Bonny Store 

and went there w i t h h i s parents. He probably has l i t t l e more 
knowledge than you have but we are t r y i n g to f i n d some. There i s 
a f e l l o w - " I r a Barnhart" who l i v e s here i n B u r l i n g t o n who might 
be a good contact. I r a ' s Dad, Charley Barnhart 3, bought the 
s t o r e so C a r l f e e l s he might be able to t e l l some t h i n g s . C a r l 
d i d know Charley and would v i s i t . D o r i s . " 

Happy Hollow Neighbors 
"The K i t Carson County h i s t o r y l i s t s other Happy Hollow 

r e s i d e n t s , some of whom p l a y very prominent r o l e s i n the Bonny 
post o f f i c e h i s t o r y . D i l e and Jennie l i v e d there. D i l e ' s f i r s t 

1 L o l a and her husband are discussed i n H i s t o r y o f K i t 
Carson... on pages 679-680. 

2 A l i c e Jacober's f a t h e r 
3 Note her s p e l l i n g . 
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w i f e , N e l l i e , had pi c k e d up the Bonny m a i l at the Broadsword 
School f o r a time. 

"West of Happy Hollow was Mr. Charles (Dad) Parmer and h i s 
wife "Aunt Mary,» parents of Frank Parmer and N e l l i e Henderson. 
A f t e r "Dad" Parmer's death, Aunt Mary's son, B i l l Nye, and h i s 
two sons, J u n i o r and Stanley, came to l i v e w i t h her. F a r t h e r 
west along the same road, l i v e d Mr. and Mrs. Leander Rogers and 
E l s i e and Charley J r . (nephew of the C h a r l i e Rogers who l i v e d 
southwest). S t i l l f a r t h e r west along that road l i v e d Walter and 
Helen (Miser) C l a r k 1 " 

The C l a r k s had a l i t t l e s t o r e and post o f f i c e c a l l e d M o r r i s . 
I t was a l s o c a l l e d the "Cottage House." Had i t continued i n 
business, Isaac would probably not have had a Bonny Post O f f i c e . 
The C l a r k s were neighbors and f r i e n d s of both the Bonnys and the 
Barnharts. "Morris" can be seen on the "Post Route" map, the 
"Whistle Stops" r a i l r o a d map, and on the "Winfrey Homesteads" 
map. I t s l o c a t i o n v a r i e s on each. The S tandard A t l a s o f K i t 
Carson County, C o l o r a d o . . . Shows E l l i s L. Cla r k and James A. 
Mor r i s as property owners i n Sections e i g h t and nine i n 1922. 
James M o r r i s s t a r t e d the post o f f i c e i n 1907. E l l i s C l a r k became 
postmaster i n 1910 u n t i l the o f f i c e c l o s e d i n 1914, about 15 
months before Isaac became postmaster at Bonny i n s e c t i o n 11, 
s t r a i g h t east a few mi l e s . The e d i t o r s b e l i e v e the Winfrey map 
i s most accurate of these three. I t shows the Mo r r i s Post O f f i c e 
i n the southeast corner of s e c t i o n 9, west of Bonny a m i l e or 
two. 

* * * 

The Morris "Cottage House" Post Office 
North of Walter and Helen a l i t t l e d i s t a n c e were E l l i s and 

Amy (Smith) C l a r k , who ran a stor e and post o f f i c e c a l l e d M o r r i s , 
Colorado. The C l a r k c h i l d r e n were: V e r l , Ada, L u c i l l e , L o l a , 
Bessie, E t h e l , and Robert. K i t Carson County and i t s Cat t lemen 
i n d i c a t e d that Isaac Bonny [1865] took over the s i t e of E l l i s 
C l a r k ' s s t o r e . A b s t r a c t s and post o f f i c e data make i t c o n v i n c i n g 
that the M o r r i s establishment c l o s e d before Ike became postmaster 
at Bonny, which i s near, but a few mil e s from, M o r r i s . Bonny 
was i n a separate place and became a post o f f i c e at a l a t e r time. 
The M o r r i s Post O f f i c e i s seen on some maps from the era. 

According t o Mr. Bauer the o f f i c i a l post o f f i c e d e s c r i p t i o n 
of M o r r i s s t a t e d : 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t C a r s o n . . . p. 3 07 
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AUG. 31, 1973 
05063125000 
MORRIS 0X000 00 0 

COUNTY=KIT CARSON 
**ESTABLISHED** **DISCONTINUED** 
MAR. 18, 1907 MAR. 15, 1914 1 

MAIL TO HERMES 
**POSTMASTER (OR CLERK)** 

**DATE APPOINTED** 
MAR 18, 1907 MORRIS, JAMES A 
DEC 13, 1910 CLARK, ELLIS L 

*** 
Mr. Bauer's personal notes 2 revealed t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n and 

h i s sources: 
"Rural Post O f f i c e - was Located about s i x t e e n miles 

northeast of B u r l i n g t o n . Morris was a l s o c a l l e d "Cottage 
House. 1,3 

"Cottage House - Rural P.O. about 16 miles northeast of 
B u r l i n g t o n , 1907-1914." 4 

The source and meaning of t h i s term have not been 
i d e n t i f i e d . Perhaps i t was j u s t a name chosen f o r the business. 

*** 

I t seems l i k e l y , w i t h t h i s i nformation, that i n 1912 Isaac 
[1865] came to homestead at Bonny near h i s son Isaac's [1886] 
p l a c e . He then a p p l i e d f o r the p o s i t i o n of postmaster f o r Bonny, 
Colorado when Morris was c l o s i n g . He r e c e i v e d h i s appointment i n 
1915 but may have had the Bonny "store" already. Determining 
the f a c t s now i n 1995 may be impossible. 

"Further north l i v e d D i l e and N e l l i e Henderson, w i t h t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n Bessie (Morrow), L e l a (Shumate), and Faye ( M i l f o r d ) , and 
Neva (Miser). L a t e r , a f t e r the f a m i l y was grown and N e l l i e 
passed away, D i l e married Jennie Barnhart, a near neighbor. 

"Northeast of Happy Hollow were C h a r l i e and Jennie Barnhart 
w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n : E v e r e t t , I r a , Esther (Rhoades), Leonard, 
Wilbur Dean, P e a r l , and Marveline F e t t e r s . C h a r l i e was k i l l e d i n 
a t h r e s h i n g machine accident, and h i s f u n e r a l was held i n the 
Happy Hollow School. P e a r l d i e d at the age of 13 w i t h cancer, 
the f i r s t known cancer v i c t i m of t h i s community. 

"South of Barnhart's place was the f a m i l y of Elmer Hoar, 
whose son George attended the Happy Hollow School f o r a year or 
two. When the Hoar f a m i l y moved away. E a r l and C l a r a Smith 
moved there w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n : Clarence, V e r l i n , and L e l a . 
E a r l and Nancy Houghton and c h i l d r e n , H a l l i e , Marie, and Ivan 
a l s o l i v e d there. Farther east and north was the homestead of 

1 One year before Isaac Bonny was appointed postmaster at 
Bonny. 

2 Bauer. [Personal Notes] January 28, 1995 
3 A guide to P l a c e s on... p. 184 
4 Bauer. A t l a s o f Colorado Ghost... p. 1 
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Estes and E l i z a b e t h Straughn and f a m i l y : B u r r e l , Warren, Robert, 
E s t e l (Quick), Mae (Morrow), M i l d r e d and Margaret. A f t e r the 
Straughns moved i n t o B u r l i n g t o n , Bert and J o s i e Smith and 
c h i l d r e n , Louise, (Barnhart) Cora (Al b e r t s o n ) , S y l v i a (Weaver) 
and R.B. L i v e d here 1." 

O b i t u a r i e s of C h a r l i e and Jennie 
Charlie's obituary follows the news of his fatal accident on 

October 25, 1930, as described in the St. Francis Herald. 
"A deplorable and unexplainable accident occurred at the 

Rueben ( I r a Barnhart was sure i t was Oscar) Anderson farm j u s t 
over the l i n e i n t o Colorado at the southwest corner of Cheyenne 
County l a s t Saturday, which caused the death of Charles F. 
Barnhart, a farmer l i v i n g i n that community. Mr. Barnhart was 
a s s i s t i n g w i t h t h r e s h i n g on the Anderson farm and was caught i n 
the t h r e s h e r b e l t . There seemed to be no eye witnesses as t o how 
he became entangled i n the b i g power b e l t from the engine t o the 
thresher but other l a b o r e r s s t a t e that the f i r s t they saw he was 
i n the b e l t and was being c a r r i e d around the b e l t p u l l e y on 
e i t h e r the thresher or the engine. He was taken around the 
p u l l e y and then thrown onto the ground. 

"The accident happened about mid afternoon and he l i v e d 
u n t i l a f t e r midnight that n i g h t . His e n t i r e body was b r u i s e d but 
the i n t e r n a l i n j u r i e s were such that h i s death was apparent as 
soon as the examination was made by the p h y s i c i a n . The p e l v i s 
bone was s h a t t e r e d and there were numerous other i n t e r n a l 
i n j u r i e s . 

"Mr. Barnhart would have been f o r t y - e i g h t years of age on 
the 26th of next month.. .2" 

"Charles Barnhart F a t a l l y I njured" 
"Charles Barnhart, r e s i d i n g south of Hale was f a t a l l y 

i n j u r e d by a t h r e s h i n g machine l a s t Saturday afternoon and d i e d 
Sunday wh i l e being taken to the h o s p i t a l at St. F r a n c i s , Kans. 
Charles F. Barnhart was born at Humbolt, Nebr., on November 26, 
1882 and passed away October 26, 1930 at the age of 47 years and 
11 months. At the age of one year h i s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 
F. Barnhart moved to Reynolds, Nebr., where they l i v e d u n t i l 1891 
when they moved t o t h e i r homestead, eleven miles west of Hoxie, 
Kansas. Charles was the o l d e s t c h i l d i n a f a m i l y of seven boys 
and f i v e g i r l s , a l l l i v i n g except one s i s t e r A l i c e , who d i e d i n 
inf a n c y . 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . p. 307 
2 "Farmer K i l l e d by Power B e l t " . St. F r a n c i s [Kansas] H e r a l d . 

October 30, 1930 

Page 93 



"He was married to Jennie Teel on May 31, 1905. To t h i s 
union seven c h i l d r e n were born, a l l of whom are now l i v i n g 
(1930) 

" A f t e r Charles and Jennie were married they l i v e d on a farm 
near Menlo, Kansas, where f i v e of t h e i r c h i l d r e n were born. In 
the f a l l of 1918, they moved to a farm near B u r l i n g t o n , Colo., 
where they l i v e d f i v e years, then moved to a farm near Hale, 
where they l i v e d u n t i l two years ago l a s t February, when they 
moved to t h e i r own farm, where they l i v e d at the time of h i s 
death. 

"He leaves to mourn h i s departure, h i s wife and seven 
c h i l d r e n : E v e r e t t , Esther Rhoades, I r a , Leonard, Wilbur Dean, 
P e a r l and Marveline. A l s o one l i t t l e grand-daughter Irene; s i x 
brothers and four s i s t e r s , M y r t l e Van V l e e t , Danbury, Nebr., 
James, of Yakima, Wash., Grace T e e l 1 of Vona, Colo.; Nora 
Frazier,, of Samuels, Idaho; l v a Turner of Menlo, Kans.; Earnest 
of O b e r l i n , Kans.; LeRoy of Wesan, Kans.; O r v i l l e and Urbie of 
Menlo, Kans.; C a r l of O b e r l i n , Kans. He a l s o had two h a l f - s i s t e r s 
and one h a l f - b r o t h e r , by h i s f a t h e r ' s f i r s t marriage, Mrs. M o l l i e 
Barnes, and Mrs. B e l l e Brooks, both of O b e r l i n , Kans.; and 
R u s s e l l of Norcatur, Kansas, besides a host of sorrowing 
r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s . 

"By the f r i e n d s and neighbors of Mr. Barnhart: 
Mr. Barnhart and f a m i l y l i v e d i n t h i s neighborhood f o r 

twelve years. He has l i v e d a s t r a i g h t , upright and honorable 
l i f e . We cannot express how much he w i l l be missed by h i s many 
f r i e n d s and neighbors. 

"While i t was a great shock to us to have him pass out from 
us i n t h i s manner, we know that God moves i n a mysterious way, 
h i s wonders t o perform. And i t i s our honest b e l i e f that he has 
gone t o that home which Jesus went to prepare f o r a l l who w i l l 
b e l i e v e i n him. And i t i s our earnest prayer, that they who are 
l e f t t o mourn h i s death, may so l i v e that where we b e l i e v e him to 
be, they may, each one, some day be a l s o . 

"Funeral s e r v i c e s were held at Happy H i l l ( s i c - I t was Happy 
Hollow) school house Wednesday afternoon, conducted by Rev. H.C. 
A l l e y of the Methodist Church of B u r l i n g t o n 2 . " 

"Obituary of Sarah Jane 'Jennie' Teel Barnhart Henderson" 
Jennie Henderson was born at M c F a l l , M i s s o u r i , t o John and 

Sarah Teel on May 6, 1885. She departed t h i s l i f e Jan. 15 (1972 
eds.) at the age of 86 years, eight months and nine days. She 
had been i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h f o r s e v e r a l years and had spent the 
l a s t two months i n the Cherrelyn Nursing Home i n L i t t l e t o n . 

"At the age of four years she moved wi t h her parents to 
western Kansas where she grew to womanhood. She was married t o 

2 
Some s p e l l i n g s and punctuation are c o r r e c t e d here 
"Charles Barnhart F a t a l l y Injured". 
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C h a r l i e Barnhart on May 31, 1905, at Hoxie, Kan. To t h i s union 
were born seven c h i l d r e n . 

"The Barnharts s t a r t e d t h e i r married l i f e near Menlo, and 
l a t e r moved t o a farm northeast of B u r l i n g t o n i n 1918. For 
s e v e r a l years i n part of t h e i r house they operated a small s t o r e 
and the Bonny Post O f f i c e u n t i l the r u r a l route p o s t a l s e r v i c e 
e l i m i n a t e d the need f o r the post o f f i c e . 

"She was preceded i n death by her husband, C h a r l i e and one 
daughter, P e a r l . She then was married to D i l e Henderson of 
B u r l i n g t o n who preceded her i n death i n 1943. 

"Since then she has made her home w i t h her daughter, 
Marveline and f a m i l y i n L i t t l e t o n . 

"Jennie i s su r v i v e d by s i x of her c h i l d r e n , E v e r e t t Barnhart 
of Atwood, Kan., Esther Rhoades and I r a Barnhart of B u r l i n g t o n , 
Leonard and Dean Barnhart of Denver, Marveline F e t t e r s of 
L i t t l e t o n and 24 grandchildren, 52 great g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; one 
s i s t e r , Rose Dragoo of Kingsley, Iowa; two brothers, C o l l i e Teel 
of Lakewood and Henry Teel of Albuquerque, N.M., and a host of 
other r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s . 

"Funeral s e r v i c e s were held Tuesday, Jan. 18, (1972) at 1:30 
p.m. at the Hendricks Chapel i n B u r l i n g t o n w i t h E v a n g e l i s t Ben F. 
Parmer o f f i c i a t i n g . 

"Song s e l e c t i o n s , "I Won't Have To Cross Jordan Alone" and 
"Meet Me There," were sung by Nelda and Bob Hendricks, 
accompanied at the organ by Merna C a r l i n . 

"Casket bearers were her grandsons. Interment was made i n 
Fa i r v i e w Cemetery, B u r l i n g t o n 1 . " 

1 "Obituary of Jennie Henderson" (nee Teel Barnhart,) appeared 
i n the B u r l i n g t o n Record on January 20, 1972. 
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Hale, Yuma County, Colorado 
Hale 1 was mentioned by Isaac [1865] as the nearest post o f f i c e 

i n h i s Bonny a p p l i c a t i o n . C h a r l i e and Jennie l i v e d f o r a time at 
Hale on a ranch which i s now under Bonny Dam. Their youngest c h i l d , 
Marveline, was born there. I r a Barnhart's wife's parents ran t h i s 
s t o r e and post o f f i c e before 1945. A quote from A c t i o n on the P l a i n s 
t e l l s much about these post o f f i c e s on the eastern p l a i n s of Colorado 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y about Hale. 

"In 1906 a s t a t e business d i r e c t o r y shows Hale w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n 
of twenty. There was a stage from B u r l i n g t o n . There were nine 
l i s t i n g s , i n c l u d i n g H.F. Taylor as postmaster. Another l i s t i n g was 
G.C. Godsey, general merchandise and postmaster. The f i l e shows the 
Rogers place Sec. 14, Tp 5 S, R 43 W, on the South Fork of the 
Republican R i v e r below Bonny Res e r v o i r on a d i r t graded road. Hale 
was t h i r t y - e i g h t m iles south of Wray. Kanorado, Kansas, was the 
nearest r a i l r o a d and bank. 

"An i n t e r v i e w between B. B. Guthrie and W i l l i a m H. Yale, January 
3, 1934 revealed, "Father got a contract to c a r r y the m a i l and d i d 
t h i s f o r the f i r s t three years f o r $300 per year. The route was from 
Jacqua, Kansas, to F r i e n d , Colorado. In 1889 a post o f f i c e was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n our home, and the Yale Post O f f i c e was on the route 
from B u r l i n g t o n to Goff, then to Landsman and Yale, a d i s t a n c e of 
f i f t y - t w o m i l e s . Father made three t r i p s a week, u s i n g a horse and 
buggy. He c a r r i e d the mail f o r eleven years. 

"A 1917 d i r e c t o r y shows Hale as a country post o f f i c e f o r t y -
f i v e m i l e s southwest of Wray. There were no business l i s t i n g s . 
E l i z a b e t h Young was postmaster. Hale was on the south Fork of the 
Republican R i v e r . Landsman Creek was a right-hand t r i b u t a r y of the 
South Fork. There was a l s o a Landsman H i l l . 

"The f o l l o w i n g data was taken from a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by Fred 
C r i t e s i n 1969: "Dick Taylor ran the s t o r e and post o f f i c e i n 1903. 
We went to Hale w i t h a horse and buggy and had to f o r d the r i v e r . A 
bridge was b u i l t i n 1905 or 1906. We l i k e d to go to Hale s t o r e 
because Mr. Taylor always gave us a sack of candy when we bought 
g r o c e r i e s . Mr. Taylor s o l d the s t o r e i n 1908 to the W e s t f a l l 
brothers and Roe, a brother-in-law. He stayed awhile but went to 
Wray, Colorado. Floyd W e s t f a l l q u i t the s t o r e and moved to O b e r l i n , 
Kansas. George stayed u n t i l he s o l d the s t o r e to a Mr. Baker about 
1911. His son-in-law, Mr. Day, helped him i n the s t o r e . In the 
s p r i n g of 1913 the s t o r e was s o l d to Glen Wooley and A. Winn from 
Kanorado, Kansas. Wooley bought Mr. Winn's share and hauled h i s 
s u p p l i e s from Kanorado. He used a mule team and l a t e r a Ford t r u c k . 
He hauled g a s o l i n e and o i l a l s o . He o f t e n used a four-mule team. He 
a l s o hauled gas and o i l t o I d a l i a . I remember that Joe D o l i n g 
brought a l o a d of s h e l l e d corn to I d a l i a . I met him there and bought 
the corn f o r e i g h t cents a bushel. Glen Wooley continued the s t o r e 
u n t i l 193 8 and then s o l d i t to Thayne Johnson, who ran the s t o r e and 
post o f f i c e u n t i l 1943. Bent ( s i c , i t was "Bert", P h i l b e r t Abner 

1 See Hale c a n c e l l a t i o n of 1897, page 95, from Mr. Engert 
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Smith), and h i s wife " J o s i e " (Martha Josephine T a y l o r Smith) were 
the next owners u n t i l 1945 1. They moved to Hale i n the s p r i n g 
of 1943. A f t e r two years Smith s o l d t o Buel Mash. Martha was 
postmaster from 1942 u n t i l 1946. 

"The next owner came when Bonny Dam was being b u i l t . There 
were s e v e r a l t r a i l e r houses moved i n t o the area. Kreoger owned 
the s t o r e at that time, but one of the men who worked on the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n crew took over. He s o l d i t to Van Meter. He ran 
the s t o r e and post o f f i c e . Clark Rolo 2 had put up a l i t t l e 
b u i l d i n g and- ran a stor e f o r awhile. He bought out Van Meter. 
Mr. T a y l o r l i v e d i n a part of the st o r e at the time he was i n ' 
Hale. H. W. C r i t e s b u i l t the b u i l d i n g that was used u n t i l 1919. 
Mr. Wooley b u i l t a new b u i l d i n g , and i t i s the one now i n use. 

E s t i e C a r t e r t o l d us the f i r s t postmaster i n Hale was Alonzo 
P. Rockwell 3. She added that the l a s t postmaster was C l a r k 
Rolow (see Rolo, above) w i t h whom she spoke. He s a i d the post 
o f f i c e o f f i c i a l l y c l o s e d i n October 1983 4. According t o C l a r k 
Rolow's w i f e , the b u i l d i n g burned on September 9, 198 9s. 

The f i r s t m a i l route was from Hale to Newton to Hermes. Dan 
and K i t t y M a n s f i e l d drove t h i s route w i t h a team and made the 
round t r i p i n one day. They had twenty-three gates t o open and 
c l o s e . The m a i l came from B u r l i n g t o n t o Hermis. About 1910 a 
s t a r route was formed from Hale t o Armel to Wray. Jasper T a y l o r 
and h i s brother Bennett drove t h i s route f o r four years. They 
hauled f r e i g h t and passengers. Chas. Busby was the next c a r r i e r . 
He used a team and l a t e r bought a Ford 6. " 

According t o Louise's f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s , her parents bought 
the Hale Post O f f i c e , general s t o r e and creamery i n 1942. Martha 
made and s o l d sandwiches and coffee t o the men on the r a b b i t 
d r i v e s who di d n ' t c a r r y lunches. Martha ran the post o f f i c e as 
w e l l as the s t o r e . They s o l d t h e i r farm and business i n 1945 and 
moved t o a farm known as "Old Town" four m i l e s south of Hale. I t 
was a "store and a barber shop." Martha continued at the post 
o f f i c e " s c h o o l i n g " the person who was l e a r n i n g to run i t . In 
1948 they bought the K i t Carson Motel i n B u r l i n g t o n . I t i s of 

1 Louise Smith Barnhart's parents 
2 Rolo is an error. Estie talked with him about Hale. His 

name is Rolow. See Eastern Colo. Regional ... Directory. 
3 C a r t e r , E s t i e 1/20/1995 
4 i b i d In 1995 he l i v e s at 3 722 county road LL.5, Hale, CO. 
5 C a r t e r , E s t i e . [Letter] 2/7/1995 
6 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e pp. 129-130 
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i n t e r e s t that the Barnharts had so many r e l a t i o n s i n Hale. The 
c l a n even i n c l u d e d one " E l l a Bonny". 1 

The f o l l o w i n g U. S. P o s t a l s e r v i c e records f o r Hale, 
Colorado, were sent to us by Mr. Bauer. 

* * * 

"Hale Post O f f i c e 
J u l 27, 1973 
05125075000 
Hale OXOOOXOX 
County = Yuma 

E s t a b l i s h e d Discontinued 
May 17, 1890 Feb. 16, 1894 
Papers to Newton 

Changes i n County J u r i s d i c t i o n . In Arapahoe County P r i o r to Apr. 
15, 1901. In Adams County P r i o r to (Boundary or s i t e change). 

* * * 
"Postmaster (or c l e r k ) 
Date Appointed 
May 17, 1890 Rockwell, Alonzo 
Oct 30, 1900 Taylor, Samuel 
Apr 21, 1909 Roe (?), L u l a 

(Successor appointed on November 18,19092) 
Nov 18, 1909 W e s t f a l l , George D. 
Mar 29, 1912 Baker, Almond H. 
J u l 25, 1913 Worley, Glenn E. 

"Est 1887 - The f i r s t s t o r e - and post o f f i c e - was operated 
by a Richa r d T a y l o r 3 , a C i v i l War veteran. I t i s b e l i e v e d he 
named i t f o r one of h i s heroes, Nathan Hale, e a r l y American 
p a t r i o t . R u r a l Post O f f i c e - i s l o c a t e d about eleven miles 
southeast of I d a l i a . Hale began as a way-stop on the wagon road 
from Jaqua, Kansas to T u t t l e , Colorado 4. Est. 1887 s. Named f o r 
American P a t r i o t Nathan Hale. Began as a wagon road way stop on 
route t o T u t t l e , i n K i t Carson County. About 11 miles southeast 
of I d a l i a . PO i n 1905 s. 

"The route was from Jacqua 7 ( s i c Jaqua), Kansas t o Friend, 
Colorado. In 1889 a post o f f i c e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n our home, and 

1 The T a y l o r Bennett F a m i l y , pp. 29, 65, 78 Richard Taylor 
Sr. had a daughter by h i s f i r s t w i f e named E l l a Bonny, address and 
age unknown. She re c e i v e d a " c h i l d ' s share" of h i s e s t a t e . 

2 N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s . 2/6/1974 
3 A Barnhart/Winfrey r e l a t i v e 
4 Colorado Place Names 
5 A Guide to P l a c e s . . . p.358 
6 Bauer. "Personal Notes" 7/10/1973 
7 Jaqua i s seen on inc l u d e d maps with each s p e l l i n g . 
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the Yale post o f f i c e was on a route from B u r l i n g t o n t o Goff and 
then t o Landsman and Yale. 

"A 1917 d i r e c t o r y shows Hale as a county post o f f i c e 45 
miles SE of Wray. There were no business l i s t i n g s . E l i z a b e t h 
Young was postmaster. Dick Taylor ran the s t o r e and post o f f i c e 
i n 1903 1. The above leaves some unanswered questions - WHB2" 

A l e t t e r from the Nation Archives to James C. Winfrey adds a 
l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n : 

"Hale, Yuma County, Colorado 
E s t a b l i s h e d i n Arapahoe County on May 17, 1890 
Discontinued on February 16, 1894 
Rees t a b l i s h e d on October 30, 1900 
Date of l o c a t i o n i n Yuma County (the boundary change) i s not 

gi v e n 3 

Richard Bennett Taylor Senior had homesteaded i n eas t e r n 
Colorado i n 1888, e s t a b l i s h e d a sto r e and post o f f i c e which he 
named Hale 4. " 

The "Location Paper" f o r the Hale Post O f f i c e r e v e a l s a form 
used e a r l i e r than the one seen f o r the Bonny o f f i c e . Since i t 
i n v o l v e s Barnhart r e l a t i v e s , and r u r a l post o f f i c e h i s t o r y , p a r t 
of i t w i l l be reproduced here. I t a l i c i n d i c a t e s handwritten 
e n t r i e s by the a p p l i c a n t . 

*** 

"NO 1911-New S e r i e s - J u l y 1, 188 9 LOCATION PAPER 
Received DEC. 27 1889 Post Master General 

Post O f f i c e Department 
OFFICE OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT P.M. GENERAL 

Washington, D.C, Dec. 7, 1889. 
" S i r : Before the Postmaster General decides upon the a p p l i c a t i o n f o r the establishment of 

a post o f f i c e at 13 - 5 - 43, County of Arapahoe ( l i n e d out and Yuma was w r i t t e n i n ) , State of 
Colorado , i t w i l l be necessary f o r you to c a r e f u l l y answer the subjoined questions, get a 
neighboring postmaster to c e r t i f y t o the correctness of the answers, and r e t u r n the l o c a t i o n 
paper to the Department addressed to me. I f the s i t e s e l e c t e d f o r the proposed o f f i c e should not 
be on any m a i l route now under c o n t r a c t , only a " S p e c i a l O f f i c e " can be e s t a b l i s h e d there t o be 
s u p p l i e d w i t h m a i l from some convenient p o i n t on the nearest m a i l route by a s p e c i a l c a r r i e r f o r 
which a sum equal to two-thirds of the s a l a r y of the postmaster at such o f f i c e w i l l be p a i d by 
the Department. 

"You should inform the c o n t r a c t o r , or person performing s e r v i c e f o r him of t h i s 
a p p l i c a t i o n , and r e q u i r e him to execute the i n c l o s e d ( s ic) c e r t i f i c a t e as to the p r a c t i b i l i t y 
( s i c ) of su p p l y i n g the proposed o f f i c e w i t h m a i l , and r e t u r n the same to the Department. 

Very R e s p e c t f u l l y , 
J . S. CI (?) 

F i r s t A s s t . Postmaster General 
*** 

"To Mr. Alanzo P. Rockwell 
care of the Postmaster of Jaqua, Kans. dis. Feb-94 (1894) 

STATEMENT 
The proposed office to be called Aferritt (lined out) Hale 

S e l e c t a short name f o r the proposed o f f i c e , which, when w r i t t e n , w i l l not resemble the name of 
any other post o f f i c e i n the State. 
It will be situated in the S.W. quarter of Section 13, Township 5, south Range 43 East, in the 
County of Arapahoe (sic), State of Colo 

It will be near route No. 3367 L, being the route from St. Francis, Kan to Jaqua, Kan 

1 A c t i o n on the P r a i r i e p . 129 
2 Bauer . 7/10/1973 
3 N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s . [Let ter ] 2/6/1974 
4 The Bennett Taylor Family 
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W i l l i t be d i r e c t l y on this route?--Ans. No. 8 miles from Jaqua, Kans W (west) 
If not, how far from i t ? - - Ans. 
The name of the nearest o f f i c e to the proposed one, on one side i s Newton Colo Its distance i s 

5 miles i n a S. ̂ . direction from the proposed o f f i c e . 
The name of the nearest o f f i c e on the other side i s Jagua; i t s distance i s 8 miles i n a N E 

direction from the proposed o f f i c e . 
The name of the other nearest o f f i c e to the proposed one i s Logan, Colo i t s distance i s 10 

miles i n a N . W, direction from the proposed o f f i c e . 
The name of the most prominent river near it is South Fork Republican 
The name of the nearest railroad is Burlington & Missouri Railroad 
If on or near a railroad, how far from the station will the proposed office be located'--Ans 

28 miles in N.W. direction 

"A target chart with Hale as the bulls-eye and these post offices showing i n their 
respective distances and directions was included under "DIAGRAM, EXPLANATION, AND INSTRUCTIONS1. " 

* * * 
"During the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bonny Dam, i t was expected that 

60 p u p i l s would be i n attendance at the Hale School i n 1949. 
There were 12 i n 1948. The people of Hale, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, and the c o n t r a c t o r s cooperated on a p l a n to remodel 
t h i s one-room school i n t o a three classroom b u i l d i n g 2 . " 

I r a and Louise Smith Barnhart at Bonny 
The "Hale postmaster" Smith, and h i s wife mentioned above 

were the parents of Louise Smith Barnhart. Her husband, I r a , 
l i v e d i n the Bonny sto r e and home longer than anyone e l s e . He 
and Louise were a l s o the f a m i l y f o r whom Bonny was home f o r the 
longest p e r i o d . Indeed, I r a l i v e d there longer than a l l non-
Barnhart r e s i d e n t s combined. 

This s e c t i o n r e l i e s upon our v i s i t 3 w i t h Louise on J u l y 12, 
1994, and her l e t t e r 4 answering many s p e c i f i c questions dated 
August 12, 1994 about the d a i l y l i f e at Bonny. The inf o r m a t i o n 
from these two sources i s interdependent so they are footnoted 
together where d i s t i n g u i s h i n g which source was best was 
d i f f i c u l t . We t r i e d to preserve Louise's p l e a s i n g f l a v o r . 

Louise f u r n i s h e d wonderful d e t a i l about these days. The two 
new bedrooms against the east w a l l of the Bonny home were planned 
by D i l e and Jennie so that newly married Dean, Jennie and 
C h a r l i e ' s son, and h i s b r i d e Jane Le v i n could have a place to 
l i v e and could help D i l e farm. The north new bedroom was l a r g e r 
than the south one although the north south s i z e of the house was 
maintained. Both were about 10 feet east to west. There were 
three steps down from the o l d e r rooms i n t o t h i s newer a d d i t i o n . 
In 1994 i t was obvious that the adobe part of the b u i l d i n g had 
l a s t e d much b e t t e r than the wood a d d i t i o n . 

Dean and Jane l i v e d i n w i t h D i l e and Jennie to help w i t h the 
c a t t l e and farming and the m i l k i n g . They moved i n when D i l e and 
Jennie moved back to Bonny i n 1940. They had Jennie's brother 
Henry Teel b u i l d on the two bedrooms and a chicken house i n l a s t 

1 Post O f f i c e Department. December 27, 1889 & JUN 1890? (ve 
f a i n t ) 

2 "Hale Enlarges School F a c i l i t i e s " 
3 Barnhart, Louise [ v i s i t ] 
4 i b i d [Letter] 8/12/94 
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p a r t of 1939 & 1940. The young couple moved i n du r i n g the l a s t 
p a r t of 1940. D i l e ' s h e a l t h was becoming bad. Before t h i s move, 
D i l e and Jennie had l i v e d on a ranch on the Republican R i v e r i n 
what i s now under Bonny Lake. They ran c a t t l e and d i d some 
farming and haying. This was 1936 to 1940. Leonard, the t h i r d 
boy of C h a r l i e and Jennie, I r a , the next to the o l d e s t son, and 
Dean, the youngest, a l s o helped i n haying time. 

From 1933 t o 1935, while D i l e and Jennie were on t h i s ranch 
near Hale, C o l l i e Teel, Jennie's brother, and h i s w i f e l i v e d at 
Bonny. In 1936 the Charley Tiemans moved there. T h e i r grandson 
played too c l o s e to a high bank i n 193 7 and i t caved o f f and 
bu r i e d him. 

I r a and Louise moved out to Bonny i n 1942. D i l e and Jennie 
had moved to B u r l i n g t o n f o r a few months and then to a small farm 
3TÍ m i l e s northwest of Bonny. D i l e passed away i n June 1943 i n 
B u r l i n g t o n 1 . 

A f t e r D i l e died, I r a and h i s mother went i n t o p a r t n e r s h i p on 
the Bonny farm f o r two years. But that was l o t s of book work. 
So I r a borrowed money from "Federal Land Bank" and bought most of 
the ground. We d i d w e l l u n t i l the l a t e 1950's was so dry. So 
1955 we s o l d our cows and c a l v e s . I r a and a neighbor had t o haul 
loose hay from Atwood, Kansas. 

Louise had "Home Demonstrations" on the farm and so was not 
able t o watch the cows one day. They got i n t o some g r a i n I r a had 
p i l e d on the ground u n t i l i t could be put i n t o the s t e e l b i n . 
When he came i n from the road grader, he found the gate open. 
The m i l k cows had eaten so much g r a i n that they foundered. F i v e 
of the seven cows died. 

A l l the c h i l d r e n worked on the farm. Eva hated t o butcher 
chickens so she'd do the dishes and cl e a n the separator w h i l e 
S h i r l e y d i d the chickens. S h i r l e y a l s o l i k e d t o d r i v e the John 
Deere. One day she turned too short and p u l l e d the harrow up on 
the wheel. She l e f t i f f o r I r a to f i g u r e out. 

C h a r l o t t e would tend Rodney, seven and a h a l f years younger 
than D e l v i n while Denzel and Louise worked i n the f i e l d . She'd 
f i x lunch, do housework, e t c . w i t h D e l v i n ' s help. Denzel was the 
o l d e s t boy so he was I r a ' s r i g h t hand. At three and a h a l f he'd 
put on h i s heavy coat, boots, cap and mittens and help h i s dad 
feed the cows. A f t e r t h i s Denzel was always ready t o go. At s i x 
he'd help g r i n d feed f o r the c a t t l e . When he was e i g h t , Denzel 
was g u i d i n g the t r a c t o r p u l l i n g the rack to feed the cows i n the 
pasture 2. 

Those days neighbors helped one another. I r a had a "buck" 
on the f r o n t of the t r a c t o r . He'd load the racks w i t h the 
shocked bundles and haul them to the t h r e s h i n g machine. The 
o l d e r ones and myself milked the 15 cows and fed cal v e s and had 

1 i b i d 
2 Barnhart, Louise. [Letter] 7/8/1995 
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supper ready when he got home. This was a f t e r the g r a i n was 
bound and shocked. Then they would thresh. The combines came so 
that ended t h r e s h i n g . In the l a t e r 1950's I r a went back t o work 
f o r the county. He was one of t h e i r best maintenance men. I 
hear t h i s every time I'm i n a crowd. 

Back i n the 1920's when the store and post o f f i c e were open, 
most of the roads was cross country t r a i l s and wagon wheel 
t r a c k s . Nothing was graded. Sand Creek was o f t e n a problem. Of 
course the horses could go through w i t h wagons. 

The roads were r a i s e d and graded from the 1930's on. I r a 
ran the graders from 1937 to 1942. We had cars or pickups i n 
1942 and before. With cars we had to wait at Sand Creek or go 
out south around the f i e l d s t a y i n g on the grass to get to the 
road south of us to get out going west t o the Happy Hollow 
Schoolhouse. They'd haul d i r t i n so we could cross the creek 
a f t e r the water went down. There never was a bridge. Sand Creek 
was about 4 0 f t . wide. But now dams have been made up above so 
they hold l o t s of water up there. I f we came home and the creek 
was running too deep, I r a would go get the t r a c t o r and rope and 
p u l l us or we'd r i d e on the t r a c t o r . Between 1942 and 1964 while 
we were there, Sand Creek ran a l o t and we had to go out by Happy 
Hollow. We a l l l i k e d to go to Sand Creek a f t e r a b i g r a i n to 
watch i t run. 

I f the wind didn't blow, he had t o use the "pump jack" that 
had a motor that would pump the water f o r the c a t t l e . We d i d our 
own but c h e r i n g f o r s e v e r a l years. I r a used a "forge" and d i d 
l o t s of h i s own "blacksmith work." He heated the i r o n and 
pounded i t out to be what he needed, l i k e sharpening the machine 
shovels or welding some p a r t s that was broke. Saved time too. 
The boys pumped the forge. We bound our feed, some cane and 
mil o , and shocked i t f o r cow feed. 

In 1944 we b u i l t the porch on the west side of the house f o r 
our f r e e z e r and things that didn't freeze i n the winter and had a 
man to put screen on the outside of the house and blow stucco on. 
I t was white. I t h i n k the year was 1948. Inside the house w a l l s 
I pasted sheets and o l d c u r t a i n s , anything that would s t i c k to 
the adobe. Then put wallpaper on them. I r a cut the windows 
bigger and curved the s i d e s . We found a m a t e r i a l that had h a i r 
i n i t and i t ' s s t i l l there and some of the paper i s too. L a t e r 
we dis c o v e r e d that the adobe could be p l a s t e r e d so that paper 
stuck w e l l 1 "We loved i t out there at Bonny. We l i v e d there 
f o u r years a f t e r I r a f i x e d the windows. Only Sand Creek, i t we 
did n ' t love !" 

Esther remembers how the w a l l s were done when she was a 
c h i l d . "When Jennie and C h a r l i e l i v e d there we done what they 

1 i b i d . The e d i t o r s p u l l e d o f f a sample of Louise's paper and 
there appeared to be a c l o t h reinforcement on the back. 
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c a l l e d "white wash" the w a l l s . Mix lime i n water and i t looked 
l i k e p a i n t when you were through 1." 

One entered through the k i t c h e n when going i n t o the s t o r e 
from the f r o n t (west side) of the b u i l d i n g . From the k i t c h e n an 
immediate r i g h t t u r n took a v i s i t o r i n t o the o l d s t o r e and post 
o f f i c e room. There was a l s o an outside door on the south 
e n t e r i n g d i r e c t l y i n t o the "s t o r e " room. 

Louise r e c a l l s that " i n 1948 and 1949 whi l e Bonny Lake was 
being b u i l t , l o t s of people found work at the dam. A f t e r i t was 
f i n i s h e d I r a bought a boat, a 25 horsepower Johnson motor, and 
l i f e j a c k e t s . Him and the boys had l o t s of fun f i s h i n g . In 1964 
when we moved t o B u r l i n g t o n he bought an o l d pontoon boat and 
f i x e d i t up. Then we a l l could go. In 1970 he bought a l a t e r 
model. We looked forward to t a k i n g f o l k s w i t h us. Lots of 
f i s h i n g and p i c n i c k i n g went on 2. 

" I r a s t i l l ran c a t t l e , r a i s e d some hogs, farmed and milk e d 
from ten t o f i f t e e n cows. He helped neighbors t h r e s h as the 
b a r l e y and the feed f o r c a t t l e was bound and shocked. I r a s o l d 
the c a t t l e i n 1955. The next year he rented out the pasture as 
the grass got b e t t e r . In 1955 I r a went back working f o r the 
county and doing some farming l a t e evening. Louise and the 
ol d e s t boy and one of the g i r l s ran the t r a c t o r some t o help get 
caught up 3. 

"In 1959 we moved to a f u r n i s h e d apartment through the 
win t e r and back to the farm f o r summer. We rented our pastures 
out. So had t o keep up fences and r a i s e some chickens t o put i n 
the f r e e z e r and have some garden. Our youngest son wanted t o 
stay there and r a i s e p i g s . He i s on a hog farm now. He l i k e s 
p i g s and was schooled f o r them. He was t e r r i b l y d i s a p p o i n t e d 
when the f a m i l y moved to town. He was eleven, and planned 
already to have a hog farm at Bonny some day. 

"Our school c o n s o l i d a t e d so the buses came out j u s t so f a r 
and we had to meet the k i d s so we roomed our o l d e s t g i r l s t o go 
to high school i n B u r l i n g t o n 1948 to 1951. When they 
c o n s o l i d a t e d and the bus route was long we moved t o B u r l i n g t o n i n 
the f a l l and back to the Bonny place i n the s p r i n g when school 
ended. 

Louise had s t a r t e d working at the h o s p i t a l so a f t e r 1959 we 
moved i n and out. Louise worked part time i n summer and f u l l 
time i n Winter. I r a was working f o r the county. The k i d s were 
i n school so i t worked out b e t t e r . " 

In her l e t t e r of August 12th, 1994, Louise r e f l e c t e d again 
on t h e i r l i f e at Bonny. I t i s a l o v i n g and warm r e c o l l e c t i o n . 

1 Rhoades. Esther. 7/25/94 
2 Barnhart, Louise. 1/15/95 
3 Barnhart, Louise. 7/12/94 
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"There was never any plumbing at Bonny. No c i s t e r n . Just a 
pump f o r years. Then a w i n d m i l l . When i t didn't run by wind, 
you disconnected the rod and pumped i t by hand. We c a r r i e d a l l 
our water i n and out. 

" I r a put a stock tank on a p l a t f o r m on top of posts so the 
boys could have clean water. Everyone enjoyed t h a t . A f t e r a 
hard r a i n i t was fun to watch Sand Creek run. 

"Our outhouse was 150 feet southeast of the house. I t was 
l a t e r moved to another hole, but I don't know who b u i l t i t . I t 
might have been i n 192 9 when C h a r l i e F. cemented the outside of 
the adobe on the house. D e l v i n remembers a time when he and 
Rodney, the youngest son were, t o s s i n g a pocket k n i f e over the 
outhouse and Rodney "got him i n the l e g . " Louise was very 
unhappy w i t h a couple of boys ! 

"With so many rocks east of the house, we always k i l l e d l o t s 
of snakes i n the s p r i n g . Rodney remembers shooting one w i t h h i s 
BB Gun and maybe h i t t i n g i t . He was angry anyway and came to get 
Louise to k i l l i t w i t h her shovel. Another time he went to the 
brooder house on h i s bike to water the l i t t l e chickens and the 
pedal of i s b i k e went over a r a t t l e s n a k e but i t was s l e e p i n g . He 
l e f t the b i k e and ran t o get Louise to k i l l i t . Once he found 
one behind the door of the outhouse 1." (Ah, the joys and 
t h r i l l s of the Good Old Days! eds.) 

" A f t e r the move to town, Louise sent Rodney, age f i v e to the 
s t o r e f o r t o i l e t paper. They "charged" from Mr. Z i c k who d i d not 
recognize Rodney. When asked, 'Who i s t h i s f o r ? , " he r e p l i e d , 
"Why the whole f a m i l y . ' 

"To the southwest of the house was shop and garage w i t h room 
under the shop f o r storage. I t was b u i l t i n 1929. I r a used t h i s 
basement f o r a l i g h t p l a n t . So we had l i g h t s before we got 
e l e c t r i c i t y . The basement part was j u s t f o r storage and the 
l i g h t p l a n t when we l i v e d there. In the e a r l y 1950's we got 
p u b l i c e l e c t r i c i t y , 1951 I t h i n k . 

"The phone was put i n on barb wire f o r awhile. The cross 
t a l k was so bad, they put up short poles. Then f i n a l l y the 
telephone company put up a few t a l l poles i n 1953. 

"The North b u i l d i n g was a chicken house b u i l t the same year 
as the bedrooms was b u i l t , 1939 and 1940. Henry Teel b u i l t the 
bedrooms and the chicken house. He was a brother of Jennie's. 
There used to be a chicken house j u s t west of the one t h a t ' s 
standing now. I t was dug i n t o the bank f o r the back and s i d e s . 
The f r o n t was o l d windows and had a screen i n f r o n t . I t was used 
before the one standing now. Later we used i t f o r l i t t l e calves 
i n w i n t e r . We milked cows and separated the milk t o feed the 
c a l v e s and p i g s . We s o l d the cream i n 10 g a l l o n cream cans, s o l d 
eggs too, to buy our g r o c e r i e s w i t h . A l l the c h i l d r e n except the 
youngest, Rodney, learned to milk. 

"With Jennie's help we canned 100 quarts of beans using the 
wash b o i l e r on the c o a l stove. We cooked them three hours i n 

1 Barnhart, Louise. [Letter] 7-8-1995 
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b o i l i n g water. Lots of d i l l and sweet p i c k l e s were done too. We 
used l o t s of c o a l o i l stoves i n those days and g a s o l i n e too. Our 
f l a t i r o n s were heated on the c o a l or wood stoves, and we had gas 
i r o n s t o do our i r o n i n g i f we could a f f o r d one. 

"We had three g i r l s before we moved to Bonny. Then three 
boys w h i l e we l i v e d there. The o l d e s t g i r l i s now 60 and the 
baby boy i s 41, i n 1994 1. 

"No one has l i v e d at Bonny si n c e 1964. J e r r y Brenner bought 
the p r o p e r t y then. I r a worked f o r the county u n t i l December 
1964. He then worked f o r the c i t y of B u r l i n g t o n f o r 20 years. 
A f t e r l e a v i n g the c i t y employment, he ran the maintenance at 
Bonny Lake i n the summer time. He worked four summers f o r the 
s t a t e , u n t i l May 11th, 1992. 

" I r a knew an area broom maker c a l l e d "Friday" Lundy w e l l . 
He brought brooms around f o r s a l e i n town on F r i d a y s . I r a always 
planned to introduce him to an agent of the Farm A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
who a l s o loved l o c a l h i s t o r y . He never got around to i t . I r a 
a l s o r e a l l y wanted to t e l l us the s t o r y of how h i s horses ran 
away w i t h the d i s k plow. One of the horses was i n j u r e d and had 
to be shot. 

"We l o s t our o l d e s t boy w i t h cancer May 16th, 1992. I r a had 
cancer a l s o and was taken to Denver. There a f t e r 49 days, he 
d i e d on the 11th of September, 1992. I t was cancer of spine. 

"Velma, This i s so mixed up, I w r i t e then, have to stop. 
Got two granddaughters here. But you p i c k out what you need. I 
don't expect to put a l l t h i s i n your book. This i s j u s t a l e t t e r 
t e l l i n g you about while we l i v e d there." 

I r a ' s brother Everett d i e d i n 1972. E v e r e t t ' s w i f e V i v i a n 
Agan d i e d i n 1991, approximately a year before I r a . Her o b i t u a r y 
i n the C i t i z e n P a t r i o t appeared November 7, 1991. A poem about 
her i n t h i s t r i b u t e r e f l e c t s the l i v e s of a l l these hardy women. 

1 Barnhart, Louise. 8/12/1994 
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"Mom's L i f e - i n Retrospect" 

Once upon a time I planned to be, 
an a r t i s t of c e l e b r i t y . 

A song I thought I'd w r i t e someday, 
and a l l the world 
would homage pay. 

I longed to w r i t e a noted book, 
but what I d i d was l e a r n 

to cook. 
For l i f e w i t h simple tasks i s 
f i l l e d , and I have done - not 

what I w i l l e d . 
Yet when I see boy's hungry eyes, 

I'm g l a d I make good 
apple p i e s ! 

Waiting too long to v i s i t w i t h I r a was a major e r r o r on the 
e d i t o r s p a r t . Our work on t h i s h i s t o r y , was i r r e p a r a b l y 
diminished. His quick passing was hard f o r everyone, and 
perhaps, the best p o s s i b l e d e s c r i p t i o n of Bonny was l o s t too. 

I r a Barnhart, who had so much to do w i t h t h i s h i s t o r y even 
though the e d i t o r s o n l y got t o know him a f t e r h i s death, 
represents very w e l l , the Barnhart fa m i l y . His o b i t u a r y , given 
to us by h i s w i f e , Louise, shows the character and s t r e n g t h of 
a l l of them. I t appeared i n the B u r l i n g t o n Record i n September 
of 1992 w h i l e the p r e p a r a t i o n of t h i s h i s t o r y was j u s t g e t t i n g 
underway. He was anxious to help with t h i s s t o r y and wrote the 
note below to the e d i t o r s a few months before he d i e d so even i n 
death he helped us. 

Ira's letter 
"December 4, 1991, Velma Bonny Jacobs. Kind ones, j u s t a 

l i n e to l e t you know. We remember the Bonny s t o r e and post 
o f f i c e . I r a Barnhart's f o l k s ran the s t o r e and post o f f i c e when 
he was a young boy. And Esther h i s s i s t e r remembers a few t h i n g s 
too. I don't know what you need. So...we l i v e i n B u r l i n g t o n at 
1571 Senter i f you'd l i k e to get i n touch." 

( D i c t a t e d to Louise and signed f o r I r a by her.) I r a 
Barnhart, 1571 Senter, B u r l i n g t o n , Colo 80807 1. 

Obituary of Ira Barnhart 
" I r a Glen Barnhart departed t h i s l i f e at K i t Carson County 

Memorial H o s p i t a l i n B u r l i n g t o n on F r i d a y September 11, 1992 at 
the age of 82 years and 7 months. I r a was born February 11, 1910 

1 Barnhart, I r a Glen. [Letter] 12/11/1991 
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east of Menlo, Kansas to Charley F r a n k l i n 1 and Sara Jane 
(Jennie) Teel Barnhart. 

" I r a ' s f a t h e r Charley came to Colorado i n 1918 w i t h a few 
head of horses t o help w i t h the farming. Jennie and f i v e of the 
c h i l d r e n came out on the t r a i n , the "Old Jersey", l a t e r t h a t same 
year. Charley came to B u r l i n g t o n i n the "Show Wagon" t o p i c k 
them up. The "Show Wagon" as i t was c a l l e d had been an o l d 
c i r c u s wagon that the Barnharts had purchased from a c i r c u s t o 
use as a cook shack. They p u l l e d t h i s wagon to the f i e l d s w i t h 
them when they d i d custom t h r e s h i n g w i t h t h e i r steam engine 
t h r e s h i n g machine. That was what Charley had a r r i v e d i n Colorado 
i n . I t was used sometimes as s l e e p i n g space f o r the f a m i l y , as 
t h e i r homes were very s m a l l . Their f i r s t homes i n Colorado were 
i n the Happy Hollow area. In 1919 they bought the Bonny s t o r e 
and post o f f i c e from Ike Bonny, Sr. Charley farmed and helped 
w i t h the s t o r e . Jennie was very busy w i t h c h i l d r e n , running the 
s t o r e , and baking food that she s o l d at the s t o r e . Another c h i l d 
was born w h i l e they had the s t o r e . They s o l d the s t o r e i n 1924, 
to re-buy i n 1928. I t was no longer a s t o r e and post o f f i c e . 

"Bonny, Colorado i s shown on the o l d maps, one of which was 
i n the Happy Hollow School at the time I r a attended school there. 
The Bonny Dam r e c e i v e d i t s name from the s t o r e . 

" I r a returned t o O b e r l i n , Kansas t o complete h i s high school 
education, graduating i n 1930. He was the Kansas State W r e s t l i n g 
Champion h i s s e n i o r year. I r a accepted the Lord as h i s personal 
s a v i o r i n 193 0. He was b a p t i z e d i n the Republican R i v e r 
September 2, 1932. 

"On January 14, 1933 I r a married Louise M i l d r e d Smith. 
Louise and her f a m i l y l i v e d i n the Happy Hollow area, where the 
f a m i l i e s were neighbors. I r a farmed and worked f o r the WPA f o r 
s e v e r a l years i n the " d i r t y t h i r t i e s , " then moved t o B u r l i n g t o n 
and worked f o r K i t Carson County Road Department. In 1942, I r a , 
Louise and three daughters moved back to farm the "Old Bonnie 
Place" when I r a ' s s t e p f a t h e r D i l e Henderson became i l l . Three 
sons were born w h i l e they l i v e d there. 

"When the drought h i t i n 1954-55 I r a hauled hay from Kansas 
to feed the c a t t l e . In 1956 I r a had t o s e l l the c a t t l e due t o 
la c k of food. There were no i r r i g a t i o n w e l l s at t h i s time. 
During the l a t e r years on the farm, I r a returned to work f o r the 
county and along w i t h farming kept t h i n g s going. 

"Five of the s i x c h i l d r e n attended school at Happy Hollow 
D i s t r i c t 3 8 where I r a and Louise had both attended school f o r 
s e v e r a l years. With the c h i l d r e n ' s high school a c t i v i t i e s the 
f a m i l y would move to town i n the winter months and back t o the 
farm i n the summer. 

"In 1964 I r a and Louise s o l d the farm to J e r r y Brenner and 
moved t o t h e i r present home i n B u r l i n g t o n . A f t e r l e a v i n g the 
county road department, I r a began working f o r the C i t y of 

1 Name s p e l l e d here as w r i t t e n i n o b i t u a r y from Louise 
Barnhart. 
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B u r l i n g t o n and was s t r e e t superintendent, r e t i r i n g i n 1986. Many 
of the B u r l i n g t o n r e s i d e n t s and businesses remember the e x t r a 
work I r a would do to get them to work when the p l a i n s b l i z z a r d s 
h i t . In the summer a l o t of night hours were spent keeping the 
storm sewers open when the thunder storms h i t . Some of the 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n remember h u r r y i n g w i t h dinner, or grandpa l e a v i n g 
i n the middle of a game, so he could get on hip boots to go open 
up storm sewers. Sometimes i f i t wasn't too bad they could even 
r i d e along. 

"In 1980 I r a r e c e i v e d the "Outstanding Service Award" from 
the "Helping Hand CB Club" f o r h i s s e r v i c e and d e d i c a t i o n during 
the s p r i n g b l i z z a r d . A f t e r r e t i r i n g from the c i t y I r a worked 
durin g the summer three days a week f o r the State Park and 
Recreation Department at Bonny Dam as a blade operator f o r the 
park roads. He continued t h i s work as a summer employee u n t i l 
May 13th of 1992, when he became i l l . 

" I r a served as an o f f i c e r w i t h the school board, S o i l 
Conservation and Farm Bureau. He r e c e i v e d Honorary Chapter 
Farmer from FFA B u r l i n g t o n Chapter. During h i s farming years he 
and h i s f a m i l y enjoyed many community a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
p l a y s , box s o c i a l s , community sings and s o f t b a l l games. He was 
an a v i d bowler, r e c e i v i n g s e v e r a l t r o p h i e s . Other hobbies 
i n c l u d e d wood working, c o l l e c t i n g f i s h i n g gear and f i s h i n g from 
h i s pontoon boat. 

" I r a leaves to mourn h i s passing, h i s wife Louise, of almost 
60 years; h i s daughters, Eva and husband Oscar Cousins of 
Laramie, Wyoming; S h i r l e y and husband B i l l Thomas of C r a i g , 
Colorado; C h a r l o t t e Osborn of Brush, Colorado; h i s sons, D e l v i n 
and wife E t h e l of Crestview, F l o r i d a ; Rodney and wife Judy of Ft. 
Morgan, Colorado; two s i s t e r s , Esther Rhoades of B u r l i n g t o n and 
Marveline and husband Warren F e t t e r s of L i t t l e t o n , Colorado; 
s i s t e r - i n - l a w s S y l v i a and husband Glen Weaver and Cora A l b e r t s o n 
a l l of B u r l i n g t o n ; Iva Barnhart of Edgewater, Colorado; brother-
in-law R.B. Smith and wife B e t t y of B u r l i n g t o n . 

" I r a leaves 21 grandchildren and 30 great g r a n d c h i l d r e n . He 
a l s o leaves to mourn many nieces and nephews and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , 
and a host of neighbors and f r i e n d s . I r a was a good f r i e n d and 
acquaintance to many. 

" I r a was preceded i n death by h i s parents Charley and Jennie 
Barnhart; a s t e p - f a t h e r D i l e Henderson; three brothers, 
E v e r e t t , Leonard, and Dean; a s i s t e r P e a r l ; a son Denzel; two 
i n f a n t granddaughters; and Louise's parents Bert and J o s i e 
Smith 1" . 

1 " I r a Glen Barnhart. [Obituary] 
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Bonny Gould summarized t h i s same p e r i o d f o r the B u r l i n g t o n 
Record i n 1970. 

"Bonny Post O f f i c e " 
"The short l i v e d K i t Carson County post o f f i c e of Bonny ran 

from June 3, 1915 t o February 9, 1924. 
"Isaac Bonny was the f i r s t postmaster and the o n l y other one 

was Charles Barnhart. At that time the m a i l came from B u r l i n g t o n 
to Hale and then c a r r i e r N e l l i e Henderson ( D i l e ' s w i f e , eds) or 
John Boseman would go t o the Broadsword school f o r pouches of 
m a i l addressed t o Bonny. This half-way meeting place i s near the 
present-day W i l l i a m Kroeger farm 14 miles north of B u r l i n g t o n , 
f o r m e r l y owned by the l a t e C l a r a Fender. 

"The post o f f i c e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g was an adobe, but i n a 
few years the w a l l s were cemented. S t i l l l a t e r the Barnharts 
enhanced the b u i l d i n g w i t h stucco, adding l a r g e windows to make a 
b e a u t i f u l and comfortable country home which stands almost 
i n t a c t , though unoccupied, the past s i x years, when the Barnharts 
moved to town 1. " 

Bonny Gould. 

1 Gould. "Bonny Post O f f i c e . . . " 12/70 
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A Bonnv, Colorado Chronology 
_ The d e t a i l s of any event can be read by f i n d i n g the date i n 

the index and then l o c a t i n g the a p p r o p r i a t e pages. Key people and 
a l l the known r e s i d e n t s of Bonny are i n c l u d e d : 

1865 Isaac Bonny was born 
18 8 0 Maud Van Dyke Bónny was born 
1882 C h a r l i e Barnhart was born 
1885 Jennie Teel Barnhart was born 
1910 Isaac [1886] and F l o a Bonny came to Colorado 
1912 Isaac [1865] and Laura moved to Colorado 
1915 Isaac was appointed postmaster at Bonny 
1918 Isaac's homestead patent approved by P r e s i d e n t Wilson 
1918 C h a r l i e and Jennie came to Colorado 
1918 Maud di e d , Velma, Velda, M i l d r e d and Vernon to Bonny 
1918 "A Quiet View Near Bonny" post card, p r i n t e d 
1919 Isaac [1886] and F l o a moved to Samuels, Idaho 
1919 C h a r l i e bought Bonny Post O f f i c e / S t o r e 
1920 Isaac [1865] and Laura moved to Samuels, Idaho 
1920 C h a r l i e appointed postmaster, moved to Bonny 
1924 The post o f f i c e c l o s e d , Barnharts move to Hale 
1924 - 1928 The P i e r r a r d s 1 at Bonny 
1928 Barnharts r e t u r n to Bonny 
193 0 C h a r l i e k i l l e d i n t h r e s h e r accident 
1932 D i l e Henderson and Jennie married 
1933 - 1934 The C o l l i e Teel f a m i l y at Bonny 
1933 I r a Barnhart and Louise married 
1936 - 1937 The Charley Tiemans at Bonny 
1939 - 1940 New rooms added at Bonny 
1940 D i l e and Jennie moved back to Bonny 
194 0 Dean Barnhart and Jane to Bonny to help D i l e farm 
1942 I r a and Louise moved to Bonny 
1943 D i l e d i e d 
1944 Bonny used as name f o r dam by Reclamation Dept. 
1944 Remodeling at Bonny home, porch added 
1948 More remodeling, stucco o u t s i d e , p l a s t e r i n s i d e 
1950 E l e c t r i c p l a n t i n s t a l l e d by I r a 
1951 P u b l i c e l e c t r i c l i n e s reached Bonny 
1952 Bonny Dam dedicated 
1953 Phone s e r v i c e reaches Bonny, t a l l poles 
1964 I r a and Louise moved to B u r l i n g t o n 
1964 J e r r y Brenner bought Bonny pr o p e r t y 
1972 Jennie Teel Barnhart Henderson d i e d 
1992 I r a Barnhart d i e d 
1995 Bonny, Co lo rado , A High P l a i n s Ghost Town, p u b l i s h e d 

1 Velma has an aunt and u n c l e , Anna and V i c P i e r r a r d 
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Chapter F i v e 
BONNY DAM AND RESERVOIR 

E a r l y H i s t o r y 
The e d i t o r s have l e f t t h i s long quotation as i s , w i t h i t s 

own o u t l i n e , c a p i t a l i z a t i o n , and heading arrangement. 
U n d e r l i n i n g has been added f o r emphasis on some key sentences 
about Bonny, CO. 

"CHAPTER I, INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL 
1. HISTORY AND AUTHORIZATION Recurring drouths ( s i c ) 

throughout the Great P l a i n s area i n general, and the Republican 
R i v e r watershed i n p a r t i c u l a r , were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e x c i t i n g 
considerable i n t e r e s t i n i r r i g a t i o n p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n t h i s area i n 
the past 70 years. P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s , s i n g l y and i n groups," 
over t h i s p e r i o d have devoted much time and money to 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n of i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 
Several attempts were made to i r r i g a t e d i r e c t l y from the streams 
and a number of canals have been b u i l t as e a r l y as 1889. With 
the exception of only a few small canals, these p r o j e c t s a l l 
f a i l e d due to d e s t r u c t i v e f l o o d s , sandy s o i l , l a c k of water 
supply, or f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , or a combination of s e v e r a l of 
the above reasons. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of canals, however, d i d 
f u r n i s h much needed employment f o r many of the homesteaders 
durin g the c r i t i c a l years between 1889 and 1904. At one c r i t i c a l 
p e r i o d i n the economy of the area, wooden flumes and other 
i r r i g a t i o n s t r u c t u r e s were chopped up and used f o r firewood. 

"A number of i n f l u e n t i a l people i n t h i s area, however, have 
been very a c t i v e proponents of i r r i g a t i o n developments i n the 
upper Republican R i v e r watershed, and worked unceasingly t o 
i n t e r e s t v a r i o u s s t a t e and f e d e r a l agencies i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g and 
f i n a n c i n g proposed p r o j e c t s . Foremost and most a c t i v e as regards 
i r r i g a t i o n development along South Fork Republican R i v e r i s A. A. 
G i l l e s p i e , formerly e d i t o r of the St. F r a n c i s paper and c u r r e n t l y 
Probate Judge of Cheyenne County. In 1928 Judge G i l l e s p i e was 
one of the i m p e l l i n g f o r c e s of a t r i - s t a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n which 
h i r e d an engineer to i n v e s t i g a t e and report on p o s s i b i l i t i e s and 
means of developing lands along the Upper Republican i n Colorado, 
Kansas and Nebraska. The depression of the e a r l y t h i r t i e s 
n e c e s s i t a t e d disbanding of t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n because of l a c k of 
funds w i t h which to c a r r y on operations. The Republican V a l l e y 
Conservation A s s o c i a t i o n was formed i n 1940 to c a r r y on where the 
e a r l i e r o r g a n i z a t i o n l e f t o f f . This a s s o c i a t i o n was composed of 
two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of each town i n the b a s i n from Oxford, 
Nebraska, west to Wray, Colorado, I m p e r i a l , Nebraska and St. 
F r a n c i s , Kansas. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the St. f r a n c i s area 
were A. A. G i l l e s p i e and D. H. P e s t l e t h w a i t e . This o r g a n i z a t i o n 
was p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r promoting and s e c u r i n g necessary 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a number of dams and r e s e r v o i r s 
on the Upper Republican R i v e r and major t r i b u t a r i e s r a t h e r than a 
s i n g l e l a r g e dam downstream i n order to e f f e c t i v e l y c o n t r o l , 
conserve and u t i l i z e f l o o d waters i n the Republican R i v e r Basin. 
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"The very d e s t r u c t i v e Republican R i v e r f l o o d of 1935, 
o c c u r r i n g as i t d i d i n the midst of one of the most c r i t i c a l 
p e r iods (with respect to a g r i c u l t u r e ) i n the h i s t o r y of t h i s 
r e g i o n , focused n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n upon the needs of t h i s area 
w i t h respect to both f l o o d c o n t r o l and i r r i g a t i o n . A d i r e c t 
consequence of t h i s f l o o d , which took 110 l i v e s and d i d over 
$9,000,000 worth of damage i n the basin, were the surveys of 
R e p u b l i c a t i o n R i v e r Basin made by the Corps of Engineers, 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e , and Bureau of Reclamation, r e s u l t i n g 
i n an i n v e n t o r y of the basin's i r r i g a t i o n , power, and f l o o d 
c o n t r o l p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . 

"The a u t h o r i t y f o r the p r e l i m i n a r y examination of the 
Republican R i v e r was granted i n P u b l i c Document No. 493, 74th 
Congress, 2nd Session approved A p r i l 10, 193 6; and a u t h o r i t y f o r 
a p r e l i m i n a r y examination and survey of the Republican R i v e r , 
Nebraska and Kansas, i s contained i n the Flood C o n t r o l Act of 
1936, P u b l i c Document No. 738, 74th Congress, 2nd Session, 
approved June 22, 193 6. 

"As a r e s u l t of the repor t s on the p r e l i m i n a r y surveys by 
the Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation a 
comprehensive coordinated p l a n of development f o r the M i s s o u r i 
R i v e r Basin was published as Senate Document 191, 78th Congress, 
2nd Session. The St. F r a n c i s Unit was authorized as an approved 
u n i t of t h i s development pla n by the Flood Control Act ( P u b l i c 
Law 534), of December 22, 1944, 78th Congress, 2nd Session. 

"Supplemental funds of $800,000 were authorized by P u b l i c 
Law No. 299, 80th Congress, 1st Session, on J u l y 31, 1947 t o 
begin c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bonny Dam, the major feature of the St. 
F r a n c i s U n i t . P u b l i c Law 841, 80th Congress, 2nd Session 
a u t h o r i z e d an a d d i t i o n a l $54,786,650 to continue development of 
the M i s s o u r i R i v e r Basin; of t h i s amount $1,7000,000 was made 
a v a i l a b l e f o r the St. F r a n c i s U n i t . 

"2.GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT The plan of development. 
of the St. F r a n c i s U n i t , as autho r i z e d bv the Flood C o n t r o l Act 
of 1944, c a l l s f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bonnv Dam and r e s e r v o i r by 
the Bureau of Reclamation. P r o j e c t features of the o r i g i n a l 
a u t h o r i z e d p l a n c o n s i s t of the Bonny Dam and Reservoir w i t h a 
maximum c a p a c i t y of 118.000 acre-feet and a d i s t r i b u t i o n system 
to provide f o r the i r r i g a t i o n of 6.000 acres of land on the north 
s i d e of the South Fork i n Colorado and Kansas. In a d d i t i o n . 
water was to be f u r n i s h e d to 52 0 acres of i r r i g a t e d lands south 
of the r i v e r immediately below the dam. 

"Later s t u d i e s i n d i c a t e d the need f o r a r e s e r v o i r w i t h a 
t o t a l c a p a c i t y of 175,000 acre - f e e t to be a l l o c a t e d as f o l l o w s : 
s i l t r e t e n t i o n 18,000 a c r e - f e e t ; i r r i g a t i o n 25,000 a c r e - f e e t ; 
f l o o d c o n t r o l 132,000 a c r e - f e e t . In order to provide the 
necessary storage, a dam 13 0 f e e t high w i t h a c r e s t l e n g t h of 
about 9,3 00 f e e t i s being constructed. 

"The i r r i g a t i o n features of the St. Fra n c i s Unit have been 
t e m p o r a r i l y deferred. The i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t as contemplated i n 
Senate Document No. 191 was determined to be i n c o n f l i c t w i t h 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Republican R i v e r Compact, an agreement between 
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the s t a t e s of Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska on the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
and u t i l i z a t i o n of the waters of the Republican R i v e r and i t s 
t r i b u t a r i e s . A d d i t i o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s are being conducted t o 
determine f e a s i b i l i t y of s e r v i n g lands i n Colorado by pumping 
from the r e s e r v o i r i n order to comply s t r i c t l y w i t h the terms of 
the compact. 

"3.SYNOPSIS OF EARLY INVESTIGATIONS AND PRECONSTRUCTION WORK 
The f i r s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s by the Bureau of Reclamation were made 
i n the form of a reconnaissance of the e n t i r e Republican R i v e r 
Basin by Engineer C. T. Judah and p a r t y from the o f f i c e t h a t was 
e s t a b l i s h e d at McCook, Nebraska i n 1939. D e t a i l e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
of the St. F r a n c i s Unit as a u n i t were s t a r t e d i n 1941, 
d i s c o n t i n u e d during the war years, and resumed i n 1945. 

"Two a d d i t i o n a l dam s i t e s on the South Fork Republican R i v e r 
and four dam s i t e s on t r i b u t a r y streams were i n v e s t i g a t e d bv the 
Bureau of Reclamation i n a d d i t i o n t o the Hale dam s i t e p r e v i o u s l y 
reported on bv the Corps of Engineers. To d i s t i n g u i s h them from 
the Army's Hale s i t e , the two Bureau of Reclamation s i t e s on the 
South Fork were designated as the Bonnv No. 1 and Bonnv No. 2 
s i t e s 1 , named a f t e r a l i t t l e town of Bonnv, once l o c a t e d about 
f i v e m i l e s south of the s i t e s . The t r i b u t a r y s i t e s were 
designated the Sand Creek, Nameless Creek No. 1, Nameless Creek 
No. 2, and Landsman Creek s i t e s . 

" Consideration was given to a d d i t i o n a l upstream and 
downstream s i t e s other than those named above, however the r a p i d 
decrease i n stream flow f o r upstream s i t e s and decrease i n amount 
of i r r i g a b l e lands which could be served from the downstream 
s i t e s precluded f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

"Semi-detailed land c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the v a l l e y lands i n 
Kansas and reconnaissance c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of t a b l e lands i n Kansas 
i n d i c a t e d that there were two areas of i r r i g a b l e lands i n Kansas 
worthy of c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r g r a v i t y i r r i g a t i o n development. One 
of the two areas i n c l u d e d a t r a c t of about 11,000 acres of l a n d 
l y i n g south of Wheeler, Kansas i n a low t a b l e area known as 
Cheyenne V a l l e y . The other area comprised high t a b l e lands on 
the n o r t h s i d e of the r i v e r between the Colorado-Kansas s t a t e 
l i n e and St. F r a n c i s , Kansas. With the two Bonny s i t e s 
considered, a supplemental water supply would be r e q u i r e d f o r 520 
acres of land l y i n g immediately below Bonny s i t e No. 1 on the 
south s i d e of the r i v e r . 

" A l l of the seven s i t e s are p h y s i c a l l y l o c a t e d so as t o 
serve the Cheyenne V a l l e y area, however none would provide an 
adequate water supply f o r the e n t i r e area and the four 
o f f - c h a n n e l s i t e s , none of which would economically provide h a l f 
the water supply that a r e s e r v o i r of the South Fork would, were 
not considered f e a s i b l e s i n c e such a l a r g e percentage of t h e i r 
storage would be l o s t i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

"A p r e l i m i n a r y land c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the Cheyenne V a l l e y 
area determined that a l a r g e p a r t of t h i s area would r e q u i r e a 

1 But f o r t h i s , Hale Dam might have been the name chosen. 
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major drainage system. P r e l i m i n a r y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the lands 
above St. F r a n c i s i n d i c a t e d that the greater p o r t i o n of the 
i r r i g a b l e area was comprised of c l a s s 1 lands and that none of 
the lands would be subject to drainage problems, making t h i s the 
more d e s i r a b l e area f o r development since i t would a l s o r e q u i r e a 
co n s i d e r a b l y s h o r t e r d i s t r i b u t i o n system. 

"The e l i m i n a t i o n of the Cheyenne V a l l e y area from 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r i r r i g a t i o n development narrowed the s e l e c t i o n 
of a r e s e r v o i r s i t e to the two Bonnv s i t e s since o n l y these two 
s i t e s would provide adequate water supply and were p h y s i c a l l y 
s i t u a t e d to serve the s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t area bv g r a v i t y . Of the 
two, the Bonny No. 1 s i t e was estimated to be the more economical 
and was recommended as the l o g i c a l s i t e f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a dam 
to provide maximum b e n e f i t s f o r i r r i g a t i o n and f l o o d c o n t r o l i n 
South Fork Republican R i v e r Basin. This s i t e was th e n c e f o r t h 
r e f e r r e d to simply as the "Bonny S i t e . " 

"In October of 1944 re p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Corps of 
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation convened to r e c o n c i l e 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n the plans of the two agencies f o r development of 
the M i s s o u r i R i v e r Basin. One of the r e s u l t s of t h i s meeting was 
the agreement on the Bonnv s i t e f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a r e s e r v o i r 
on South Fork Republican R i v e r since the Hale and the Bonny s i t e s 
are l o c a t e d w i t h i n four miles of each other and f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l 
purposes would provide a comparable degree of f l o o d c o n t r o l 1 . 

1 This North Republican Unit map may have i n f l u e n c e d the 
choice of the name "Bonny" f o r the new dam survey s i n c e the army 
had a l r e a d y used Hale f o r t h e i r survey. 
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"Geology s t u d i e s of the Bonny Reservoir area were s t a r t e d i n 
J u l y , 1946 and the Reconnaissance G e o l o g i c a l Report was prepared 
and submitted i n September, 1946. A p r e l i m i n a r y d r i l l i n g program 
was begun i n December 1946, and completed e a r l y i n 1947. A t o t a l 
of nine holes were d r i l l e d along the proposed a s i x (apex?) of the 
dam. A p r e l i m i n a r y report enumerating the r e s u l t s of the 
d r i l l i n g program was submitted i n March, 1947. 

"The D i s t r i c t A g r i c u l t u r a l Economists made a f i e l d 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the St. F r a n c i s Unit and prepared "Appendix E" 
from the r e s u l t s of t h e i r study. A crew of land c l a s s i f i e r s 
began the recheck of the land i n May, 194 7. Meanwhile, o f f i c e 
work was being continued on Appendixes A, B, E, G, and H and 
d r a f t copies were a v a i l a b l e by September of 1947. 

"Soon a f t e r the s t a r t of f i s c a l year 1948 supplemental funds 
f o r f l o o d c o n t r o l were re c e i v e d f o r Bonny Dam and work was 
continued under an a c c e l e r a t e d program, i n an e f f o r t t o get 
c o n s t r u c t i o n under way p r i o r to J u l y 1948. In August 1947, Wayne 
S. Byrne was assigned as c o n s t r u c t i o n engineer f o r Bonny Dam and 
a f i n a l stage d r i l l i n g program and p r e c o n s t r u c t i o n surveys were 
s t a r t e d . 

"A f i e l d o f f i c e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n Cheyenne County Court 
House i n St. F r a n c i s , Kansas i n October 1947 and work was begun 
on l o c a t i o n of an access road to the north abutment of the dam 
s i t e . 
A program of m a t e r i a l s e x p l o r a t i o n was v i g o r o u s l y pursued and a 
C o n s t r u c t i o n M a t e r i a l s Report was completed and submitted t o the 
Chief Engineer i n February. 

"Construction of the Government camp was begun j u s t south of 
the c i t y l i m i t s of St. F r a n c i s , Kansas i n November. By March 
1948 c o n s t r u c t i o n of the o f f i c e b u i l d i n g at the Government camp 
was s u f f i c i e n t l y advanced so that the o f f i c e was moved from 
Cheyenne County Court House to the camp s i t e . On J u l y 13, 1948 
employees began moving i n t o the houses at the Government camp and 
by September a l l u n i t s but one were e s s e n t i a l l y complete and 
occupied. 

"4.SUMMARY OF REPORTS, Report on Republican and Kansas 
R i v e r s Flood of May and June, 193 5. U. S. G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
(water Supply Paper 796-5). As a r e s u l t of heavy r a i n s 
throughout the month of May and a r a i n f a l l of cloudburst 
i n t e n s i t y i n eastern Colorado and western Nebraska during the 
n i g h t s of May 30-31, 1935, the great f l o o d i n the 
Republican-Kansas R i v e r Basin f o r a p e r i o d of 70 years occurred. 
The South f o r k of the Republican R i v e r and the A r i k a r e e R i v e r 
were the p r i n c i p a l sources, having the highest c r e s t discharges 
i n second-feet per square mile of any r i v e r s i n the b a s i n . 

"From Newton, Colorado, through St. F r a n c i s , Kansas to 
Benkelman, Nebraska, the c r e s t discharge increased from 103,000 
to 150,000 second-feet w i t h i n 5 hours. The maximum discharge of 
about 280,0 00 second-feet, occurred between Cambridge and 
Arapahoe, Nebraska. 

"A d e t a i l e d account of t h i s f l o o d i s contained i n 
Water-Supply Paper 796-B of the G e o l o g i c a l Survey, U. S. 
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Department of the I n t e r i o r - F l o o d on Repub l i can and Kansaâ 
R i v e r s , May and June 1935, by Robert Follansbee and J . B. 
S p i e g e l 1 . From t h i s r e p o r t : "The l o s s of l i f e was g r e a t e s t i n 
the upper p a r t s of the v a l l e y i n Colorado and Nebraska, where the 
f l o o d occurred at n i g h t . A t o t a l of 110 l i v e s were l o s t . The 
l o s s of l i v e s t o c k was 20,593. More than 275,000 acres of farm 
la n d 2 . " 

How the Name "Bonnv" Was Chosen 
A crossword d i c t i o n a r y l i s t s as synonyms f o r "bonny, bonnie: 

gay, f i n e , merry, plump, b l i t h e , p r e t t y , strong, healthy, 
handsome, b e a u t i f u l , good-looking 3." 

One of the primary reasons f o r t h i s research was t o c l a r i f y 
the source of the name, Bonny Dam. Velma has heard t a l e s of 
people whose s i m i l a r names seemed important enough to merit 
having t h e i r name given to the dam. 

The d e d i c a t i o n of Bonny Dam i n c l u d e d A l i c e Mae Barnhart's 
winning essay. Some of the Barnharts thought that her t o p i c , 
"What Bonny Dam Means to Us," became the "winning" name source. 
A young man from U n i v e r s i t y of Northern Colorado phoned Velma i n 
1992 saying f o l k s i n B u r l i n g t o n asked him t o c a l l her about a 
lady i n a wheel c h a i r named Wil l i a m s from B u r l i n g t o n who knew the 
Bonnys. He too had heard of "Bonney" f a m i l y members who had 
moved i n t o B u r l i n g t o n at the time of the dam's d e d i c a t i o n who 
claimed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the name. 

Bonny Gould's own name has been suggested as a source. Some 
r e s i d e n t s of the area were not e n t i r e l y sure whether the dam 
shared t h i s name w i t h her. 

"The June 1952 Bonny Dam d e d i c a t i o n souvenir booklet has a 
s t o r y of the 1935 f l o o d and the r o l e t h i s c a t a s t r o p h i c event had 
i n p r o v i d i n g the c a t a l y s t that brought about the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
Bonny Dam a f t e r many years of dreaming, wishing, and t r y i n g 
i n e f f e c t u a l modes of water c o n t r o l . But the booklet makes no 
reference to the o r i g i n of the name. 

"When a new B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e was dedicated i n 1959, a 
h i s t o r y of t h i s post o f f i c e 4 a c c r e d i t e d t o Dale E. P r a l l e 5 

s t a t e d t h a t "Bonny was l i s t e d f i r s t among the names of nine 
o f f i c e s once s u p p l i e d t h e i r m a il by B u r l i n g t o n . Other o f f i c e s 

1 See a b s t r a c t below 
2 Synopsis of E a r l y . . . 
3 Swanfeldt, Andrew. Crossword P u z z l e D i c t i o n a r y . 3rd ed. 

Thomas Y. Crowell Co. N.Y. 1967 
4 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . p. 58. In a l e t t e r dated September 4, 

1994 Mr. P r a l l e s t a t e d that he was not the author of any such book 
and knew of no such t i t l e . E s t i e Carter l o c a t e d what the e d i t o r s 
b e l i e v e to be the r e a l source of t h i s quote, " B u r l i n g t o n Post 
O f f i c e Has C o l o r f u l Past", by Gould, from the B u r l i n g t o n Record of 
A p r i l 16, 1953. See a l s o " B i t s of H i s t o r y . . . " , by Bonny Gould. 

5 See " B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e . . . " and P r a l l e [Letter] 8/4/1994 
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l i s t e d i n t h i s mysterious source were B e l o i t , Cole, Hale, Hermes, 
Morford, Newton, W a l l e t t , and Yale. How long Bonny remained a 
post o f f i c e i s debatable 1 but h i s f a m i l y knows that Charles 
Barnhart bought the stor e there and handled the p o s t o f f i c e d u t i e s 
a l s o f o r about two years. 

"So re g a r d l e s s of how the name was chosen and l o g i c a l as 
t h i s choice f o r the s i t e seems to be, a l l who frequent the now 
w e l l - l o v e d r e c r e a t i o n a l s e t t i n g would say that the name was w e l l 
chosen. "Bonny" means a t t r a c t i v e , c h e e r f u l , pleasant, h e a l t h f u l , 
p l e a s i n g to the eye. A l l of these and more are the background of 
f e e l i n g s a day at "Bonny" brings f o r t h . So most v i s i t o r s would 
a c c l a i m the choice of that name, and r e j o i c e i n the wisdom of 
those who chose the name f o r the d e l i g h t f u l r e c r e a t i o n a l area 
which i s not i n K i t Carson County but c e r t a i n l y c o n t r i b u t e s very 
much t o l i f e i n the area. 

Dorothy Smith" 

The people who planned and b u i l t the dam have the h i s t o r y of 
the name "Bonny" c l e a r l y s t a t e d i n t h e i r p r o j e c t p u b l i c a t i o n s 2 . 
Bonny Gould h e r s e l f wrote an a r t i c l e c l a r i f y i n g how the name was 
chosen e n t i t l e d , " B i t s of H i s t o r y Involved In Naming of Bonny 
Dam, by Bonny Gould 3." I t inc l u d e s the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of 
the naming of the dam. 

"In answer to a recent query i n "Action L i n e , " a Rocky-
Mountain News f e a t u r e , q u i t e a few f a c t s now come t o l i g h t 
concerning the naming of Bonny Dam. In connection w i t h the name 
search, there are a l s o b i t s of h i s t o r y not p r e v i o u s l y t o l d and 
very p o s s i b l y nothing has been w r i t t e n on the subject f o r the 
past 18 years. 

"Old Timers know that there was a town c a l l e d Bonny. An 
i n q u i r y to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation e l i c i t s the f a c t that 
t h i s once contained 110 persons. The settlement was l o c a t e d 
about f i v e m i l e s southeast of the present s i t e , which i s about 25 
mile s n o r t h of B u r l i n g t o n . Reclamation Regional D i r e c t o r James 
Ingels h e l p f u l l y sends the above information. 

"Back i n June of 1952, when the d e d i c a t i o n and the s t o r y of 
the great f l o o d of 1935 were w r i t t e n , e v i d e n t l y nobody thought to 
ask the o r i g i n of the name. In 1959, when the new B u r l i n g t o n 
post o f f i c e was dedicated, a h i s t o r y was w r i t t e n , and Postmaster 
Dale P r a l l e p o i n t s out that Bonny was l i s t e d f i r s t of nine post 
o f f i c e s to which B u r l i n g t o n s u p p l i e d m a i l . The others were 
Newton, Morford, W a l l e t t , Yale, Hale, Hermes, B e l o i t and Cole. 
One of the e a r l y c a r r i e r s to these o u t l y i n g hamlets had an 

1 The a c t u a l dates are, June 3, 1915 to February 29, 1924. 
2 See " H i s t o r y and A u t h o r i z a t i o n " , above 
3 By Bonny Gould, appeared i n The B u r l i n g t o n Record Sept. 24, 
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enclosed buggy p a i n t e d white, w i t h the words, "U.S. Male," 
p a i n t e d on the s i d e s i n red l e t t e r s . 

"Bonny's our o l d farmstead,' says I r a Barnhart, who works 
now f o r the c i t y of B u r l i n g t o n . His f a t h e r , the l a t e Charles 
Barnhart 1, bought the st o r e and took over the p o s t a l o b l i g a t i o n , 
running i t f o r about two years. A request to the postmaster 
general i s r e s u l t i n g i n a search f o r dates which are to be 
forwarded e v e n t u a l l y from the s o c i a l and economic branch of the 
n a t i o n a l a r c h i v e s . I f t h i s comes, the d u r a t i o n of Bonny's post 
o f f i c e w i l l be known. Mr. Barnhart remembers that the name was 
s t i l l Bonny a l l the time they d i s t r i b u t e d the m a i l . Among other 
s u p p l i e s , t h e i r s t o r e a l s o d i s t r i b u t e d g a s o l i n e and kerosene i n 
cans, brought i n a tank t r u c k from B u r l i n g t o n s i n c e the s c a r c i t y 
of automobiles d i d not yet warrant the i n s t a l l a t i o n of pumps... 

"Many s i t e s were considered. Only a very few people ever 
knew that when the Bureau of Reclamation began t r y i n g t o f i n d out 
where to put a f l o o d c o n t r o l and i r r i g a t i o n r e s e r v o i r , they 
considered seven d i f f e r e n t s i t e s . They were searching f o r a 
place where water would c o l l e c t w i t h a t o t a l c a p a c i t y of 175,000 
acre f e e t , agreeable to Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska. For one 
reason and another, a l l s i t e s were di s c a r d e d excepting the Bonny 
l o c a t i o n . Such designated surveys as Landsman Creek, Sand Creek, 
Nameless Creek No. 1 and No. 2, Hale S i t e and Cheyenne V a l l e y 
having been found not to have the c a p a c i t y t o i r r i g a t e over 
11,000 acres at l e a s t that the crops of engineers planned f o r 
Bonny... 

"Now 35 years l a t e r . . . Bonny's happiness resources have 
remained solace and far-removed from wars, r i o t s and p o l l u t i o n 
a l l these years. Generations yet to come are sure t o have the 
f o r e s i g h t to preserve t h i s grassy land of beauty and o p p o r t u n i t y . 
In f a c t , t h e i r increased knowledge can be ever-improving. I 
surmise that t h e i r courage w i l l be no l e s s than that of the brave 
souls of y e s t e r y e a r , whose problems, though d i f f e r e n t , may have 
been e a s i e r to r e s o l v e than some yet to come Isaac Bonny's o l d 
namesake 2 - long may she wave!3" 

The Flood of 1935 
The author's name i s sometimes seen as Bonnie, as i s the 

post o f f i c e name o c c a s i o n a l l y . Bonny Gaunt Gould a l s o wrote the 
account of the f l o o d seen i n the H i s t o r y o f K i t C a r s o n . . . pp.43-
46. The Department of the I n t e r i o r a l s o has p r i n t e d accounts of 
the f l o o d 4 . An a b s t r a c t of t h e i r most important one f o l l o w s 
Bonny Gould's account. 

1 Note s p e l l i n g here 
2 Bonny Gould knew the source of the name, "Bonny Dam". 
3 " B i t s of H i s t o r y Involved i n Naming of Bonny Dam. By Gould" 
4 Follansbee. 
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"The Great Flood of 1935 
As we of t h i s area p a r t i c i p a t e i n the d e d i c a t i o n of t h i s 

modern wonder, Bonny Dam, and share with each other the f e e l i n g 
of a great work w e l l done, the minds of many hark back to a l e s s 
p r o p i t i o u s time - to the dread Memorial Day f l o o d of 1935. On 
th a t n i g h t occurred a d i s a s t e r that d i d more than anything to 
focus a t t e n t i o n on the need of such s t r u c t u r e s as Bonny Dam, and 
th a t marked the r e a l beginning of l a r g e - s c a l e f l o o d c o n t r o l i n 
the western United States. We honor, and r i g h t l y , the men and 
women who l o s t t h e i r l i v e s i n our wars, but we should honor no 
l e s s the men and women who were taken i n the t e r r i b l e waters of 
the n i g h t of May 30, 1935. There were more than 100 of them, and 
by t h e i r deaths and by the property d e s t r u c t i o n wrought that 
n i g h t , the leaders of our n a t i o n were spurred to a c t i o n , l e a d i n g 
to the b u i l d i n g of such f l o o d - c o n t r o l s t r u c t u r e s as Bonny Dam. 

"Fourteen M i l l i o n Damage The f a c t s of the unprecedented 
downpour and f l o o d s of that Memorial Day are contained i n a 
Government rep o r t issued l a t e r . But c o l d f a c t s cannot begin to 
d e s c r i b e the t e r r o r of that time f o r those l i v i n g along the 
water-courses of the s t r i c k e n area, nor do the f i g u r e s of 
$14,000,000.00 given f o r property damage begin to express the 
r e a l l o s s e s that s t r e t c h e d over a l l the years s i n c e , as 
represented by sand-covered f i e l d s and r i c h t o p s o i l c a r r i e d away 
to the sea. 

"Dust Clouds - Rain Clouds A s e r i e s of dry years, beginning 
i n the l a t e 1920's, culminated i n the d r i e s t - o f - a l l years, 1934, 
when l e s s than a f i v e - i n c h t o t a l was recorded i n much of the 
Great P l a i n s area. The "Black B l i z z a r d s " of the Dust Bowl days 
darkened the s k i e s at midday. The year 1935 began no l e s s 
ominously. Up to the f i r s t of May l i t t l e moisture had f a l l e n . 
Then began three weeks of almost unceasing r a i n s . The ground was 
soaked and county roads were l i k e bogs. About May 25 the r a i n s 
stopped. Up to the afternoon of May 30, m i l d and sunny days 
p r e v a i l e d . Memorial s e r v i c e s were held under auspicious weather 
c o n d i t i o n s , although i n a few places l i g h t afternoon showers 
occurred. 

"Towards evening, dwellers i n the t r i - c o r n e r of Colorado, 
Kansas and Nebraska described heavy cloud banks i n the northeast. 
S i m i l a r l y i n the l o c a l i t y where Colorado and i t s three southern 
neighbors meet, thunder heads were observed at dusk, away to the 
southwest. 

"Two Giants Meeting How l i t t l e those who i d l y n o t i c e d the 
c l o u d banks r e a l i z e d j u s t what was t a k i n g p l a c e ! For three days 
a tremendous low pressure area had been developing along the 
Canadian border and moving eastward towards the Great Lakes. In 
l i k e manner, a storm center had been generated i n lower 
C a l i f o r n i a and Arizona and was moving eastward i n t o New Mexico. 
During the forenoon of May 29, the storm-center nearing the Great 
Lakes suddenly h a l t e d , changed course and began moving at 
a c c e l e r a t e d speed to the southeast. I t was as i f the two storm 
f o c i , l i k e two huge angry g i a n t s , had suddenly s i g h t e d each other 
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and h a l t i n g , moved forward t o do b a t t l e . By evening of May 30, 
the one storm center was over C e n t r a l Nebraska w h i l e the other' 
was at the Southern Colorado border. The stage was set f o r the 
most t e r r i f y i n g c l a s h of opposing a e r i a l f o r c e s ever seen i n t h i s 
country! The center of that stage was a spot j u s t w i t h i n the 
Colorado border, an area i n northeast Colorado, between the 
Republican R i v e r and the A r i c k a r e e , where those streams cross the 
s t a t e l i n e . There, was the focus of the low-pressure area and 
there, the two opposing storms met. From that w h i r l i n g v o r t e x 
the tempest spread i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s f o r perhaps 150 m i l e s . 

"Cataclysm and Earth Tremors At the f o c a l p o i n t of the 
cloudburst, twenty-four inches of water f e l l , and most of i t i n 
the f o r t y minutes of the storm's greatest f u r y . F i f t y m i l e s away 
i n the same p e r i o d of l e s s than an hour saw as much as twelve 
inches of r a i n f a l l . I t staggers the imagination t o p i c t u r e two 
fe e t of water being l a i d down over h i l l and v a l l e y i n l e s s than 
an hour. The downpour was accompanied by the most incessant and 
v i v i d l i g h t n i n g , while the e a r t h shook w i t h the c o n t i n u a l r o l l of 
thunder. Over most of the area the height of the storm came 
between 7:30 and 9:00 p.m., although i t was a few hours l a t e r 
t hat the sweeping waters reached the area around what i s now 
Bonny Dam. People huddled t e r r i f i e d i n such groups as c o u l d get 
together. At the height of the cataclysm i n the western p a r t of 
K i t Carson County, Colorado, s e v e r a l e a r t h tremors were 
d i s t i n c t l y f e l t . None t r i e d t o reason t h i s out nor t o account 
f o r i t at the time, but the e x p l a n a t i o n , or at l e a s t the r e s u l t , 
was shown l a t e r . 

"Searchers P i c t u r e the Deaths At l a s t the r a i n s e t t l e d ' t o a 
m i l d d r i z z l e . By midnight most of the f u r y of the elements was 
spent. The day dawned c l e a r , w i t h f l e e c y clouds overhead and low 
v a l l e y s wrapped i n feathery fog. By 10:00 a.m. the wind came up 
and from the r a p i d l y d r y i n g surface of the ground, dust was 
whipped up i n a few places to form miniature but growing "black 
b l i z z a r d s . " 

"But what a scene of havoc and death greeted the eyes of the 
thousands of searchers who were out at daybreak along the v a l l e y s 
of the r i v e r and creeks. Word had spread that many who had 
r e t i r e d e a r l y had been caught by the rushing w a l l s of the water 
that swept down the u s u a l l y dry creeks and r i v e r beds, and 
c a r r i e d away to d i e , i n a hopeless b a t t l e against the i c y waters, 
i n darkness and alone. Scores of houses i n the lower v a l l e y s had 
been q u i c k l y toppled from t h e i r foundations. S u r v i v o r s who had 
escaped and fought t h e i r way t o shore t o l d t a l e s of unimaginable 
h o r r o r . Many, who had clung t o d e b r i s , t o b u i l d i n g s or t o t r e e s 
through the long n i g h t , had, when d a y l i g h t came, found themselves 
surrounded by animals dead and dying. Often human beings were 
hard put t o hold t h e i r places of s a f e t y against the approach of 
d e s p e r a t e l y swimming animals and snakes. For, s t r u g g l i n g i n the 
f r i g i d f l o o d , t r y i n g to avoid the d e b r i s of houses, fences, 
t r e e s , hay and f l o a t i n g animals, the v i c t i m s faced the added 
danger of venomous r a t t l e s n a k e s , c o r a l snakes and other v i p e r s . 
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"The P r e h i s t o r i c F o s s i l s Exposed Hay meadows that had been 
warm and green i n the May sunshine were now only desolate patches 
of hot and g l i s t e n i n g sand. The channels of streams had been 
a l t e r e d ; huge bowls t o r n i n the r i v e r s ' beds revealed the bones 
of beasts that dwelt on t h i s e a r t h ages before the coming of man. 
A s i n g l e l e g bone measured nine f e e t , while a tooth from some 
p r e h i s t o r i c monster was found to weigh twenty-seven pounds. 

"The deluge that drowned thousands of jack r a b b i t s and b i r d s 
on the p l a i n s a l s o washed away m i l l i o n s of cubic yards of the 
r i c h t o p s o i l r e q u i r i n g countless thousands of years to b u i l d up. 
Hundreds upon hundreds of o l d Indian camps were brought to l i g h t , 
and i t was revealed that at one time t h i s country had been 
covered by dense and huge timber. 

"The E a r t h Yawned Those who had b e l i e v e d they f e l t the 
e a r t h tremble at the height of the storm had ample proof of t h e i r 
b e l i e f . A l l over the northwestern part of K i t Carson County and 
that p a r t of southern Washington County huge cracks had been 
opened, l e a d i n g i n t o the bowels of the earth. Some of these 
cracks, extending f o r m i l e s , were as much as s i x f e e t across, and 
i n them, hundreds of feet below the surface,the r o a r of rushing 
water c o u l d be heard f o r days. Wind and farming operations have 
f i l l e d the upper p a r t s or o b l i t e r a t e d these c r e v i c e s s i n c e , but 
there are p l e n t y of c r e d i t a b l e witnesses to t e s t i f y t o t h e i r 
r e a l i t y . An earthquake? Well, w i t h nature i n such a convulsion, 
i s i t t o be doubted? 

"No More Floods L i k e This The storm was one of the major 
d i s a s t e r s i n America's western h i s t o r y . More than 100 l i v e s 
l o s t , and the l o s s i n farm and town property, highway, and 
r a i l r o a d bridges and roadbeds was estimated c o n s e r v a t i v e l y at the 
fourteen m i l l i o n d o l l a r f i g u r e . No one could guess nor c a l c u l a t e 
the l o s s caused by depleted s o i l ; people had been made homeless 
and a l l the other products of t h i s t r a g i c c l a s h of the elements. 
R i v e r s more i n name than i n f a c t , that u s u a l l y were dry water­
courses, ran a mile wide and twenty f e e t deep, c a r r y i n g a wealth 
of p r o p e r t y and t o p s o i l i n t o the sea. 

"To most of us, Bonny Dam, and the many s i m i l a r dams a l l 
over t h i s p l a i n s country, are places of beauty, of r e s t and 
r e c r e a t i o n . But back of a l l t h i s l i e s the comforting thought 
that should there come such another f l o o d , or even any of the 
many tha t occur each year i n l e s s e r v i o l e n c e , t h i s dam stands as 
a bulwark of s a f e t y . 

"Augmented by the p r a c t i c e s of s o i l e rosion prevention of 
the community and i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l , such s t r u c t u r e s guarantee us 
against another l i k e d i s a s t e r as that of the memorable nigh t of 
May 30, 1935. For Bonny Dam indeed makes p o s s i b l e the slogan: 
P r e s e r v a t i o n of the s o i l saves death and l o s s and t o i l 1 . " 

Bonny Gould 

1 Bonny Dam Dedication...p. 20 
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"Flood on the Republican and Kansas R i v e r s 
May and June 193 5 

Robert Follansbee and J.B. S p i e g e l 

A b s t r a c t 
"An u n u s u a l l y heavy storm of cloudburst i n t e n s i t y i n ea s t e r n 

Colorado and western Nebraska during the night of May 30-31, 
1935, which f o l l o w e d two periods of general r a i n f a l l over the 
Republican-Kansas R i v e r Basin e a r l i e r i n the month, produced the 
greatest f l o o d of record i n the upper part of t h i s b a s i n and a 
f l o o d n e a r l y as great as any p r e v i o u s l y recorded on the lower 
part of the ba s i n below J u n c t i o n C i t y , Kans. 

"The area of heaviest r a i n f a l l contained no p r e c i p i t a t i o n 
s t a t i o n s of the United States Weather Bureau, but records 
obtained by l o c a l r e s i d e n t s who measured the r a i n f a l l i n 
miscellaneous r e c e p t a c l e s i n d i c a t e that the p r e c i p i t a t i o n was 18 
to 24 inches at some places i n the upper part of the Republican-
Kansas R i v e r Basin during the night of May 30-31. During the 
p e r i o d May 26 to June 2 the storm extended over the g r e a t e r p a r t 
of the b a s i n , causing l o c a l f l o o d s on many r i v e r s i n Nebraska and 
Kansas. 

"The South Fork of the Republican R i v e r and the A r i c k a r e e 
R i v e r were the p r i n c i p a l sources of the f l o o d and had the highest 
c r e s t discharges i n second-feet per square mile of any r i v e r s i n 
the b a s i n , the c r e s t discharge of the South Fork of the 
Republican R i v e r at Newton, Colo., being about 103,000 second-
feet or 81.2 second-feet per square mi l e of drainage area. The 
c r e s t discharge i n second-feet continued to increase as the f l o o d 
passed down the r i v e r u n t i l a maximum discharge of about 280,000 
second-feet occurred between Cambridge and Arapahoe, Nebr. Below 
t h i s p o i n t the e f f e c t s of channel and f l o o d - p l a i n c a p a c i t y i n 
reducing the c r e s t discharge were s u f f i c i e n t t o o f f s e t the i n f l o w 
from t r i b u t a r y streams, so that there was a f l a t t e n i n g of the 
f l o o d c r e s t and a gradual r e d u c t i o n i n the magnitude of the c r e s t 
discharge t o 170,000 second-feet at Ogden, Kans., and 120,000 
second-feet at the mouth of the Kansas R i v e r at Kansas C i t y , 
Kans. 

"The l o s s of l i f e was greatest i n the upper p a r t s of the 
v a l l e y i n Colorado and Nebraska, where the f l o o d occurred at 
nig h t . A t o t a l of 110 l i v e s were l o s t . The l o s s of l i v e s t o c k 
was 20,593. More than 275,000 acres of farm land were damaged, 
most of which contained growing crops or hay. Several hundred 
miles of highways and r a i l r o a d s were destroyed or damaged, a l s o 
515 highway bridges and many r a i l r o a d b r i d g e s . The number of 
homes destroyed or damaged was very l a r g e , e s p e c i a l l y i n the 
upper p a r t of the v a l l e y , where the water rose to unprecedented 
heights. In Kansas 1,4 85 homes and 1,552 b u i l d i n g s other than 
homes were flooded. 

"The r i v e r measurement s t a t i o n s maintained by the G e o l o g i c a l 
Survey and cooperating p a r t i e s i n Nebraska and Kansas were i n 
opera t i o n throughout the p e r i o d of the f l o o d w i t h the exc e p t i o n 
of f i v e s t a t i o n s that were destroyed or rendered i n o p e r a t i v e . 
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Determinations of discharge at these 5 s t a t i o n s were made from 
f l o o d marks and data obtained by observers. In a d d i t i o n t o 
in f o r m a t i o n regarding maximum discharges at s t a t i o n s on the 
Republican and Kansas Rivers during the f l o o d of May and June 
193 5, contained elsewhere i n t h i s report, the mean d a i l y 
discharge f o r t h i s p e r i o d f o r 32 s t a t i o n s i n the Republican-
Kansas R i v e r Basin i s given i n the t a b l e s . 

" I t appears that other f l o o d s , e s p e c i a l l y that of May and 
June 1903, have been greater than that of May and June 1935 f o r 
the Kansas R i v e r below J u n c t i o n C i t y , although the f l o o d of 193 5 
was the gre a t e s t f l o o d that had occurred i n the upper p a r t of the 
Republican-Kansas R i v e r Basin during the p e r i o d of h i s t o r i c a l 
r ecord. The f l o o d that occurred i n the s p r i n g of 1844 apparently 
exceeded the f l o o d of 1903 i n the lower p a r t of the ba s i n and i s 
b e l i e v e d to be the maximum f l o o d of record on the Kansas R i v e r , 
although no d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e as to i t s height or 
magnitude 1. " 

* * * 

This undated map from A c t i o n on the P l a i n s 2 , shows t h i s 
Yuma, K i t Carson area when Arapahoe County s t i l l extended to the 
Kansas border between Yuma and K i t Carson Counties. Bonny i s #31. 
Hale i s #29. Mo r r i s i s not shown here. 

1 Follansbee. p. 21 
2 Page 199 
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Dedication Program 
The "Dedication Cover" had a large 8 X 10 in c h p i c t u r e of 

Bonny Dam upon which was p r i n t e d , "Bonny Dam,", then underneath 
i n l a r g e l e t t e r s , "Dedication." The bottom of the page showed 
the " P r i c e $1.00, Hale, Colorado - at Bonny Reserv o i r , June 1, 
1952." 

Again, the general format of the o r i g i n a l i s maintained as 
much as p o s s i b l e . The f i r s t page was the "Table of Contents" 
which i s reproduced below completely. A few a r t i c l e s w i l l be 
inc l u d e d here and or mentioned. The Bank of B u r l i n g t o n had some 
copies, and donated one f o r use wi t h t h i s Bonny book. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ARTICLES Page 
De d i c a t i o n (of dam) - Bonny Gould 1 

In A p p r e c i a t i o n - H.M. Hayes, M.D 5 

Bonny Dam, A Bargain - N. Beth Woodin 8 

Republican R i v e r Drainage Basin - H.M. Hayes, M.D 12 

Pro t e c t the S o i l - L a r r y Short 17 

H i s t o r y of St. F r a n c i s , Kansas - Ruth L. Pe s t l e t h w a i t e ..19 

The Great Flood - Bonny Gould 2 0 

We Walk at the Side of Our Men - N e l l Hayes 27 

The B a t t l e of Beecher's I s l a n d 28 

Horned Rabbit 1 31 

Program (events for) Dedica t i o n 33 

Essay Contest - A l i c e Barnhart 37 

Hale S o i l Conservation D i s t r i c t - Mrs. Leo D e v l i n 38 

Queens and A l t e r n a t e s 41 

Colorado State Game and F i s h Dept 42 

Goodland L i v e s Up to I t s Name - Rose McCants 45 

Isaac Walton League 47 

1 See a l s o "Horned Rabbit K i l l e d at Dam" 
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C i t y of Wray - Leo M. Simpson 51 

Essay Contest Winners 54 

Prize-Winning Slogan 57 

Committees 64 

"LETTERS - PHOTOGRAPHED 

Ed. C. Johnson - U.S. Senator from Colorado 7 
Eugene D. M i l l i k i n - U.S. Senator from Colorado 11 
W i l l i a m S. H i l l - Representative 2nd D i s t . Colorado 13 
Dan Thornton - Governor of Colorado 23 
Edward F. A m - Governor of Kansas 25 
C.L. Mutch - Con s t r u c t i o n Engineer Bonny Dam 35 1 

"The horned r a b b i t and Bonny Dam became u n i t e d i n the Bonny 
research. Indeed s e v e r a l such s e r e n d i p i t o u s events s u r p r i s e d the 
e d i t o r s . E s t i e C arter f u r n i s h e d mountains of Bonny m a t e r i a l s , 
and a l s o "horned r a b b i t items. A l e t t e r from W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) 
Bonny, Velma's brother, appeared at McCook, Nebraska. This l e t t e r 
r e v e aled h i s Greeley home was three doors from your e d i t o r ' s 
home. 

"The post card from Ike [1865] t o h i s niece , Bertha Camp was 
found at the Old Town Museum. A h i s t o r i a n from the F i e l d Museum 
of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Chicago, I l l i n o i s , Ken Grabowski, has been 
re s e a r c h i n g e a r l y t o i l e t s and Thomas Crapper w i t h one of the 
e d i t o r s . These horned r a b b i t m a t e r i a l s were u s e f u l to Mr. 
Grabowski i n another study, on the Jackalope o r i g i n s . " 

"Bonny Dam - A Bargain 
By N. Beth Woodin 

"This i s the s t o r y of a bargain - the s t o r y of how four 
m i l l i o n d o l l a r s and a year and a h a l f of time were saved i n 
b u i l d i n g a dam f o r the people of the United S t a t e s . 

"Bonny Dam, l o c a t e d on the South Fork of the Republican 
R i v e r near the l i t t l e town of Hale, Colo., was completed and 
accepted by the Bureau of Reclamation on May 4, 1951, 521 days 
ahead of schedule, at a cost of $13,000,000. The estimated cost 
p r i o r t o the opening of bi d s was $17,047,000. 

"Much of the c r e d i t f o r t h i s phenomenal accomplishment i s 
due the p r i n c i p a l c o n t r a c t o r , the Utah C o n s t r u c t i o n Company of 
San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f . , w i t h i t s s t a f f of h i g h l y e f f i c i e n t , 
e n e r g e t i c , and r e s o u r c e f u l key personnel. During the f i r s t f u l l 
year (1949) of c o n s t r u c t i o n , the Utah C o n s t r u c t i o n Company 
accomplished 43 percent of the contract work on what was 
scheduled to be a 4-year job. In so doing, they e s t a b l i s h e d 

1 Bonny Daw D e d i c a t i o n , p. 3 
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s e v e r a l new records f o r e a r t h work on Bureau of Reclamation 
p r o j e c t s , excavating over 1,000,000 cubic yards of m a t e r i a l a 
month f o r f o u r consecutive months, w i t h a maximum of 1,334,000 
cubic yards i n November, and p l a c i n g over 1,043,000 cubic yards 
of embankment m a t e r i a l the same month. 

"There were two p r i n c i p a l reasons f o r the saving a c c r u i n g to 
the United States i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bonny Dam. One was the 
unique methods developed by the c o n t r a c t o r which enabled him to 
submit an extremely favorable b i d f o r the job. The other was 
t h a t the completion of the work almost a year and a h a l f ahead of 
schedule s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduced the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e cost t o the 
Government. 

"Bonny Dam, the p r i n c i p a l feature of the St. F r a n c i s Unit of 
the M i s s o u r i R i v e r Basin p r o j e c t , i s s i t u a t e d about s i x m i l e s 
west of the Colorado-Kansas State l i n e . I t was designed by the 
Bureau as a multiple-purpose s t r u c t u r e p r o v i d i n g f o r i r r i g a t i o n , 
f l o o d c o n t r o l , s i l t storage, and other b e n e f i t s . Although the 
i r r i g a t i o n phase of the p r o j e c t was determined to be i n c o n f l i c t 
w i t h e x i s t i n g agreements between the States of Colorado, Kansas, 
and Nebraska covering the d i s t r i b u t i o n and u t i l i z a t i o n of the 
water of the Republican R i v e r and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s , Congress 
appro p r i a t e d funds i n 1948 f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bonny Dam 
p r i m a r i l y f o r f l o o d c o n t r o l . Studies are now e s s e n t i a l l y 
completed to determine the most p r a c t i c a b l e plan f o r development 
of the i r r i g a t i o n p o t e n t i a l i t i e s without v i o l a t i n g e x i s t i n g 
agreements between the three States. 

"Storage of the runoff of the South Fork of the Republican 
R i v e r i n Bonny Reservoir w i l l u l t i m a t e l y provide i r r i g a t i o n f o r 
7,000 acres, of which 5,200 acres w i l l be i n Colorado, and 1,800 
i n Kansas. The major p o r t i o n of the area to be i r r i g a t e d i n 
Colorado i s l o c a t e d on a high t e r r a c e and w i l l r e q u i r e a pump 
l i f t of about 150 f e e t to d i v e r t water to these lands. The lands 
to be i r r i g a t e d i n Kansas, however, w i l l be mainly v a l l e y lands 
than can be reached w i t h a g r a v i t y flow canal. 

"Bonny Dam i s s i t u a t e d i n a semi-arid region of the Great 
P l a i n s normally d e f i c i e n t i n p r e c i p i t a t i o n and subject to 
r e c u r r i n g drought and hot, dry summer winds. The area i s a l s o 
subject to o c c a s i o n a l storms of great i n t e n s i t y which transform 
i t s normally quiescent streams i n t o raging t o r r e n t s of 
d e s t r u c t i o n . Of the 175,000 acre - f e e t of storage c a p a c i t y i n the 
r e s e r v o i r , 132,000 are a l l o c a t e d to f l o o d c o n t r o l , w i t h the 
remaining 43,000 reserved f o r i r r i g a t i o n and s i l t r e t e n t i o n . 

"The dam i s a r o l l e d e a r t h - f i l l s t r u c t u r e r i s i n g 128 f e e t 
above the r i v e r bed. I t i s approximately 3,2 00 feet long and 
over 8,554,000 cubic yards of embankment m a t e r i a l were used i n 
i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . A roadway 3 0 feet wide was constructed along 
the dam c r e s t , w i t h a bridge spanning the concrete s p i l l w a y 
opening at the north abutment. Rock r i p r a p was used f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of the upstream face of the dam, and the downstream 
slope was p r o t e c t e d by seeding the embankment with a mixture of 
c r e s t e d and western wheatgrass, b i e n n i a l yellow sweet c l o v e r , and 
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b a r l e y . A g r a v e l - s u r f a c e d road three miles long was con s t r u c t e d 
to provide access to the dam from the north. 

"Bonny Dam was s e l e c t e d by the Bureau as the s i t e of an 
upstream embankment p r o t e c t i o n experiment designed t o lower c o s t s 
f o r t h i s type of work. A t e s t embankment s e c t i o n was co n s t r u c t e d 
on the south shore of the r e s e r v o i r about tw o - t h i r d s of a mi l e 
upstream from the dam. Because of the high cost of rock s u i t a b l e 
f o r r i p r a p o r d i n a r i l y used i n upstream embankment p r o t e c t i o n , 
Bureau engineers had been experimenting f o r over two years w i t h a 
number of s u b s t i t u t e s f o r rock. The r e s u l t s of t h i s research 
i n d i c a t e d that the two most promising m a t e r i a l s were standard 
(compacted) soil-cement and hot-mix a s p h a l t i c - c o n c r e t e . These 
m a t e r i a l s were used i n the t e s t s e c t i o n . I t i s too e a r l y at t h i s 
date t o p r e d i c t the success of the experiment; i t w i l l take years 
of exposure t o f r e e z i n g and thawing, wind and wave a c t i o n , and 
other adverse c o n d i t i o n s before i t s success can be determined. 

"Reservoir c l e a r i n g operations were completed i n A p r i l 1950 
and storage of water i n the r e s e r v o i r was begun i n J u l y of t h a t 
year. The r e s e r v o i r now forms a lake more than three m i l e s long 
and a mile wide and covers 1,62 0 acres. I t has a s h o r e l i n e of 
10 1/2 m i l e s . When the lake i s f i l l e d t o normal c a p a c i t y , i t 
w i l l be about 3 1/2 miles long and 1 1/4 mil e s wide and w i l l 
cover 2.042 acres. The s h o r e l i n e w i l l be 14 mil e s and the lake 
w i l l be about 55 fee t deep at i t s deepest p o i n t . 

"Bonny R e s e r v o i r i s 75 miles from the nearest body of water 
of comparable s i z e , and i t i s expected that the area w i l l be used 
e x t e n s i v e l y f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l purposes. Approximately 27,000 
people l i v e w i t h i n the area the r e s e r v o i r i s expected to serve. 
Already l a r g e f l o c k s of ducks and geese have stopped at the 
r e s e r v o i r i n the f a l l and s p r i n g , and the area g i v e s evidence of 
becoming a hunter's paradise. R e c r e a t i o n a l and w i l d l i f e 
development i s under way and a d d i t i o n a l work i s planned f o r the 
fu t u r e . A swimming beach and a boat launching ramp have been 
completed, and access roads to the p u b l i c r e c r e a t i o n a l area have 
been graveled. Trees and shrubs have been p l a n t e d i n the 
r e c r e a t i o n a l area and s e e d l i n g t r e e s i n the s i t e s s e l e c t e d f o r 
w i l d l i f e h a b i t a t development. C o n s t r u c t i o n of f a c i l i t i e s f o r the 
p u b l i c r e c r e a t i o n a l area were completed i n December 1951. The 
Colorado State Game and F i s h Department has stocked the r e s e r v o i r 
w i t h about 100,000 f i s h , p r i n c i p a l l y b l u e g i l l s , bass, and drum. 

"A memorandum of understanding between the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the F i s h and W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e , and the N a t i o n a l park 
S e r v i c e of the Department of the I n t e r i o r and the Colorado S t a t e 
Game and F i s h Department i s being negotiated, under the terms of 
which the land and water surface of the r e s e r v o i r area w i l l be 
administered, operated, and maintained by the Colorado Game 
Department. Operation of the r e s e r v o i r area by the Game 
Department w i l l s t a r t i n the s p r i n g of 1952. This w i l l be the 
f i r s t area i n the M i s s o u r i R i v e r Basin on which such a 
coordinated r e s e r v o i r management p l a n has been developed and an 
agreement has been worked out whereby a State game commission has 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l over the management of the land and water-
surface area of an e n t i r e f e d e r a l l y owned r e s e r v o i r . 

_ "Under the terms of the memorandum of understanding and a 
s p e c i f i c l ease, the Colorado Game Department w i l l a dminister the 
r e c r e a t i o n a l area, the p r i v a t e cabin s i t e area, the organized 
cl u b camp area, and a l l a g r i c u l t u r a l and gr a z i n g lands i n the 
r e s e r v o i r area. A l s o under the terms of the agreement, the Game 
Department i s charged w i t h the enforcement of Federal and State 
game and f i s h laws i n the area. Cleland N. Feast, d i r e c t o r , 
Colorado State Game and F i s h Department, 153 0 Sherman S t r e e t , 
Denver, Colo., and Robert Poley, W i l d l i f e Technician, Bonny Dam, 
B u r l i n g t o n , Colo., can be contacted regarding any phase of the 
management of the r e s e r v o i r area 1, 2." 

"We Walk at the Side of Our Men 
By N e l l Hayes 

Past President, B u r l i n g t o n Women's Club 

"In the beginning God created Man, then Woman to walk at h i s 
s i d e . He endowed her w i t h a sense of l o y a l t y , f i d e l i t y , and the 
n a t u r a l i n s t i n c t (sometimes r e f e r r e d to as 'woman's i n t u i t i o n ) , 
which warned her of approaching danger so that she might defend 
and p r o t e c t her f a m i l y . ' This h e r i t a g e has been t r a n s m i t t e d , 
unimpaired through the ages, and forms the b a s i s f o r the 
determination possessed by our pioneer f o r b e a r e r s , who braved 
many hardships and p r i v a t i o n s i n order t o be at the si d e of t h e i r 
men i n the e a r l y developments of our great n a t i o n . 

"Today, the Modern Woman, having no f u r t h e r t e r r i t o r i a l 
f r o n t i e r s to conquer, but s t i l l imbued w i t h the same 
determination t o do her p a r t , has turned to other f i e l d s of 
endeavor - s t r i v i n g now not only on a n a t i o n a l b a s i s but on an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l as w e l l i n her d r i v e f o r world progress. In 
order to e x e r c i s e t h i s inborn s p i r i t of progress to i t s f u l l e s t 
measure, she looks to p o o l i n g her e f f o r t s w i t h other women where 
w i t h i n the same flame burns. 

"Wherever American women are found - be i t on the sm a l l e s t 
i s l a n d i n the f a r t h e s t corner of the ea r t h or be i t the world's 
l a r g e s t metropolis - they are bound to organize a group through 
which they may y i e l d i n f l u e n c e toward a s p e c i f i c purpose. 

"Club women a l l over the world, r e g a r d l e s s of race, c o l o r , 
or creed, d i f f e r only i n custom and habit - never i n purpose, ' i n 
t h e i r hearts they a l l bear the same code: to preserve a l l that 
i s near and dear to them; to keep the f a m i l y u n i t whole and 
strong, whatever the p r i c e may be. This common bond among a l l 
women br i n g s on a great d e s i r e to end a l l Man's attempts t o 
destroy himself through hate that e v e n t u a l l y ends i n war. THINK 
of what the outcome would be i f 3 0 m i l l i o n women became 

1 Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n , pp. 8-9 
2 See a l s o , "Reclamation Area Publishes" 
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e f f e c t i v e l y v o c a l and came f o r t h w i t h a common p l a n f o r world 
peace and the p r e s e r v a t i o n of mankind! 

"Every day we are informed, by those who should know, th a t 
our country i s i n a p r e c a r i o u s p o s i t i o n . Our advancement i n 
m a t e r i a l wealth brought about by the l i b e r a l use of our 
i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and freedoms has made many nations envious. 
This breeds such a hate that they s e c r e t l y and g r e e d i l y connive 
to weaken and destroy us. This we must stop. 

"On the other hand, there are those nations who look t o us 
f o r s t r o n g l e a d e r s h i p both f i n a n c i a l l y and s p i r i t u a l l y . They 
would band w i t h us to create a s t r e n g t h that could never be 
weakened or destroyed. We a l l look to the United Nations w i t h 
great hope. 
With t h i s i n mind, women re p r e s e n t i n g the Federation of Women's 
Clubs show a manifesto f o r a c t i o n . I t i s based on convention 
r e s o l u t i o n s wherein l i e s the p r i v i l e g e of sending delegates t o 
express t h e i r opinions and those who they represent. Through the 
democratic a l t e r n a t i v e of accepting or r e j e c t i n g matters of 
controversy u n t i l a l l are i n agreement, s t r e n g t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i s shown. 

"As American club women, we are looked upon as l e a d e r s i n 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n . We must put f o r t h a l l our e f f o r t s to comprehend 
a l l v i t a l t o p i c s of the day so that we may t h i n k them through 
c l e a r l y and as a r e s u l t make wise choices f o r our f u t u r e s i n t h i s 
fast-moving, atomic world. 

"Today, every n a t i o n of the world i s debating i t s own 
f u t u r e , and America i s the center of that d i s c u s s i o n . With t h i s 
f a c t i n mind goes the r e a l i z a t i o n that whichever way the world 
and i t s t u r b u l e n t humanity turns, i t i s up to us more than any 
n a t i o n i n the world to exert the proper i n f l u e n c e . We c l u b women 
of America bear t h i s as our standard of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

"We must not be discouraged about the world we now l i v e i n . 
I t may help to look back over the annals of h i s t o r y and r e c a l l 
that m i l l i o n s of men and women no b e t t e r , no stronger than 
ourselves l i v e d through e q u a l l y s e d i t i o u s periods of time when i t 
seemed as i f the world was i n a s t a t e of chaos and 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . We can see now that those periods of seeming 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n were merely great seed times of new c i v i l i z a t i o n -
new p e r i o d s of which we are today the i n h e r i t o r s . 

"Women's Clubs along w i t h our f e l l o w Americans have more 
personal l i b e r t i e s and more comforts w i t h which to enjoy those 
b l e s s i n g s than any other generation of persons i n a l l recorded 
h i s t o r y . We should a l s o have more opp o r t u n i t y and personal 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y than any previous group of people to preserve and 
expand t h i s h e r i t a g e of which we should consider ourselves as the 
most f o r t u n a t e r e c i p i e n t s . 

"We should go f o r t h eagerly then, walking by the s i d e of our 
men f o l k t o meet t h i s harsh challenge of the times and b u i l d anew 
our c i t a d e l s of freedoms. The f i r s t i s w i t h i n o u r s e l v e s , the 
next our homes and f a m i l i e s , the t h i r d i s our community. Here 
the c l u b women have a f i r s t - h a n d o p p o r t u n i t y t o serve and inform, 
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f o r the c h i e f purpose of Women's Clubs of a l l types i s t o f u r t h e r 
the i n t e r e s t of t h e i r own communities. 

"Never f o r g e t t i n g , though, that our place i s a l s o i n a 
n a t i o n of United Nations where war i s ever p r e v a l e n t . We are 
extremely aware that the road to peace i s not an easy one. There 
w i l l be many bar r i c a d e s l e n d i n g much f e a r and v i o l e n c e to our 
wanted peace - and peace i t s e l f w i l l be won at a heavy p r i c e of 
time and st r e n g t h , of shattered hopes, and even throuqh the l o s s 
of l i f e . 

"With courage we must sense our great purpose. We must look 
to the u n i t e d e f f o r t s of the Women's Clubs a l l over the world f o r 
a leverage i n b r i n g i n g about a peace to t h i s world. We must 
never drop our purpose and i n f l u e n c e by the roadside, f o r i t i s 
the needed l i g h t and hope as we walk by the side of our men1." 

* * * 

The winning author i n the "essay contest" i s a grand­
daughter of C h a r l i e F. Barnhart, second postmaster at Bonny. She 
has w r i t t e n h i s t o r i e s f o r the H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson C o u n t y . . . and 
other p u b l i c a t i o n s . W r i t i n g by her occurs throughout t h i s 
volume. Her parents are l v a Mae Winfrey and Leonard Barnhart, 
son of C h a r l i e . Her l e t t e r s to your e d i t o r s about her memories 
of t h i s day are f a s c i n a t i n g . They f o l l o w her essay. We were 
fo r t u n a t e to have her agree to be the "Barnhart e d i t o r . " 

"Essay Contest 
F i r s t P r i z e Winner 

"Miss A l i c e Barnhart, B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado, f i r s t place 
winner of the Bonny Dam essay contest, "What Bonny Dam Means to 
Us." A l i c e attends the B u r l i n g t o n High School and i s a sen i o r . 

"What Bonny Dam Means to Us 
Essay By Miss A l i c e Barnhart 

"The Bonny Dam, which i s l o c a t e d approximately 30 miles 
northeast of B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado, has both a commercial value 
and a r e c r e a t i o n a l value. Work began on the Dam about four years 
ago and was f i n i s h e d l a s t year. I t c o n s i s t s of a l a r g e expanse 
of water f l o w i n g i n t o i t from the Launchman and the Republican 
R i v e r s , and a long w a l l of ea r t h covered w i t h l a r g e rocks 
imported from the mountains, which serves to hold the water back. 
The water has to be f a i r l y high before i t w i l l flow through the 
s p i l l w a y . 

"The Dam was constructed f o r the purposes of s t o r i n g up 
water f o r i r r i g a t i o n and to help prevent a f l o o d i f one should 
come. As the country here i n the Middle west i s dry, the water 
w i l l serve us very w e l l i n h e l p i n g us to produce bigger and 
b e t t e r crops. 

"The Dam i s a l s o a great r e c r e a t i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 
community. During the summer people go there to go boating, 
swimming, water s k i i n g , f i s h i n g , or j u s t to watch the ones who 

1 Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n , p. 27 
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happen to be doing these t h i n g s . The Dam has been stocked w i t h a 
numerous assortment of f i s h which have had time t o grow i n t o 
f a i r - s i z e d catches during the winter. Many hunters t r a v e l t o the 
Dam durin g the duck hunting season. 

''The Dam serves as a place that we can be proud of when we 
show i t t o others and t e l l them how the people of t h i s community 
have helped to make the community and, i n d i r e c t l y , the whole 
country a b e t t e r place i n which to l i v e and enjoy l i f e as we know 
i t i n t h i s land. This p r o j e c t represents m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s and 
long hours and months of hard work on the part of the many 
workers who have made i t what i t i s t o us. 

"The Dam stands as an accomplishment of t h i s g eneration, not 
only i n the f a c t that i t i s to b e t t e r t h e i r own l i v e s and crops, 
but a l s o to provide a way by which the generations to f o l l o w w i l l 
be able t o have b e t t e r t h i n g s and can p r o f i t from t h i s p r o j e c t . 
The Dam stands out as a reminder of the freedoms we have i n t h i s 
country. I t i s an example of how the government and the people 
have worked together to complete a p r o j e c t which w i l l be a 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to the country. I t w i l l remind us of how f o r t u n a t e 
we are t o l i v e i n t h i s land. I t w i l l cause us to t h i n k about 
what i t would be l i k e to l i v e i n a country where we were t o l d to 
cooperate w i t h the government on a p r o j e c t such as t h i s . The Dam 
means more t o us because we were not ordered to help the 
government but we were asked t o help. I t w i l l help us t o 
remember th a t without our freedom we would not be able to have 
the t h i n g s we have today, do the things we do today, say the 
thin g s we say today, p r i n t and w r i t e the things we do today, or 
to worship as we worship today. I f we are reminded of t h i s we 
w i l l f i g h t and work harder to preserve our r i g h t s and to make 
t h i s country a b e t t e r land i n which to l i v e 1 . " 

"Bonny Dam Is Dedicated-News 
B u r l i n g t o n : June 1. (1952) - Thousands of Kansas and 

Colorado r e s i d e n t s yesterday witnessed formal d e d i c a t i o n of the 
huge new Bonny Dam and Re s e r v o i r north of here. 

N a t i o n a l o f f i c i a l s , w i t h others from Colorado and Kansas, 
took p a r t i n the day-long d e d i c a t i o n ceremonies. 

Prominent speakers lauded the r e s e r v o i r ' s value both f o r 
i r r i g a t i o n and as a game refuge to b u i l d the s t a t e ' s waterfowl 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

"GAME CHIEF SPEAKS We expect the lake t o become one of the 
choice f i s h i n g waters i n the s t a t e , " Thomas L. K i m b a l l s a i d 
yesterday. 

The d i r e c t o r of the Colorado Game and F i s h Department gave 
one of the main addresses at the d e d i c a t i o n yesterday. 

D e f i n i t e steps already have been taken to develop, increase 
and p r o t e c t w i l d l i f e i n the area," Mr. Kim b a l l s a i d . 

These i n c l u d e hedge rows and s h e l t e r t r e e b e l t s i n the area. 
T h i s , he s a i d , w i l l provide cover and feed f o r the ring-neck 
pheasant, one of the s t a t e ' s primary game b i r d s . 

1 Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n , p. 37 
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"MANY FISH PLANTED I t w i l l a l s o b e n e f i t the q u a i l , grouse 
and r a b b i t p o p u l a t i o n . 

Mr. K i m b a l l p r e d i c t e d that the r e s e r v o i r w i l l become one of 
the best hunting grounds f o r ducks and w i l d geese. He s a i d there 
were about 17,000 w i l d ducks i n the Bonny Dam area l a s t year. 

F i s h were pl a n t e d i n the r e s e r v o i r as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
These i n c l u d e d 29,000 large-mouth black bass and i n c l u d e d 90,000 
b l u e g i l l s and drums, some white bass, Mr. Kimball s a i d . 

F i s h i n g at the r e s e r v o i r w i l l open J u l y 1 and continue 
through October 31. Mr. Kimball p r e d i c t e d the f i s h i n g w i l l be 
e x c e l l e n t . 
Recreation a v a i l a b l e i n c l u d e s swimming, boating, p i c n i c k i n g and 
camping - i n a d d i t i o n to f i s h i n g and hunting. 

He s a i d the N a t i o n a l Park Service set aside a q u a r t e r - m i l e 
area on the south side of the r e s e r v o i r f o r a swimming beach, boat 
dock, boat- l a n d i n g ramp, f i r e p laces, p i c n i c t a b l e s and a camping 
area. Some of the f a c i l i t i e s already are i n operation. 

"POPULATIONS RECORDED The development of the Bonny Dam area 
f o r w i l d l i f e represents an important step i n the Colorado Game and 
F i s h Department's o v e r - a l l program," Mr. Kimball continued. 

He gave estimates on the s t a t e ' s game populations at the end 
of l a s t year. 

These i n c l u d e d 298,000 deer, 43,000 e l k , 7,000 bear, 9,500 
antelope, 5,000 Bighorn Mountain sheep and 12,000 w i l d turkeys. 

The game harvest l a s t year included 74,800 deer, 10,300 e l k , 
530 bear and 250 w i l d turkeys. 

The t r o u t catch was estimated at 15 m i l l i o n . 
"CONCERTS HELD The morning program at the dam s i t e i n c l u d e d 

band concerts at 9 a.m. 
A parade of boats across the r e s e r v o i r heralded the r a i s i n g 

of the c o l o r s at 10:35 a.m. 
H.F. McPhail, U.S. a s s i s t a n t commissioner of reclamation, 

spoke at 10:50 a.m., followed by an address by Gov. Dan Thornton. 
C. Petrus Peterson, president of the N a t i o n a l Reclamation 
A s s o c i a t i o n , L i n c o l n , Neb., spoke a f t e r Mr. K i m b a l l . 

The afternoon program in c l u d e d boat races, water s k i i n g and 
a r r i v a l of a PBY f l y i n g boat. 

Governor Thornton t o l d the crowd that i t i s the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of f r e e e n t e r p r i s e to keep the people w e l l fed and 
w e l l c l o t h e d . 
"Government should do only those things which the people and f r e e 
e n t e r p r i s e cannot do," he s a i d . 

The governor presented cups to Lavina Lou C o r y e l l , of 
F l a g l e r , and Mary Isham of Wray. Miss C o r y e l l was named Miss 
Bonny Dam. Miss Isham was queen of Saturday n i g h t ' s d e d i c a t i o n 
b a l l . 

C. Petrus Peterson of L i n c o l n , Neb., reviewed the h i s t o r y of 
the M i s s o u r i Basin program. He s a i d i t i s j u s t as important to 
the United States to avoid w a s t e f u l f l o o d s as i t i s to create new 
wealth. He i s president of the N a t i o n a l Reclamation Assn 1." 

1 " S p e c i a l to the Rocky Mountain News". 6/2/1952 
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The back cover of the o f f i c i a l program has t h i s "Bonny Dam 
Dedication" map of the Bonny Reservoir area on the d e d i c a t i o n 
day. The e d i t o r s have added the aDcroximate s i t e of the Bonny 
Post O f f i c e . 

From 1951 to 1968 E a r l Max Meyer was the f i r s t caretaker at 
Bonny Dam under the Department of Reclamation. His fa m i l y has a 
c o l l e c t i o n of o f f i c i a l memos, records and memorabilia from those 
e a r l y years. His daughter Merle Walter l i v e s i n Ft. C o l l i n s . 
His wife, Merle's mom i s i n the Spring Creek Care home. 





Chapter S i x 
SINCE BONNY, COLORADO 

Descendants of Isaac Bonny [1822] and Margaret Stimple are 
now s c a t t e r e d f a r and wide. The f a m i l i e s of the b r o t h e r s , Isaac 
[1865] and Jacob and t h e i r wives, who were s i s t e r s , Laura and 
Maud, w i t h C h a r l i e and h i s wife Jennie, were c e n t r a l t o our 
h i s t o r y . T h e i r o f f s p r i n g s t i l l r e f l e c t the u n i t y that made t h e i r 
accomplishments of the e a r l y 20th century p o s s i b l e . 

This present generation of the Barnharts and the Bonnys have 
t r i e d t o help the e d i t o r s i n every way p o s s i b l e . The descendants 
of Isaac Bonny [1822] and Maggie Van Dyke, then l a t e r , C h a r l i e 
Barnhart, and Jennie T e e l ; have motivated us w i t h t h e i r memories 
and enthusiasm. 

The Bonnys 
Isaac [1865], h i s wife Laura, and F l o a , wife of Isaac 

[1886], are a l l b u r i e d i n the r u r a l Pack R i v e r Cemetery. I t i s 
approximately e i g h t miles northeast of Sandpoint, Idaho. Isaac 
[1886] i s i n t e r r e d at the Sunnyside, Washington Cemetery. Both 
Isaac's and Laura's o b i t u a r i e s l i s t Grouse Creek as t h e i r home. 
The s t o r e and post o f f i c e that were the Samuels, Idaho, Velma 
remembers, are no more. Sandpoint i s now the nearest town to 
Grouse Creek. 

When Velma Was Wiser 
Karen 

Velma's o l d e s t reminded us, "Because of my age, i t ' s 1994 
and I'm a grandma; and a f t e r a l l those years, i t seems l i k e the 
s t o r i e s become l e s s s p e c i f i c , more embellished and much harder t o 
r e l a t e , " Karen t o l d us. "I only know my childhood was grand... 
My parents the best! These parents had i d e n t i c a l twins, Judy 
TeMaat and J a n i c e Christman. Velma and Velda were f r a t e r n a l 
twins. Diane Schatz i s the world t r a v e l e r of Don and Velma's 
f a m i l y , having l i v e d i n I t a l y and Russia f o r extended times. 

"Once upon a time my mother made f o r me, the biggest formal 
at the prom. She sewed purple net r u f f l e s f o r e v e r , and Dad 
f i n a l l y l e t me (Karen) borrow h i s 1954 Pontiac. I t was probably 
1955 or 1956. I was able t o get some f r i e n d s and buzz the "A & 
W" a few times. I guess now he planned t o f o l l o w me i n mother's 
grey J i t n e y t o see how I drove, c o r r e c t speed, w i t h 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The problem was, he could never catch me t o 
check. I went a l i t t l e too f a s t f o r him, or f o r the j i t n e y . 
Needless t o say I got the " c e l o t e x t a l k " when I got home. I 
don't t h i n k I got h i s car very o f t e n a f t e r t h a t . " 

Velma added that Kay (Don c a l l e d Karen "Kay" or "Sis") and 
her dad got along very w e l l and l i k e d to be together. "They were 
a l o t a l i k e . " But she could never win an argument w i t h him. She 
would get so upset sometimes she'd j u s t go i n t o the bathroom and 
cry. 

A s t o r y that amazes Karen s t i l l , happened l a t e r . "I was 
very married and had three teenagers. I was v i s i t i n g the f o l k s 
i n Greeley around 1977 or so. Mother and I wanted to d r i v e i n t o 
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Denver and shop. Daddy always worried too much and would have put 
h i s f oot down and s a i d , "Kay, you're not going t o Denver - too 
dangerous." 

"We decided that what he d i d not know wouldn't hurt him so 
a f t e r he l e f t f o r work, we l e f t f o r shopping. A few hours and a 
few malls l a t e r we decided to f i n i s h out at Tamarac Square i n 
south Denver We were c r u i s i n g along on I 25 or I 70 i n four lanes 
of t r a f f i c when who i n the whole c i t y would p u l l up along side of 
us, My Dad! Ugh! Help! Out of options, we honked and waved and 
panicked and headed s t r a i g h t back to Greeley! Dad came home too, 
but not one of the four of us ever mentioned i t aloud. 

"The "no t e l l " philosophy l e f t me then and there... I always 
t r y t o t e l l i t l i k e i t i s , p a i n f u l as i t may ever be." Frankness 
i s the u l t i m a t e compliment." 

The "Celotex" Talk 
Velma t r a c e d t h i s saying. "While at Casper, Don made a great 

s a l e , a l l the c e l o t e x f o r the Sunrise M a l l . A f t e r the f a m i l y moved 
to Laramie, the f i v e g i r l s were arguing and f u s s i n g so much Velma 
began to remonstrate. Don took the f i v e i n t o the bedroom and had a 
long t a l k w i t h them. When they came out, Butchie summed i t a l l up 
wi t h , ' I t was j u s t another c e l o t e x t a l k . ' The l a b e l endures." 

I f You L i k e I t , Buy I t 
Velma remembers Theresa and Kathleen, Karen's k i d s , coming to 

Denver t o v i s i t and shop f o r high school c l o t h e s . They had t h e i r 
own money, but took Velma along. Theresa found some b e l l bottom 
s l a c k s she had t o have but s a i d , "We can't a f f o r d those." I 
r e p l i e d , " I f you l i k e i t , buy i t , " and helped them$. We a l l s t i l l 
use t h i s motto when i t f i t s . " 

Velma's Good Goods 
Don's company had a b i g fancy s h i n d i g at the Wohlhurst Club. 

I wanted a new dress, so Don went t o help me shop. We found i t 
f o r $65.00 at K l i n e s , but he rubbed the m a t e r i a l and s a i d , "not 
good goods. You could buy $5.00 worth of m a t e r i a l and make a 
b e t t e r one". I f i n a l l y bought the dress and f e l t I was b e a u t i f u l 
and had a cute f i g u r e . Don loved me i n i t and was proud of me. 

A R e l i g i o u s Experience 
Don was a very devout C h r i s t i a n . But once when Karen and he 

were d r i v i n g , they were run o f f the road by another car. "G. D. S 
0. B. made us take to the d i t c h , " he s a i d ! 

Hot Water Hassle 
While Velma and Don w i t h t h e i r f i v e young daughters were i n 

Casper, f i v e baths were too much f o r the water heater. Karen 
reminded her Mom of how cheap the g i r l s thought she was because 
they were allowed only a few inches of water i n the tub when they 
bathed. Donna was the youngest and so the l a s t to bathe. She 
de s c r i b e d Velma b r i n g i n g i n a t e a k e t t l e of hot water t o warm her 
bath because the hot water tank was empty. 
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T h e i r bathroom had a great long m i r r o r w i t h f i v e towel racks 
under i t , one f o r each g i r l , so they could get ready f o r school, 
or a date, and each see to apply t h e i r makeup f o r dates. 

She Could R e a l l y Cook! 
"These were the days when that white oleomargarine was 

packaged w i t h a l i t t l e pouch of yel l o w dye so one could make i t 
seem more b u t t e r - l i k e during World War I I . The dairymen had 
succeeded i n g e t t i n g t h i s requirement made law t o "Protect t h e i r 
i n d u s t r y . " The f a m i l y ate dyed, white oleo. Velma ate from her 
secret cache of r e a l b u t t e r . " 

On a t y p i c a l Sunday, Velma would cook f r i e d c h icken and bake 
a p i e or cake. The g i r l s remembered her n i b b l i n g on a wing wh i l e 
the r e s t ate breasts and t h i g h s . T h e i r Mom i s s t i l l not a " b i g 
eate r . " A few b i t e s w i l l f i n d her " f u l l " . 

Scream and Shout, and Jump About 
Her f r i e n d Andy has commented t o , and about, Velma's screams 

and shouts when anything unexpected occurs, o f t e n causing near 
f a t a l i n j u r i e s and excitement while i n t r a f f i c . Once w h i l e 
working at the h o t e l i n Casper, she observed a door f a l l i n g t o 
the f l o o r f o r some f o r g o t t e n reason. Probably i t was being 
r e p a i r e d . Velma says, "my b l o o d - c u r d l i n g scream gained the 
undivided a t t e n t i o n of everyone i n the lobby area, and some 
passers-by i n the s t r e e t . " Velma loved the h o t e l job, and says, 
'I was great at i t , ' but Don was unhappy at f i r s t t hat I took the 
j ob. " 

R e l a t i v e s are fun 
"One of l i f e ' s g r e a t e st d i f f i c u l t i e s , l i v i n g w i t h r e l a t i v e s , 

came t o us when we moved t o P o c a t e l l o , Idaho to manage a lumber 
yard. We a r r i v e d w i t h almost no money l e f t , f o u r small c h i l d r e n , 
and were l i v i n g w i t h r e l a t i v e s while we arranged our own a f f a i r s 
there. 

"One day I took a c i g a r e t t e from the h a l l t a b l e , I j u s t 
c o uld not a f f o r d my own. They s a i d , Velma, there i s a l i t t l e 
s t o r e j u s t down the s t r e e t where they s e l l c i g a r e t t e s . I f you 
can't f i n d i t , w e ' l l be happy to show you where i t i s . I t hurt 
so much. I soon t o l d Don that i f he didn't c a l l and o f f e r t o 
resume h i s o l d job, I was going t o . He d i d , and they were very 
g l a d to have him r e t u r n , and so was I. 

"Afterwards these f o l k s o f t e n came to our house f o r dinner. 
We were as n i c e as we could be to them and th i n g s went w e l l . 
W e l l - - i t ' s hard t o l i v e w i t h r e l a t i v e s . " 
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Immediate Family 
"My Aunt Maggie E a r l y was named a f t e r her mother Margaret 

(Maggie) Stimple who we knew as grandma Bonny. Maggie's f a t h e r 
was Isaac Bonny [1822]. Her two daughters were L i d a May Inman 
and Bertha E l s i e Perry. P a t t y Schneider, whose p i c t u r e s helped 
us so much, was Bertha's daughter. L o r r a i n e V a i r , who a l s o had 
wonderful p i c t u r e s , i s descended from L i d a . 

Maggie was born i n Iowa on June 23, 1872. She moved w i t h 
her parents to K i r w i n , Kansas where she spent most of her l i f e 
except f o r a b r i e f s tay w i t h Mrs. P a t r i c i a C e c i l Perry, her 
daughter. Her f i r s t marriage was to Arthur E. Camp. 

Maggie t o l d her granddaughter, L o r r a i n e Inman V a i r "...that 
the four Bonny brothers and s i s t e r s played at country dances. 
Isaac and Jake f i d d l e s , Annie and my grandmother Maggie 
accordion. The Bonnys were a happy bunch. My grandmother would 
dance around when she heard music. I've of t e n wondered how she 
would have enjoyed TV. She stayed w i t h me, a l t e r n a t i n g w i t h my 
aunt, and learned to walk again by pushing her wheel c h a i r . She 
i n s i s t e d on going back to her home i n K i r w i n , where she f i n a l l y 
passed away. 

The Inman that was one of the o r i g i n a l Bonny Post O f f i c e 
m a i l r e c i p i e n t s was Maggie's f a t h e r ' s brother, Elmer Inman. 
Goldie F r i n g e r was my mother's double cousin. They were about 
the same age 1. " 

Her second husband was W i l l i a m E a r l y , who she married on 
June 20, 1927. He was the son of James and Louisa E a r l e y of 
Richardson County, Nebraska. His f i r s t wife had died, l e a v i n g 
him w i t h three small c h i l d r e n . They l i v e d at Woodston, Kansas. 
He d i e d September 18, 1935 i n Hays, Kansas at age 60. 

She d i e d January 4, 1953 and i s b u r i e d i n the Stone Church 
cemetery i n K i r w i n , Rooks County, Kansas. The grave stone, 
purchased A p r i l 12, 1953 cost $145.00 plus tax. 

Velma's brother Louis, h i s wife Meda, Velma's s i s t e r 
M i l d r e d , her brother B i l l , her twin Velda and husband, J.C. 
Oglesby were represented at the f u n e r a l . 

Maggie had p e n c i l e d an undated w i l l on an small sheet of 
l i n e d paper which her granddaughter, P a t r i c i a Perry, showed t o 
us. The w r i t i n g reminded the e d i t o r s of the s c r i p t Isaac [1865] 
used on h i s postcards to r e l a t i v e s . The w i l l i s typed w i t h her 
s p e l l i n g and punctuation. 

1 C a r t e r , E s t i e . [ l e t t e r ] 2/7/1995 which i n c l u d e d L o r r a i n 
V a i r ' s l e t t e r to E s t i e . 
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"Lida and Bertha a f t e r my deth every t h i n g on t h i s 
p l a c e belongs to my 2 g i r l s i dont owe any body, and 
dont want any qu a r l s j u s t do whats r i g h t 
no one can c l a i m any of my s t u f f j u s t you 2 g i r l s 
mother maggie E a r l y " (sic) 
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Velma's Last V i s i t With Uncle Ike 
At v a r i o u s times i n h i s l i f e , Ike had a v a r i e t y of 

p r o f e s s i o n s . As an adult he was an adventurous homesteader, a 
farmer, headed a t h r e s h i n g crew, a blacksmith, and he loved 
photography. He was an accomplished musician. In Bonny and 
Samuels he was stor e keeper and i n Bonny, a l s o a postmaster and 
land developer. His homes were b u i l t by him, both adobe, and 
frame houses. Timber work was a s k i l l t hat f i t t e d h i s love f o r 
the mountains of Idaho. T r a v e l i n g , seeing the country, and doing 
new t h i n g s were a pleasure f o r him, and he was a tr u e f a m i l y man. 

When Ike and Laura came to our Mama Maude's f u n e r a l , Jacob 
seemed t o them to be devastated by h i s wife's death and i n shock. 
Knowing he needed help r i g h t then, they took Mid, Velda, Velma 
and Vernon t o t h e i r home, Bonny. As c h i l d r e n , l i v i n g w i t h them 
the next four years made us very attached to each other. 

Papa, B i l l and Louis came every year to see us at Bonny, and 
Papa could see he was l o s i n g us. A f t e r we moved t o Idaho, Jacob 
had to get us back through the courts, but even then, Vernon, an 
i n f a n t when h i s mother died was l e f t w i t h h i s s i s t e r - i n - l a w and 
brother, Ike. We had become h i s and Laura's f a m i l y . T h e i r own 
c h i l d r e n were grown and on t h e i r own. 

"Uncle Ike and Vernon came to v i s i t us i n Colorado and 
Kansas from Idaho almost every year a f t e r Laura d i e d . How I wish 
now I had learned more about h i s and Laura's l i v e s , and ours w i t h 
them. He was, even as an o l d e r man, a very c o l o r f u l gentleman. 
His long mustache w i t h the c u r l e d up ends and h i s adventurous 
s p i r i t made such an impression on us a d u l t s . 

"My l a s t v i s i t w i t h him was i n 1938. He came t o our home i n 
Clearmont, Wyoming w i t h two of h i s teen-age grandsons, B y f i e l d 
boys. They stayed i n our home f o r a week. I had my f i r s t baby, 
Karen, and so gave her most of my a t t e n t i o n t h i n k i n g Ike would 
always be there. 

I t makes me sad to th i n k that we three g i r l s , r a i s e d by him 
and Laura when Mama died, never r e a l l y thanked them f o r t h e i r 
love and d e d i c a t i o n to us. They were the f i r s t r e a l f a m i l y we 
remembered. We knew they loved us. They were our parents then." 

Speaking of the present c i t i z e n s u s i n g Bonny Dam, Bonny 
Gould s a i d about Ike, and the use of h i s name f o r the dam, " I 
surmise t h a t t h e i r courage w i l l be no l e s s than that of the brave 
souls of yes t e r y e a r , whose problems, though different,may have 
ben e a s i e r t o solve that some yet to come. Isaac Bonny's o l d 
namesake - Long may she wave!" 
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Bonnv Genealogy 
W i l l i a m Christopher Van Dyke was born 2 March 1843 i n I l l i n o i s . 
M a rried Rebecca Lenora Chase McLane born 31 January, 1844 i n 

Ohio. They wed on 17 August, 1861. Her f a t h e r was E l i 
Chase. He j o i n e d the Mormons and was d r i v e n from 
Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s w i t h them. 
Th e i r c h i l d r e n : 

1. Ida May born 16 J u l y 1862 i n I l l i n o i s . 
M a r r i e d James Specklammire. 

2. Orey Annie born 10 November 1864 i n I l l i n o i s . 
M a r r i e d V i c t o r P i e r r a r d . The P i e r r a r d s a l s o are par t of 
the Bonny, Colorado s t o r y . 

3. Laura born 10 December 1865 i n I l l i n o i s . 
M a r r i e d Isaac Bonny [1865]. 

4. Alena born 17 March 1867 i n Marshaltown, Iowa. 
Marrie d John Hynes. 

5. W i l l i a m Christopher born 20 May 1868 i n Wisconsin. 
6. Charles A. born 7 September 1869 i n Wisconsin. 
7. Edwin Eloy born 22 December 1870 i n Marshaltown, Iowa. 

Marrie d Blanche Bryant. 
8. Rebecca Lenora born 27 May 1872 i n Marshaltown,Iowa. 

Marrie d W i l l i a m Johnston McManama1. 
9. Stephen F. born 9 February 1874 i n Marshaltown, Iowa. 

M a r r i e d F l o r a . 
10. Marry L i l l i a n born 17 November 1875 i n Ash Rock, Kansas. 

Marrie d W i l l i a m J . F l a h e r t y . 
11. L u e l l a born 24 March 1877 i n Ash Rock, Kansas. 

Marrie d Leander Rogers. (They l i v e d near Bonny f o r a 
time) 

12. E l i z a E l l e n born 1 March 1879 i n Ash Rock, Kansas. 
13. Maud born 26 September 1880 i n Ash Rock, Kansas. 

Marrie d Jacob Bonny. Two of Velma's "Mama's" were from 
t h i s Van Dyke f a m i l y . C l a r a , Jacob's second wife was a 
McLane. 

The f i r s t three Isaac Bonnys here were; W i l l i a m Isaac [1822], 
Isaac W i l l i a m [1865], and W i l l i a m Isaac [1866]. A f o u r t h , L y l e 
Isaac, was born to Isaac and F l o a . 

W i l l i a m Isaac Bonny born 2 November 1822 i n Holland. Married 
Margaret Stimple born 1830 or 1832. 

T h e i r C h i l d r e n : 
1. Isaac W i l l i a m born 28 March 1865, married Laura Anna Van Dyke 

born 10 December, 1865. Isaac and Laura's c h i l d r e n : 
l a W i l l i a m Isaac born 27 May 1866. Married 
F l o a E l i z a b e t h Snow who die d i n 1944. 

1 Velma remembers v i s i t i n g t h i s f a m i l y i n L e a d v i l l e , CO. 
LaRae and Bob McManama of S a l t Lake C i t y f u r n i s h e d v aluable 
i n f o r m a t i o n and photographs of the "Idaho Bonnys" i n c l u d i n g Jacobs 
c h i l d r e n . 
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W i l l i a m Isaac [1866], and Floa's c h i l d r e n ; 
l a l P e a r l born 8 Nov 1909, die d i n 193 0. 
Ia2 Casey born 2 December 1911. Marri e d L e l a 
Broadsword Sept. 12, 1935 
la3 M i l d r e d born 10 Oct 1913. Married James 
Coble 1 

la4 L y l e Isaac born 6 August, 1919. Married 
L o i s Rathburn, August 6, 1917. A f t e r her 
death Married L e l a Bonny date. Casey had 
died . 

2a Anna Laura born 2 December 1887. Died 1941. 
Married Ernest B y f i e l d . 
3a Minnie Bonny Married Elmer Inman. 

2. Joseph born i n 1869. 
3. Jacob born 25 October 1870. Married Maud Van Dyke born 25 

September 1880 
The i r c h i l d r e n : 
l b W i l l i a m Jacob born 13 A p r i l 1907. Married A l t h e a 
Jacobs 
2b Louis born 15 October 1911. Married Meda Swank 
3b M i l d r e d Maud "Mid" born Oct. 4, 1913. Married James 
Gardner, then James Wahlke 
4b Velda born 6,December 1915. Married J.C. Oglesby 
5b Velma born 6 December 1915. Married March 15, 193 6 
i n Norton, KA to Don Jacobs, born 12 Mar 1912 T h e i r 5 
g i r l s were: 

l b l . Karen Kay born 20 May 1938. Married 
John P a t r i c k Hand 
lb 2 . J u d i t h Rae born 23 May 1939. Married 
Michael Rae TeMaat 
l b 3 . J a n i c e Fae born 23 May 1939. Marri e d 
Fred Christman 
lb4. Velda Diane born 4 Oct 1941. Marri e d 
Richard O. Stevens. 2nd husband i s J o e l 
Schatz 
l b 5 . Donna Lynn born 31 Oct 1946. Married 
R i c h a r d 0. O'Quinn 

6b Vernon born 22 October 1917. Married Marion Rose. 
2nd marriage Neva 

4. Margaret (Maggie) born 1872. Married A r t h u r E. Camp. Th e i r 
c h i l d r e n were 
4a L i d a May Inman C h i l d , L o r r a i n e Inman V a i r i s Lid a ' s 
daughter 
4b Bertha E l s i e Miner, 1st husband; C e c i l Perry, 2nd 
husband C h i l d , P a t r i c i a (Patty) Perry S c h r i n e r 
Margaret's 2nd husband was W i l l i a m E a r l e y . M a r r i e d 
June 20, 1927 

5. Anna born 1874. Married W i l l Camp, A r t ' s b r o t h e r 
T h e i r C h i l d r e n were: 

1 Bonny, L e l a . [ l e t t e r ] 3/24/1995 
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5a E v e r e t t 
5b B u r t i e 
5c Goldie (who co n t r i b u t e d memories of Bonny, 
CO) 
5d D o l l i e (There were other c h i l d r e n . Velma 
knew these) 

6. Johnny born 1879. 
Last of Isaac [1822] and Margaret Stimple's Immediate descendants 

**** 
Some other Bonny r e l a t i v e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Bonny, CO: 

Broadswords 
L e l a Broadsword was a daughter of A l v i n Broadsword, s i s t e r to 

Mary Ann, below. Jake Broadsword was the f a t h e r of 
A l v i n , Mary and Ruth. L e l a Broadsword Bonny was 
married t o Casey Bonny, above, u n t i l h i s death. She 
l a t e r married L y l e Bonny, Casey's brother. L e l a i s a 
niece of C a r l Kroeger, below 1. 

Kroegers 
W i l l i a m Kroeger Born i n Germany 1854. Married 

Emma Hoft (Huff) i n Smith County, Kansas. W i l l i a m d i e d 
June 11, 1952 and i s b u r i e d i n B u r l i n g t o n at F a i r v i e w 
Cemetery. Emma di e d i n complications of c h i l d b i r t h . 

W i l l i a m and Emma's c h i l d r e n : 
1. Charles " C h a r l i e " , Charles married P e a r l Inman. 
2. Louis Kroeger, born November 21, 1881. Married 

Mary Ann Broadsword A p r i l 20, 1909. He served on the Broadsword 
School Board. Louis d i e d A p r i l 15, 1968 i n B u r l i n g t o n , age 86 
years and four months. Mary was daughter of George W. Broadsword 
and Angeline Cowger, born February 28, 1885 i n Smith County, 
Kansas. She d i e d i n B u r l i n g t o n J u l y 4, 1977 at 92 years and f i v e 
months. 

3. A daughter, die d of s c a r l e t fever as i n f a n t 

Louis Kroeger and Mary's c h i l d r e n : 
l b . C a r l born March 7, 1912. Married 

Do r i s Keeler born December 8, 1920 to Harry Keeler and N e l l y 
Browning at Hale, Colorado. C a r l attended Broadsword School. 
Doris attended L i b e r t y School. She taught three years at 
Broadsword School. C a r l and Doris married on March 1, 1952. 

C a r l and Do r i s ' s c h i l d r e n : 
l b l . Margaret born September 20, 1954. Married 

Tim McCandless. 
Ib2. M a r i l y n born October 16, 1956 Married 

Roy Schicenmayer. ( L i v i n g on home place) 
l b 3 . J u l i a n Born September 2, 1914 

1 See a l s o " L e l a , L y l e , and Casey Bonny" i n Chapter 2 
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The Barnharts 
Letter From Alice Jacober 

"ALICE M. JACOBER 
12889 State Highway 96 
W e s t c l i f f e , CO 81252 

August 5, 1994 Phone: (719) 783-2554 

Mrs. Velma Bonny Jacobs 
2510 10th Ave. 
Greeley, CO 80631 

"Dear Velma, 
Received your l e t t e r yesterday so w i l l get i t answered 

before we leave f o r our son's f o r a few days. He l i v e s i n Arvada 
and my mother, who i s 80, l i v e s i n Edgewater, so we t r y t o v i s i t 
both of them as o f t e n as p o s s i b l e . 

"A week a f t e r the Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n ceremony I had l e f t 
B u r l i n g t o n t o attend C e n t r a l Business College i n Denver. Since 
my f o l k s moved to Edgewater i n Oct. 1953 I have not been back 
except f o r a few days v i s i t from time to time. Probably haven't 
been back to the Dam more than three or f o u r times i n the l a s t 42 
years so r e a l l y can't give you much of an o p i n i o n on i t . The 
l a s t time I was there I was impressed by a l l the improvements, 
camping areas, e t c . since that day i n 1952. 

"Truth be t o l d , i f there had been any way I could have found 
a hole to crawl i n t o and hide u n t i l the d e d i c a t i o n was over, I 
would have done so; but when you are 16 years o l d , you do what 
the a d u l t s t e l l you to do (at l e a s t i n my time you d i d ! ) . I had 
always been able to put my thoughts on paper but i n school when 
i t came to o r a l r e c i t a t i o n , I always managed to be s i c k and s t a y 
home whenever I could get away w i t h i t . Now, here I was on a 
p l a t f o r m w i t h Governor Dan Thornton and who knows how many other 
d i g n i t a r i e s , wishing I were ANYWHERE but where I was. However, 
wit h knocking knees and trembling v o i c e I read my essay and 
somehow got through i t ; but i t c e r t a i n l y has never been one of my 
f a v o r i t e memories. 

"I never knew my grandpa, C h a r l i e F. Barnhart, as he was 
k i l l e d i n a t h r e s h i n g machine accident about f i v e years before I 
was born. From what I have heard, and i f h i s c h i l d r e n were any 
r e f l e c t i o n of him, he was a hard worker, a good neighbor and 
f a m i l y man and one who i n s t i l l e d a l l the good values of l i f e i n 
those who knew him. A l l of h i s c h i l d r e n f o l l o w e d h i s example and 
passed on h i s legacy to my generation. 

"You mentioned the H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson County, which you 
had used i n your research. Have you researched i n A c t i o n on the 
P l a i n s ? I t i s a 199 page book p r i n t e d i n 1971 by the Yuma County 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . There i s i n f o r m a t i o n on the post o f f i c e at 
Bonny, CO, i n c l u d i n g a p i c t u r e of the Bonny s t o r e . Pages 123-125 
have i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d from Mrs. CM. (Goldie) F r i n g e r and 
B i l l Bonny as w e l l as i n f o r m a t i o n from me which i s about the same 
as what I have i n the K i t Carson Co. H i s t o r y . I f you haven't 
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seen t h i s book and want a copy of these few pages, l e t me know 
and I w i l l make a copy of them from my book f o r you. 

"At the top of page 124 you see, "daughter, E l s i e , married 
Hurley Winfrey." Hurley Winfrey was my mother's uncle. Aunt 
E l s i e Winfrey i s 88 years o l d and l i v e s i n a mobile home on her 
son's property so they can care f o r her as she doesn't get around 
too w e l l anymore. Don't know whether she could help you w i t h any 
i n f o r m a t i o n but she might through her son. Her address i s : Son's 
name: W i l l a r d Winfrey same address: Mrs. E l s i e Winfrey, 5367 
Macleay Rd. S.E., Salem, OR 97301. 

"On pages 129 & 130 there i s an a r t i c l e on Hale, CO. The 
Dick T a y l o r mentioned here was Richard Bennett Taylor, J r . , my 
great-great-grandfather on my maternal grandmother's side of the 
f a m i l y . He was " K i t t y " Mansfield's f a t h e r . Her name was L i l l i a n 
" K i t t y " Eska (Taylor) M a n s f i e l d married to Daniel M a n s f i e l d so 
Dan & K i t t y were my great-grandfather and grandmother. K i t t y was 
the s i s t e r of Richard Bennett J r . She c a r r i e d the m a i l from 
Newton to Hermes. She i s my grand mother. My grandmother, 
J e s s i e Mae Biggs Winfrey, was the only c h i l d of L i l l i a n and her 
f i r s t husband, Jesse Grant Biggs. Jasper and Bennett Taylor were 
K i t t y ' s brothers so were my great-grand-uncles. They were a l s o 
i n v o l v e d i n the mail d e l i v e r i e s . 

"Have you been i n touch w i t h L e l a Broadsword Bonny? She 
married Isaac [1886] Bonny's son, Casey, i n Idaho i n 1935. I had 
some correspondence w i t h her i n 1986. None sin c e then but t h i n k 
she i s probably s t i l l at 656 S. Fairview, P r i n e v i l l e , OR 97754. 
My mother-in-law was r e l a t e d to the Broadswords (her mother was a 
Broadsword) and I s t i l l w r i t e to her cousin Ruth Winston i n 
Eugene, Oregon. 

"I haven't done much on any h i s t o r i e s the l a s t two years. 
Our daughter-in-law was k i l l e d i n a t r a f f i c accident the day 
before Uncle I r a passed away and our son has t o t a l l y l o s t h i s 
hearing twice s i n c e then. Thankfully, i t g r a d u a l l y returned both 
times, but we have been spending almost as much time i n Denver as 
at home so j u s t don't get s e t t l e d down to do much except what has 
to be done to keep a household running! 

''Things seem to be g e t t i n g back to normal a l i t t l e more a l l 
the time now so am j u s t beginning to do a l i t t l e more genealogy 
work. I have missed i t . Once you get hooked, i t doesn't l e t you 
go, but i t i s fun. 

"Don't know i f any of t h i s w i l l help you or not, but I 
enjoyed r e c e i v i n g your l e t t e r and sharing t h i s much w i t h you 
anyway. I f you have any other questions you f e e l I might be able 
to answer, please don't h e s i t a t e to w r i t e . 

S i n c e r e l y , A l i c e 
"P.S.If you get any more information you t h i n k might be of 
i n t e r e s t to me, I would appreciate i t i f you would send i t on. 
Thank you 1. " 

1 Jacober, A l i c e Mae. [Letter] 8/1/1990 
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A l i c e sent us the p i c t u r e of the John R. Winfrey home b u i l t 
i n 1915 of adobe b l o c k s . I t i s found i n chapter three, the 
p i c t u r e s . The s i m i l a r i t i e s and the remodeling changes between 
t h i s b u i l d i n g and the Bonny Store are amazing. Perhaps t h i s p l a n 
was more common we than imagined. This Winfrey home was a l s o 
cemented on the outside., which no doubt helped preserve i t . A 
second p i c t u r e showed i t i n 1970, remarkably w e l l preserved. 
L i k e Bonny, the e a r l y p i c t u r e s now had t r e e s and shrubbery, the 
newer ones show many t r e e s and f o l i a g e f e a t u r e s as w e l l as 
o u t b u i l d i n g s . The Winfreys had a l a r g e barn which the Bonny 
b u i l d i n g s never i n c l u d e d . 

The Barnhart-Winfrey Family 
"On January 27, 1933, Leonard Nelson Barnhart and l v a Mae 

Winfrey were married at St. F r a n c i s , Kansas. Leonard had moved 
to K i t Carson County w i t h h i s parents, C h a r l i e F. and Sarah Jane 
"Jennie" (Teel) Barnhart i n 1918 from the area around Hoxie, 
Kansas, where Leonard was born on May 6, 1913. He l i v e d w i t h 
them duri n g the time they operated the Bonny Post O f f i c e and 
a f t e r i t s c l o s i n g helped on the farm. 

"Iva's parents, James Warren "Jimmie" and J e s s i e Mae (Biggs) 
Winfrey l i v e d i n the same general area of the country and she was 
born at t h e i r homestead on March 11, 1914. 

" A f t e r t h e i r marriage they l i v e d w i t h Leonard's mother and 
s t e p f a t h e r , A. D i l e Henderson, whom Jennie had married a f t e r 
C h a r l i e was k i l l e d i n a t h r e s h i n g machine a c c i d e n t . Leonard was 
h e l p i n g D i l e farm. I t was a l i t t l e crowded as there were Jennie 
& D i l e , Leonard & l v a , and Leonard's younger brother, Dean, and 
two younger s i s t e r s , P e a r l and Marveline a l l l i v i n g i n the s m a l l 
4-room Bonny house but w i t h a l o t of love and patience they 
managed q u i t e w e l l . 

"Leonard and Iva's f i r s t c h i l d , A l i c e Mae, (the author) was 
born September 5, 1935, at the house on the h i l l j u s t south of 
Iva's parent's home. A f t e r she was born they moved to D i l e ' s 
farm, which was l a t e r owned by George Brenner. I t i s where J e r r y 
Brenner now l i v e s . Their second c h i l d , Leona Marie, was born 
here on December 24, 193 7. They farmed here f o r a w h i l e and then 
moved to the o l d Reinholdt (or Cook) Ranch near the Republican 
R i v e r . 

"In the s p r i n g of 1939 Leonard and h i s brother Wilbur "Dean" 
decided t o t r y t h e i r hand at something beside farming. They 
moved to F r e d e r i c k , Oklahoma, to operate an O.K. t i r e recapping 
shop. Leonard & l v a , along w i t h A l i c e and Leona, went i n t h e i r 
Model A Ford. Dean and Jane s l e p t i n the recapping shop as they 
only had a 1-room motel where they d i d t h e i r cooking, washing, 
etc . They would go to the movies to see the Lone Ranger. Since 
i t was i n s e r i a l form, Dean and Jane would go one n i g h t , and 
Leonard and l v a the next time so there was someone to s t a y w i t h 
the two small g i r l s . Business was not very good and they were 
f a r away from everyone they knew so l a t e r i n 193 9 they came back 
to K i t Carson County. 
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"Jennie and D i l e were s t i l l l i v i n g on the Ranch near the 
r i v e r so Leonard and l v a moved back i n t o the house where A l i c e 
was born and s t a r t e d farming again. They were a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d 
i n the box suppers, b a s e b a l l games, and Sunday church s e r v i c e s at 
the Happy Hollow Schoolhouse. 

"In the summer of 1942 they moved to Denver where Leonard, 
along w i t h Chester Teel, worked on a c o n s t r u c t i o n crew at Camp 
Hale, near Tennessee Pass, i n the Rocky Mountains. This camp was 
b u i l t to t r a i n s o l d i e r s f o r winter f i g h t i n g . When the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n was f i n i s h e d , Leonard s t a r t e d working at the Denver 
Medical Center. On February 9, 1943, t h e i r t h i r d c h i l d , Dorothy 
Kay, was born i n St. Joseph's H o s p i t a l i n Denver. 

"When Leonard was d r a f t e d i n t o the Army they purchased a 
sma l l house i n B u r l i n g t o n at 246 18th S t r e e t . This allowed l v a 
and t h e i r three c h i l d r e n to be nearer t h e i r r e l a t i v e s while 
Leonard was i n s e r v i c e . On March 28, 1944, he was inducted at 
Ft. Logan, Colo, and assigned to Camp S w i f t , Bastrop, Texas f o r 
h i s b a s i c t r a i n i n g . F o l l o w i n g h i s t r a i n i n g he served i n the 
P h i l i p p i n e s w i t h the 416 9th Quartermaster Depot Co. 

" A f t e r r e t u r n i n g from the Army s a f e l y and r e c e i v i n g h i s 
Honorable Discharge on January 9, 1946, he worked f o r Hommond's 
Creamery d r i v i n g i n t o the country p i c k i n g up eggs, cream & milk 
from the farmers on h i s route. L a t e r he worked i n the County 
Assessor's O f f i c e under Parke Guthrie and a l s o i n the county 
Treasurer's O f f i c e under Sam T r a v i s . 

"On December 4, 1947, t h e i r f o u r t h and youngest c h i l d , Patsy 
Lee, was born at the K i t Carson Memorial H o s p i t a l i n B u r l i n g t o n . 
The f a m i l y continued to l i v e at 246 18th S t r e e t u n t i l 1953. 
Th e i r o l d e s t daughter, A l i c e , had graduated from B u r l i n g t o n High 
School i n 1952 and was working i n Denver by then, and Leonard's 
cous i n , Emmett Teel, wanted him to go to work i n a company he was 
forming. Leonard s t a r t e d working f o r him the summer of 1953, and 
i n October of that same year they bought a house i n Edgewater and 
moved. 

"Leonard continued t o work f o r the R.A. Haines R e f r i g e r a t i o n 
Co. u n t i l h i s retirement i n 1977. He was thoroughly enjoying h i s 
f r e e time and was always busy h e l p i n g someone u n t i l he s u f f e r e d a 
heart a t t a c k on October 4, 1980. On October 29, 1980 he passed 
away f o l l o w i n g complications brought on by the heart a t t a c k . 

"Iva s t i l l (1988) l i v e s at 2215 I n g a l l s St., Edgewater, CO. 
Three of t h e i r e i g h t grandchildren a l s o l i v e i n Edgewater. There 
are now four great grandchildren. (In 1995 none of the eight 
l i v e i n Edgewater, but a l l are s t i l l i n the Denver area.) 

" A l i c e and her husband, Edwin Jacober, l i v e i n the Wet 
Mountains near W e s t c l i f f e , CO.; Leona and husband, John 
Strasheim, now l i v e i n Sun C i t y , AZ; Dorothy and husband, Bob 
Medina l i v e i n Arvada, CO; and Patsy and husband, Scott W i l l i a m s 
i n Boulder, CO when they are not e x p l o r i n g the i s l a n d s o f f the 
F l o r i d a coast i n t h e i r s a i l b o a t . 

A l i c e Mae nee Barnhart Jacober" 
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Grandpa D i l e and Jennie 
A l i c e Jacober gave us the few anecdotes we have about 

Jennie's second husband. " D i l e and Jennie d i d not have any 
c h i l d r e n . When I was very young and h i s g r a n d c h i l d r e n would come 
to v i s i t , we had some " s p i r i t e d d i s c u s s i o n s " about j u s t whose 
Grandpa he was. Since C h a r l i e was k i l l e d before I was born, D i l e 
was MY Grandpa and I didn't want to share him. Whenever he went 
to town he always brought me and my s i s t e r Leona, some candy - so 
we thought him very s p e c i a l 1 . " 

A l i c e Mae Jacober 
"Our f a m i l y always spent a l o t of time w i t h I r a ' s f a m i l y . 

We had many p i c n i c s . Mom and Louise would f i x up a bunch of 
f r i e d chicken and a l l the trimmings and we would head f o r the 
r i v e r t o go swimming. A c t u a l l y the water wasn't deep enough f o r 
swimming but a l l of us k i d s had fun p l a y i n g i n the water. Then 
we would spread blankets on the grass under the t r e e s and enjoy 
the good food. 

"Another memory about Jennie i s that she always l i k e d t o go 
f o r a d r i v e on Sunday afternoons. " Other times too, but Sunday 
seemed to be a p a r t i c u l a r f a v o r i t e . Even a f t e r I s t a r t e d to 
Business College i n Denver and would go to see Marveline and 
Warren, they would always take Jennie f o r a Sunday d r i v e . 

"When my Dad, Leonard, was i n the Army i n WWII, Mom went t o 
Texas where he was i n boot camp. My s i s t e r Leona and I stayed 
w i t h Jennie and Marveline. Esther (Rhoades) kept my s i s t e r 
Dorothy as she wasn't very o l d and was c l o s e t o the ages of 
Esther and Harley's daughter, Helen. 

Ferds f o r Wun 
"We were always going f o r a d r i v e , d i dn't have t o be f a r , 

j u s t t o get out and go. One of the games we played w h i l e r i d i n g 
was s w i t c h i n g the f i r s t l e t t e r s of words, f o r example, 'go f o r a 
r i d e ' became 'ro f o r a gide'! Sometimes we came up w i t h some 
"doozies" and b l u r t e d them out before we thought what we were 
saying. We sometimes embarrassed o u r s e l v e s ! But, we always had 
FUN. " 

Marveline's Memories of Bonny 
"Marveline, the baby of the f a m i l y , wasn't very o l d w h i l e 

they l i v e d at Bonny. While the a d u l t s were working i n the garden 
one day, she decided to go to the house. The o l d mean r o o s t e r 
who loved to catch her alone to chase and peck her d i d i t once 
too o f t e n t h i s time, and was i n v i t e d to dinner, as dumplings. 

Marveline and the pig s 
"Even as a small c h i l d she loved to p l a y w i t h the cute 

l i t t l e "runt P i g l e t s . " C h a r l i e t o l d her she should take one to 
bed w i t h her! When she t r i e d i t that very n i g h t , Jennie s a i d 

1 Jacober. [Letter] 11/13/1994 
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"No!" C h a r l i e s i d e d w i t h Jennie and Marveline was disappointed 
not seeing the tease. 

"While gath e r i n g scarce f u e l f o r the stove, t h i s time 
corncobs, Marveline hung her coat on the fence post. The bigger 
p i g s got i t and t o r e i t to shreds. I t was probably her only 
coat. 

" A f t e r Jennie married D i l e and they were l i v i n g at the 
"Broadsword p l a c e " northwest of Bonny, she and Marveline wanted a 
garden f o r flowers and food. D i l e l i k e d the pi g s to run loose so 
a garden was d i f f i c u l t . D i s c o v e r i n g the pig s were out one day, 
and n e a r l y t o the corner where they could t u r n west to Brenners, 
or east t o Bonny. She jumped i n t o the pickup, but since you 
can't d r i v e a p i g , she'd t a l k to them and l e a d them a l i t t l e way, 
then move the pickup, and t a l k them along, and move the tr u c k 
again t i l l she got them home. Afterwards she wondered why she 
didn't j u s t l e t them go." 

Iva Mae 
l v a Mae Winfrey Barnhart, A l i c e ' s mother, t o l d her, " D i l e 

always l i k e d to eat the f a t on h i s meat. One day when Dean and 
h i s w i f e Jane were l i v i n g w i t h D i l e and Jennie, Jane f i x e d lunch 
f o r them. She gave D i l e nothing but f a t i n h i s sandwich. Iva 
Mae di d n ' t say i f he l i k e d t h a t . " 

Jennie 
A l i c e remembers t h a t , "Jennie was always happy, f u l l of fun 

w i t h always a s t o r y to t e l l . I loved f o r her to rock me when I 
was l i t t l e , and t e l l me s t o r i e s about when she was young. The 
only t h i n g i s , I can't remember the s t o r i e s , j u s t that I loved t o 
l i s t e n to them whi l e we rocked. 

Rooked! 
"While Grandma Jennie and grandpa D i l e were at the R e i n h o l t 

or Cook ranch, which i s now under Bonny Reserv o i r , f r i e n d s used 
to a l l get together f o r supper of oyster soup and then p l a y t h i s 
card game, Rook, by the o l d kerosene lamps. Oyster soup and 
crackers was a l l they had to eat and I hated the o y s t e r s . My Mom 
would t e l l me j u s t to eat the milk so they q u i t g i v i n g me any 
oy s t e r s but the mi l k t a s t e d j u s t l i k e them. At l e a s t I l i k e d 
c r a c k e r s and b u t t e r ! I loved to s i t at the t a b l e w i t h them and 
watch wh i l e they played cards. The other day ( i t ' s December, 
1994) at Target I found the same o l d card game of Rook so I 
bought a deck 1. 

"During the time they l i v e d there, my Dad, Leonard, D i l e , 
and p o s s i b l y Dean, would go to the r i v e r and shoot frogs so we 
could have f r i e d f r o g l e g s . Boy!, were they d e l i c i o u s . But you 
should see the faces of the k i d s today when that s t o r y i s t o l d . 
They don't know what they missed." 

1 Jacober. [Letter] 12/6/94 
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A l i c e Jacober has enriched t h i s h i s t o r y of the Bonny, 
Colorado neighbors i n so many ways. We are a l l f o r t u n a t e t h a t 
the Barnharts love to t e l l t h e i r s t o r i e s , and do i t t h i s w e l l ! 1 

Obituary 
"Services For Leonard Barnhart" 

Leonard Nelson Barnhart was born near Hoxie, Kansas, on May 
6, 1913 to C h a r l i e and Jennie Teel Barnhart. He departed t h i s 
l i f e on Oct. 29, 1980 at the age of 67 years, f i v e months, 23 
days a f t e r a short i l l n e s s . S e r v ices were h e l d on Nov. 1, at the 
O l i n g e r Mortuary Chapel i n Wheatridge, Colo., and b u r i a l was i n 
Crown H i l l Cemetery i n Wheatridge. P a l l b e a r e r s were h i s f o u r 
sons-in-law and two grandsons. 

"When Leonard was f i v e years o l d he moved w i t h h i s f a m i l y by 
covered wagon to a farm northeast of B u r l i n g t o n . He grew to 
manhood i n t h i s area and on Jan. 27, 1933 at St. F r a n c i s , Kansas, 
was married t o l v a Mae Winfrey. To t h i s union was born four 
daughters. He and l v a s t a r t e d t h e i r married l i f e farming n o r t h 
of B u r l i n g t o n . In 1943 they moved to Denver where he worked f o r 
the Denver Medical Depot. 

"During World War I I he served i n the Army w i t h the 4169th 
Quartermaster Depot i n the Southwest P a c i f i c Theater from March 
28, 1944, to Jan. 9, 1946. He has been a member of the Veterans 
of F oreign Wars, W i l l i a m Hogate Post No. 6491 i n B u r l i n g t o n , 
since h i s discharge. A f t e r h i s discharge he returned to 
B u r l i n g t o n u n t i l October 1953. During t h i s time Leonard worked ' 
i n the county assessor's o f f i c e and i n the county t r e a s u r e r ' s 
o f f i c e . 

"In 1953 he and h i s f a m i l y moved to Denver where he spent 
the next 23 years s e r v i c i n g large r e f r i g e r a t i o n and a i r 
c o n d i t i o n i n g u n i t s w i t h the R.A. Haines Co. He was a member of 
the Pipe f i t t e r s Union, L o c a l No. 208. He r e t i r e d i n 1977 and 
had been enjoying a f u l l l i f e and good h e a l t h u n t i l Oct. 4 when 
he s u f f e r e d a heart a t t a c k which l e d to c o m p l i c a t i o n s and took 
h i s l i f e . 

"Leonard had accepted Jesus C h r i s t as h i s S a v i o r at an e a r l y 
age and was a member of the Truett Memorial B a p t i s t Church of 
Edgewater where he served as chairman of the b u i l d i n g and grounds 
committee. 

"Leonard was preceded i n death by both h i s parents; one 
s i s t e r , p e a r l , and one brother, E v e r e t t . He leaves t o mourn h i s 
passing h i s l o v i n g w i f e , l v a of Edgewater; t h e i r f o u r daughters 
and sons-in-law, A l i c e and Ed Jacober of Edgewater; Leona and 
John Strasheim of Arvada; Dorothy and B i l l Hoppers of Golden; 
Patsy and Scott W i l l i a m s of Boulder; ei g h t g r a n d c h i l d r e n , Mark 
and M a r i l y n Jacober; JoLea and J u l i e Strasheim; Jim and Jamie 
Hoppers; Tammy and Angie W i l l i a m s ; two s i s t e r s , Esther Rhoades of 
B u r l i n g t o n and Marveline F e t t e r s of L i t t l e t o n ; two b r o t h e r s , I r a 

1 H i s t o r y o f K i t . . . p. 371 
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Barnhart of B u r l i n g t o n , Dean Barnhart of Wheatridge, and many-
other r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s . 

"Leonard was a k i n d and l o v i n g husband, f a t h e r and f r i e n d 
who was always ready w i t h a h e l p i n g hand when anyone needed him. 
He w i l l be f o n d l y remembered but g r e a t l y missed by a l l who knew 
him. 

"Funeral s e r v i c e s were held at the O l i n g e r Chapel at 2 9th 
and Wadsworth, Denver, Saturday, Nov. 1 at 11 a.m. Pastor James 
Latimer of Truett Memorial B a p t i s t Church o f f i c i a t e d . Interment 
was at Crown H i l l Cemetery 1. 
The f o l l o w i n g was sent to many of Leonard's f r i e n d s : " 

"Card of Thanks 
We would l i k e to express our a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the f l o w e r s , 

cards and memorials sent i n memory of Leonard Barnhart. 
We w i l l always be g r a t e f u l f o r your thoughtfulness i n the 

expressions of sympathy extended to us i n our l o s s . 
Friends mean so much at a time l i k e t h i s . Thank you. The 

Leonard Barnhart f a m i l y . 2 " 

Everett and Vivian Barnhart 
Irene Mavis Barnhart was born i n a sod house j u s t south of 

the present Bonny Dam on the "Lundy Place." Her parents were 
Ev e r e t t Lee Barnhart and V i v i a n Irene Agan. She r e c a l l e d f o r us 
Jennie's and E v e r e t t ' s s t o r i e s about l i f e near Bonny. 

"My parents were married i n 1927 at O b e r l i n , Kansas i n 
Decatur county. They moved to Colorado where they l i v e d u n t i l 
1932. I t was dur i n g the stock market crash and the dust bowl 
years so i t was a d i f f i c u l t time f o r them. Mother e v i d e n t l y had 
asthma as she was i l l most of the time, perhaps i t was j u s t 
homesickness. The f i e l d s d r i e d up or j u s t blew away so my f a t h e r 
had to go shuck corn f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d l e a v i n g my mother alone 
w i t h o n l y the dog f o r company and no t r a n s p o r t a t i o n or neighbors. 
The o n l y music she had was l i s t e n i n g to the r a t s and mice crawl 
across the c e i l i n g at n i g h t . The dog s l e p t by her bed to warn 
her of impending dangers. 

The Disappearing Cream 
"They had a cow which she milked and made "longhorn" cheese 

to s e l l at the Hale s t o r e . I didn't ask her how she got the 
cheese to Hale w i t h my f a t h e r gone, or how they kept i t f r e s h . 
T h e i r house had deep windows and that i s where she kept the m i l k 
i n a g a l l o n can to c o o l . Each morning the cream was a l l gone from 
he top of the m i l k . You can't cover i t very t i g h t or i t w i l l 
t a s t e bad so she l a i d a newspaper over the top of the can. The 
newspaper never moved, but the cream, was d e f i n i t e l y GONE. A f t e r 

1 The B u r l i n g t o n Record, B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado, Thursday, Nov. 
20, 1980 

2 From A l i c e Jacober 
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The Winfrey f a m i l y has prepared a map, of t h e i r homesteads 1 

showing t h e i r h o l d i n g s . 
1. John R. Winfrey Homestead 13 June, 1906 
2. James W. Winf.rey Homestead 12 A p r i l , 1907 
3. Bonny P. 0. E s t . 3 June 1915 D i s c . 29 Feb, 1924 
4. Happy Hollow School 
5. James C. Winfrey.Tax t i t l e 8 June, 193 2 
6. Cook School B u i l t 1915 
7. M o r r i s P. O. E s t . 18 Mar 1907 D i s c . Mar 15, 1914 2 

8. Broadsword School B u i l t 1800's a soddy, wood @ 1915 

1 See map l i s t near f r o n t of book. 
2 Preceded Bonny Post O f f i c e . Note M o r r i s Post O f f i c e i s west 

of Bonny i n S e c t i o n 9 on t h i s map. The Winfreys knew the M o r r i s 
f a m i l y , and the second postmaster, E l l i s C l a r k . The e d i t o r s f e e l 
t h i s l o c a t i o n i s c o r r e c t . 



many n i g h t s of t h i s repeated mystery, she woke suddenly t o hear 
the paper move. She turned up the wick on the kerosene lamp and 
was a b i g b u l l snake s l i t h e r i n g down the can. He j u s t s l i d h i s 
head under the paper and drank the cream. The paper stayed 
i n t a c t . 

"Probably her most f r i g h t e n i n g time was when she woke up and 
saw a r a t s e t t i n g ( s i c) on her stomach! That was when she 
brought the dog i n s i d e to sleep by her bed. No wonder she was 
s i c k ! 

"Jennie t o l d about Eve r e t t hunting on the Republican R i v e r . 
He was q u i t e a trapper and got Minks, skunks and other varmints. 
He loved t o hunt and trap a l l h i s l i f e . His horse stumbled and 
f e l l w h i l e he was hunting, broke h i s l e g very bad. That didn't 
q u e l l the hunting fever, but he never t r u s t e d a horse again." 

Irene Mavis Barnhart (From A l i c e Jacober) 
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Barnhart Genealogy 
Most of the data on descendants of C h a r l i e and Jennie was 

r e c e i v e d from our Barnhart e d i t o r , A l i c e Mae Barnhart. Louise 
Barnhart a l s o helped. 

*** 

C h a r l i e "F." Barnhart, born November 26, 1882. Died October 26, 
1930 i n St. F r a n c i s , KA. Married 
Sarah Jane "Jennie" T e e l , born May 6, 1885 i n M c F a l l , 
MO. Died January 15, 1972 i n L i t t l e t o n , CO. M a r r i e d 
C h a r l i e on 31 May, 1905. (Date from Marveline) 
C h a r l i e ' s dad, James F r a n k l i n Barnhart d i e d October 24, 
1923 . 

Jennie Then Married 
Alexander D i l e Henderson, born August 5, 1881 i n Turkey, Texas. 

He l i v e d i n Indian T e r r i t o r y , Rooks county, Kansas, and 
the B u r l i n g t o n area. He d i e d June 16, 1943. His f i r s t 
w i f e was 

N e l l i e B e l l e Parmer, born September 7, 1886 at A l t o n , Kansas. 
They wed November 27, 1904. She d i e d i n January 4, 1931. 

D i l e M a r r i e d Jennie on September 3, 1932. 

C h a r l i e and Jennie's C h i l d r e n and Grandchildren: 
1. E v e r e t t Lee Barnhart, born February 23, 1906 i n Menlo, Thomas 

County KS. Died June 26, 1972 i n Atwood, KS. B u r i e d 
A c h i l l e s Cemetery, Atwood. Married 
V i v i a n I r i n e Agan, Born February 1, 1908 i n A c h i l l e s , 
Rawlins County, KS at home. Died October 29, 1991 i n 
Atwood. 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
l a Irene Mavis, 1929, who Married 
M e l v i n Vap who d i e d i n 1983. She then married S a l t 
Guth, and hyphenated her name as Vap-Guth. Address, 
815 South 1st, Atwood, KS 67730 
2a M e r l i n Lee, 1934 
3a Neal Bruce, 1939 
4a D i l e F r a n c i s , 1941-1985 
5a Nema A l t a , 1943 
6a Margaret Mae, 1946 
7a R e l l Leon, 1952 

2. Florence "Esther" Barnhart, March 27, 1908 i n Menlo, KS. 
Marr i e d Harley Lemuel Rhoades, Born A p r i l 23, 1903 i n 
McCraken, KS. Died January 22, 1988 i n B u r l i n g t o n , CO. 
B u r i e d F a i r v i e w Cemetery i n B u r l i n g t o n . 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
l b Ray Dean, 1937 
2b Helen Marie, 1941 

3. I r a Glen Barnhart, Born February 11, 1910 i n Menlo, KS. Died 
September 11, 1992 i n B u r l i n g t o n , CO. B u r i e d F a i r v i e w 
Cemetery i n B u r l i n g t o n . Married Louise M i l d r e d Smith, 
Born October 20, 1916 i n B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado. 
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Born October 20, 1916 i n B u r l i n g t o n , Colorado. 
Louise's parents were P h i l b e r t Abner Smith and Martha 
Tayl o r . P.A. was born i n Tarkio, M i s s o u r i September 
24, 1888 t o Mr. and Mrs. J e r r y Smith. He married 
Martha Josephine, " J o s i e " Taylor, i n October, 1915. 
She was the daughter of Richard Bennett Taylor J r 1 and 
C l a r a B e l l e , or B e l l B a i l e y Taylor. He and h i s brother 
Jasper had c a r r i e d the mail from Hale to Wray. Martha 
d i e d May 25, 1989 i n B u r l i n g t o n . 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
l c Eva L o l e t t a Cousins, 1933 
2c S h i r l e y Margaret Thomas, 1935 
3c C h a r l o t t e Louise Osborn, 1939 
4c Denzel I r a , 1943-1992 
5c D e l v i n Eugene, 194 6 
6c Rodney Lee, 1953 

4. Leonard Nelson Barnhart, Born May 6, 1913 i n Hoxie, Sheridan 
County KS. Died October 29, 1980 almost e x a c t l y 50 
years a f t e r h i s Dad, C h a r l i e Barnhart, who die d on 
October 24, 1923. C h a r l i e d i e d almost e x a c t l y seven 
years a f t e r h i s Dad, James F r a n k l i n Barnhart, who d i e d 
October 24, 1923. Leonard die d i n Wheat Ridge, CO. 
B u r i e d Crown H i l l Cemetery. Married 
l v a Mae Winfrey, born March 11, 1914 i n B u r l i n g t o n , CO. 
2215 I n g a l l s S t r e e t , Edgewater, CO 80214. ( S i s t e r of 
L o l a Winfrey Rhoades of B u r l i n g t o n ) . 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
Id A l i c e Mae Barnhart, 1935 Married 
Edwin C h r i s Jacober. 
2d Leona Marie, 193 7 
3d Dorothy Kay, 1943 
4d Patsy Lee, 1947 

5. Wilbur "Dean" Barnhart, Born October 3, 1918 i n Rexford, KS. 
Died August 3, 1986 i n Lakewood, CO. Buried Crown H i l l 
Cemetery. Married E l i z a b e t h "Jane" L e v i n , born 
February 22, 1919 i n S a l i n a , KS. Died October 2, 1986 
i n Westminster, CO. Buried Crown H i l l Cemetery. 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
l e Wilma Jean, 1939 
2e Mary Jane, 1943 
3e Gary Dean, 1951 

6. P e a r l Marie Barnhart, Born December 1, 1921 i n B u r l i n g t o n , CO. 
Died at age 13 on March 14, 1935 i n B u r l i n g t o n . B u r i e d 
at F a i r v i e w Cemetery. (Cancer) 

1 Richard's f a t h e r , Richard Bennett Taylor Sr. had a daughter 
by h i s f i r s t w i f e . She was E l l a Bonny, address and age unknown, 
but she r e c e i v e d a " c h i l d ' s share" of the e s t a t e . 
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7. Marveline Frances Barnhart, born November 5, 1924 i n Hale, CO. 
Marr i e d Warren Cash F e t t e r s , born June 16, 1924 i n 
Kansas C i t y , MO. Died A p r i l 13, 1993 i n L i t t l e t o n , CO. 
B u r i e d F a i r v i e w Cemetery. 
T h e i r c h i l d r e n : 
I f Leora Frances, 1946 
2f V a l e r i a M i c h e l l e , 1957 

Last of C h a r l i e and Jennie's immediate descendants. 
**** 

Some Other R e l a t i v e s 
E v e r e t t Winfrey i s A l i c e ' s uncle 

James C. Winfrey i s another of A l i c e ' s u ncles. He t o l d the s t o r y 
of Ike [1865] and the kerosene - g a s o l i n e mix-up, and a l s o 
prepared the Winfrey Homesteads map. Mrs. A l Conkling, nee Mary 
Miser, was the f i r s t wife of James C. She l i v e s at 1516 6th 
Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50311. She i s the daughter of Charles E. 
Miser. 

V i r g i l Winfrey 400 South State, Yates Center, KS 66783 i s James' 
brother. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 
Ash Rock and Bonnv Land Holdinas 

Oliva presents a det a i l e d description of the types or pronerxy a c q u i s i t i o n used i n Ash 
Rock, and of the s o i l s found i n each section, residences found i n 1983. A det a i l e d l i s t of codes 
for .property a c q u i s i t i o n , and s o i l types precedes the l i s t . Bonny r e l a t i v e s are presented here. 

w- c- V a n D y k e w h o h a d o n e of the very f i r s t years claims i n 1874 had land i n sections S, 

Isaac [1822] i n sections 3,4; Isaac [1865] i n 3,- Vernon i n 3; Jacob i n 10; The D i s t r i c t 
18 Ash Rock School where his children attended was i n section 12. The Ash Rock Stone Church was 
i n section 14 with the cemetery across the road i n 15. The church was two miles south of t h e i r 
home according to Velma. See the e a r l i e r Ash Rock map i n chapter one. 

»** • 
Ash Rock, Kansas P la t Map1 

T-6-S ASH ROCK R-T6-W 

Ash Rock Households, 1982 

1 From Ash Rock and the Stone church, p. 313. See also p. 7 



S o i l s , Settlers, and Land Owners, Ash Rock 
The arrangement i s by quarter-sections within each of the t h i r t y - s i x sections, arranged i n 

order from 1 to 36. Whenever a portion of a quarter-section was owned separate from the rest 
(such as one-half or one-quarter of the quarter-section) that has been indicated. Where there 
are no such indications, the information i s for the entire quarter-section 

Information on sett l e r s and land owners was compiled from the Tract' Books of the United 
States General Land Office and the records i n the Register of Deeds Office, Rooks County Court 
House Not a l l entries recorded by the Register of Deeds have been presented here. No mortgage 
»«°n«f "ï3" P r l ^ W e o e C O p i S d b e c a u s e ° f la<=* of space and the fact that such information 
was not always recorded. Since the primary objective was to show the land owners, many short-
term changes i n ownership were omitted, especially when the land ended back under the name of the 
o r i g i n a l owner after several transfers. Also, some of the transfers among credit i n s t i t u t i o n s 
following foreclosures were omitted because the purpose was to show individual land holders 
except for the instances where credit i n s t i t u t i o n s i n i t i a l l y took the land. Anyone interested i n 
pursuing the information summarized here may do so at the Register of Deeds Office 

The following l i s t of abbreviations explains what each means in connection with settlers 
and land owners ( s o i l abbreviations are given separately): 

AdD - Administrator's Deed 
Cash - Cash payment for a homestead or timber-culture entry, i n l i e u of f u l f i l l i n c r other 

requirements 
CWD - Corporate Warranty Deed 
et a l . - and others (Latin) 
ExD - Executor's Deed 

v. F' R' ,1 F i n a l R e c e i P t a t t i m e o f "Proof" that a l l requirements had been met on homestead 
or timber-culture entry, accompanied by date 

HS - Homestead entry, with date of f i l i n g 
QCD - Quitclaim Deed, by which one person gave a l l rights, t i t l e , and interest i n the land 

to another without providing a guarantee or warranty of t i t l e . 
PAT - Patent or t i t l e of ownership issued by the President of the United States, with date 

Pre41 - Pre-emption (1841 law) f i l i n g ; required a cash payment of $1.25 per acre 
TC - Timber-culture entry, with date of f i l i n g 
RecD - Receiver's Deed 
ShD - Sheriff's Deed 
TxD - Tax Deed 
WD - Warranty Deed, by which one person guaranteed another that he or she had clear t i t l e 

and would defend the grantee against a l l claims 

The key to the s o i l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s requires more explanation, and the following 
abbreviations of s o i l s types are followed by the name and a brief summary of the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s -

HA: Harney s i l t loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. This s o i l i s found i n Ash Rock along upland 
ridge tops and comprises approximately 14% of the t o t a l area. I t i s nearly l e v e l and i t i s 
ea s i l y cultivated. I t i s rated as "prime farmland" and well suited to wheat, grain sorghum, and 

HM: Heizer-Brownell gravelly loams, 5 to 3 0 percent slopes. These are steep slopes alonq 
some draws i n Ash Rock and are not suited to cultivation. This c l a s s i f i c a t i o n includes about 1% 
of the land. Rock outcroppings are often found. There are some native grasses which provide 
grazing for livestock. ^ 

HO: Holdredge s i l t loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes. This r i c h s o i l i s "prime farmland" and 
comprises only about 1% of Ash Rock. It i s well suited to wheat, grain sorghum, and a l f a l f a 

HR: Holdredge s i l t loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes. This excellent s o i l , also "prime 
farmland,» i s found mainly along upland ridges and comprises about 34% of Ash Rock land It i s 
well suited to cultivated crops. I t i s subject to water erosion, and i t serves best when 
terraced and farmed on the contour. 

HS: Holdrege s i l t loam, 3 to 6 percent slopes. This i s similar i n productivity to HR, but 
i t has steeper slopes and i s more subject to water erosion. Only about 1% of Ash Rock s o i l i s i n 
this "prime-farmland" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

RS: Roxbury s i l t loam, occasionally flooded. This deep s o i l i s on the flood plains i n 
drainage ways. I t produces well, and i t i s suited to cultivation. Much of i t i s l e f t i n 
pastures because steep slopes on the sides of the drainage ways make i t inconvenient to farm the 
narrow s t r i p s . About 8% of the land i n Ash Rock f i t s this "prime-farmland" type 
... f F*T Uly s i l t loam, 3 to 6 percent slopes. This moderately sloping s o i l comprises about 
28% of Ash Rock, and i t i s "prime farmland," well suited to the same cultivated crops Water 
erosion i s a problem, and terracing and contour farming help considerably. Portions of Ulv s i l t 
loams are l e f t i n grasslands as a means of controlling erosion. 

US: Uly s i l t loam, 6 to 10 percent slopes. Similar to UR but with steeper slopes this 
s o i l type comprises about 3% of Ash Rock land. Most i s used for range, but some i s cultivated 
Water erosion i s a severe hazard. 

WK: Wakeen s i l t loam, 3 to 7 percent slopes. This i s found mainly on side h i l l s , and 
i t makes up about 3% of Ash Rock. Most areas are used for range, but some are cultivated It i s 
only moderately well suited to cultivation, and water erosion i s a severe hazard It usuallv 
serves best when l e f t i n grass. 

WX: Wakeen s i l t loam, 7 to 20 percent slopes. These are steeper side h i l l s , and this 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n includes about 7% of Ash Rock s o i l s . This s o i l i s best suited to range The 
topsoil tends to be thin, and a hazard i s overgrazing. Rock outcroppings often accompany this 
s o i l class, and the limestone used to surface roads often comes from these areas. 

[See the map for the location of these farms] 
Section 3,6-lS; Soils HA, HR, RS, UR, WK, Residences, 1983: none. 
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NORTHEAST QUARTER 3-6-16 Isaac Bonny WD=Warranty Deed-Isaac Bonny [born 1865?], Feb. 2, 1892: 
WD-Jacob Bonny Dec. 14, 1898, NORTH 1/2 Isaac Bonny J r . [born 1865] Dec. 16, 1919: SOUTH 1/2 WD-
Vernon Bonny Dec. 19, 1919: QCD-Clara Bonny Jan 27, 1941: WD-Evylena Lehman, Oct. 3, 1956 
(Velma's step s i s t e r ) . 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER, 3-6-16 HS=Homestead entry- Isaac Bonny [1822] May 19, 1880, FR- Nov. 16 1883: 
PAT=Patent from the Pr e s i d e n t - I s a a c Bonny, Dec. 20, 1884: 

Se c t i o n 4, 6-16; S o i l s HA, HR, RS, UR, WK, Residences, 1983 None. 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 4-6-16 TC-[born 1822] Isaac Bonny, Oct. 11, 1878: NORTHEAST QUARTER 10-6-16 
TC=Timber Culture-Jacob Bonny Apr. 25, 1892 Cash Sept. 19, 1896: PAT- Jacob Bonny, Dec. 1, 1897. 
WD- W i l l i a m J . (Jacob)Bonny Sept 29, 1919: QCD=Quit Claim Deed-Jacob Bonny, March 10, 1934. WD-
C l a r a Bonny May, 19, 1934? (Velma's guess): 

S e c t i o n 11, 6-16 SOILS HA, HR, UR, Residences, 1983 none. NORTHEAST QUARTER, 11-6-16 TC-
W i l l i a m C. Van Dyke Aug. 19, 1875; F.R.=Final Receipt Sep. 22, 1883: PAT- W i l l i a m C. Van Dyke, 
Mar. 10, 1884: 

S e c t i o n 12,6-16 SOILS HA, HR, UR, Residences, 1983 Kent Townley. 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 12-6-16 HS-W.C. Van Dyke, Jun. 26, 1874; F.R.: PAT- W.C. Van Dyke Apr. 29, 
1881: 

S e c t i o n 14,6-16 SOILS HR, RS, UR, WX, Residences 1983 Wayne Jones. Leo E. O l i v a [author of 
book] . The ASH ROCK CHURCH i s at the SOUTHWEST corner of s e c t i o n 14-6-16. The CEMETERY i s j u s t 
west across the road i n S e c t i o n 15-6-16 1. D i s t r i c t 18, the E l d e r or Ash Rock SCHOOL i s at the 
NORTHWEST corner of the SOUTHWEST QUARTER of Sect i o n 11-6-16. 

S e c t i o n 15, 6-16 SOILS HA, HR, UR, Residences, 1983 E.I. O l i v a . 

Land Holdings i n Bonny 
This [Bonny Area P l a t s Map] "Section 11, Township 6, South Range, 43 West..." dated 1922 

i s from the Old Town Museum and shows the Bonny Post O f f i c e , schools, and pro p e r t y owners nearby. 
Broadsword School i s i n S e c t i o n 30, and Happy Hollow School i s i n s e c t i o n 15. Note Isaac's 
h o l d i n g s . Leander and L o u e l l a Rogers, near Bonny, were Velma's uncle and aunt. 

Below i s a map of the Bonny Area P l a t s From 1922. Note Happy V a l l e y School i n s e c t i o n 15, 
and Broadsword school i n s e c t i o n 30 

1 O l i v a . pp. 314-388 
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Land Holdings, Bonny Bonny Land Holdings, continued 
( A l l Isaac's [1865] ) 

During our June 1994 t r i p t o 
Bonny, we v i s i t e d the court house and 
the K i t Carson County A b s t r a c t Company 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g p r o p e r t y ownership by 
the Bonnys and the Barnharts. 

The a b s t r a c t company gave us 
the f o l l o w i n g quotes from t h e i r 
records. Ike's o r i g i n a l patent from 
President Wilson can be seen w i t h h i s 
post o f f i c e h i s t o r y above, i n Chapter 
Two. 

Recording Date 
2a 

United States t o Isaac Bonny 
Book 119 Page 77 March 7, 1916 

3a 
County Treasurer t o Frank W. 
Book 25 Page 2 

Roberts 

D e s c r i p t i o n 
2b 

Patent ( o r i g i n a l owner) Dated Dec. 6, 
1917, NEl/4 Sec. 11 & El/2 of SE1/4 2 
Nl/2 SW1/4 Sec. 1 Twp 6 Rng. 43 320 
A(=acres) Signed by the President 
Woodrow Wilson, By M.P. LeRoy, 
Secretary L.Q.C. Lamar, Recorder 
Seal a f f i x e d . 

3b 
Tax s a l e C e r t i f i c a t e of Purchase 
#10856 Dated Nov. 19 1920, NEl/4 Sec. 
11 Twp. 6 Rng. 43, Sold f o r taxes of 
1919 (10856=tax s a l e number) 

4a 
County Treasurer t o Isaac Bonny, Book 
25 Page 2 

5a 
Isaac Bonny t o The P u b l i c Trustee, K i t 
Carson County, use of (loan from) Emma 
B. Ketchum Book 184 Page 124 Sept. 5, 
1922 Recorded at Courthouse Sept. 5, 
1922 ("Even date"= what? ed.) 

8a 
County Treasurer 
Book 226 Page 2 

to A.D. Henderson 

9a 
Isaac Bonny and Laura Bonny His wife 
t o Alexander D. Henderson, Book 215 
Page 266 Dated Sept. 29, 1925 

10a 
Emma B. Ketchum and A.D. Henderson 
Book 247 Page 2 March 29, 1930 
Item 5 l i s t s 1922 & 1927. (1921 i s 
impossible?) 

4b 
C e r t i f i c a t e of Redemption 
Dated Dec. 22, 1920 
Redeems Tax Sale No. 10656 
shown at en t r y No. 3 of t h i s A b s t r a c t . 

5b 
Deed of Trust Dated Aug. 30, (Probably 
3rd) 1922 NEl/4 Sec. 11 Twp 6 Rng. 43 
One note of even date f o r $100 0 Aug. 
30, 1927, w i t h i n t e r e s t a ccording t o 
tenor of c e r t a i n i n t e r e s t notes. 
A f t e r d e f a u l t s e l l at the Front door 
of the Court house. K i t Carson County, 
Colorado, or on s a i d premises, a f t e r 
four weeks n o t i c e i n some newspaper 
pub l i s h e d i n s a i d County. Acknowledged 
Aug. 30, 1922 before Hobart M. 
Harr i s o n , Notary P u b l i c , K i t Carson 
County, Colo. Commission e x p i r e s Dec. 
26, 1924 N o t a r i a l s e a l a f f i x e d . 

8b 
Redemption C e r t i f i c a t e Dated Sept. 29, 
1925, NEl/4 S 11 T 6 R 43, Redeems 
Tax Sale C e r t i f i c a t e No. 15734 

9b 
Warranty Deed Dated Sept. 29, 1925, 
NEl/4 Sec. 11 Tsp 6 Rng 43, 
$1.00 Revenue stamp a f f i x e d . Subject 
to t r u s t deed f o r $1000 Ack. Sept. 29, 
1925 before Henry G. Hoskin, Notary 
P u b l i c , K i t Carson County, Colo. 
Commission e x p i r e s Feb. 3, 192 9 
N o t a r i a l Seal a f f i x e d . 

10b 
Agreement f o r Extension of Trust Deed 
Dated Aug. 30, 1928, NEl/4 S 11 T 
6 R 43, Extends Trust Deed recorded 
i n Book 184 at Page 124 from August 
30, 1928 to August 30, 1921. Ack. 
August 30, 1928 before E l l a A. O'Brien 
Notary p u b l i c , K i t Carson County, 
Colo. Commission e x p i r e s Jan. 24, 1931 
N o t a r i a l Seal a f f i x e d . 
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l i a 
John s. Boggs, P u b l i c Trustee, K i t 
Carson County, Colo, to Isaac Bonny, 
Book (none given) Feb. 18, 1931 

12a 
Alexander D. Henderson to Jennie 
Barnhart, Book (none given) February 
18, 1931 

13a 
On J u l y 21, 1938 the Colorado Sec. of 
State announced the boundaries of the 
P l a i n v i e w S o i l Conservation D i s t r i c t , 
which i n c l u d e s the Bonny area. 

14a 
2G4765 Jennie Henderson Formerly 
Jennie Barnhart to A.D. Henderson and 
Jennie Henderson, husband and wife, 
Book 291 Page 239, Mar. 29, 1943 
(Compare dates i n 14, 15 & 16) 

15a 
269764 In the Matter of the Death of 
Alexander D i l e Henderson, Book 288 
Page 53 5 Apr. 17, 1944 

16a 
269765 Concerning J o i n t Tenancy, Book 
288 Page 546 Apr. 17, 1944 

l i b 
Release of Trust Deed Dated Feb. 18, 
1931, NEl/4 Sec 11 Twp 6 Rng 43, 
Releases Trust Deed recorded i n Book 
184 at Page 124, Ack. Feb. 18, 1931 
before Henry G. Hoskin February 18, 
1931, Notary P u b l i c , K i t Carson 
County, Colo. Commission e x p i r e s May 
16, 1933 N o t a r i a l Seal a f f i x e d . 

12b 
Warranty Deed Dated Jan. 19, 1931, 
NEl/4 Sec 11 Twp 6 Rng 43, Ack. 
Jan. 19, 1931 before Henry G. Hoskin 
Notary P u b l i c , K i t Carson County, 
Colo. Commission e x p i r e s May 16, 1933 
N o t a r i a l Seal a f f i x e d . 

13b 
Pla i n v i e w S o i l E r o sion D i s t r i c t 

14b 
S p e c i a l Warranty Deed to J o i n t Tenants 
Dated Mar. 27, 1943. $1.00 and other 
valuable c o n s i d e r a t i o n , NEl/4 Sec. 11 
Twp. 6 Rng. 43, Conveys unto p a r t i e s 
of the second p a r t , not i n tenancy i n 
common but i n j o i n t tenancy, the 
s u r v i v o r of them, t h e i r assigns and 
the h e i r s and assigns of such s u r v i v o r 
forever. Acknowledged Mar. 27, (See 
3/27/43 above) Before B e t t y Harrison,-
Notary P u b l i c , K i t Carson County, 
Colorado Commission e x p i r e s Dec. 7, 
1944. SEAL. 

15b 
State of Colorado Bureau of V i t a l 
S t a t i s t i c s Standard Death C e r t i f i c a t e 
C e r t i f i e s that decedent d i e d June 16, 
1943, Signed: Charles Smith, M.D. 
C e r t i f i e d Feb. 1, 1944 by R.L. Cleere, 
M.D. R e g i s t e r of V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s by 
N.C. Nachezel, Deputy R e g i s t e r 

16b 
Supporting A f f i d a v i t , Thornton H. 
Thomas, J r . , on oath s t a t e s that 
Alexander D i l e Henderson r e f e r r e d to 
i n C e r t i f i c a t e of Death by State 
R e g i s t e r of V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s on Feb. 
1, 1943, was at the time of h i s death 
on June 16, 1943, the owner i n j o i n t 
tenancy w i t h Jennie Henderson of NEl/4 
Sec. 11 Twp. 6 Rng. 43 and other lands 
i n K i t Carson County, Colorado, and 
that he has no record i n t e r e s t i n s a i d 
property and that Alexander D i l e 
Henderson was a l s o known as Alexander 
D. Henderson and A.D. Henderson. 
Signed: Thornton H. Thomas, J r . 
Subscribed and sworn to Mar. 27, 1944 
before Luetta L. Watkins, Notary 
P u b l i c , K i t Carson County, Colorado. 
Commission ex p i r e s Dec. 17, 1947 SEAL. 
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Township 6. S e c t i o n . Range 43 West. 

E l l i s C l a r k had a s t o r e and post o f f i c e at M o r r i s , Colorado which c l o s e d before Isaac Bonny 
[1865] opened h i s . E l l i s had been postmaster a f t e r James M o r r i s . The Broadswords were r e l a t e d to 
the Bonnys through L e l a Broadsword Bonny who was married to Casey, and a f t e r h i s death L y l e , sons 
of Isaac [1886] . 

A patent i s an o r i g i n a l homestead grant, not a purchase. These names were f a m i l i a r i n the 
Bonny area. 

Se c t i o n 6 
D e s c r i p t i o n Name F i n a l Proof Date 

Lots 9,10,11,SE NW, l o t s 4,5, Wm Zick J u l y 7, 1913 
Lot 1 D i e t r i c k Lange Oct. 21, 1901 
Lot 8, SE NE F i n a l proof J u l y 3, 1917 Wm S Broadsword Jan. 6, 1914 
SE SW, SW SE F i n a l proof May 11, 1914 Isaac Bonney ( s i c ) Apr. 20, 1910 

This was l i k e l y Isaac [1886] as he was i n Colorado f o r the 1910 census. S e v e r a l other l o t s 
were inked i n but were unreadable. 

S e c t i o n 7 
NEl/4, SE1/4 E l v a C. Smith J u l y 25, 1913 
Lots 1,2,3,4, El/2 NW F i n a l proof 5/11/14 Isaac Bonney ( s i c ) Apr. 20, 1910 

This s e c t i o n a l s o had an i n k en t r y f o r A l f r e d G. C o l l i n s patented Sept. 1923. 

Se c t i o n 8 
El/2 SW, Sl/2 SE, Nl/2 SE E l l i s L. C l a r k 1 Dec. 12, 1912 

E l l i s N. B o i l i n g , Maye E. Smith, Amy B e l l e Smith (with a f i n a l proof by Walter S. Clark) were 
i n t h i s s e c t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 9 
NEl/4 James A. M o r r i s 2 Feb. 25, 1911 
Wl/2 SW E l l i s L. C l a r k 3 Dec. 12, 1912 

A l l a n Rogers and Edw. G. Pattee had f i n a l proofs l i s t e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 11 
NEl/4 F i n a l proof Isaac Bonny J u l y 17, 1917 

1 He was second postmaster at M o r r i s . 
2 F i r s t postmaster at M o r r i s 
3 See M o r r i s Post O f f i c e d e s c r i p t i o n above. These dates match 

the post o f f i c e dates. S e c t i o n nine matches the Winfrey map. 
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Appendix 2 
A Few E a r l y References to the Name Bonny 

Many pub l i s h e d sources have used the word Bonny i n regard to 
t h i s area._ A few of the most important ones l o c a t e d f o l l o w . 

The t i t l e from which we gathered the most data was H i s t o r y 
o f K i t Carson C o u n t y . . . The Bonny f a m i l y i n f o r m a t i o n i n c l u d e d 
was used. The Barnhart f a m i l y a l s o described themselves very 
w e l l i n t h i s volume. The school information, maps and e t c . were 
e x c e l l e n t . The p u b l i s h e r , C u r t i s Media, authorized our use of 
re l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n . We are t h a n k f u l . 

The B u r l i n g t o n P u b l i c L i b r a r y sent the f o l l o w i n g from, 
H e n r y ' s Scrapbook. By Henry Hoskin. B u r l i n g t o n , CO: cl981 . 
"There were s e v e r a l post o f f i c e s , which u s u a l l y were i n 
con j u n c t i o n w i t h a s t o r e , mostly short l i v e d . . . Bonny was l o c a t e d 
i n S e c t i o n 4 (sic)-6-43 and was founded by Isaac Bonny. This i s 
the post o f f i c e from which the Bonny Dam takes i t s name1." (The 
c o r r e c t s e c t i o n i s 11, not 4) 

An i n t e r e s t i n g l i t t l e book of questionable a u t h e n t i c i t y 
l o c a t e d i n the B u r l i n g t o n L i b r a r y s t a t e d , "1910. The Bonny Post 
O f f i c e was l o c a t e d where the o l d E l l i s Clark Store stood, about 
twenty m i l e s north of B u r l i n g t o n and about two eas t 2 . " This i s 
an e r r o r . Mr. Clark had h i s establishment i n M o r r i s , Colorado, 
near Bonny. Both Louise Barnhart and Esther Rhoades a t t e s t to 
t h i s f a c t , as does a l l other research done by the e d i t o r s . 

One of the documents sent to the e d i t o r s by Mr Kutz revealed 
the name source. "To d i s t i n g u i s h them ...(the Bureau of 
Reclamation s i t e s ) . . . from the Army's Hale s i t e , ...the two 
Bureau of Reclamation s i t e s on the South Fork (of the Republican 
River) were designated as the Bonny No. 1 and the Bonny No 2. 
s i t e s , named a f t e r a l i t t l e town of Bonny, once l o c a t e d about 
f i v e m i l e s south of the s i t e s 3 . " 

The Colorado Gaze t teer , (1983), l i s t s Bonny Creek, Bonny 
Re s e r v o i r , and Bonny Dam Landing S t r i p , a l l bearing Isaac's name. 

(n.p.) 
The Eas t e rn Colorado Regiona l Telephone D i r e c t o r y f o r 1993 

l i s t s a "Bonny Gathering Co.", "Bonny Lake," "Bonny Marina," and 
the "Bonny State Recreation Area," on page 28. 

1 Hoskins. p. 152 
2 K i t Carson and i t s Catt lemen, p.55. J.C. Winfrey's parents 

knew the M o r r i s f a m i l y and l i k e l y got mail there. His map agrees 
i n date and l o c a t i o n w i t h the p l a t map of Bonny. 

3 "Synopsis..." p. 4 
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The Colorado F i s h i n g Season. .. 1 l i s t s , "Bonny R e s e r v o i r -
Yuma County 

a. A l l smallmouth bass and largemouth bass must be at l e s t 15 
inches i n leng t h or longer ( s i c ) . 

b. F i s h i n g i s p r o h i b i t e d from the dam, March 15- A p r i l 15 
between the hours of 1/2 hour before sunset tp 1/2 hour a f t e r 
s u n r i s e . 

The Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n [Booklet] l i s t s "Bonny Angus" under 
the Chester E. James name. He a d v e r t i s e d Angus breeding b u l l s 2 . 
(No other "Bonny" e n t r i e s were seen i n the names found i n the 
advertisements) 

V e r l Manwarren, l i b r a r i a n at S t r a t t o n High School, sent the 
f o l l o w i n g data. "Bonny, Colorado was a post o f f i c e which was i n 
ope r a t i o n i n K i t Carson County from 1915 to 1924. I t was 
operated by Isaac Bonny [1865] who presumably moved t o Idaho 
a f t e r he l e f t the post o f f i c e . . . 3 " 

The 49th Annual Volume Colorado Bus iness D i r e c t o r y With a 
Complete C l a s s i f i e d D i r e c t o r y o f the E n t i r e S t a t e , i n c l u d i n g 
Mines , Reduc t ion Works, e t c . 1921. P r i c e $15.00. Denver, 
Colorado. The Gazetteer P u b l i s h i n g & P r i n t i n g Co. E s t a b l i s h e d 
1891., s a i d under the index heading of towns, "Bonny, Post 
O f f i c e i n K i t Carson county ( s i c ) . 21 1/2 mil e s n o r t h of 
b u r l i n g t o n ( s i c ) , the county seat, r a i l r o a d and banking p o i n t . 
Farming and stock r a i s i n g are the p r i n c i p a l i n d u s t r i e s . 
P o p u l a t i o n of neighborhood 110. A l t i t u d e 4,160 f e e t . Bonny 
Isaac, [1865] (sic) genl mmdse, postmaster" 

A photocopied page from, A Guide to P l a c e s on the Colorado 
P r a i r i e 1540-1974, fu r n i s h e d by the Denver P u b l i c L i b r a r y s t a t e d 
under "Places i n the Past ... Bonny ( r u r a l post o f f i c e ) was 
l o c a t e d about eighteen m i l e s north of B u r l i n g t o n , and the Bonny 
Post O f f i c e was i n oper a t i o n from 1915 to 1924." This 
p u b l i c a t i o n a l s o contained a map t i t l e d "Some R a i l r o a d Tracks, 
Chicago, Rock I s l a n d & P a c i f i c Railway" which showed the town 
s p e l l e d "Bonney." I t appeared r i g h t on highway 51 and was ©10 
mile s west of Ashland and three miles north of M o r r i s . The town 
was a l s o indexed as "Bonney." Included i s a map of post o f f i c e s 
i n K i t Carson County i n c l u d i n g Bonney ( s i c ) 4 . 

1 Page 23 
2 Page 57 
3 Manwarren 
4 Page 182 
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A t l a s o f Colorado Ghost Towns s t a t e s , "Rural PO about 18 
miles north of B u r l i n g t o n , 1915-19241. 

A c t i o n on the P l a i n s , from the Yuma County H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y has r i c h pages on Bonny, Colorado by B i l l Bonny, Velma's 
brother and Goldie F r i n g e r , quoted below. A p i c t u r e of the sto r e 
i s shown on page 122. Note the b r i c k chimney which re p l a c e d 
Ike's metal pipe. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Ike Bonny Sr. had moved about 22 miles North 
of B u r l i n g t o n i n K i t Carson County where they had t h e i r Bonny 
Post O f f i c e and sto r e i n about 1912. They constructed the small 
four-room house of adobe blocks and had the post o f f i c e i n what 
was the l i v i n g room." (The date 1912 here i s our only 
i n d i c a t i o n of when Ike Senior [1865] a r r i v e d at Bonny. The 1910 
census i n d i c a t e s Ike J r . [1886] was already here w i t h h i s wife 
F l o y and t h e i r c h i l d P e a r l . Isaac [1865] was not l i s t e d i n Bonny 
that year 2. ) 

E s t i e C a r t e r sees a s t r e e t near her home i n B u r l i n g t o n named 
Bonny Dr i v e . Homes were b u i l t there f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n workers at 
Bonny Dam3. 

1 Page 1 
2 Page 123 
3 C a r t e r , E s t i e . 1/20/1995 
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Appendix 3 
Some Recent Bonny References 

Bonny Dam has remained a source of news items i n B u r l i n g t o n . 
Almost every item i n t h i s sampling i s from c l i p p i n g s f u r n i s h e d 
by E s t i e C a r t e r , our most h e l p f u l researcher. These c l i p p i n g s 
w i l l be placed i n a scrapbook to accompany t h i s book f o r a l o c a l 
l i b r a r y . Items more d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o the research w i l l be 
found i n the Annotated B i b l i o g r a p h y , below. A l l c i t a t i o n s here 
are from The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, unless otherwise 
i d e n t i f i e d . 

"The B a t t l e of Beecher I s l a n d " 
In a sandy area of the stream, Roman Nose was s t r u c k by a 

b u l l e t . Some young in d i a n s crawled on a l l fours to p u l l him away 
from the creek. His body was taken t o a spot near the present 
day Bonny R e s e r v o i r and placed on a s c a f f o l d 1 , 2 . 

"Big F i s h are Coming Out at Bonny State Park." ' S t r a t t o n 
S p o t l i g h t , August 4, 1992 p . l 

"Bonny Dam Popular Recreation Spot." January 1, 1954. (Boat 
dock t o be b u i l t , w i l d l i f e described) 

"Bonny B u l l f r o g s Featured i n Mag." A p r i l 1, 1954. 

"Bonny R e s e r v o i r Is True Multi-Purpose Use Area." A p r i l 21, 
1966. A l i s t i n c l u d e s e i g h t b e n e f i t s of the r e c r e a t i o n area. 

" B u f f a l o Graze at Bonny." On March 23, 1968 a herd of 13 b u f f a l o 
were brought t o graze i n a fenced area according to E s t i e C a r t e r . 
Roman Nose might have appreciated t h i s . 

" B u f f a l o Herd at Bonny Dam." J u l y 25, 1968. 

" C l a s s i f i e d " S t r a t t o n S p o t l i g h t . J u l y 14, 1992. (The e d i t o r s 
requested i n f o r m a t i o n concerning Bonny Post O f f i c e ) 

Colorado F i s h i n g Season i n f o r m a t i o n . . . 1 9 9 3 - 1 9 9 5 . Colo. Div. of 
W i l d l i f e , Dept of Nat u r a l Resources: 6060 Broadway, 6060 
Broadway, Denver 80216, 1993. 303 297-1192. 

Describes Bonny Re s e r v o i r and f i s h i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s . 

"Dance, Saturday Night." Advertisement f o r entertainment d u r i n g 
dam c o n s t r u c t i o n . Music by "The Noisy Aces" at the BONNY BARN, 
Hale Colorado. 

1 Rocky Mountain News. 10/24/1994 p. 6A 
2 Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n , pp. 28-29 
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"Expect b i g Season at Bonny Dam." February 14, 1952. 

"Geese At Bonny Dam." Captive geese were used t o s t a r t a f l o c k 
which would r e t u r n to the dam. 500 stay year-round and 5000 were 
seen i n 1966. 

" L i s t Rules f o r Bonny Dam." A p r i l 20, 1960. A very n i c e map of 
the dam area w i t h a l i s t of r u l e s f o r i t s use. 

"Makes Horned Rabbits." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . n.d. 
Dickenson s t o r e s e l l i n g hand painted model horned r a b b i t s and 
largemouth bass. 

"November 3 Meeting to be Held on Improvements at Bonny Dam." 
November 10, 1994. E x c e l l e n t map of the Bonny R e s e r v o i r which 
i l l u s t r a t e s the "Master C a p i t a l Improvement Plan." A l i s t of 
improvements i n included. 

"Outline Development Plan For Bonny Dam Area." February 14, 1952. 
(Boating, Boy Scouts, new p u b l i c areas and p l a n t i n g s of various 
animals). 

"Popular Recreation Spot." February 23, 1967. Photo of dam and 
a s i g n which reads, " P i c n i c k i n g , Swimming, and Boating. 

"Trapping Con t r o l s Beavers Near Bonny Reservoir." March 17, 
1966. A r t i c l e and photo of beaver trapped near Bonny. 
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Appendix 4 
Personal Information Sources and A s s i s t a n t s 1 

Bank of B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] donated a copy of the D e d i c a t i o n o f 
Bonny Dam booklet. E s t i e C a rter had asked f o r one on swap shop, 
and the bank immediately phoned w i t h a f r e e copy f o r your 
e d i t o r s . A box of them was i n the bank basement. 

W i l l i a m D. Bassman, N a t i o n a l Personnel Records Center, 111 
Winnebego S t r e e t , St Louis, MO. 63318 

J e r r y Brenner, 51249 County Road NN, B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 Ph 719 
346-8226, Present owner of Bonny Post O f f i c e property, f r i e n d l y 
and very h e l p f u l . He warned us about snakes. 

B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e . Cindy gave us names of Mr. Robin Hyatt, 
curre n t postmaster and Pete Thompson, o l d time r u r a l c a r r i e r who 
i s s t i l l there. We wanted a p o s t a l h i s t o r y a t t r i b u t e d t o 
postmaster Dale P r a l l e mentioned i n the H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson 
County. .. who informed us he d i d not ever w r i t e such a book and 
knew nothing of i t . See " B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e has C o l o r f u l 
Past" i n the b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

B u r l i n g t o n Record . 14th S t r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO, 202 South 14th 
S t r e e t , Ph 346-5381, f o r permission to quote the items gathered 
f o r us by E s t i e C arter. 

C u r t i s Media's Paula Oakes, p u b l i s h e r s of H i s t o r y o f K i t 
C a r s o n . . . , f o r permission to quote from t h i s standard source on 
the county i n which Bonny was l o c a t e d . 

Denver Public Library, Elanor M. Gehes for Colorado State 
Business Directory, 1921 

Marveline Barnhart F e t t e r s , 1379 Ridge Road, L i t t l e t o n , CO. 
80120, Phone 303 794-4554. Helped Esther prepare notes and 
dates f o r the e d i t o r s and helped A l i c e w i t h "memories." 

Rachel Camp, Goldie Camp F r i n g e r ' s daughter. She f u r n i s h e d much 
genealogy and some p i c t u r e s . 

Fortunes, Jon and Barbara, 5115 Penny Lane, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 82009. In a d d i t i o n to being our p r i n t e r s , these s t a l w a r t 
f r i e n d s proof read and typed and d i d endless computer 
maintenance. No Fortunes - no book! 

Bonny Gould, Bonny i s deceased at the time of t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n . 
Her w r i t i n g s enriched t h i s work and i n s p i r e d the e d i t o r s . The 

1 People c i t e d i n the b i b l i o g r a p h y are not repeated here. 
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d e d i c a t i o n she d i d f o r the Bonny Dam souvenir program caught 
e x a c t l y the s p i r i t we wished t h i s s t o r y to manifest. Because of 
her importance to t h i s h i s t o r y , her o b i t u a r y f o l l o w s t h i s l i s t . 

Marie Hoskin (Mrs. Henry), Box 487 B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807, f o r h i s 
H e n r y ' s Scrapbook. She wrote us that Henry, her husband, had 
died. He has created much area h i s t o r y , and she o f f e r e d to help 
us. 

M a r i l y n Johnson, Secretary, B u r l i n g t o n P u b l i c Schools, Box 369, 
1457 M a r t i n Avenue, B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807. Phone 346-8737. Her' 
husband i s Gary. She sent names of l i k e l y r e s i d e n t s and a l s o 
wrote them to help us, an i n v a l u a b l e a i d as we began t h i s 
p r o j e c t . 

K i t Carson A b s t r a c t Co. Gary Koop and Henry Hoskin, and s t a f f , 
B u r l i n g t o n CO. 1451 Senter Ave. 80807 719 346-8944. Tracy 
Lambert helped us. 

K i t Carson County C l e r k ' s O f f i c e . Help w i t h school information, 
copy of Isaac's patent on S e c t i o n 11, Township 6, South Range, 43 
West, E r r o r i n dates Sept 5, not Aug. 5th. 251 16 S t r e e t , 346-
8638 

Poe, Richard How to P r o f i t f rom the Coming Russ ian Boom. N Y • 
McGraw H i l l , 1993. (Chap. 4 describes one of the current Velmá 
Bonny Jacobs descendants, a l l of whom are s u c c e s s f u l . Nice 
p o r t r a y a l of t h i s f a m i l i e s a b i l i t i e s . 

R i t a Maroney, Research A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , H i s t o r i a n , Washington D.C. 
20260. Sent Record of Appointment f o r Isaac and Charley, and the 
S i t e Report Information. 

Leo McCoy, 404 Emerson S t r e e t , Wray, CO 80758, wrote us to s t a t e 
that he knew nothing about the B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e h i s t o r y 
a t t r i b u t e d to Mr. P r a l l e , and wondered why h i s address was given 
t o us. See " H i s t o r y of B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e . . . , i n the 
b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , Washington, D.C. 20408. Sent Samuels, Idaho 
Post O f f i c e h i s t o r y , and Isaac's r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

Postmaster General's O f f i c e , 475 L'enfant Plazas SW, Washington 
D.C. 20260-0010. Helped i n t r a c i n g records of e a r l y postmasters 
and c l e r k s . 

Charles Rhine, Michener L i b r a r y UNC Greeley, CO 8063 9. He 
l o c a t e d census data, government maps and gave i n v a l u a b l e advice. 

Rhoades, Ray, 444 17 S t r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 346-8332. 
Helped on Broadsword School and got us a v i s i t w i t h h i s mother 
Esther Barnhart Rhoades. She's the o l d e s t Barnhart who l i v e d at 
Bonny. 
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Norm T r a v i s , K i t Carson County Assessors O f f i c e , Court House, 
B u r l i n g t o n , CO. 

Uphoff, Dave. Bonny State Recreation Area, 3000 State Highway 
385, I d a l i a 80735, Phone: 303 354-7306 Work, 7368 I f no answer. 

Barbara L. Wagers, Colorado State P u b l i c a t i o n s L i b r a r y , 201 East 
C o l f a x , Room 314, Denver 80203, 303 866-6728 Valuable help w i t h 
s t a t e records. 

Merle Walter, phone 556-9660, of Fort C o l l i n s c a l l e d us 
about her f a t h e r ' s term as care-taker of Bonny. She read of t h i s 
book i n the St. F r a n c i s newspaper. 

*** 

Bonny Gould 
I f Andy w i t h Velma and A l i c e wrote most of t h i s book, almost 

c e r t a i n l y , Bonny Gould would be next. Probably her s k i l l s are 
best. The h i s t o r y would be much weaker without her words. 

"Funeral s e r v i c e s h e l d f o r Bonny Irene Gould" 
Funeral s e r v i c e s f o r Bonny Irene Gould were Tuesday, J u l y 

10, at 1:30 p.m. i n the B u r l i n g t o n United Methodist Church. 
O f f i c i a t i n g were Rev. N e i l Warner and Rev. E r i c T a l l a . 

"The p i a n i s t was Byron Monasmith and the s i n g e r s were the 
United Methodist church c h o i r . Song s e l e c t i o n s i n c l u d e d "We're 
Just the Singers of His Song" and "I Am Thine, Oh Lord." 

"Casket bearers were Firn (sic) Thompson, Don Duerst, Oby 
Barnes, Rol Hudler, K e i t h Barnett, Pete Whalen. Honorary casket 
bearers were B i l l Pangborn, C L . Ross, M.D., O r v i l l e Chapin, Nick 
Lawlor, V a l F i t z p a t r i c k , O r t i s Andres and E a r l Yamauchi. 

"Bonny Irene (Gaunt) Gould was born Feb. 20, 1911 i n a sod 
house on a homestead a mile and a h a l f northeast of S e i b e r t . Her 
parents were George and Ina Gaunt, who passed away i n 1946. 
Bonny passed away a f t e r a long i l l n e s s on J u l y 7, 1984 at the K i t 
Carson County Memorial H o s p i t a l i n B u r l i n g t o n . 

"She graduated from S e i b e r t High School w i t h the c l a s s of 
1929, v a l e d i c t o r i a n , and attended Denver U n i v e r s i t y f o r three 
years on a s c h o l a r s h i p , working part time on the Rocky Mountain 
News as a r e p o r t e r and i n the e d i t o r i a l department. She a l s o 
continued her musical s t u d i e s , began on the v i o l i n at age 10. 
For s e v e r a l summers she t r a v e l e d w i t h Chautauqua, a l s o g i v i n g 
one-woman concerts. One winter she was a member of a troupe, the 
I d l e w i l d e Concert company, p l a y i n g Orpheum c i r c u i t , rendering 
v i o l i n concertos, doubling i n c l a r i n e t and dramatic productions. 
She was an e n t e r t a i n e r i n musical and v a r i e t y shows both i n high 
school and i n c o l l e g e . 

"Lacking o n l y a few hours of a degree, she chose to r e t u r n 
to a s s i s t i n the care of her mother during the l a t t e r ' s 
p r o t r a c t e d i l l n e s s of s e v e r a l years i n S e i b e r t . She soon took on 
a p o s i t i o n on a l o c a l newspaper, "The S e i b e r t S e t t l e r , " and 
s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r was c o - e d i t o r of the t r i - w e e k l y , "The P r a i r i e 
S e t t l e r . " The p u b l i c a t i o n of county d i r e c t o r i e s i n v a r i o u s areas 
of Colorado, Kansas and Nebraska was another a c t i v i t y i n a d d i t i o n 
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to her teaching of v i o l i n , p l a y i n g i n various t r i o s , o r c h e s t r a s 
and bands i n K i t Carson County and Denver. 

"On Aug. 14, 1938, i n a p r e t t y home wedding, she was married 
to Clarence (Clay) Garvin Gould. She a s s i s t e d him i n the 
oper a t i o n of ch i c k h a t c h e r i e s i n B u r l i n g t o n and Bethune and 
worked at times f o r both the B u r l i n g t o n Record and the B u r l i n g t o n 
C a l l , the former f o r three years during World War I I , having 
learned l i n o t y p e operating while p u b l i s h i n g her c l a s s high school 
paper, and a c t i n g as r e p o r t e r . The Goulds l i v e d i n Bethune the 
f i r s t year of t h e i r marriage, and i n 193 9 bought the home on 11th 
St r e e t i n B u r l i n g t o n which remained her residence u n t i l her death 
on J u l y 7, 1984. 

"To the marriage three c h i l d r e n were born, a boy premature, 
passing away i n 1944; i n 1946 Candace Sue, and i n 1948 a son, 
Garvin Harold Gould. 

"In 1947 Mr. and Mrs. Gould b u i l t Skate Bowl i n B u r l i n g t o n , 
which the f a m i l y operated u n t i l 1970 and i n 1958 they a l s o 
founded the bowling business i n Goodland. They b u i l t the 
Bowladium, which they s o l d i n 1964. Mr. Gould operated Gold Bond 
Hatcheries i n B u r l i n g t o n f o r 32 years. 

"She was preceded i n death by her husband, who s u f f e r e d a 
f a t a l heart a t t a c k on A p r i l 26, 1967, a h a l f - s i s t e r , Mrs. 
Theodora Smith of San Angelo, Tex., and a h a l f - b r o t h e r , Clyde W 
Wooten of E v e r e t t , Wash. 

"She was a member of the B u r l i n g t o n United Methodist Church. 
Her world t r a v e l s and w r i t i n g were among her hobbies and f o r a l l 
the years s i n c e being Noble Grand at the age of 18 of the Se i b e r t 
Rebekah Lodge, she f i l l e d a l l of the o f f i c e s of va r i o u s c l u b s i n 
B u r l i n g t o n , being a c t i v e i n community a f f a i r s . Her years were 
b r i g h t l y enhanced by the success of her two c h i l d r e n and t h e i r 
mates, and by the development of her grandchildren, Dax Cameron 
and T i f f a n y Leigh, son and daughter of Gergens; and Spencer 
Garvin and Ashley Rose, son and daughter of the Goulds. 

"Funeral s e r v i c e s were h e l d at the B u r l i n g t o n United 
Methodist Church, interment i n Fa i r v i e w cemetery i n B u r l i n g t o n . 

"In L i e u of flowers, c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the Bonny Gould 
Memorial, which w i l l fund j o u r n a l i s m s c h o l a r s h i p s to outstanding 
s e n i o r s at B u r l i n g t o n High School 1." 

1 Appeared i n The B u r l i n g t o n Record i n J u l y of 1984. 
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Appendix 5 
A Few L e t t e r s 

A-Department of the I n t e r i o r 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
GREAT PLAINS REGION 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS PROJECTS OFFICE 
P. 0. BOX 1607 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 68802-1607 
FEB 6 1992 
G-100 

Mrs. Velma Bonny Jacobs 
Apartment 4 08 "C" 
2311 16th S t r e e t 
Greeley CO 80631-663 

Subject: Information on Bonny R e s e r v o i r (Reservoir) 

Dear Mrs. Jacobs : 
In response t o your i n q u i r y , I have enclosed a copy about 

the h i s t o r y and a u t h o r i z a t i o n of Bonny Dam and R e s e r v o i r . In 
paragraph 3, on page 4, i t s t a t e s that the dam and r e s e r v o i r was 
named a f t e r the town of Bonny, Colorado. 

A l s o enclosed are copies of most of the w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l i n 
the d e d i c a t i o n booklet. This m a t e r i a l should be u s e f u l i n 
p r e p a r a t i o n on any h i s t o r i c a l documents. We a l s o have l o t s of 
p i c t u r e s of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the dam i n our f i l e s i n McCook, 
Nebraska. 

We would be very i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c e i v i n g or purchasing a 
copy of your completed book. 
S i n c e r e l y , (Signature) 
Robert D. Kutz P r o j e c t Manager 
Enclosures 

B-Yuma Museum 
August 7, 1994 

Dr. Andy Gibbons, M.L.S. 
2510 10th Avenue 
Greeley, CO 80631 
(303)356-6527 

Dear Andy: 
This l e t t e r i s a f o l l o w up on our phone co n v e r s a t i o n of the 

l a s t few days. 
As I t o l d you on the phone, S y l v i a Seedorf i s i n the n u r s i n g 

home i n Yuma now. Her son A l l e n brought me your l e t t e r t o her. 
In 1985, because of d e c l i n i n g membership and the age of the 
d i r e c t o r s , the Yuma H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y disbanded. A group made 
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up of members of other clubs i n Yuma was picked to run the 
museum, and I was one of them. 

I see no reason you can not use inf o r m a t i o n from the book 
A c t i o n on the P l a i n s . S y l v i a always s a i d that t h i n g s i n the 
museum were f o r the enjoyment of the people and were t o be used 
and not h i d away. I t h i n k the same a p p l i e s to the book she 
worked on. L o r e t t a Mekelburg, one of the compilers passed away 
r e c e n t l y and I t h i n k Fern S t a l l i n g s i s l i v i n g out of s t a t e . 

The o r i g i n a l photo of the Bonny Post O f f i c e I have no 
knowledge of, unless i t i s the same b u i l d i n g i n a post card photo 
sent t o the Yuma Museum by E s t i e Carter of B u r l i n g t o n . She i s 
one of the volunteers w i t h "Old Town" i n B u r l i n g t o n . Her address 
i s Box 297 B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807. I t i s Post marked Bonny Colo. 
June 10, 1910 A.M. The back of the card was addressed Bertha 
Camp, K i r w i n , P h i l l i p s Co. Kansas. Also on the back of the photo 
copy was w r i t t e n (by the museum) Isaac Bonny [1865] Home. This 
p i c t u r e was on the back of t h i s post card. o r i g i n a l i n 
B u r l i n g t o n Museum. I have included a xerox copy of the photos 
E s t i e sent and copies of other information a l s o , except f o r 
in f o r m a t i o n from A c t i o n on the P l a i n s which you have already. 

I t h i n k I w i l l make copies w i t h my camera and send at a 
l a t e r date. 

Some time ago I had looked up the Bonny Post O f f i c e on micro 
f i l m from the N a t i o n a l Archives RECORD OF APPOINTMENT OF 
POSTMASTERS, R o l l 14, 1832-Sep 30, 1971 Colorado Adams-Kit Carson 
Counties. In V o l . 95, ca 1900-30 I found Isaac Bonny appointed 3 
June 1915, C h a r l i e F. Barnhart, 6 June 1920, d i s c o n t i n u e d Feb. 9, 
1924 e f f . Feb. 29, 1924 and mail was sent to B u r l i n g t o n . 

I have enclosed the copy of A c t i o n on the P l a i n s you 
ordered. 

Thanks (Signed) 
Stephen Chaplin 
P.O. Box 24 
Yuma, Colo. 80759 
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Appendix 6 
Permission to Copy 

A-Curtis Media History of Kit Carson County... 

C u r t i s Media 
J u l y 5, 1994 
Mrs. Velma Bonny Jacobs & Dr. Andy Gibbons M.L.S. 
2500 15th Avenue Court 
Greeley, CO 80631 

Dear Mrs. Jacobs and Dr. Gibbons, 
I enjoyed speaking with you last week, Dr. Gibbons, and am 

happy to send along written permission to use segments from the 
Curtis Media publication, History of Kit Carson County, Colorado. 

We wish you good luck w i t h your p r o j e c t . 
S i n c e r e l y , 
Paul Oates 
C u r t i s Media 
734 E. P i p e l i n e Rd. 
Hurst, Texas 76053 
1-800-743-4388 
(817)285-7091 
Fax (817)285-0176 

B-Government M a t e r i a l s 
United S t a t e s Department of the I n t e r i o r 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
GREAT PLAINS REGION 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS PROJECTS OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 1607 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 68802-1607 
MAY 22 1992 
G-100 
PRJ-13.00 ARM 

Mrs. Velma Bonny Jacobs 
Andy Gibbons M.L.S. 
2311 16th S t r e e t , Apt. 408 "C" 
Greeley CO 80631-6633 
Subject: Bonny Dam Information (Dam) 

Dear Mrs. Jacobs and Dr. Gibbons: 
Sorry f o r my delay i n responding but I have been very busy 

and out of the o f f i c e a great d e a l . Here are the answers t o your 
questions : 

1. A l l of our m a t e r i a l i s p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n and can be 
r e p r i n t e d i f you d e s i r e . 

2. We only have one copy of the d e d i c a t i o n booklet 
a v a i l a b l e , and i t could o n l y be copied. 

3. We have no inf o r m a t i o n on Bonny Gould. 
4. Attached i s a copy of a map showing the l o c a t i o n of 

Bonny i n r e l a t i o n to other towns. 
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5. The only d e s c r i p t i o n s of Bonny dam s i t e s 1 and 2 were 
from the m a t e r i a l that was p r e v i o u s l y t r a n s m i t t e d t o you 
Attached i s the e n t i r e paragraph about e a r l y i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 
This i n f o r m a t i o n i s from our f i r s t "Annual P r o j e c t H i s t o r y " book 
about the p r o j e c t 1 . 

6. The only i n f o r m a t i o n that we have about the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and e a r l y p r o j e c t a c t i v i t i e s are i n the f i r s t three 
or four p r o j e c t h i s t o r i e s . These a l s o have l o t s of photographs 
(7 x 10 in.) covering c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s . We only have one 
copy of these h i s t o r i e s and do not al l o w them out of the o f f i c e 
We could make these books a v a i l a b l e f o r your observation at our' 
McCook O f f i c e i f you would l i k e to see them. I have enclosed 
copies of two c o n s t r u c t i o n photographs out of these p r o j e c t 
h i s t o r i e s . Please l e t me know i f you would l i k e to see these 
h i s t o r i e s so I can have them a v a i l a b l e at McCook. S i n c e r e l y 
(Signature), Robert D. Kutz P r o j e c t Manager, 
Enclosures 

C-Yuma Museum 
_ Appendix 5, above, includes a letter from the Yuma Museum 

giving permission to use items from Action on the Plains. 

D-Ash Rock and the Stone Church 
On page i i , the Dedication of Ash Rock and the Stone Church 

s t a t e s , " This volume i s dedicated to the pioneers who s e t t l e d i n 
Ash Rock and to a l l t h e i r sons and daughters, past, present, and 
f u t u r e . " The page concludes w i t h the f o l l o w i n g statement: "Any 
p o r t i o n of t h i s book may be used or reproduced i n any manner 
whatsoever without w r i t t e n permission from the author or 
p u b l i s h e r 2 . 

E-The B u r l i n g t o n Record 
Mr. Rol Hudler wrote us on A p r i l 29, 1995 saying, "Dr. 

Gibbons. You most c e r t a i n l y have our permission to quote the 
a r t i c l e s which E s t i e Carter found f o r you i n The Record " 
(Signed)Mr. Rol Hudler, E d i t o r , B u r l i n g t o n Record, 202 South 14 
St r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 

1 See "Synopsis of E a r l y . . . pp.4-5 
2 Mr. O l i v a , the author and f r i e n d to Velma, d i e d i n 1995. 
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

13th Census of the U. S: 1910 Population. Colorado, Kit Carson, Precinct 3. 4/19/1910 V I 
Population... & V I I , ...counties, cities... 

20 Censuses, P o p u l a t i o n and Housing Ques t ions , 1790-1980. October 1979. U.S. Dept of commerce 
Bureau of the Census, pp. 40-49. (SuDoc number 3.2 :C33/33/979) 

The 49th Annual Volume Colorado Bus iness D i r e c t o r y With a Complete C l a s s i f i e d D i r e c t o r y o f the 
E n t i r e S t a t e , i n c l u d i n g Mines , Reduct ion Works, e t c . 1921. P r i c e $15.00. Denver, Colorado The 
Gazetteer P u b l i s h i n g & P r i n t i n g Co. E s t a b l i s h e d 1891... 

V o l . 49, 1921 Has an Isaac [1865] Bonny entry. The 1924 is s u e l i s t s Chas. F. 
Barnhart. 

"10,000 Attend Bonny Dam Dedication Ceremonies." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . June 5, 1952. 
A l i c e Mae Barnhart, one of the e d i t o r s i s mentioned regarding her winning essay. 

A l l a c h e r , Dennis E. P.E. [Pictures] [Letters] 
We were allowed to copy p i c t u r e s and memorabilia from the " P r o j e c t H i s t o r y 
L i b r a r y " f o r Bonny Dam. The l e t t e r from B i l l Bonny, below, was among these items 
Address, Chief, Water C o n t r o l F i e l d Branch, McCook F i e l d O f f i c e R.R.I, Nebraska, 
69001, 308 345-4400. 

Barnhart, I r a . [Letter] December 4, 1991. 
D i c t a t e d t o Louise, our only contact w i t h I r a . 

I b i d . [Some M a i l r e c i p i e n t s at Bonny post o f f i c e ] 
Handwritten f o r L o r r a i n e V a i r by I r a Barnhart. Received from E s t i e C a r t e r . 

Barnhart, Louise Smith. [Letters] J u l y 18, 1993, 
J u l y 18, 1993,- s p e c i f i c questions, 
August 8, 1994; P r o o f i n g suggestions and a d d i t i o n s , 
January 15, 1995; D e t a i l s on l i f e at Bonny. 
J u l y 8, 1995; Family s t o r i e s at Bonny 
D e s c r i p t i o n of Bonny b u i l d i n g , rooms, s t o r e items, and h i s t o r y : Address 1571 
Senter, B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807. Phone 719 346-8417. 

I b i d . [ V i s i t ] 7-12-94 
We copied many Barnhart photos and recorded Louise's anecdotes. 

Bauer, W i l l i a m H., James L. Ozment, John H. W i l l a r d . Colorado Pos t O f f i c e s , 1859-1989; A 
Comprehensive L i s t i n g o f Pos t O f f i c e s , S t a t i o n s and Branches. Post O f f i c e Box 10, Golden, CO 
80402. The Colorado R a i l r o a d Museum, cl990. 

i b i d . Colorado P o s t a l H i s t o r y : The Pos t O f f i c e s , n.p.: J.B P u b l i s h i n g Co., C1971 ( P r i n t e d by 
Crete News, Inc., (L.C. Card number, 70-182741). 

i b i d . [Letters] 
J u l y 3, 1994, and 
October 22, 1994; Postmaster Remuneration. 
March 3, 1995 Explanation of dates i n post o f f i c e announcements. New address. Box 
519 U n a d i l l a , NY 13849-0519. 

i b i d . [Personal Notes on Bonny & Hale Post O f f i c e s ] J u l y 10, 1973. 

i b i d . [Personal Notes on Mo r r i s , CO - "Cottage House"] January 28, 1995. 

Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n ; H a l e , Colorado a t Bonny R e s e r v o i r , June 1, 1952. Souvenir Book Committee 
H. M. Hayes, M.D., Chairman. 

E s t i e C a r t e r acquired our copy from the Bank of B u r l i n g t o n . 

"Bonny Dam i s Dedicated." Rocky Mountain News. 6/2/1952. 

Bonny, L e l a Broadsword, and L y l e . [Letters] [Pictures] September 15, 1991 
March 7, 1995 
September 22, 1994 
December 15, 1994; Genealogy and E l l i s C l a r k i n f o r m a t i o n . 
L y l e i s the son of Isaac [1886] and had p i c t u r e s of the Bonny Post O f f i c e w i t h 
Velma and Velda age two, M i l d r e d , and Vernon. His wife L e l a has been a major 
correspondent. Address 656 South F a i r v i e w S t r e e t , P r i n e v i l l e , OR 97754 - Ph 503 
447-7857. 

Bonny R e s e r v o i r Quadrangle, Colorado-Kansas , 15 minute s e r i e s (Topographic) . 1950. [Map] 
Shows Bonny Creek and Hale. 

Bonny, W i l l i a m Jacob, " B i l l . " [ l e t t e r ] June 16, 1958. 
To the Colorado F i s h and Game Dept., B u r l i n g t o n , CO regarding h i s v i s i t t o the 
dam, some post cards w i t h the Bonny c a n c e l l a t i o n . L e t t e r copy from Dennis E. 
A l l a c h e r , Dept. of I n t e r i o r , McCook, NE. 

Boyd, Leanne C. A t l a s o f Colorado Ghost Towns, V. I I . Carson E n t e r p r i s e s , Deming, NM. 1984. 
p. 1 has Bonny l i s t i n g , p. 2 has a K i t Carson County map. 
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Brenner, Danyel, L. , [Isaac Bonny P r o p e r t i e s and map, 1923] [Letter] August 1 1994 
Curator at Old Town Museum. J e r r y Brenner's daughter. She helped w i t h Bonnv ' 
prop e r t y i n f o r m a t i o n and 1922 P l a t Maps from the Old Town law o f f i c e , and 
ÏSÍÍ?C'S,_ [ 1 8 8 6 ] P r ° P e r t y holdings. Address, 420 South 14th S t r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO 
80807 Phone 719 346-7382 or 800 288-1334. 

" B u f f a l o Creek Radiates That Good F e e l i n g . " Rocky Mountain News 12/30/1991 p 10 
P i c t u r e s a post o f f i c e s i m i l a r t o Bonny. 

^ B u r l i n g t o n Man Appointed to Game and F i s h Commission." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . May 3, 

About Esther Barnhart Rhoades's husband Harley. He represented D i s t r i c t three 
which i n c l u d e s Bonny Dam. 

"B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e Has C o l o r f u l Past, 65 Years Ago." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, 
A p r i l 16, 1959. ' 

E s t i e C a r t e r sent your e d i t o r s t h i s c l i p p i n g . A P i c t u r e of the "CA Lamb 
General Merchandise" s t o r e and post o f f i c e was shown. The s t o r y matches the 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the book a t t r i b u t e d to, but dis c l a i m e d by Mr. Dale E P r a l l e of 
B u r l i n g t o n . 

C a r t e r , Estaleene " E s t i e . " [Bonny photo's and data], [Letters] 
August 1, 1994 
August 30, 1994 
September 9 & 19, 1994 
October 5, 1994 
December 13, 1994 
January 20, 1995 
February 7, 1995 
May 12, 1995 
E s t i e i s a tour guide at Old Town who has sent an abundance of i n f o r m a t i o n on 
Bonny Dam, the Bonnys, p i c t u r e s of Ike [1865] and the post o f f i c e . She found 
i n v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n on Bonny and i t s people. Her l e t t e r s l e d us to Steve 
C h a p l i n and L o r r a i n e V a i r , below. E s t i e i s a primary researcher i n the B u r l i n q t o n 
area. Her address i s 164 11 S t r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807, phone i s 719 346-8884 
At her request we are c a l l i n g her E s t i e here. 

Census 1920, Samuels, Idaho. Borrowed from the L.D.S. Family H i s t o r y L i b r a r y i n Greeley, CO. 

Chaplin, Steve. [Letters] August 7, 1994. 
[Photos] November 17, 1994. 
Yuma Museum m a t e r i a l s on Isaac Bonny and the post o f f i c e i n c l u d i n g the V a i r 
photos. Address Box 24, Yuma, CO. Phone 303 848 5128 home, 2543 work. 

1 9 3 o r l e S B a r n h a r t F a t a l l y Inju r e d . " [Obituary] The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . October 30, 

He was born November 26, 1882; died October 26, 1930, age 47. 

Colorado Gaze t t ee r . Robert P. Markham, ed. Greeley, CO: Microforms U n l i m i t e d 1983 
L i s t s s e v e r a l Bonny "name" l o c a t i o n s . 

[Dedication of Bonny Dam Planned] These f i v e a r t i c l e s appeared i n The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] 
Record r e g a r d i n g p l a n n i n g f o r the d e d i c a t i o n . 

" O u t l i n e Plans t o Dedicate Bonny," January 10, 1952; 
"Study Plans f o r Bonny Ded i c a t i o n , " February 21, 1952; 
"Dedication Speaker", and "Work on Plans f o r Bonny Dedication," March 20 1952-
"Plan Boat Races at Bonny Dam," A p r i l 23, 1953. 
Source, E s t i e C a r t e r . 

" E a r l y Day Post O f f i c e s . " In K i t Carson County and i t s Catt lemen. 
Page 41 i n c l u d e s Bonny. 

East C e n t r a l C o u n c i l of Lo c a l Governments. Our Heri t a g e : A C o l l e c t i o n o f Ta les o f Eas t C e n t r a l 
Colorado , Volume 1. B u r l i n g t o n . CO.: B u r l i n g t o n Record, Sept. 1983. (Produced by Terrv W 
B l e v i n s , Hugo, CO. Write the E.C.C.L.G. at Box 28, S t r a t t o n , CO. 80836 

Bonny not mentioned, but gives f l a v o r of area and times. 

Eastern Co lorado Reg iona l Telephone D i r e c t o r y . Consolidated Communications D i r e c t o r i e s Inc • 
Effingham, IL 62401, January 1994. 

L i s t s s e v e r a l "Bonny" items. 

E i c h l e r , George R. Colorado P l a c e Names. Boulder, CO: Johnson P u b l i s h i n g Co., 1977 
L i s t s Hale, Colorado, has no Bonny entry. Received from Bauer. 

Engert, Erwin H., of Lakewood, Colorado "Bonny, Colorado" [postal card] canceled at Bonnv 
Colorado August 1, 1919. 1 

He c o n t r i b u t e d maps, much inf o r m a t i o n and help, address, 660 South Estes S t r e e t 
Lakewood, CO 80226, Ph 303 986-8516. 

"Farmer K i l l e d by Power B e l t . " St. F r a n c i s [Kansas] H e r a l d . October 30, 1930 
Describes v i v i d l y C h a r l i e Barnhart's f a t a l accident. 

Follansbee, Robert, and J . B. S p i e g e l . F l o o d on Repub l i can and Kansas R i v e r s , May and June 1935 
U.S. Dept. of the I n t e r i o r , Water-Supply Paper 796-B. Washington, D.C: Government P r i n t i n g 

Sent to us by Robert K l u t z , June 1993. 
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F r i n g e r , G o l d i e Camp. [Interviews] January 15, 1990 at Long Meadows apartments, and A p r i l 1993 at 
Bonnell good Samaritan Center. Both i n Greeley. 

G o l d i e i s Velma's cousin. She v i s i t e d Bonny. 

"Funeral S e r v i c e s Held f o r Bonny Irene Gould." [Obituary] B u r l i n g t o n Record , [n.d.] Died J u l y 
7, 1984. 1 

Bonny Gould was a major source f o r our research. 

Gerhardt, Gary. "The B a t t l e of Beecher I s l a n d . " Rocky Mountain News, October 24, 1994, p. 6a. 
Mentions nearness of i s l a n d t o Bonny Dam. 

Gould, Bonny. " B i t s of H i s t o r y Involved i n Naming of Bonny Dam." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] 
Record . September 24, 1970. 

See a l s o " L e t t e r Adds to H i s t o r y . . . , " and " B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e . . . " 

i b i d . "Bonny Post O f f i c e . " The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . December, 1970. 
Describes the h i s t o r y , b u i l d i n g , postmasters and c a r r i e r s . 

i b i d . " L i t t l e High P l a i n s School House -- Temple of Learning." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado]Record . 
n.p., n.d. [1972?] 

"Grouse Creek Matron Dies." [Obituary Laura Van Dyke] Pend O r e l l e Review, December 24, 1928. 
Laura d i e d December 19th. From v i r g i n i a Wood v i a L e l a Bonny. 

A Guide to P l a c e s on the Colorado P r a i r i e , 1540-1975. P r u e t t P u b l i s h i n g Co.: 1978. 
Has Bonny d e s c r i p t i o n p. 180 and 183 - Bonny was a l s o s p e l l e d Bonney on map and i n 
the index. 

"Hale Enlarges School F a c i l i t i e s . " The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . August 11, 1949. 

"Horned Rabbit K i l l e d At Dam." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, November 12, 1953. 

"Horned Rabbit Found Near S t r a t t o n . " The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . February 4, 1954. 

Hoskins, Henry Y. Henry's Scrapbook. P r i v a t e l y i s s u e d C1981. p. 152. 
Quotes f u r n i s h e d by the B u r l i n g t o n P u b l i c L i b r a r y , 415 15th S t r e e t , 80807. 

H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson County, Colorado . By K i t Carson County H i s t o r y Book Committee. Hurst, TX; 
C u r t i s Media Corporation, 1988. ISBN 0-88107-118-8-0. 

Permission to use r e c e i v e d from Paula Oakes as of June 8th, 1994 by phone w i t h 
f o l l o w up l e t t e r , J u l y 5, 1994. Phone, 214 651- 1025 or 800 743-4388. 

" H i s t o r y Traces B u i l d i n g of Bonny Dam i n Record Time." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record . May 29, 
1952. 

A b r i e f review of the a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and housing f o r workers. 

" I r a Glen Barnhart." [Obituary] B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, [n.d.] [Published Sept. 1992]. 

Jacober, A l i c e Mae nee Barnhart. [Letters] 
August 1, 1990. I n t r o d u c t i o n t o h e r s e l f and Barnharts. 
November 13, 1994, Barnhart f a m i l y t r e e , and s t o r i e s . 
December 6, 1994, Genealogy, D i l e and Jennie. 
January 19, 1995, A book on the Bennett Taylor f a m i l y and Hale, Colorado by her 
Uncle, J . Winfrey. I t i s c i t e d below. 
January 31, 1995 P r o o f i n g suggestions and post o f f i c e poem. 
J u l y 23, 1995, C l a r i f i c a t i o n on Mo r r i s Post O f f i c e l o c a t i o n . 
J u l y 10, 1995, Eve r e t t and V i v i a n Barnhart's s t o r i e s . 
August 29, 1995, Happy Hollow School days. 
She i s Leonard Barnhart's daughter and has w r i t t e n e x t e n s i v e l y f o r H i s t o r y o f K i t 
Carson C o u n t y . . . A l i c e sent us s e v e r a l items c i t e d here p l u s p e r s o n a l Barnhart 
i n f o r m a t i o n . Her work w i t h I r a Glen Barnhart on the f a m i l y and Bonny Post O f f i c e 
i s fundamental t o our h i s t o r y . Address, 12889 State Highway 96, W e s t c l i f f e , CO. 
81252. Phone 719 783-2554. 

K i t Carson County and i t ' s Cat t lemen, [n.p.] : [n.d.], C1953. Purchased by the B u r l i n g t o n , CO 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y on 2/17/94. 

In e r r o r on some " f a c t s " about the Bonny and the Morris Post O f f i c e h i s t o r i e s . 

" K i t Carson County" [Map] 1988 (in) H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson C o u n t y . . . p. 62. 

" K i t Carson County" [Ghost Towns] (in) A t l a s o f Colorado Ghost Towns, V o l . I I . p. 2. 

Kroeger, C a r l and D o r i s . [Letter] 
C a r l v i s i t e d w i t h Charley i n the Bonny s t o r e . Address, 451 12th S t r e e t , 
B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 719 456-7471. 

Kutz, Robert D. [Letter] February 6, 1992. 
Name source f o r Bonny Dam c i t e d . D edication Booklet pages sent, w i t h a request f o r 
a copy of our p u b l i c a t i o n . Address, Kansas P r o j e c t s O f f i c e , box 1607, Grand 
I s l a n d , NE 68802. 

I b i d . [Letter] May 22, 1992. 
Gives permission to r e p r i n t Dept. of I n t e r i o r items. 
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"Location of Proposed Post O f f i c e . " [Map] Page 2 i s a s e c t i o n map showing the proposed l o c a t i o n 
of the s i t e t i t l e d , "Diagram, Explanation, and I n s t r u c t i o n s . " Mailed 2/10/1915 and r e c e i v e d 
2/13/1915, from the N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s . 

Manwarren, V e r l . [Letter] " A n a l y s i s of in f o r m a t i o n on Isaac Bonnv [1865] " 1990 Box 173 
S t r a t t o n , CO 80836 Ph 719 348-5924. ' 

This p r o j e c t was begun through a d i s c u s s i o n of Bonny Dam between V e r l and Velma 
He l e d a l l our v i s i t s to the post o f f i c e , through the country of Bonnv, Colorado 
and to the people i n the s t o r y . 

"Martha Josephine T a y l o r Smith .and Bert Smith, known as P. A. ( P h i l b e r t Abner) Smith » 
A typed document w i t h no p u b l i s h i n g i n f o r m a t i o n . Louise Barnhart qave i t to E s t i e 
C a r t e r , f o r our use. 

McManama, LaRae and Bob. [ l e t t e r ] May 5, 1995. 
Van Dyke f a m i l y i s covered n i c e l y i n chapter 8, p. 126, of t h e i r book next below 
2648 Kenwood St. S.L.C., UT 84106. She a l s o sent much genealogy of the Van Dykes 
and the Boneys, her s p e l l i n g , and many o r i g i n a l photos of these f a m i l i e s . 

i b i d W i l l i a m Johnston McManama, Rebecca Lenora Van Dyke McManama, T h e i r Descendants and 
8 0 i e 4 83 riÓl5 M C1993 m a' R o b e r t a n d L a R a e • S a l t L a k e C i t y , Utah: Know Your Heritage O r g a n i z a t i o n , 

"Mount Sunflower Stands T a l l . " Rocky Mountain News. J u l y 22, 1990. 
Highest p o i n t i n Kansas, near Bonny, Colorado. 

N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , General Reference Branch. [Letter] January 16, 1992. 
Concerns Samuels, Idaho Post O f f i c e and Isaac Bonny [1865]. 

i b i d . I n d u s t r i a l and S o c i a l Branch, [ l e t t e r ] t o James C. Winfrey, February 6, 1974 
Concerns Hale Post O f f i c e and Winfrey r e l a t i v e s . 

i b i d . M i c r o f i l m #841 R o l l #14. "Record of Appointment of Postmasters, Sept. 30 1832 - 1971 
Colorado, Adams-Kit Carson Counties. 

L i s t s o f f i c e s , postmasters, and dates. 

New I n t e r n a t i o n a l A t l a s o f the World; The S e l f R e v i s i n g A t l a s , [t.p. missing, approximately 

The 1940 census f i g u r e s are included, as are the town of Bonny and some WWII data. 

1fl994?í°m " C o l o r a d o p o s t O f f i c e s earns Stamp of Approval." Denver: Rocky Mountain News, n.d. 

Reviews Mr. Bauer's book. Mr. Noel i s Professor of H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y Colorado 
Denver. 

[North Republican Unit] [Map] USBR Map 58-D-488, March 15,1944. House Document 191 
Shows towns of Bonny, Hale and Dam s i t e area. May be source of the name "Bonnv 
Dam". See Chapter f i v e . 

"Obituary of Jennie [Teel Barnhart] Henderson." The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record Januarv 20 
1972. She d i e d January 15, 1972, at age 86. 

Parmer, Ben F. [phone c a l l ] "Information on ownership of Happy Hollow School land" 
September 5, 1995. Box 6, B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 

2ïiv-aA-, ̂ e o E - Ash Rock and the Stone Church; The H i s t o r y o f a Kansas R u r a l Community. E l l s w o r t h 
KA: E l l s w o r t h P r i n t i n g , 1983. 

Includes Bonny f a m i l y members and wonderful d e s c r i p t i o n s of l i f e on a homestead 
Meda Bonny noted that he d i e d i n 1995. The primary source on the Bonnys at Ash 
Rock. 

"Pioneer of Grouse Creek Community Dies F r i d a y . " [Obituary] Sandpoint News B u l l e t i n , October 26 
1 9 4 4 • Death of Isaac Bonny Sr. [1865], from V i r g i n i a Wood v i a L e l a Bonny. 

Post O f f i c e Department. "Location Paper" [Hale, Colorado Post O f f i c e ] December 7, 1889. 

I b i d . Topographer, "Diagram, Explanation, and I n s t r u c t i o n s . JUN ( s i c ) , 1890' 
A l o c a t i o n chart f o r the Hale Post O f f i c e . From A l i c e Jacober. 

P r a l l e , Dale E. [Letter] August 4, 1994. 
The H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson County, and " B i t s of H i s t o r y Involved i n Naming Bonny 
Dam" both r e f e r t o a post o f f i c e h i s t o r y by Mr. P r a l l e . He d i d not w r i t e i t The 
a c t u a l source, your e d i t o r s b e l i e v e , i s c i t e d above as "Bur l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e 11 

E s t i e C a r t e r assured us i n her l e t t e r of 12/13/94 that Mr. P r a l l e was not 
postmaster, but was an employee when the a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n . Mary Vogt was 
pos t m i s t r e s s at the time. She i s deceased i n 1994. Mr. P r a l l e a l s o t o l d E s t i e 
that there were e r r o r s i n the a r t i c l e . 

"Quiet View Near Bonny." [Color postcard] showing Bonny, Colorado, and a stream 
Postmarked 12/25/1918 at Bonny 

"Reclamation Era P u b l i s h e s . . . " The B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, March, 1952 
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"Record of Appointments, 1832 [to] 9/30/71" M i c r o f i l m p u b l i c a t i o n M841 r o l l 14, Target 34 -
Colorado, Colorado T e r r i t o r y , Adams-Kit Carson County. Washington D.C: N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s and 
Records S e r v i c e , 1973. 

Report on Republican and Kansas Rivers Flood of May and June, 1935. U. S. Geological Survey 
(water Supply Paper 796-5) 

Planning f o r the dam which became Bonny Reser v o i r . 

Rhoades, Esther Barnhart. [ L e t t e r ] , [Drawing of Bonny post o f f i c e and s t o r e ] , Postmarked J u l y 25, 
1994. 

Esther i s age 8S i n 1994 and i s the o l d e s t l i v i n g c h i l d of C h a r l i e Barnhart i n 
1995. She shared v a l u a b l e memories, d e s c r i p t i o n s and p i c t u r e s of Bonny. Address, 
1676 Senter Avenue, B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807, Phone 719 346-8615. 

Rhoades, L o l a Winfrey. [Interview] Address, 259 Cherry S t r e e t , B u r l i n g t o n , CO 80807 Ph. 719 346-
8417 

"School D i s t r i c t s " (Before 1950 r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ) , [Map] 1950. (in) H i s t o r y o f K i t Carson C o u n t y . . . 
p. 99. 

Sch r i n e r , P a t r i c i a Perry, and Dave. [Pictures] August 31, 1994. 
P a t t y loaned us photographs of Ike, Laura, Vernon, B i l l , L o u i s ; and Velma's aunts, 
Maggie Bonny Camp E a r l e y and Anna Bonny Camp. Address i s 7650 East 160th Avenue, 
Bri g h t o n , CO 80601 Phone, 303 659-6696. 

Schulze, Suzanne. A Century of the Colorado Census. Compiled 1977, Michener L i b r a r y , Greeley, 
Co. 

"Services For Leonard Barnhart" [Obituary] The B u r l i n g t o n Record, Thursday, Nov. 6, 1980. 
From A l i c e Jacober. 

Smith, Dorothy. "How the Name Bonny Was Chosen." [n.p., n.d.] 

St. F r a n c i s [Kansas] H e r a l d . June 12, 1919. 
Has an entry on the issue of a marriage license at Bonny. In Action on the 
Plains. 

Standard A t l a s o f K i t Carson County, Colorado , I n c l u d i n g a P l a t Book o f the V i l l a g e s . . . Chicago: 
George A Ogle and Co., 1922. 

Bonny Post O f f i c e p l a t i s on page 48. 

"State Commission Takes Over at Bonny R e s e r v o i r . " B u r l i n g t o n [Colorado] Record, February 7, 
1952. 

Colorado F i s h and Game to take over the e n t i r e r e s e r v o i r and surrounding l a n d from 
the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Swanfeldt, Andrew. Crossword P u z z l e D i c t i o n a r y . 3rd ed. Thomas Y. Cro w e l l Co. N.Y. 1967. 
Suggested "bonny, bonnie words. 

"Synopsis of E a r l y I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . " (in) Annual P r o j e c t H i s t o r y o f S t . F r a n c i s U n i t , M i s s o u r i 
R i v e r B a s i n P r o j e c t , Calendar Years 1947-1948. United S t a t e s Department of the I n t e r i o r , Bureau 
of Reclamation, Great P l a i n s Region, Nebraska-Kansas P r o j e c t O f f i c e , Box 1607, Grand I s l a n d , 
Nebraska, 68802-1607, [n.d]. 

Received from Robert D. K l u t z , P r o j e c t Manager, on 2/6/1992, 5/22/1992 and on 
6/20/1994. According to Robert Kutz, these are "The F i r s t P r o j e c t H i s t o r y " 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . Velma and Andy examined the 1947-48 volume and s e v e r a l l a t e r ones 
i n McCook, Nebraska on September 16, 1994. These are l a r g e , loose l e a f type 
accumulations r a t h e r than p u b l i s h e d works. The only copies of which we are aware 
are at the McCook, Nebraska b u i l d i n g . 

Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America, [n.p., n.d]. Cited in Ash Rock and the Stone 
church. 

Uncommon Men and the Colorado P r a i r i e . Propst, N e l l Brown. C a l d w e l l , ID. 312 Main S t r e e t , 83605. 

V a i r , L o r r a i n e . [Letter] September 3, 1994. 
L o r r a i n e i s a great niece of Isaac Bonny [1865]. She wrote about naming Bonny 
Dam. We contacted her through the Yuma Museum f i r s t , and l a t e r E s t i e C a r t e r at 
B u r l i n g t o n ' s Old Town. L o r r a i n e ' s Address, 1161 M i l k y Way, Denver, CO 80221, 
phone 303 429-8897. 

Wood, V i r g i n i a . [Letter] March 9, 1995. 
The o b i t u a r i e s of Isaac [1865] and wife Laura. Address, 9400 Highway 95 North, 
Sandpoint, ID 83862. Phone, 208 263-3466. V i r g i n i a i s P e a r l Bonny's daughter. 
P e a r l i s a daughter of Isaac [1886]. 

Yuma [Colorado] Museum. (The new name of the Yuma County H i s t o r i c a l Society.) A c t i o n on the 
P l a i n s ; H i s t o r i e s o f the Towns o f Yuma County and Surrounding a rea . Compiled by: S y l v i a Seedorf, 
L o r e t t a Mekelburg, and Fern S t a l l i n g s . Seal designed by Mrs. L y l e S c o t t . Yuma Colorado: Pioneer 
P r i n t i n g , 1971. 

See pages 129-130 f o r Hale, Colorado and pages 122-125 about Bonny. This t i t l e 
i n c l u d e s , on page 122, these four incomplete c i t a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g two c o r r e c t l y 
c i t e d above: 

1. The State H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y of Colorado. Denver, Colorado. 
Bonny,- 1924 Post O f f i c e i n K i t Carson County, 21M miles n o r t h of B u r l i n g t o n , the 
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county seat, railroading and banking point. Farming and stock raising are the 
principal industries. Population of neighborhood, 110. Altitude, 4 160 feet 
Barnhart, Chas. F., Postmaster. (This citation is probably from 45th Annual' 
Colorado Business Directory...1924) . 

Museum^aboveT 1 1 1^ 5 ^ R e C O r d s S e r v i c e - Washington, D.C. (Cited under "Yuma [Colorado] 

3- The Public Library. City and County of Denver, Denver, Colorado." 

4. St. Francis Herald, June 12, 1919. 
Marriage license issued to C. E. Palmer, Bonny, Colorado, and Marv 1 Nve 
Attalia, Washington. * ' 

Yuma [Colorado] Museum. [Phone conversation], September 1994 with Chaplain, Steve Yuma CO-
Yuma Museum, Box 454, 80759, phone 303 848-5128 ' I u , u a' '-u-

Winfrey, E l s i e L. [Letter] August 29, 1994. 5367 Macleay Road South East, Salem, OR 97301 
El s i e i s related to the Barnharts and Alice Jacober. She t e l l s of their move to 
Colorado, and family items. 

Winfrey, James C, Compiler. The Bennett Taylor Family. L i t t l e t o n , CO 1979 
A copy was a g i f t of Alice Mae Jacober. 

T D 1 ^ "í;e!;teÍ A d d s t o " i s t o r y o f B o n n y D a m Community." The Burlington [Colorado] Record. [n d ] 
(Published the 1st week i n October 1970, a week after "Bits of History..." above, appeared) 

Mentions Isaac's adventures as a store keeper. 

Woodin, N. Beth. "Bonny Dam Dedication." June 1, 1952. 
An apparently photocopied draft of her part of the Bonny Dam Dedication with 
an added p.s. about Mr. Poley, W i l d l i f e Technician. From Estie Carter 
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INDEX 
1822 Isaac W i l l i a m Bonny born Page v i i i 
183 0 Margaret Stimple born Page 9 
1865 Isaac J r . born Page v i i 
1870 Jacob born Page 9 
1870s Ash Rock s e t t l e d Page 1 
1877 Ash Rock name Page 1 
1880 Isaac homesteads i n Ash Rock Page 9 
1880 Maude Van Dyke born Page 9 
1882 Charley Barnhart born Page 81 
1885, May 6 Jennie Teel born Page 81 
1886 Cousin Isaac born Page v i i 
1898 Isaac [1822] die d Page 9 
1904 Worlds F a i r , St. Louis Page 14 
1905 Jacob married Page 9 
1905, May 31 Charley and Jennie wed Page 81 
1906 E v e r e t t Lee born Page 81 
1907 B i l l Bonny Born Page 9 
1908 Esther Barnhart born ; Page 81 
1910 Ike & F l o a i n Colorado Page 168 
1910 I r a Barnhart born Page 81 
1911 Louis Bonny born Page 9 
1912 Isaac [1865] to Colorado Page 168 
1913 Leonard Nelson born Page 81 
1913 M i l d r e d Bonny born Page 9 
1915 Broadsword School r e b u i l d i n g a l l done Page 63 
1915 Goldie Camp F r i n g e r wed Page 46 
1915, December 6, Velda & Velma born Page 10 
1915, February 10th, P.O. a p p l i c a t i o n Page v i i i 
1915, June the 3rd Ike appointed Page v i i i 
1917 Isaac's homestead patent from Pres. Wilson Page 89 
1917 Vernon Bonny born Page 10 
1918 C h a r l i e t o Colorado Page 107 
1918 Dean Barnhart born Page 81 
1918 Homestead patent f i l e d Page 32 
1918 Maude Bonny die d Page i x 
1919 Charley bought Bonny P.O Page 82 
1919 Margaret Stimple d i e d Page 9 
1920 Charley moves i n t o P.O Page 41 
1920, Jan. 6 Barnhart appointed Page 41 
1921 P e a r l Barnhart born Page 83 
1921 Velma & Velda r e j o i n Papa Page 10 
1924 Bonny s t o r e s o l d Page 107 
1924 Charley & Jennie to Hale Page 88 
1924 Marveline Barnhart born Page 86 
1924, Feb. 29 - Bonny m a i l ceases Page 41 
1924-1928, P i e r r a r d ' s at Bonny Page 87 
1927 Esther and Harley wed Page 88 
1928 C h a r l i e prepared Bonny home to r e t u r n Page 87 
1928 I r r i g a t i o n near Bonny Page 111 
192 8, Bonny s t o r e bought again Page 107 
1929 B u i l d i n g s at Bonny Page 104 
1930, Oct. 26 Charley Barnhart d i e d Page 87 
1932 D i l e Henderson & Jennie wed Page 87 
1933 and 1934 Teels at P.O Page 88 
1933 C o l l i e Teels at Bonny Page 101 
1933 I r a and Louise Smith wed Page 88, Page 107 
193 5, May 30 & 31 f l o o d Page 116 
1936 I r r i g a t i o n study Page 112 
1936 Tiemans to Bonny Page 101 
193 7 Tieman boy k i l l e d at Bonny Page 101 
1939 & 1940 New rooms added Page 101 
1939 McCook O f f i c e opens Page 113 
1940 D i l e & Jennie moved to Bonny Page 87 
1940 D i l e and Jennie back to Bonny Page 100 
194 0 I r r i g a t i o n near Bonny Page 111 
1941 Dean & Jane to Bonny Page 101 
1942 I r a and Louise to Bonny Page 88, Page 107 
1943 D i l e Henderson d i e d Page 87 
1944 Bonny Dam name source Page 114 
1944 Bonny Remodeled Page 102 
1944 Flood c o n t r o l Page 112 
1945 Smiths s e l l Hale P.O Page 88 
1946 Geology of Dam Page 116 
1947 Bonny Dam au t h o r i z e d . . . •. Page 112 
1947 Dam work begins Page 116 
1948 Bonny remodeled Page 102 
1950 E l e c t r i c i t y at Bonny Page 104 
1950 Water storage begins Page 129 
1951 E l e c t r i c i t y added to P.O Page 39 
1952 D e d i c a t i o n of Dam Page 117 
1959 Postmaster Dale P r a l l e , B u r l i n g t o n Page 117 
1964 Barnharts s e l l Bonny Page 105 
1964 I r a & Louise to B u r l i n g t o n Page 88 
1964 J e r r y Brenner buys P.O. land Page 88 
1972 Jennie d i e d Page 87 
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1992, September 11, I r a die d l n , 
A q u i e t view near Bonny rage iub 

post card P A C 
Agreement on Bonny site ! Janm-iiA 
Application & Proposed Map by Ike .... ! \ , 7 7 i 
A r t Camp P a g e 

Ash Rock - weather . . . P a g e 2 6 

Ash Rock Census p a g e } 
Ash Rock church b e l l . . . " _ p a 9 e = 
Ash Rock post o f f i c e . . . . a g e 1 8 

Ash Rock School . . . . D

P a g e ^ 
Ash Rock, Kansas . . . . p a g e 1= 
Aunt Annie and Uncle W i l l t,;S9e-,c 
A z e l Van Dyke î,a g e f jj 
Barnhart, A l i c e Mae - Ded i c a t i o n p ^ j P - i ^ o 
Barnhart, Charles - obituary .... DIÍL í% 
Barnhart, Charley P a g e 9 3 

Barnhart, Charley - death pi 9,? a? 
Barnhart, Charley and Grace ' ' p 3 g e 9 2 

Barnhart, Charley F. 2nd postmaster .... rage oa 
Barnhart, Charley F r a n k l i n „'^ e. 
Barnhart, C h a r l i e i s r e a l name ' „=„S 
Barnhart, E v e r e t t Lee . ] ï t a Z »o 
Barnhart, I r a p'aae 92 Paae inn 
Barnhart, James F r a n k l i n a g e 9 2 ' P a g e 1 0 0 

Charley's f a t h e r p B 1 

Barnhart, Jennie ; . D „ f , " 
Barnhart, Leonard - Obituary ' DT9.6. 
Barnhart, Leonard Nelson ' pfîL ta 
Barnhart, Louise Smith „ ™ f " ° 
Barnhart, Marveline . p'aae 95 Paae Ï4 7 
Barnhart, Marveline F r a n c i s • 9 6 9 5 ' p 9 * 1 4 p 
Barnhart, P e a r l p P a g e 8 8 

Barnhart, P e a r l Marie S S L s« 
Barnhart, Wilbur Dean P a g e 8 8 

Barnharts s e l l s t o r e , 1924 p P a g e 8 8 

B a t t l e of Beecher I s l a n d £ a g e, 
Baughman, John . . . . p a g e " 9 

B i l l - A r t i f i c i a l limb p ? g ? 8 2 

Bill at 2432 15th Avenue Court, Greeley . . ' * ' " î>age tl 
B i l l Bonny's l e t t e r on Bonny Dam . . . . rage M 
Bonney o ten 
Bonny census, 1910 P a S f ^ v i i i 
Bonny Creek S L i « 
Bonny Dam 5 a g e 1 6 6 

Bonny Dam - funded, 1947 p3gf ^ 
Bonny Dam - name .!.''" ' Woe 166 Patt tni 
Bonny Dam Accepted, May 4, 1951 . . . 9 1 6 6 ' £ a g e. 
Bonny Dam Landing Strip ^ ~ ' 
Bonny Dam s i t e choices ' 
Bonny Lake P a g e 

Bonny name means ' P a g e 1 0 = 
Bonny name source! î,ag " ? 
Bonny No. 1 and Bonny No. 2 . . . . £ a g e. , ~ 
Bonny P.O. dates ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! K S . 39 
Bonny P.O. d e s c r i p t i o n PaaS i6B 
Bonny Post O f f i c e p a q e 2 , ' P a _ •• p a g e « 8 

Bonny Reservoir P a g e 'plaï^ll' Hat We 
Bonny s i t e P a g e 1 1 6 ' P a g e " 6 

Bonny Store description . . . . . . \ S S L \% 
Bonny, Anna p a g e ?' 
Bonny, Anna [1874] . . . . a g e 1= 
lonny! K S left'home \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ^ <9'' P a g e 

W : SS- L y l e A L e l a : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : » H 
Bonny, Colorado p a g e 

23: FÎoy snow- : : : : : : : • : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : pWeW, SSïH 
Bonny, Isaac ! P a g e v " 
Bonny, Isaac - postmaster ! ! ! ! ! ' ' ' ' p,S%tï? 
Bonny, Isaac J r . [1886] . . . . Page v i i i 
Bonny, Isaac [1822] P a g e XJJ 
Bonny, Isaac [1865] - o b i t u a r y . . . . rage v i i 
Bonny, Jacob ! .' ! ! P a a l l l l 
Bonny, Jacob (Jake) [1870] I L Í 5 
Bonny, John [1879] ; ; ; P a g J 9 

Bonny, Joseph [1868] P a g ^ 9 

Bonny, Laura -

 p ' _" v i i ' p " i f i ? 
Bonny, Laura - Obituary a g e v 1 1 ' p f L 5? 
Bonny, Laura Van Dyke - o b i t u a r y p"^„ ? t 
Bonny, L e l a , L y l e & Casey £ a g e, " 
Bonny, Louis Wilbur S S L o 
Bonny, Lyle Åm SS 
Bonny, Margaret (Maggie) Stimple Paa? v i i 
Bonny, Margaret (Maggie) [1872] Page 9 
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Bonny, Maud P a g e i x 

Bonny, Maud - Death Page 10 
Bonny, Maud Van Dyke - born Page 9 
Bonny, M i l d r e d (Mid) . . . . . . . . . . . . Page i x 
Bonny, M i l d r e d (Mid) Maud . . . . . . . . . . Page 9 
Bonny, M i l d r e d - Ike's [1886] . . . . Page v i i i , Page 55 
Bonny, M i l d r e d - Jake's Page v i i i 
Bonny, P e a r l ; , 'page 55, Page 57 
Bonny, Velda - b i r t h 

see a l s o Oglesby Page 9 
Bonny, Velma - b i r t h 

see a l s o Jacobs Page 10 
Bonny, Vernon Page i x , Page 161 
Bonny, Vernon Lawrence Page 10 
Bonny, W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) Jacob . . . . Page 9 
Bonny, W i l l i a m J . (Jacob) . . Page 161 
Bonny, W i l l i a m Jacob Page 18 
Bonny, Maud - death . . . Page 10 
Bonny's Flowers and Greenhouse . Page 54 
Box supper . . . Page 16, Page 18 
Brenner, Danyel L. and J e r r y . , Page 8 8 
Brenner, J e r r y - owns P.O. bldg Page 90 
Brigham Young Page 11 
Broadsword School Page 57, Page 62 
Broadsword School - m a i l Page 82 
Broadsword, Jake Page 44, Page 57 
Broadsword, L e l a Page 165 
Brother B i l l Page 21 
Brother Louis Page 21 
Brother Vernon ' Page 21 
B u r l i n g t o n Post O f f i c e - h i s t o r y Page 29 
B u r l i n g t o n , CO Page 167 
Byrne, Wayne S. - dam Page 116 
Camp, A r t . . : Page 9 
Camp, Bertha Page 2 0 
Camp, W i l l . . Page 9 
Canning Page 25 
Car accident Page 4 9 
Car t e r , E s t i e p a g e 176 
Casey at Bonny Page 57 
Cement on adobe at Bonny Page 104 
Census of 1910 at Bonny . . Page 43 
Census of 1920 i n Idaho ' Page 43 
Chapl i n , Steve, Yuma Museum Page 176 
Charley & Jennie buy Bonny farm Page 87 
Charley buys Bonny Store Page 82 
Chicken house at Bonny _ _ Page 100 
Chief Roman Nose . . . Page 169 
Christman, J a n i c e Page 137 
C l a r a - Wedding . . . . Page 11 
C l a r a nee Mc L a i n Thomison Lane Bonny 

see a l s o C l a r a Bonny Page 9 
Cla r k , E l l i s Page 89, Page 165 
Cla r k , E l l i s , and Amy's store Page 91 
Cl a r k , Walter and Helen Page 91 
Cow chips . Page 67 
Dam co s t , $13,000,000 Page 127 
Dam s i t e s Page 113 
Don Jacobs Page 20 
F a i r v i e w Cemetery, B u r l i n g t o n . . Page 95 
F i e l d Museum of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y , Chicago . . . Page 127 
F l a g r a i s i n g , school ' ' Page 18 
Flood of 30 May 1935 Page 2 
Flood, Republican and Kansas R i v e r s . . . Page 116 
F l o o r p l a n at Bonny Store Page 37 
F r a z i e r , Nora Page 81 
l r e d a " A ï J i ' • ' • Page 11 
Fresno, C a l i f o r n i a Page 12 
F r i n g e r , Goldie ; 'pa'ge' 14o', Page 168 
F r i n g e r , G o l d i e Camp Page 25 
F r i n g e r , Mrs. CM. (Goldie) Page 145 
Gardner, James Page 9 
Genealogy, Barnhart . . . . Page 155 
Genealogy, Bonny Page 142 Ghost town page ix 
Gould, Bonny - Obituary Page 173 
Gould, Bonny Gaunt . . . Page 119 
Grabowski, Ken Page 127 
Hale and Bonny s i t e s . . . Page 114 
Hale s i t e , Army . . . . p a 

2ale/ ?° Ú A • • -n paie îee 
Hand, Jacob D a n i e l Page 20 
Hand, Karen Page 137 
Happy H i l l school house Page 94 
Happy Hollow Page 84 
Happy Hollow School Page 107 Page 187 



Henderson, Alexander D i l e Page 87, Page 164 
Henderson, D i l e and Jennie ' Page 100 
Henderson, D i l e and N e l l i e . . . . . . . . Page 92 
Henderson, Jennie Page 150, Page 164 
Henderson, Mrs. D i l e Page 82 
Hook School . . . . . . . . . Page 66 
Horned Rabbit Page 12 7 
Hoskin, Henry G. H i s t o r i a n . . . . . . . . . . . Page 163 
Idaho '. Page i x 
Idaho - Barnharts Page 81 
Idaho courts \ Page 10 
Idaho, Ike [1886] . . . . . . Page 45 
Ike & Floa's farm [ \ Page 5 7 
Inman, Elmer Page 14 0 
I r a ' s c h i l d r e n . Page 105 
I r a ' s f a m i l y \ \ P a g e 108 
I r a ' s l e t t e r t o e d i t o r s Page 106 
Isaac - p o l i c e s e r v i c e Page 54 
Isaac & W i l l i a m as names Page v i i 
Isaac and Maggie Bonny Paqe 9 
Isaac [1822] 

see a l s o Bonny Page 9 
Isaac [1822] - death . . . '. Page 9 
Isaac [1865] Page 9 
Isaac [1865] Homesteads at Bonny Page 32 
Isaac [1865] to Colorado Page 168 
Isaac [1886] Page 47 
Isaac [1886] & Floa Page 10 
Isaac [1886] and Floa Page 55 
Jacob - b i r t h Page 9 
Jacob - death Page 26 
Jacob and C l a r a - death Page 12 
Jacober, A l i c e Page 149 
Jacober, A l i c e Mae nee Barnhart Page 148 
Jacobs, A l t h e a Page 9 
Jacobs, Don Page 10 
Jacobs, Donna 

see a l s o O'Quinn Page 18 
Jacobs, Harold Page 139 
Jacobs, Velma Bonny Page i x 
Jake - musician Page 12 
Kansas, K i r w i n Page 2 0 
Ketchum, Emma B ' ] Page 163 
Kroeger, D o r i s Page 90 
Kroegers at Bonny Store Page 90 
Kutz, Robert D. - I n t e r i o r Dept . . . Page 178 
Lehman, Evylena Page 161 
L i d a Camp Page 26 
L i f e at Bonny s t o r e Page 42 
Louis and B i l l - accident Page 24 
Louis Bonny Page 15, Page 23 
Louis Bonny's S p o r t i n g Goods Page 54 
Maggie at Bonny ' Page 57 
M a i l canceled at Bonny P.O Page 44 
M a i l s o r t i n g '. '. Page 82 
Manwarren, V e r l Page 36 
Margaret - death . . Page 9 
McC a l l , Henry Hugh - postmaster Ash Rock Page 1 
McKee, Martha Frances 

Charley's mother Page 81 
Meda Swank Page 23 
Meyer, E a r l Max, caretaker . . . . . . . Page 135 
M f ? • • Page 21 
M i l d r e d Bonny, Jake's Page i x 
M o r r i s Post O f f i c e Page 39, Page 69, Page 91, Page 154 
M o r r i s , Colorado post o f f i c e Page 91 
M o r r i s , James A ' Page 165 
Mothers, Velma & Velda's . Page 11 
M u s i c a l Bonnys . . Page 2 0 
Musicians Page 26 
New bedrooms at Bonny Page 100 
O'Quinn, Donna Page 20, Page 138 
Oglesby. J.C Page 9 
Oglesby, Velda Bonny Page i x 
Old Jersey, a t r a i n Page 107 
Olds - postmaster i n Ash Rock Page 1 
O l i v a , Leo E. - author Page 161 
Out house Page 21 
Pack R i v e r Cemetery Page 58 
Parmer, Frank and May Page 66 
P e a r l Barnhart Page 92 
P e a r l Bonny . '. . Page 168 
P e t r i f i e d Ash t r e e 

town name Page 1 
Phones, before 1953 Page 104 
P l a i n v i e w S o i l Conservation D i s t r i c t Page 164 
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P l a s t e r on w a l l s p 1 0 2 

Plumbing a t Bonny P a g e 1 0 4 

P o c a t e l l o , Idaho Page 13 9 
Postmaster compensation . . . . . . . . Page 41 
P r a l l e , Dale - postmaster Page 117 proposed piot Map ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; P a q | v i i i 
Rebecca Van Dyke Page 3 
Republican R i v e r . . Page 166 
R e p u b l i c a t i o n R i v e r Basin 

I r r i g a t i o n , and f l o o d c o n t r o l Page 112 
Rhoades at Happy Hollow • • • p | 8 g 

Rhoades, Esther Barnhart 
F l o o r p l a n of Bonny Store Page 37 

Rhoades, Harley and Esther Barnhart wed Page 88 
Rhoades, L o l a Winfrey Page 89 
Rogers, E l s i e . ' Page 52 
Rogers, Leander Page 52 
Rogers, Sarah Hannah 

Jennie's mother Page 81 
Rook card game Page 150 
Rooks County, Kansas . . . . . . . . . Page 9 
Room layout i n post o f f i c e . . . Page 103 
Rose, Marian Page 10 
Samuels, Idaho . . Page 54 
Samuels, Idaho - Barnharts Page 94 
Sand Creek p a g e 102, Page 113 
Sandpomt, Idaho p a g e S 7 ( P a q e 89 
Schatz, Diane Velda Page 137 
Ser e n d i p i t o u s events . . . . . . Page 127 
Shooting guns, Bonny Store . . . . Page 51 
Shop and garage at Bonny Page 104 
Show Wagon . Page 107 
Sketch of Post O f f i c e layout ' Paap i n 
Smith, Bert 9 

Louise Barnhart's f a t h e r Page 97 
Smith, Bert and J o s s i e Paqe 108 
Smith, J o s s i e 

Louise Barnhart's mother Page 97 snow Fioa : : : : : : : : page 55 
S p e l l i n g s of Bonny Page 43 
St . F r a n c i s Unit Paqe 112 
Stimple, Margaret (Maggie) 

see a l s o Bonny Page 9 
Store s a l e items Page 37 
Stucco added to adobe Page 102 
Suggestions, send to . . . 2 

Page x Sugge 
Sundays P a g e 2 S 

Swank, Meda Page 9 
Sweeney Linement . . . . . . . Page 4 
Teachers i n Ash Rock Page 15 Page 17 
Teaching C e r t i f i c a t e . . . . . . ' Page 67 
Teel Barnhart Henderson, Jennie - o b i t u a r y . . p , L q d 

T e e l , C o l l i e . . \ \ P a g l i o i 
T e e l , C o l l i e and Jennie Page 88 
Tee l , Henry I Page 100 
Tee l , John Jasper 

Jennie's f a t h e r Paqe 81 
Tee l , Sara Jane (Jennie) ' Page 107 
TeMaat, Judy Page 137 
Thomison, Evylena Page 11 
Thomison Floyd Page 11 
Van Dyke Bonny, Laura P a g e i x 

Van Dyke, B i l l i e P a q e 4 5 

Van Dyke, Maggie ; ; P a q e 5 7 

Van Dyke, Maud Page 9 
Van Dyke, Maud Bonny Page i x 
Van Dyke, Rebecca Page 3 Page 9 
Van Dyke, W i l l i a m C Page 3! Page 9 
Van Dyke, W i l l i a m Christopher Page 161 
Van Dykes I '. Page 19 
Velda . . . . . P a g e 4 5 

„ ^ r S A e a l S O ° 9 l e s b y Pa§e i x 
Velda & the m i r r o r s Page 10 
Velma a 

see a l s o Jacobs P a g e i x 

Velma - name Page 12 
Velma & Velda to Bonny, CO Page 10 
Velma Bonny Jacobs . , Page 18 
Velma's b i r t h C e r t i f i c a t e Page 12 

X e r? o n V . Pale 45 
Wahlke, James Page 9 
Wayne S. Byrne . . Page 116 
W i l l i a m & Isaac as names Page v i i Page 142 
W i l l i e Bonny ' page 15 
Wilson, Woodrow, President ° \ page 32 Page 89 
Windows enlarged . . . Page 102 
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Winfrey f a m i l y P a q e 1 4 g 

Winfrey James C P a g e 1 5 7 

Winfrey, Hurley P a g e 5 2 

Winfrey, l v a Mae P a g e 1 4 7 P a | 1 5 0 

Winfrey, John 3

 p | 8 7 

Wizard of Oz & Kansas ' ' ' P a=_ „ 
Woodston High School P a _ g ?S 
Woodston, Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 11 

WPA f o o d s . Page 107 WPA tooas P a 8 4 

^ m a , M " s e u m •. • • • Pagl 176 
[Map] Ash Rock p l a t s P a g e 1 5 9 

[Map] Ash Rock Township p a q e 7 
[Map] Bonny Dam D e d i c a t i o n . ! ! ! ! ! P a q e 135 
[Map] Bonny p l a t map Paqe 162 
[Map] Colorado Highway. . . , 1924 Paqe 86 
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